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INTRODUCTION. 



A VoujKB of Extracts, entitled, ^' The Beauties^ 
of Ancient ESoquence/' having already appeared 
before the Public (which has been flatteringly re* 
ceived, and favourably noticed by Reviewers), has 
encouraged the Compiler to continue the work, 
under the sanction of so liberal a patronage^ on 
the same principles of improveiQept and pleasure 
with which the first was undertaken. And again 
to present the reader (from the same prolific* 
sources) further specimens of elegant . Oratory, 
Military ^^^^V^^^^'^^' Politics, Ceremonies, and 
Amusements, , exactly in the manner they occurt- 
red — eiUier as t^ey were natnial^ to the native 
customs of this country ; or introduced into it, from 
the e:0ensive intercourse the inhabitants of it 
have ever had with other parts of Europe. These 
accounts will take place, from the most remote 
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periods^ down to the reign of James the First, 
and will be selected from the united authorities of 
Speed, Cambden^ Stow^ Hollenshed, &c. &c. 

" The Compiler feels it a necessary duty again 
to repeat, in this place, by way of illustration, 
(though mentioned more fully in the preface to 
the first volume), the motives which led to the 
work being brought forward, and the peculiar 
advantage which it possesses, which cannot &il to 
procure it attention, and render it a valuable ac- 
quisition. The degree of interest and amusement 
the subjects treated on contain, will naturally in- 
spire the mind of youth (for whom it is more par- 
ticularly designed) with an ardent desire for a 
further and more enlarged knowledge of histori- 
cal fects; and to be. more minutely acquainted 
with some hero, who performed a glorious and 
magnanimous action ; of a noble, who gave a 
princely banquet in his Gothic castle ; or of one 
who was guilty of some atrocious act of perfidy, 
of brutal cruelty^ or usurped tyrannic oppression ; 
and to discover what the consequent reward^ ap- 
plause, or punishment, attendant on such and such 
proceedings. 
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Another striking advantage consists in being 
possessed in this collection of the exact copy . of 
the descriptions given from the writings of those 
old historians in (heir own words and sentiments^ 
not curtailed or abbreviated by modern refinement; 
and the real ideas of those venerable authors^ 
whose works^ becoming now nearly obselete^ are 
scarcely to be found in any other place than the 
library of the careful collector of scarce and cu- 
rious books — the possessor of which (in general) 
is as unwilling to lend one of his volumes for pe- 
rusal^ as his friend (on his part) would be to take 
the trouble to read it^ or confine himself and his 
thoughts to decyphering the intricate difficulty of 
the black letter^ or to puzzle out the uncouth 
phrases and aukward orthography (long since ex- 
ploded and forgotten ) of the author. Th^ chance^ 
therefore^ for the perusal of works of this nature^ 
(the learned and classic scholar always excepted) 
from the situation they are for the most part placed 
iD^ must be very circumscribed^ and even moreso^ 
from the want of inclination which the majority 
of people have^ to turn over the long neglected 
pages^ or (probably) tattered leaves of a thick old 
folio of Ancient History. 



Yet the di^sition to admire^ and even highly 
to enjoy the beauties of antiquity^ in whatever 
shape they may appear^ is by no means uncom- 
mon ; nay^ it is bat justice to say^ it is almmt an 
ilnhreraal passion ; as many instances ha veproted, 
when the genuine charms are carefuHy culled firom 
an incumbering; load of uninteresting matter^ (as 
gold cleared from its dross^ or the diamond .frooi 
its rough covering)^ and'are fully displayed to the 
astonished eye of the n^Iigent passer by^ or su- 
p^rficfal reader, by any one who has made such 
research a delightful study. Then it will be tliat 
the connoisseur will find his friend, who had per- 
suaded himself that he had no taste for or pleasure 
In such dry pursuits^ will be delighted ;-2.wfaen 
the produce of his investigations are brought for- 
ward^ (even far beyond his former conception^ and 
in contmdiction to his ideas)^ let the study have 
been directed to whatever point of aBtiquity it 
might/ whether it lay in the exploring and restor- 
ing the.'frorm-eaten manuscript, or choice volume, 
the inspection of dilapidMed edifices, tattered and 
defaced pictures^ pahited by old and eminent 
masters, or coins of scarce and curious imprea- 
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sions. 
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Whichever of these it nfoy be^ the effect is the 
same^ when the Tarious rude> or highly finished 
specimens of genius^ yet spared by the hand of 
time, are accurately and. clearly explainM^ with 
the subject codndered, which they furnish finr 
contemplatioii, for emulation^ for moral reflection, 
and for agreeable conversation ; the remarks' 
which must be made on the nature of improve* 
menty' which hbs been progressive from age to 
age, or (on die contrary) of the defictency In some 
bmnches of art or science, in the present day, 
fiom diat known to femer times ; of the similarity 
Vrliidi has existed in the minds and actions of 
men in all periods ; and, ill sh<nr(, on every inte* 
resting occurrence, which may occupy the atten- 
tion and pursuit of the amateur of taste and 
science. 

It is then that the effect here mentioned, wiH be 
agreeably iemd truly observed ; an interest is ex** 
dted by description, which is encreased by further 
elucidation. The latent sparks of curiosity and 
admiration, are by these means animated, and a 
desire for further information succeeds, on sub- 
jects which ilow appear through a different me« 
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diom. ConlrasU and- comparisons between post 
and present, become a stimulus to rouse the ^irii 
of industry and application^ a fondness for litera- 
ture follows, and not unfi*equently, the fire of 
genius may thus casuiUy he lighted up in those 
mieds, where otherwise it might never have bad 
existence. 

From considerations of (bi» nature, it is, (the 
result of much expaience and attention) that these 
selections have been arranged and made public, 
and the confirmation (^ the ojHoion expressedj of 
the consequence and effect of the good taste of 
one person, onthejudgroent of another, has beea 
sufficiently and satisfiu^rily proved, even in this 



remote passages and occurrences 
f all countries, is involved in mqch 
^neraDy considered hut of trifting 
lly passed over, and seldom recol- 
red to. In that of Great Britain, 
the early part is so confused by 
is of the Princes, 'tlie intricacy of 
ea, by tradition, or by Monkish su< 
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perstitions and descriptions ; that it is rendered 
difficult to retain^ to recollect the particulars^ or 
properly arrange their connection. On this ac- 
count;^ the recording impressive circumstances 
which took place under different governors^ whe* 
ther by legale or usurped authority^ may (perhaps) 
imprint them more strongly on the juvenile roind^ 
and the period and reign in which they happened^ 
than the regular reading of English history^ in the 
succession of its Danish, Saxon^ and Norman 
kings. And a single extraordinary adventure^ 
strike the recollection more forcibly^ be better 
retained, and more readily remembered when the 
event took place^ than when the whole is progres* 
aively read, in a n^ligent manner^ or without 
such passages being pointed out, as those of ma* 
terial consequence. The Extracts thus offered to 
the public^ it is hoped and ardently desired, will 
tend to this general improvement to the young, 
and likewise become a source of pleasing recol- 
lection to those^ even the best read^ and most con- 
versant in ancient and modem history. 

By. a singular ichance, or coincidence it happens^ 
that though the selections which compose' this 
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work, have been long arranged, that a consider- 
able part of it will, probably, be rendered more 
acceptable to the reader, from containing the real 
historical fects, from the pen of Phillip de Corn- 
mines, respecting the negociaUons between Lewis 
the EleTertth, of France, and Charles, Duke of 
Burgundy, on which the celebrated author of 
Waveriey, has founded his last novel of ' Quintin 
Durward/ and likewise many other interesting 
relations from that elegant and admired author. 

The opportunity which now (lastly) offers, must 
not be omitted, again to repeat, a request to the 
peruser, for peculiar attention to the elegant sim- 
plidty of style these ancient authora adopt, in their 
accounts and description of events, which carries 
with it that agreeable sensation, which aQ must 
experience, when a venerable, respectable, and 
intelligent person, recounts the occurrences of his 
eatly youUi, <v tome transaction of importance, 
vtbich took l^e in his remembrance. The de- 
' -'^— ij be found too drcumatantial, 

interesting, amusing, and in- 

1 attentive auditor to wish one 
ry to be curtailed. 
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IN conformity io an obBervaiion made, in the 
iotroductioa to ttii» work — '' thai concise accottnts 
of important events^ ever make the deepest iiriprei- 
«ion on the mind'' — the compiler conceives qopu^ 
sages can be better adapted to tbe opening'Df tbis 
bodk than an extract from Speedy which coataia^ 
a clear and comprehensive detail of the remote 
periods of government in this country ; preparing 
the ideas for the actors, and the incidents which 
foUow. A carefnl selection shall be made r of 
events the most interestingi affecting^ and cu- 
rious, that the eiy:ellent authors already named 
«ipply, fw the entertainment of the perusef-^ 
i^hose good taste (there can be little doubt) y^ 
he highly ^;xati6ed by the style^ matter^ and (in 
jooany of the quotations) personul knowlitdge of 
ihe author of the facts which he cpmmemoraie9 • 
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Aad no historical anecdote will find place in this 
collection which is not firoro the pen of the best 
and most authentic writers. 



EgUractJiwn Speed. 

or THE FIRST INHABITANTB OF BBITTAIN. 

" Our land, peopled from Japheth, the first son 
of Noah, fell unto those bodb of Gomar and Javan 
(the first and fourth sons of Japheth) which inha- 
bited Ihoae puts of Europe, whose issae were 
most hmously known by tiie name of Brittains. 
At first naked, lude, and ignorant of the true 
Ood ; yet no sooner were frequented with the 
tivi Romans, than Aey covered their cut painted 
bodies wfUi garments, and shortly imitated Uiem 
even ito their most civiUzed actions ; yea, scarcely 
was Ghriet taken down from his cross, but they 
became Oiristrans, (the greatest glory of any na- 
tion), andamongst them the Grospel bad her first 
^ogress by estd^shed authority. 

" Their government was under kings, snd 
tiHui«nfaiih»ini«Mea respect as were any other 
iftheworid, both in training 
lue obedience, and mioister- 
aaintenance of estate. Their 
fopcign, were so weH managed 
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whh poBcy and valour^ m in the ohetbty tidiantly 
defended themselves a^inst ^dr assaalts^ ai^d 
in ibe other steaded the Romans in most of tteJr 
conqnestSs ; which cost them lastly their own sob- 
vexsibn^ when their warriors and vir^s were 
consumed, and transported into other parts, whilst 
the native hnd lay exposed to the wifl of invaders. 
" The glory thtnting^ iRonans^ from a crew of 
lawless shepherds, now htely become lords of the 
world, were the first that set foot, with displayed 
ensi^, for the conquest of Brittain : and the 
same first assailed by JuUus Cssar from the coasOi 
of Gallia. Which his attempt was so honourable 
in esteem of their Emperors, that Claud, the fifth 
in succesMon, hoMing the triumph but base that 
attends upon authority, without action of price, 
made ebcrice of Brittain to adorn bis trium{diant 
chariot, that this idand, sited as was thought in 
another worid, and but part thereof shewed by 
CsBsar to the Romans, might add remembrance 
of name to his forgetful person : and to that end, 
having made hither himself, stamped his conquest 
upon his coin thus — '' De Britann" — and upon 
his aged knees crept up the steps of the capital 
to give thanks of victory unto his Gods on the day 
of his triumph ; which, though for a smail part of 
diis island's subjection, was yet accomplished 
with more than ordinary magnificence, and the 
shews greater than usually had been seen for the 
conquest of far larger and better known kingdoms, 
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" And with as great care was it kept whilst the 
Romans kept tfaeir own greatness ; but when her 
hig^ mounted pillar overswayed her own base, and 
the &r spread boughs were grown too weighty 
-for the stem, many hands at once grasped at the 
Imperial crown^ and all of them together tore the 
branches from the body of that fiur tree, by whom 
.also the fair and flourishing cedars of Britlain 
were shaken, and left naked both of fruit and 
leaf; so that now the glory of the one declined, 
and the beauty of the other utteriy defaced, and 
neither of them any longer able to support their 
own standings, gave place unto destiny, that 
would now have both down, whereby the Jewel 
so much desired, and which had been kept with 
so much care, was now laid at stake to them that 
could win it; and Britlain abattdoned by (he Ro- 
mans without further claim, afler (hey had been 
lOTda thereof for the space of five hundred years. 

" The next actors upon Brittain's fair atage 

were the Saxons, a people of Germany, fierce, 

bold, and irreligious, as for mo^ part the rest of 

the nations in those days were. These infesting 

with piracies the coasts of Brittain and Gallia, 

grew both fearful - and famous in profession of 

e. In France, they seized upon 

' Baiocesses ; in Germany, by in- 

inseated the Juenians ; in Holland 

d they encroached upon the Bala- 

mbrira Cliersonessus (now a conti" 
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nent of Denmark) they made the pkce of 
abode. 

" From thence thej often assailed the coasts of 
this ishnd^ even whikt the Romans bdd it ibr 
theirs ; and were often pot back by Stifidio^ and 
others^ whose prdses the poet Chudian chaunted 
aloud. But the Romans departed ; and Brittain 
left bare of men^ their lands wasted by famine^ by 
tumultuous uproars, and by handlings of great 
ones^ who shoiitd be greatest^ the Scots and Picf a 
(ancient enemies to their peace) took the advan* 
tage^ and continually made bloody incursions into 
their land. And albeit^ a stone wall was raised 
athwart the whole continent to impede their in- 
roads ; yet that availed little^ their assaults were 
so great. 

'* WheKUpon the Saxons were sent for^ and 
in their first service freed the i^rittains from those 
raging Picts. The lands' defence they^en un* 
dertook^ and the inhabitants^ consented to main- 
tain the <fhai^ ; wiiidi^ whilst it was in giving] 
was thankfully xeceived ; but once received^ was 
ungratefully forgot And they^ like the ravens 
of Arabia^ whb so kmg as they are full yielii a 
jdeasant noise^ but being empty make u horrible 
cry^ emptied faster than the Brittains could fill^ 
and ever complained they had not enough ; till, 
lastly^ by surprize^ they got all into their own 
cfews. 

'* Then divided they amongst themselves the 

B 3 



b«t of the laad, and 4roTe their receiven into 
the wont and waste mountains of Wales, ereiy 
Due of their captaios during; a part to hiaiself, 
and ^ one Imperial crown, ipakin^ sev^i diadems 
to ad(mi their own beads ; which lopg were net 
worn without intestine wars ; each of iit^n striv' 
ing (o enlaige bis own upon bis next, tiU God and 
d^ipy brought aU into one, even to greal Ggbot, 
who fcnrbade the island's old name, and com- 
BHUided these new united pioviqces to be called 
AngUa. 

" Yet BO socmer wai this accomplished vrith 
assured hopes oonceiTed that the ^axons' g^ory 
shoidd henceforward ascend, and spread fotUi 
with peace, but that a strong and savage nation, 
fierce as the Scythians, cast their eyes of desire 
nptm that beautiful crown, and presently attempt- 
ed ; but never intermitted any bloody cruelties 
that could forward the saracj till they had set it on 
th^ own helmets ; and these Saxons^ worn out 
wiUi resistance, gave place to the Danes, when 
time had worn out five hundred and si^y-thrqc 
years of their government. 

" These Danes thus succeeding (though with 
no better right to eiyoy), were a stoqt sturdy na- 
tion, whose numy luntcies both Frfmce and Bre- 
taigne had many times felt before tltey attained 
**>• end of this their goaL For thei^ mukiidying 
) bees in their hive, the land of their natinty 
I too little for each to hare a part, upon which 
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occasion a custom nvas pfactised to faaaish aonio^ 
that the rest might liave raom. Then exSeij 
therefore^ chiefly condsdog of Iheir f ooth, fdB 
apon other lands, with no less danger thqi the 
polling of a sword out of a sheath, and grievously 
wottndt^g^ wheresoever it iidl; bat no where 
more deadly than in England, which for two hun-' 
dred and eighteen years continuance they inces* 
santly assaulted; — sometimes hormuriag/ the 
^ceuntiy hefore them^ find canyii^ away great 
booty to th^ir diipa— *8ometimes in^verishing the 
people, by exactiag gijeat sums of money fyi com* 
position of peace — sometimes expelling the in«* 
habitats, and^ei^tiAg thwiselv^ in their places-^ 
aiid eometimea Aafii^ the eoutmy . irith thfir 
kihgia^ ahld taking uoM theratfeiveii Qosie of the 
worst; biit not as other t%Mi^(ueitoni^ to builds Sttrwj 
ImA phnl; bitt to lay ^fste^ HMt down, and dt- 
ftroy^ sparing neither ereetio^ns for civil use^ oor 
pbces of oratory dedicated to di^nOi 

** Yet thb gcdand tmec gotten by tfe^r king 
Canute was Worn with great glorjri and f)y tbrett 
of these Danis^ kings England's cttwil was en^ 
joy^ ;~the fiist of thftti potettt, reHglofts^ \nsbi 
and jmit«*^e second, iU^ititaiate, am itonrperi 
t^ agile, but idle-^^ttnd the thli^ a tymht, 4 
tBX rslser, lascivious, and a g^ttoil> in which ext 
cess at Lambeth he suddenly ended his lite i when 
the land became deafed 0f the Danes' sorp op- 
pressions, after they had toag attempted, and 
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their kifigs for live and twenty years space wont 
the royri diadem of this reaim. 

'' These four nations fiilfifling their times by 
Heaven's assignment^ in gaining, keeping, and 
again losing the rich garland of Oreat Brittain's 
government. A fifths inferior to none, made 
thereunto a douMe claim, and by a third (more 
sure than eitiber of other), which was their con- 
quering sword, got it. These last (which 1 pray 
may be the last) were the Normans— a people 
fierce and vdorous^ whose many sea adventures 
were so great, in the days of Charies the Oreat, 
as that hie wept to foresee the harm they wonM 
do to his France ; which proved so many, that 
Charies the Bold, his grandchild, was forced to 
fiart with the earidom of Charters unto Hastings, 
a Norman ; Charies theOrosse, with the country 
Newstria, unto Godfrey, their chieftain ; and 
Charies the Simple, with aH the countries which 
lay betwixt the river Seine and Loyre, unto RoDo, 
their leader— whereon he became duke, and that 
dtttehy from him named Normandy. Whence 
William the Bastard, the seventh qi descent, in a 
Moody ficM, at Battle in Sussex, won the English 
cnmn from King Ifarold, that then held it, when 
by changing of bws, disinheriting of nobles, and 
by bestovring the lands' revenues upon his, he 
laid the foundation of a glorious monarchy. 

** At first somewhat bloody, as conquests com- 
menly prove, and the crown bandied for, among: 
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brethren and kindred, as what will not the desire 
of a diadem do — the two younger brethren sac- 
cessively wearing it^ to the prejudice of their 
elder^-Hind Stej^en^ having no right but such as 
inyaders pretend; 

'' But Henry Pkintagenet placed on the throne, 
and three hundred and thirty-one years taken up 
in the reigns of fourteen kings of bis line^ their 
acts afford matter of more princely consequence, 
their dominions spread wider, themsdves being 
the lawful inheritors to the third part of Prance, 
and to the whole by the ' title of their third Ed- 
ward^ and by the conquest of their fifth Henry. 
And snrdy, had not the civil dissensions of Lan- 
caster and York spent their weapons in the 
wounds of themselves^ those kings and (beir suc- 
cessors undoubtedly bad been doubly crowned 
eren to this day. But those roses plucked off by 
distfentious hands^ and their branches torn down 
in homebred broils^ their royal roots lay as it 
vrere dead in die earth, till Tender of Lancaster^ 
with Fbntagenet of York^ gave them vigour and 
sap, by binding both together in Wedlock's 
golden band. Whereby also the long dead stem 
of the ancient British kings b^;an again to bud 
forth, and five renowned princes of that sarmmiQ 
(Teudtf) succeeded to Eng^nd's throne. 

* Robert Carthesse. 
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" Tbe first of tbem, the richest and wisest kiii^ 
of this vreatera worid ; the second, the soMst 
WDunder of the pspal autb(»ity ; the third, the 
forwardeat in all pious actions ; the £surtfa, tfae 
ferventest for the religion of Rome ; and the fifth, 
a maiden queen, the most famoudy renowned 
amongst die world's monarcbs— -under whose 
reig^a, one hundred and sixteen years were ftilly 
cprajdete end run. 

" And were it not that the English are taxed 
to be over-ranch addicted unto vain prophecies, 
and that Meiiin was prohibited by decree of 
council, I might alledge his, and that of Aquila at 
Sbafteabuiy, both of foreshewing, that tbe British 
empire, after the Saxons and Normans, ^ould 
return agein to her ancient slock and name. — 
Notwithstanding, truth bids us adtoowledge how 
&r God hath accomi^ished both these in the 
royal person of out now Sovereign (the royal 
James the First), the one by hit descent froni 
the Unas of our royal Teader, Idng Hedry the 
Seventii, and the other by bia royal edict, in le* 
storing to the island herancient name ^tannia — 
Inoisdf bemg the first monarch of tbe two king- 
doms' union, and die greatest d cOnmaitd rince 
Cuutn the Dane. 

" The cords of whose royal tents we pray 
'iirther extended, that those naked 
may be covered under the curtains 
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of his most CSiristian ^enmeat^ and that the 
Sciqptre of his Peace may hiid^ as Aaron's lod^in 
his hand, and in the hand of his son^ and smi'a 
aoDi^ so hng as the snn and moon endnretb/' 



An Extract from the venerable Beda. — ^A D. 593. 

'* King EtheVrid^ a man very valiant and (hirsty 
for renown^ succeeded his father in the Northum- 
brian kingdom. Him Beda compares to Saul in 
Israel^ excepting only in the knowledge of God's 
true religion ; to whom (continueth Beda) might 
be applied the saying of Jacob touching Benjamin^ 
' Thath'ke a ravening wolf he devoured his prey 
in the mornings and divided the spoil thereof in 
the evening/ For he made greater conquests 
daily^ over the afflicted Brittons, than all the kings 
of the Anglais had done ; and peojiling their pos- 
sessions with his Saxons^ held the right owners 
under subjection and tribute. 

^ This his prosperity fidanaden^ king of the 
Scots^ greatly eniried, and attempting to crop it^ 
and to plant himself upon root of like honotilr^ he 
assembled a great and strong army against him, 
and at the place called Degsaston struck battle 
with him, wherein^ notwithstanding he was over- 
thrown; and the Scots discomfilted^ yet with such 
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loss to king Ethelfrid, that Theobold hk brother, 
with part of the army whereof he was general, 
were all vanqaished and destroyed. This battle 
went so sore against the Scottish Brittains, that 
(saith Beda) no king of that nation durst attempt 
to meet the English in the field for a long time 
after. And the fortune of the day did so much 
augment both his fame and also his haughty 
spirit, that presently he reinforced his power 
against the Brittains that were at Cairlegion, 
where of them he made a most lamentable 
slaughter ; and that not only of the soldiers pre* 
pared for fight^ but £dso qf those rdigious and 
harmless monks there assembled for prayer. 

^' These . monks were of the monastry of 
Bangor in North Wales> famous for antiquityj, 
form <tf discipline, and spacious circuit. It was 
situated in the fruitful valley, now called the^Eng. 
lish Mailar^ and upon the banks. of the, river 
Dee, where it extended kselfj as in the circuit of 
a walled city, containing within it the quantity of 
a mile and a half of grouud . Two of those gates 
may at this day easily be discerned, the one of 
them called Port Hagan, lying by the north, and 
the other Port Calais, situate on the south : the 
river DeCj having now chajoged his channel^ run*- 
neth thorow the middest, betwixt both the gates^ 
which stand asunder fiv^ hundred paces. 

** This monastry (saith Clarindentius) was the 
mother of all others in the world, who, in memory 



of the ^ Seten Churches of Ana/ did dktribiite 
into seven portions their monks^ every one num- 
bering three hundred souls, and all of them liviDg 
by the labour of his own hands. Many of these 
assembling at C^rlegion> to assbt their Brittish 
brethren vrith their supplications uotoGod against 
this Ethelfrid, sumamed the wild, and his fierce 
soldiers, the infidel Saxons, with three days fiist 
spent their time in continual prayer. JBut king 
Ethelfrid beholding their manners, demanded the 
cause, and understanding that they called for as- 
sistance of their God against him and his army, 
he set upon their Guarder Brockmal, a man of 
arms, who, to save his own Ufe^ left all theirs to 
the sword, wherein perished one thousand and 
two hundred Christian monks, besides the dis* 
comfiture of the Brittain's host. 

'' Many of these monks were interred in their 
•own nionastries, whose bodies have been found in 
Ihe memory of man, in the rotten weeds wherein 
they were slain. But as bis fiftme encreased daily 
abroad, so were his fears augmented continually 
at home. For Gdwine, the son of Ella^ and third 
Jking of Daira, a gallant young prince, and newly 
seated in his father's kingdom, wrought many 
suspicions in 'Ethelfrid's head, though he was 
Jbrother to his wife Acca ; yet Che' nearness of 
their alliatace no whit diminished his jealous con- 
ceits ; whom therefore, by privy conspiracies, and 
apparent pursuits, he so daily molested, that he 
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vmm fowed to Mtve his life by imridii^ the 
country ; and tossed in exfle, firom place to place, 
was lastly received and saccowed by Redwald, 
King of the Bast Angles. « 

*' Who in this quMrel forthwith assembled his 
forces, and meeting EthdfHd in the field, slew 
him there, near the river Idle, after he had reign- 
ed twenty-three years — in the year of Christ, his 
incarnation, 617." 



I 

/ 



A deser^ftion tfthe Perwm, Costumes, and Man- 
ners, of the Saxon invadere of Great Brittain*— 
Pram the works ofWiiichmdns, — the Monk, — 
Tacitus, — and Sidenus ApoOinaris. 

^ These Germans were a people weH set, stem 
of countenance, tall of stature, grey eyed, of a 
foir aspect, and dieir hair yellow, very comdjy, 
and their limbs and their bodies well proportion- 
ed ; bold of courage, hardy in fight, and very 
ambitious of glory,---for which parte, the FranloB 
held. them in great admiration, and wondered at 
their neW and strange attire, theur armour, and 
their bushy locks of hair, that firom thfcir heads 
overspread their shoulders. Their heads and 
beards they suffer (saith Tacitus) to grow at 
length, and never put off that vowed ornament 
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and bond of valour fill ibey have sbin an 
enemy. 

*^ But then upon blood and spoil they uncover 
their fordiead^ and say they have paid back the 
price of their birth ; and think themselves vrcnthy 
of their country and parents. Their curled locks 
they bind up in knots, and standing on end, tie it 
in the crown only ; that is the harmless care tiiey 
have of beauty^ to seem more terrible to the 
enemy/* 

And by Sidonius ApoUinaris his testimony ifr->- 
*' that they used to shave off the hair of their 
heads, reserving only a tuft in the crown ; about 
which they wore a hoop or plate of copper, which 
caused the hair to stand upright. A most valorous 
race of men (he continues), excelling all others 
in piracies, and seemed more fearful to live on 
land than at sea ; whose intrusions and sudden 
violence bc^' France and Brittain vrith great 
duaages felt^ For in Brittain an office of chai]^ 
was- instituted to defend the coasts from their ir- 
ruptions, the* captain whereof VFas caUed the 
County or Earl of the Saxon shore/' Of whose 
piracies and savage cruelties the author Sidoniu's 
llius vrrites — 

^' So many rowers as you see/ so many arch 
pirates think you behold ; they all of them to- 
gether so command^ obey, teach, and learn, to 
reb and steal. There is no enemy so cruel as 
this, that setteth upon others at unawares ; and, 
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w occasion serves^ as warily slips himself away. 
He setleth at nought such as. encounter him, and 
he bringeth to nought those that take no heed of 
him ; whom he courseth, he surely overtaketh ; 
when he flies, he is sure to escape^ To this ser- 
vice shipwrecks inure him^ they terrify him not 
Be there a tempest up, the same serveth him^ and 
to assail others. They never weigh anchor up- 
on the enemies coasts, but with a resolution again 
to return ; and their manner is to kill every tenth 
captain, with a lingering and doburous torment, 
for to such vows they bind themselves, and witli 
such sacrifices they discharge their vows again ; 
being indeed not so much purified by such sacri- 
fices, as polluted with sacraledge ; and the bloody 
and abominable murderers think it a rdigious 
thing, rather to torment a prisoner unto death, 
than to set him free for a ranspm. 

" Their apparel was much different from others, 
and seemed strange to the Gauls ; it was a kind 
of cassocki called sagum, clasped, or (for want of 
a clasp) fastened with a thorn, having otherwise 
no garments at all, but going quite naked. Ne- 
verthdesfi^ the richer sort were distinguished from 
others by their garments, which were neither 
laige nor wide, as the Sammates and Parthians 
used to wear them ; but strait, and shewing the 
proportion of every part of their body : besides, 
they wore pelbs, made of beasts skins. The men 
and women's attire differed in nothing saving that 
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thfS women vseltnen garmenUp trimmed^ and ili- 
leilaced with purple^ - and Without sleeves^ their 
arms bare^ and^bomms naked and uncoveredv 

'' As a mark of Ignominy amongst the lAen, 
they wore an iron ring, as a sign of bondage^ t91 
they had cast it from them by the conquest of a 
man. Great knives^ or rather broad bending 
swords^ they trussed upon little shields athwart 
their backs (ftom which Engiilhusiuff announceth 
they had the appellation of Saxon), ite. that 
abandoned^ or lost this shield in battle^ was de* 
barred from the public' sacrifices and assemblies^ 
the greatest disgrace that could be ; for very 
shame and grief thereof many ^ many times^hang* 
ed themseWes. And iipon these shields their 
manner was to lift up their new elected general^ 
and with acclamations so to carry him through 
their camp. 

'^Terrific were these Saxons^ full of agility, 
and for their sudden invasions feared of all.— ^ 
Their fashion was to go forth singing to the 
wars^ carrying before them certain images out iii 
their consecrated woods ; their manner was, be- 
fore they joined battle^ to try (therein arming one 
of their own against some captive enemy) what 
success was to be expected ; and .this they kept as 
a law inviolable. That none might presume to 
bear arms before he was scdemnly admitted^ 
where, in a frequent assembly^ a shield vras given 
him' by bis parents or kindred^ and this ' was the 



ple^K^e as it weije pf his first dqiKHir ; lie \iems 
tiU then r^pQt^ hut ^ particular of a fmSky, h^t 
thepeefiwward It member, of the qoiniiioQwciBlUi. 

*' Tliey were swsifale^ wise^ and ccmwlenite in 
their sdviee^, w preferrieg^ ch^oe cajptaiiis, in £61* 
loirinf their leaderf^ ia Qb9etryii>g tlMr. tnak^ in 
taloi^ the adv^n^Eige i|n4 beni^t 0f the <by», and 
iato^chif)^ in th^ night; hddiiig fortnnci'alinys 
^libtfol« but Vigour alwayi certMn. 

^f Their weapons (spears^ swwds, and UiP ojross 
boi¥), that with ^ horse furni^hed^ shield, sword, 
and lance^ tbdr virgins were received jn mar- 
riage, accountiqg tbem for the greatest bonds. — 
And amongst these martial Germans, those ha* 
bilinfents were in such .use that they did meet 
neither at feasts nor in counsel but in their 
armour." 



A turiauB and scarce Anecdote. — A deBcription of 
a Ntdary sent by the Raman Emperor Coffston* 
two to BriUam, to apprehend some t^wlunn he 
wasjealoug. From Simon Dundmiensis. 

''-At this time the general in the army in Brit- 
tein was o^e Gracianus (the father of Valeatinian, 
the Emperor), by birth an Hungarian^ and so 
strong of Hmb, that no five men could pull a rope 
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out 0^ 1«9 }9mA wilh utt tbiwf fofce^ :^er<)^ ha. 
w«a fivumiLmed Pnum^ tfa^ Ropier- Tbis raa% 

ior'6, was conaidered in c^nfiiHaatJOB of a|l hU 

> 

goods by Constaatius ; wtio now jeigmlffi m^ 
emperor^ unto whom also the Brittains submitted 
tbenuidyeah-^whosfl deputy vw9 ^ifpfi MjBrtin, a 
map virtQow and upr^hl, as he witpessjxl hy 1^ 
deaib. 

"^^ For Constantius^ whose base and dis^nwtfid 
heart feaied* the wagging of every leaf by the 
slaughter of many guiltless^ thinking to make 
himself secure, sent one Paulus, a notary, into 
firittain, to apprehend those he sought. 

'' The smd notary wpsfi Spaniard, of a pepti- 
lent wit and subtiHy, especially in finding out all 
quirks and devices to endanger men's estates; 
whose business being pow to apprehend, and 
bring away such martial men as had entered ac- 
tion in conspiracy. He under tl^at pretence drew 
into danger many who were guiltleds^ and the 
emperor's true subjects ; some of whom he im- 
prisoned, many he tormented, . and others with 
manacles and chains he so bruised that therefore 
lie was called Catena. Old Martin,'the deputy, 
much lamenting their miseries, besought the 
Spaniard to surcease, and not with the offenders 
thus punish the innocent. Whereat the proud 
catchpole so much disdained, that he threatened 
and sought to bring Martin before the Counsd, ' 

c 2 
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and that in'baodB in the manneir of a traitor ;-— - 
which flo much incensled the aged «man> that with 
his dagger he assailed him ; but perceiving the 
wound he' gave him was not deadly/ he stabbed* 
the same into his own side^ whereof he presently, 
died. ' 

'^ Unfortunate wai he in this part^ but other- 
wise a most righteous and worthy man^ that thus- 
attempted to ease the wrongs of the oppressed 
Brittains/' ' 



Though the first part of these selections^ en- 
titled the '' Beauties of Ancient Eloquence/' was 
particularly designed to introduce to the atten- 
tion of the reader the peculiar force and elo- 
quence of the language of times long past — it is 
not^ however^ so entirely occupied by that parti- 
cular branch of hisitnry as to preclude many other 
interesting events. In like manner^ occasionally 
will be introduced specimens of ancient elo- 
quence, which the selector's further research has 
presented; and which have been esteemed well 
calculated to adorn and add value to this work. 
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« 

The Speech of Otho, the Roman Empercr, to ap- 
. pease a tumult amongst his soldiers, pointing 
. out thenecessity of obedience in an amn/. Prom 
. Comelim Tacitus. , 

" My Fellow Soldiers — 1 am not come hither 
to incite you to love me^ and . less to ejdiort you 
to ytrtue and valour ; for of both ypu have ^reat 
store^ and.too much: but I come to request a 
moderation of your valour^ and a mean in ,your 
love towards me. No hatred it was^ no desire to 
have^ (which things have set many an army at 
diflcord)^ no danger you feared and wished tq 
avoid ;^bui a tender care and . excessive affection 
it was towards me^ more zealous than considerate^ 
that bred and excited; the yestefnight's trouble : 
for oft the causes of things, being good^yet^ where 
judgement IS vwiting, pernicious ends dp. often 
ensue. We are going to vrar. VVhat— Is it ex- 
pedient that all .messengers have op<en audience^ 
that all matters; be handled in pr^^^e, of ,all ? 
The nature of warring will jnpt .endure it ; the 
swift sUdibg away of occasions permiUeth it not. 
I tdl you/ it is behoveful that l^H spldj^s should 
beignorant of. some things/ as^ ki\ow ^Oiithersome. 
The authority ;of captains^ the rigour of discipline^ 
is of that nature^ that many things must be only 
commanded, and simply bidden by the.centyrions 
and tqbunes. . If> when things are bidden, every 

c 3 
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one may demand and question the matter, obe- 
dience ftiHog^j government withal will fell to the 
ground I w, diaH there at midnight likewise fhe" 
alarm be given ? Shall a lost and dmnken com- 
padion'or two (for I cannot befteve tiiere were 
more who madded in the^last uproar), shall they 
dare to imbrue their hands in a tribune's and 
centurion's blood, and ' rush into their £DaperDr*8 
pariHon ? You did indeed the same for my sake ; 
but yet in the dark, in such a confusion, occasion 
might also huTe served against me. If Vitellius 
and Ids adherents ,had chose to dispose oar minds, 
a^ they listed, vrhat dse could they wish but se- 
dition and discord ? — that the soldier should not 
obey hii centarion, the centurion lits tribune, 
fbcrtmen aiid bonemen confusedly shoukl run 
lo thieir niin. Surely, fellow ei^iere, by daily 
obeying, not curiously leaning the atptain's com- 
nandment, is ell good stMiery and mUitaiy mat- 
ters maintained — and that army in danger it 
always most.viNant, which, b^re the danger, Is 
mort qoiet <^dL Be you only weU armed and 
fdiatit minded ; to advise And direct your valour 
leave that to me. The fault was bnt of few, the 
pttbialRBmt Bhall be only of two : commend you 
the rest to abc^h and eraze ont of memory that 
dhmal night's work ; anch bloody words against 

late let never any army once dare fot to 
The head of the empire, the ornament of 

vibcee; no, not the very Germans them- 
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selves^ Vfhom ViteUiuft specirily nuseth agpainst 
U8, durst erer liave demanded ta death ! And 
shall the children of Italy then^ and the true Ito- 
man race, require to murder that honourable tDr- 
der, through whose glorious brightness we dim 
and disgrace the obscure baseness of ViteHius's 
fiiction? 

'' ViteDins hath indeed some countries at com* 
mandment ; he hath a certain counterfeit of an 

• • • 

army : btit the senate is of our side^ therefore the 
state is of our side— traitors of theirs. What ? — 
do you think this goodly fair city consisteth in 
houses and stones put together? These are 
dumb and dead things ; they may decay^ they 
may be repaired again^ as it chanceth : the eter- 
nity of the state, the peace of the worlds your 
own well-doing and mine^ Is founded upon the 
safety of the senate* The Either and builder of 
our city did firsts by Ood's approbation, ordain 
and institute this Worthy assembly; front the 
kings to the princes never discontinued : then, as 
we have taken k from our progehitors, so let us 
dethrer it to our successors. The senate is the 
seminary of princes^ and yo^u of the senate/' 

^ This oration was gratefully accepted^ and the 
turouh (fbr the present) coknposed/' 
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Extntis fwm .ihe Life of Julius Agricola—and 
iff his frst attempts uptmlrjdand^Scet^ 
Pram Cornelius Tacitus. 



OF IHE CONDUCT OF AGRICOLA IN BRriTAni. 

"The winter ensuing was spent in most pro- 
fitable .and politic device. For whereas the 
Brittains were rude and dispersed, and therefore 
prone upon every occasion to war ; to induce them 
by pleasures to quietness and rest^ he* exhorted 

■ 

in private^ and helped them ,in common to build 
temples, and houses, and places of public resort^ 
commending the forward, and checking the slow> 
imposing thereby a kind of necessity, upon them> 
whilst each, man contended to gain the lieutenant's 
good will Moreover^ the noblemen's sons he 
took and instructed in the liberal sciences ; pre* 
ferring the . wits of the Brittains before the stu- 
dents of France, as being more curious to attain 
the eloquence of the Roman language, whereas 
they lately rejected the speech. After that our 
attire grew to be in account, and the gown much 
used among them : and so by little and little they 
proceeded to those .provocations of vices — Ux 
sumptuous galleries — ^and baths, and exquisite 

* Agricola. 
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banquetings^ vrhich things the ignorant termed 
civility; — being indeed a point of their bondage. 
. '' In the third year of his war, he discoyered 
new countries^ coasting along till he came to the 
Firth of Taws^ which thing so terrified the ene- 
mieSy that although the army had become toiled 
with cruel tempests^ yet they durst not assail them, 
and the Romans had leisure^ moreover, and space 
to fortify there. They that were skilful that way 
observed, that never any captain did more advised- 
ly chuse his places : no castle jdaned by Agricola 

ever was either forced by strength, or upon con- 
dition surrendtted, or, as not defensible, forsaken. 
Many .times they issued forth; for against a long 
siege, they were stored with a whole ) ear's pro- 
vision. So they wintered there without fear; 
every, ganison guarding itself and needing no 
hdp of their neighbours : the enemy assafling 
sometimes, but in vain, vrithout any success, and 
driven thereupon to despair. For the losses of 
summer they were commonly wont to repair with 
winter events ; now summer and winter alike 
Uiey went to worse. And in all these actions 
Agricola never sought to draw to himself the 
^ly of an exploit done by another ; but were it 
centurion, or of other degree, he would iaithfutty 
vritness the fictct, and yidd him always his due 
commendation. By some he is said to have been 
somewhat bitter in rebuking ; and indeed the man 
was, as towards the good, of most sweet disposi* 
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tioti, so to liad and lewd persons nnpfeasant and 
sour : but his choler passed away with his words r 
doseness and silence in him you needed not fear : 
he esteemed it more honest to offiftnd^ than hate. 
. '^ The fourth summer was spent in perusing 
and ordering that which he had overrun : and if 
the valiant minds of the armies could have per- 
mitted^ or accepted it so^ they need not to have 
sought other limit of J^rittainnie. For Glorai and 
Bodotria^ two arms of two contrary seas^ shooting^ 
mightily into the land^ are only divided asunder 
by a narrow partition of ground^ which passage 
vras guarded and fortified then with garrison and 
castle ; so that the Romans were absolute lords 

9 

of all on this side^ having cast out the enemy, as 
it were, into another land* 

^' The fifth year of the war, Agricola first tak- 
ing sea, went over, and subdued, vrith many and 
prosperous conflicts, nations before that time un- 
known, and furnished with forces that part of Bri- 
tainnie, which lyeth against Ireland^ more in hope 
than from fear. For Ireland, if it might have 
been won, lying between Brittain and Spain, and 
fitly also for the French sea, would hietply have 
united, to the great advantage of the one land the 
other, these strongest members of the empire to* 
gether. In bigness, it is inferior to Brittainnie, 
howbeit bigger than the idands of our seas. The 
soil and temperature of the air, the natiire and 
the fashions of the people, differ not much from 
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the Brittifih. The ports and phces of access are 
more known^ by reason of more frequenting of 
merchants. AgridAa, bad before received a prince 
of that country^ driven ont by civil dissension^ 
whom under colour of courtesy and friendship he 
retained^ till occasion should serve. I have heard 
bim often times say^ that witb one legion and 
some few aydes^ Ireland might be won and pos- 
sessed^ and that it were also a strength for our 
Brittish affairs^ if the Roman forces were planted 
dsewhere^ and liberty as it were bani^ed out of 
sight. 

^ Now in the summer^ wMch began the sixth 
year of bis office^ because a general rising in arms 
of all the further nations beyond Bodotria wai( 
feared^ and passages were all beset with the power 
of the eneteiies : ' be manned a fleets to search the 
ereeks and harbours of the ample region beyond 
it^ backing them first of all With a navy, the rest 
of his strength, and with a godiiy brave shew 
bringing war both by hind and seia.-~And oft, so 
it thanced, that the horsemen and footmen, and ^ 
the sea soldiers, met, and made merry in the 
same camp, extdUing aiid magnifyiiig each their 
own prowess and adventures; making their 
vannta and comparisons (soldier like), the one qf 
the woods and high mountains, th^ other of the 
danger of tempests and waves ; the one of the 
land and the enemy, the other of the ocean sub- 
dued. 
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'' The Brittains^ as by the prisoner it was un< 
derstood^ were amazed also at the si^ht of the 
navy, as though now the secrets of their sea-were 
disclosed^ and no refuge remained if they were 
. overcome. Whereupon the Caledonians arming 
with great preparation, and greater fame- (to the 
manner is of matters unknown), assailed, our 
castles, as challengers, braving ^nd puttmg in 
fear : insomuch that some of our side, who would 
seem to be wise, being dastard in deed, counselled 
the general to retire on this side Bodotria, and 
rather to depart of his own accord, than to be re- 
pelled in shame. In the mean season, Agricola 
hath knowledge, that the enemies meant to di- 
vide themselves, and to give the onset in different 
companies. Whereupon, lest he should be in- 
closed about, and entrapped by their muUitude> 
and skill in the country, he marched also with bis. 
army divided in thr^ e ; which^ when it was known 
to (he enemy, changing advice upon the sudden^ 
^nd uniting their forces together, they jointly as- 
sailed by night the ninth legion^ as being of 
iveakest resistance ; and having slain the watcb> 
partly asleep, and partly amazed with fear, brake 
into the camp. 

'^ And' now were' they fighting within the 
trenches^ when Agricola having understood by 
spies what way the enemy had taken, and follow- 
ing their footsteps, commanded the lightest horse^ 
med and footmen to play on their backs, and 
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maintain the-skirmish ; and anon^the whole army 
to shout-: and when it drew near to be day, the 
glittering olF the ensigns were seen. So the 
Brittains being quailled with a double danger, 
the-RomansTecoiPered courage again, and being 
but of peril of Uieir persons, fought now for their 
honour : freshly assailing their late assailers, atid 
driving them to Uie gates ; where, in the straits^ 
the conflict was sharp and cruel, till, in the end, 
the enemies were forced to flee, whilst both our 
armies contended, the one to have seemed to help, 
their . fellows ; the other, to have needed none 
other to help them : and if the bogs and woods 
had not covered their flight, that victory had end* 

• • • 

ed the war. . Upon this battle so manfully fought, 
so furiously wcm, the army presuming that to their 
prowess all things wer^ easy aud ppen^ cried to 
lead into Caledonia, and to find out the limit of 
Brittainnie,. with a course of continual conquests : 
and those that e'erwhile were so wary and wise, 
waxed forward enough after that .event, and grew 
to speak bigly : . such is the hard condition of 
wars ; if ought fall out well, all challenge a part, 
imsfortunes are only imputed to one. Contrari- 
-wise, the Brittains presupposing that not valour, 
but the cunning of the gener^, by using the oc- 
casionj had carried it away, abated no whit ,of 
their stomach, but armed their youth, transported 
their children arud their wives into places of safe^ 
ty, and sought by assemblies and religious rites to 
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establish an association of the cities together. 
And so lar that year both parties defM^d avray. 

'' The same summer^ a cohort of Usipiani le* 
vied in Germany^ and sent OTer into BrittaiQiik, 
committed an heinoas and fneroorable act. For 
having slain a centurion^ and certain soldiem set 
over them for discipline^ they fled and embarked 
themselves in three vessels^ compeUingf the mas- 
ters^ by force^ to execute their charge. : and only 
one doin^ his offipe^ the other two^ being bob- 
pected, were th^eupon slain ; this stmnge going 
out^ the fact:n9t yet being noised abroad^ was 
gazed and wondered at. AflerwardSj being driven 
uncertainly hither an4. thither^ on assailing the 
Brittains^ which stood ia defence of their own, 
often prevailing and sooietimes repulsed, they 
came at last to thai; mi^^ry, that they were in- 
forced to eat one finqtber ; first of the weakest, 
then as the lot lighted* . And thus floating about 
Brittainnie, and loosing their vessels for lack of 
governmentj they were intercepted as pirates and 
robbers ; and some of them being:boughtby mer« 
chants, as slaves^ and by change of masters 
brought to our side of the river, grew into a name, 
by giving first notice of so great and so rare an 
adventure. 

*[ In the beginning of the summer, Agricoh 
was deeply touched vrith a grievous mischance, 
which happened at his own house ; for he lost his 
own npn^ being about a year old. Which unfor- 
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tonale hap« he neither bore out as some great 
men have done^ in the like vain gloriondy^ nor 
took it Bgem so impnti^ntly as women are wont : 
and aoudst his moomiBg and sorrow^ n«ed the 
viraiB as one of hia reaiedies. Therefore sending 
his nayi^ b^ere^ which by spoiling in sundry 
pla^^. should induce a greater* and uncertainer 
tenor iqpon theoij he made ready and followed 
hiqiself with his army^ joiniqg thereto sopne of the 
\a]ia|it§st ^tfains^ whom^ by long ejiperiencein 
peace^ he had found most faithful^ and so artilred 
at the Mount Grampius^ where the enemies wcfre 
lodged before. For the Brittains^ ttot djEiunted 
with the event of the former battle^ and attending 
for nothing else but revenge^ or servitude^ and 
being taught at the length, that common danger 
inust be repelled with concord^ by leagues^ and 
emtiassagesj had assembled the power of all the 
cities together^ about thirty thousand armed men, 
' the view being taken^ besides an endless* number 
of youtbj which daily flocked to them, and lusty 
old men, renowned tn wars, and wearing the 
due to their honour/' * 



' * tee the tiietnorable oration of Gal^acus on this occa- 
-sion (lA continuation), Inserted in the Beauties of Ancient 
Bhiqiietce. TUt account (written lij a Roman), is a most 
ilntterio^.(lbou§h just) testimony of th^ courage, foi-titode,- 
and perscYerance of the Britiains. 
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An interesting detail of the Death of Agricok,' 
an extract peculiarly remariiable for morality and 
pathos ; — and as recording the last moments and 
words of BO great a man, and one who bad so 
great a share in the management of affairs in this 
country, under the government of the Romans, 
is well worthy particular attention. The cha- 
racter given of Agricola being likewise most 
amiable. 

Tacitua, having recorded &11 the events of the 
life of this great general, thus continues — 

" Besides the Emperor (Domitian) was prone 
and headlong to anger, (and it is the property of 
man's nature to hate those they have hurted), and 
the more close he was the more inexorable, yet 
was he notwithstanding altered and tnollified by 
Agricola's discretion and wary behaviour. Let 
them well know, that are wont to admire those 
things alone, which are done against the stream 
of the dme, that great men may be found, even 
under bad princes; that dutiful obedience and 
modesty (if industry and valour be Joined), may 
attain to that degree of fame and renown, which 
MMiu> following dangerous courses have aspired 

by an ambitious death, without any further 

at all. 
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^^ The end of Agricola's life brought mourning 
to us, and grief to his friends, and even by stran- 
gers and persons unknown was lamented, the 
common sort also, and this reticliles people of ours 
both came oft to his house, and in all public places 
and meetings had it in speech : neither did any 
person, when he heard of his death, either re- 
joice, or so suddenly forget it. And that which 
procured the greater compassion was, a constant 
report that he was made away by poison. Of 
mine own knowledge I dare assure nothing ; this 
only, that during the time of his sickness, there 
came from Domitian, ofteiver than was usually 
wont from princes, who visit by others both of his 
secretest servants and nearest physicians to see 
him, whether as of carefulness, or only to spy 
out^ I leave it uncertain. Certain it is, that the 
day of his death, every degree of his going away, 
was carried in post to the prince ; and few men 
believed the news should be hastened so much, 
that he would be sorry to hear. Notwithstanding 
he made show of great sorrow in mind and coun- 
tenance, being now out of danger of that which 
he hated, and one that could more easily dissemble 
his joy than his fear. 

'^ When Agricola's will was read, wherein he 
made Domitian co-heir with his mpst dear wife 
and most dutiful daughter, it was certain he most 
greatly rejoiced thereat, as if it had been a sign 
of honour, or proceeded of judgement ; so blind^ 
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ed he was, and so greatly corropted by continual 
custom of flatteries, that he could not p^ceive> 
that no good father did ever appoint for his heir, 
any prince, but a tyrant Agricola was born the 
thirteenth day of June, Cains Caesar being third 
time Consul, and died the six and fiftieth yc»f of 
his age, the four and twentieth day of August^ 
Cottega and Priscus being Consuls. 

'' Of personage (if posterity desire to be . in- 
formed tiiereof) he was rather v^^ll proportioned 
than tall, with an assuredness, and great grace in 
his countenance. A good man, you would easily 
think him, and willingly a great. And although 
he died in the middle course of his ripe age^ in 
respect of honour, and glory, he lived with the 
longest : for of all the parts of true feUcity, which 
consisteth in virtue, he had fulfdled the measure. 
And having obtained beside. Consular, and tri- 
umphant ornaments, what more could fbrtutie an- 
nex to his estate f Excess of riches, he delighted 
not in ; honourably he had, and according to his 
degree, yea happy may he be thought indeed, 
that escaped those tempests which followed. — 
Leaving behind him a daughter, and vrife ; his 
honour not stained — his fame not touched, his 
friends and allies in flourishing state. For, as in 
our hearing, he wished and hoped to live and last 
to the light of this most blessed age, and see 
Trajan established prince, so his hastened death 
had this grei|t comfort, that he lived not to see 
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thdt last and miseraMe time^ in the which Donri- 
tiflti^ Qot^t seasons^ and by fits^ but with a conti- 
nual course^ and at one bloVv^^ as it were^ mined 
the rtate. Agricola fived not to see — the Senate- 
house beset-— the Senate environed with soldiers^ 
and an in one fwtj ; the death also of so many 
con!!3ulaT personages^ the banishments and flights 
of so niany great women. Cams Metiud had ob- 
tain6d^ as yet, but one conquest^ and Messalanus' 
bloody sentences kept theroseltes within the ma- 
nor of Alba^ and ^lassa Bebias himself was then 
called in question. 

" Anon^ after our hands led Heluidius into pri- 
son ; the sight of Mauricus and Rusticus, pierced 
our hearts. Senecio besprinUed us with his guilt- 
less blood. Yet Nero withdrew his presence^ 
and comiriandirtg cruelties^looked not on. The 
principal part of our niiseries under Ddmitian^ was 
to see and be seen ; when our secret sighs were 
registered, when the cruel countenance, and red 
visage, with Which he armed himself against 
blushing and shame, could endure to note, and 
mark the fe&rs, and paleness, of so many persdns. 
Thrite happy then may est thou Agricola be count- 
ed, not otily for the renown of thy life — but also 
for the opportunity of thy decease. Thou didest, 
(as they do affirm, which were present at thy last 
speeches), accept thy death, most patiently, and 
willlrigly, as though, for thy part, thou wouldest 
have cleared the prince. But I, and thy daughter, 

D 2 
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besides the lo88.ef so dear a father^ we have a 
further cause to be grieved^ that it was not our 
chance to be with thee in thy sickness, to cherish 
thy weakness, to satisfy and content ourselves 
with seeing and embracing thee. — Some counsel 
no doubt, and some precepts we should have re- 
ceived in charge, to point and engrave on our 
hearts : this is our gdef, this our special misfor* 
tune : to us, in respect of our long absence, four 
years, before thou wast lost — And albeit, thy lov- 
ing wife, the best of all mothers, sat by, and fur- 
nished (no doubt) all things in most honourable 
sort, yet wast thou laid up, with fewer tears ; and, 
at thy last hour, thine eyes missed somewhat. If 
there be any place for the ghosts of good men, if, 
as wise men desire, the souls of great persons die 
not, with their bodies, — in peace mayest thou 
rest, and recall us thy posterity, from impatient 
i^nd womanish wailings, to the contemplation of 
thy virtues ; which are in no sort to be sorrowed 
for, or bewailed — but rather to be admired. This 
is true honour indeed, and this is the duty of near- 
est kinsfolks. So I would counsel thy daughter, 
and thy wife, to reverence the memory of their 
fiither and husband, with often remembering his 
dpings, and his words, recognising the glory and 
image of his mind, rather than that of his body: 
Not that I dislike of images cut in marble, or 
metal, bat as men's faces — so the images of their 
faces are mortal and frail : the shape of the mind 



ANCIENT HISTdRY. 37 

• 

is eternal^ which we may represent and express^ 
not by matter and art^ borrowed abroad^ but by 
OUT own manners within. That of Agpricola^ 
which we did love^ which we admired^ remaineth^ 
and so will remain, in the minds of men, in the 
continual succession of ages, in fame and re- 
nown.'^—For many of the ancients shall lie buried 
in obscure and inglorious oblivion ; but Agricola 
shall live recommended to posterity, and continue 
for ever.'* 



An account of the death of so great a tyrant as 
the Emperor Dorottian was, may (in this place) 
be acceptable — as the latter end of bad men most 
gienetially convey the best moral lesson which 
can be contemplated. 

From Speed. 

• 

^' The life of Domitian was now grown un- 
reasonably vain. He caused his statue to be made 
in gold, and commanded himself to be called God. 
His cruelty dvery where matchable to his* pride. 
The senator and nobles, upon small surmises, he 
murdered ; and many new tortures he invented ; 
confiscations and banishments were favours, not 
punishments. \ Among, which the Christians bore 
a part, whose second persecution this tyrant raised 
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and begtU9* The great Evangel^^ St Joha^ be 
banjabed into the Isle of Patmos, where hq re- 
ceitred bis Refelations from Jesa» Cbristi appear- 
ing unto biin> in no lesa m^jesty^ than Daniel ber 
foie time bad seen him in bis visions : and both 
after a sort^ in 9iie and die same mnner. For 
BH Daniel saw a lion^ bear^ leopard^ find moiiiter 
with ten horns, persecute tb^ Jews, God's people, 
and to faM beneath the stone^ cut wtthout hamls, 
which brake into powder the image of their ty- 
ranical government^ to give place to the peaceable 
birth and kingdom of Christ. So John saw one 
beast, compacted of these four^ mouthed like a 
lion, footed like a bear, spotted as the leopard, 
and homed for number and power with the mon- 
ster^ retaining their tyranny against the Chiurch 
of Christ, in raising persecutions, and doudiag 
with idolatry the brightness of his word^ which 
beast shall be cast into the lake of fire and bnm* 
stone, &c. &c. 

*' And in these courses Domitian continued so 
Ipng, that lastly he grew odioms to all, even his 
nearest friends and* followers^ which himself bad 
raised^ who^^ together with his wife, conspired bis 
death. The chiefest in this action w«^ Stephen 
a procurator, and steward to Domicilla^ his em- 
press ; who, feeing himself lame of the left urm, 
in delivering him a scroll, contaifikig tike namea of 
the conspirators^ struck him in the beHy wi4h bis 
sword^and the rest coming in» with seven wouqds^ 
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inade an tnd of his life : whose death iras so ac- 
ceptable to the Senate^ that thiey disgracefully 
abused his carcase^ cast down his scutcheons and 
ifiiag^es^ and forbad all manner remembrance of 
him. Albeit^ some of Ae soldiers as much storm- 
ed^ seeking to fevenge his death, and canonizing 
hiinfof kGod. 

"^ Of stature he was tall, bis complexion iair^ 
his count^nahce modesty his head very baM^ his 
eyes red^ fuD^ g^esit, and dim ; of a comely form» 
only his befiy bearing out^ his legs smaO^ and his 
foot softiew^at short. He died the eighteenth day 
of September, aged forty-five, when he had reign- 
ed fifteen yfears — the year of our Lord's incama^ 
tion/ninety years : with whom, both Suetonius 
and Tacitus end thdir history." 



T%e Edict of AktimuB, for the Protection of the 

Christians. Cambden. 

** The Emperor Cffisar Marius, Aumlius, An- 
tonius, Augustus, Arminicus, Pontifex Maximus, 
fifteen times Tribune, thrice Consul, unto the 
Cotnndons of Asia-r-sendeth greeting. 

^ I doubt not but the Gods themselves have a 
care that wicked persons shaD be brought to light, 

D 4 
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« 

for it much more doth appertain unto them^ than 
it doth unto you^ to punish such as refuse to yield 
them worship. But this course which you take^ 
doth confirm them^ whom you persecute^ in this 
their opinion of you^ that you are impious men, 
and mere Atheists : whereby it cometh to pass 
that they desire in the quarrel of their God^ ra- 
ther to die, than to yield to Jthe. wills of such as 
you are, and to embrace the form of your religion. 
Let it not seem unreasonable, to call to your rer 
membrance the earthquakes, which ktely happen- 
ed, and which yet are^ to your great terror and 
grief; because I understand, that in such like ac- 
cidents, you cast the envy of such common mis- 
fortunes on their shoulders, whereby their confi- 
dence and trust in their God is much the more 
increased ; whereas you be still ignorant of the 
true causes of such things, do both neglect the 
worship of the other Gods, and also banish and 
persecute the service of the immortal God ; whom 
the Christians do worship, and you persecute to 
the death, all the embracers of that profession. 
In the behalf of these men, many of the provincial 
Presidents have written before, unto our father 
of fiunous memory, to whom he answered, that 
they should not be molested, unless they were 
proved to have practised treason against the Im- 
perial state : and touching the same matter, some 
have givien notice unto me, to whom I have an- 
swered with like moderation that my father did 
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before. And by this our edict do we ordain^ that 
if any hereafter be found thus busy in molesting 
these kind of nienj without any their offence^ we 
command that he> who is accused upon this point, 
be absolved ; albeit, he be proTed to be such a 
man as he is charged to be, that is, a Christian ; 
and he that is his accuser shaU suffer the same 
punishment which he sought to procure upon the 
other." . 

*' This mild and liberal edict was promulgated 
at Ephesus, in the general counsel of all Asia, so 
iavoumble was this good Emperor to the true pro- 
fessors, and indeed to all sorts of men, having 
that apoihegme of Scipio Africanius's wife in his 
mouth, ' that he would rather save one subject's 
life than Jcill a thousand enemies/ 

'* This Emperor vras of stature taD, of a seemly 
presence, in countenance majestical, in manners 
mild, of a singular wit, very learned and eloquent, 
and a great lover of husbandry ; peaceable, mer- 
ciful,' and bounteous : in the last of which virtues 
he so much exceeded, that thereby he set going 
wholly his own private estate and demeans— 
whereat, when his Empress much repined, he told 
her, that when he undertook the title and state of 
an Emperor, he then did forego the interest and 
properties of a private person. He died of a fever 
the 7th of March, the year of his life 75, ond of 
Christ 162." 
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An account of the Profusion and Extravagance 
of HeKogabilis, the Roman Emperor. From 
l^l^eed. 

'' Ifis apparel vras rich^ and most extremely 
costly^ and yet could never wear one garment 
twice : his shoes emtiellished with pearis and dia- 
monds^ his seats bestrewed with musk and amber, 
his bed covered with gold and purple^ and beset 
with the most costly pearls and jewels : his way 
strewed with powder of gold : his lamps burning 
with no otfiier oils than the balms of India and 
Ata)na : his fish ponds filled with no other water 
then of distilled roses : his ships in his numachies-^ 
or sea fights^ floated in a river of wine : his baths 
most costly built^ and- again> after they were once 
used, presendy plucked down ; his pbte of finest 
gold, but nevier served twice at his table : his rings 
and jewels most rich^ but never worn twice : his 
concubines many and changeable^ but never one 
seen by him twice. His diet so profuse, that at 
eveiy supper in his court was usually spent a thou- 
sand pounds sterKng. Inviting the chief citizens 
to a feasts he strewed all the rooms with safiron, 
as it were with rushes, saying, ' that such catde 
were worthy such costly Utter/ Near the sea, 
with him was no fish eat ; and in the land^ no 
flesh : whole meals were made of the tongues of 
singing birds and peacocks, or of the brains of the 
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most costly creatures^ riways sftying^ ' that meat 
was not savoury whose sauce was not costly/ — 
And indeed so costly was his sauce, that the re- 
venues of Germany, Prance, Britain, Spain, Italy, 
Sicilia, Grecia, Asia, Assyria, E^gypt, Arabia, and 
all the islands, were not sufficient to defray the 
charges of it/' 



A very scarce and curious copy from Gildas 
(called the Mournful Historian), of the last appli- 
cation of the Brittains and the Romans for ass&t- 
ance and protection, called ** the groans of the 
Brittains ;*' their farther application (o the Saxons 
for the same purpose ; and his own remarks and 
hraentations- on that occasion. This historian 
Bved about the time he records with so much 
pathos and feeling, and is frequently quoted by 
succeeding historians. This account is put at 
full^ as the style and language is interesting and 
pathetic, and the circumstances worthy of much 
consideration, and requisite to be well known by 
the readers of English history. 

^* As soon as the Romans had left Brittain, and 
were returning unto their home, forthwith hideous 
multitudes of Scots and Picts came swarming 
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out of tbeir carroghes^ wherein they pateed the 
Sictick* Vale^ like whole annies of dusklsh ver- 
mine, which at high noon^ when the sun is in its 
greatest heat, began to crawl forth of their narrow 
holes^ an infinite number of hideous Soots and 
Picts^ which two kinds of people, though in con- 
dition somewhat different^ yet they consorted but 
too well in greedy desire of bloodshed. And 
having intelligence the associates of Brittain were 
now returned^ with utter disclaim of further as- 
sistance ; with more confident boldness than ever 
before^ they sieze all the northern and uttermost 
parts of the island^ as if it had been their own in- 
heritance ; even as fiur, as to the wall. Against 
these attempts^ there were ranged in the high 
forts along the wall, garrisons of soldiers^ but such 
as were both slothfiil^ and also unserviceable for 
martial afiairs : which white livered lougels, with 
quaking hearts^ sat stiU warding day and nighty 
till their joints were as benumbed, and as stuped, 
as the stones whereon they sat ; insomuch, as the 
naked enemies did, with long hooked engines, 
pluck from off the wall those miserable warders, 
dashing their bodies against the ground. This 
good yet they got, by their untimely deaths, that 
being thus suddenly dispatched out of the world, 
they escaped the imminent, lamentable calamities, 
that their brethren and children shortly after fdt. 

* Irish sea. 
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To be shorty having abandoned their cities^ and 
this high defensive waD^ once more they took 
themselves to flighty and were dispersed in a more 
desperate manner then ever before. For the 
enemy was more hot in pursuit^ and mcHre cruel in 
the slaughter ; the woeful inhabitants being by 
their enemies massacred^ and rent in pieces like 
lambs in the hands of bloody butchers^ or in the 
jaws of cruel and savage beasts. 

'^ In these most miserable times (necessity so 
compelling)^ the poor distressed people forbore 
not to rob each other of thsCt sustenance which 
could help them but for a very small season : and 
so their hostile oppressions were encreased by 
their domestic vexations ; for that the whole 
country^ by these continual dareptiohs^ was ut- 
teriy deprived of the staff of food^ having nothing 
left to prolong their life, but that only what they 
got « by hunting. — Whereupon/ about the S9th 
year of Theodosius, and of Christ four hundred 
and forty-six, the distressed remains of the down- 
cast Brittains, addressed their missive letters to 
Attius, President of Gallia, in most hmentable 
manner, and thus inscribed — 

''. To Attius, thrice Comulythe Groanea of 
theBrittama. 

' " The Barbarians drive us back to the sea — 
the seft again putteth us back upon the Barba- 
rians : thus; between two kinds of deaths^ we are 
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either daugbtered or drowned. Weare the reifi^ 
Hants that survive of the Brittains, and are your 
subjects : v^ho^ besides the enemy^ are afiUcted 
by famine and mortality^ which at this present ex* 
treemly lageth in the land/' 

(Gildas then goes on and recounts their appli* 
cation to the Saxons, after fiiiling in their expect- 
ed relief from the Romans^ in these words.) 

'^ Therefore^ hearing of the brave; worfliy, and 
fbitanate exploits atchieved by the Saxons^ they 
sent in humble embassage to require their aid^ 
and these having audience, spake as follows^^ 

^' Most nckie Saxons*-«the poor and distressed 
Brets, outworn and tired, by the many incursions 
1^ their enemies, and hearing the fame of those 
victories which you have most valiantly obtained, 
hatre sent us supplicants unto you, craving that 
you would not deny them your help and succour. 
A Iftige and spacious land they have, plentiful and 
abundant in all things^ which we yield whoOy to 
be at your devotion and command. Hitherto we 
have lived freely, under the patronage and pro* 
te<4ion of the Romans ; next unto whom, we know 
not any mwe powerful than yourselves : and there- 
fore we'seek for refuge, under the wings of your 
valottr. So that we may^ by yeur puissance, be 
suporior of our memies : whatsoever service ye^ 
shall impose upon us; that will we willingly abide/' 
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" To this petition, tke peers and noUes o( the 
Saxons briefy made answer ia this wise*-^ 

'' Know ye, that the Saxons will be &st friends 
unto tile Brets^ and ready at all tines to assist 
them in their necessity, and also to pracnre their 
wealth. With joy, therefore, return ye ambas- 
sadors, and with this wished for intelligence make 
your countrymen jglad/' 

*' Hereupon (according to promise)^ an army 
was sent intoBrittain, and joyfully received, which 
in short time freed the land from the spoiling ene- 
mies, and recovered the country unto the behoof 
of the inhabitants. 

'' To repress (continueth Gildas) many inva^ 
sions of this their ancient enemies, which with 
cruel slaughters and booties continually afflicted 
them^ the Brittains fefl to consult upon some con- 
venient course therein to be taken. Lsstly, all 
the CSouncellers, being blinded in judgement, de- 
vised such a protection, as in the end proved their 
countries' destmction : nAmely, that thoise fierce 
Saxons, a peqple savage aod of htttefol name> 
odious both to God and man, should be let into 
the island, as it were wolves into the sheep^foMs^ 
to repulse (forsooth) the northern nations : then 
which project, doubtless^ noticing was ever more 
pernicious and unhappy unto this land. Oh sences, 
scencdess and plunged into deepest mists of emuv 
desperate blindness, and blind blockishness of 
.mind ! Those who in absence were feared, even 
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more than death, now of their own accord are id- 
vited by these Princes of Egypt (if I may so say, 
thus Bottishly consulting their Pharoafa) to comej 
and rest with under one roof. Presently out of 
flie den of that barbarous lioness rushed forth a 
keonel of her whelps, in three long vessels, call- 
ed in their language Cynlea*, carried under full 
sail, and ominous pnesages fore prophescyirig, that 
for three handred years they should possess that 
landj unto which they then directed their course ; 
and-for half of that space, one hundred and fifty 
years, they should waste and depopulate the same. 
These being put on shore, first in the east part of 
the islandj and that by commandment of the un- 
fortunate tyrantf, there set fast their terrible 
paws, pretending to the islanders the defence of 
their country, but more truly intending the de- 
stniction thereof. The foresaid Itonesb; finding * 
that her first troop of whelps sped so well, sends 
again a greater rabble of the same litter, which 
here-arrived in flotes, bringing with them some 
other associates of bastardly and un noble blood. 
And these beginnings, the slips of iniquity, and 
the roots of bitterness (an accursed plantation, 
well befitting our demerits) have sprung up, and 
put forth in our sml their haughty boughs and 
spreading branches. This barbaroos nation, thus 
IHofesnng themselves our soldiers, and 

iKdu, t Vgrtigeni. 
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8uch as would endore all hazards (so they feigned) 

in defence of their good hosts : first they craved 

suj^ly of victuals only, which being given them 

for some lime stopped (as we may say) the dog*s 

inooth : howbeit^ they afterwards complain that 

their wages were not bountifully enough paid, 

devising of purpose colourable occasion of quar* 

rel^ and threatening, that unless they might have 

magnificent entertainment, they would, vnth the 

breach of covenant, spoil and waste the whcrfe 

island. And, without further delay, they second 

these threats with deeds, (for out sins the cause oS 

deferred revenge viras still nourished), and the fire 

kindled eastward, was set a flaming by these sa* 

criligious men, from sea to sea, and ceasing not 

to consume all the cities and countries bordering 

thereabout, until such time, as, burning well near 

all the inland soil of the island, it licked (as it 

were) with the red tongne of the same, the very 

westam ocean itsdf. In this violent invasion, 

comparable to that of the Assirians against the 

land of Israel in old times — is historically fulfilled 

also in us, that which the Prophet, by sorrowful 

lamentation, uttereth : ' They have set fire upon 

tby holy places, and have burnt the dwelling place 

of thy name even unto the ground ;' and agun, 

' Oh God, the heathens are come into thy heri« 

tage, thy holy temple have they defiled,' for all 

the fortifications demolished with their engines. 
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and the inbabitantB, tog^ier with the bishops of 
the churchy and also the prierts and people^ with 
glittering swords^ and etackfing flaroee^ were all 
at once laid along upon the ground ; yea^ and 
(which was a most lamentable spectacle) the slste- 
ly towers^ the high moantdd walls, and the sacred 
altains^ lay aH tumbled together^ ^ purfded with 
the broken and bloody quarters, aiHl gored car- 
cases^ mixed as in a horrible wine presSb Nei- 
ther were there any other sepulchres abroad^ save 
the ruins of buildings^ and the bowels of wM 
beasts and birds/ 

'^ During this most woefal^ desperate^ and teiti- 
pestuous season, (continues the moamful histo*- 
rian)« some poor remains of Brittain being fiiund 
in the mountains^ were slain by whole heaps^ 
others^ pined by &roine^ came and yielded tliem-> 
selyes unto their enemiM, upon condition to serve 
them as bond slaves for ever^ so they roi^ht not 
be slaughtered out of hand ; which gmntedj was 
reputed a most high and qiecial grace : ollterd 
went over seas into strange lands^ singing under 
their spread saib^ with a lamentable and motnrttfiil 
note^ that of the Psafanist — ' Thou hast given us, 
O Lord, as sheep^ to be devoured, and has scat^ 
tared us among the heathen.' Yet others remain^ 
ed still in their own country ; albeit in fearftil 
estate, and continually suspecting hazard, com- 
mittn^ their lives and safely to the high steep 



kills, to craggy mount^M, nktumlly t^tnetithttl^ 
to thick grown wobds and forests, yea, and 16 tte 
rodcd of the sea. 

^ Thus Was Brittain brought to the period df 
het gimy, and the peb]^e fniseraUy subjected to 
a foreigld nation, about thfe year from Christy xA* 
iitlty four hundred and ^evetlty-three, and aftet 
the Roniatis' last iieu^Well twenty-eight years, iri 
Winch titne ytm see they were tnost cruelly ptir- 
saed with all talamities df war, and lastly betrayed 
by tbetn !n whom so itiuCh trust was reposed ; as 
mMimfid GiMas thus ruefully declareth/' 



ftAltfiSd9tt 



Princess, to KiUg VMigeVh-^itUh m Mdnad 
if Me Itteadteiil ^ftht Sdxoni^, %e. Prom 
•WWiamoftihikni^Mty. 

m 

'^ Heiigest, tliat by the ^ft iX Voitigem had 
got the wMe {losses^imi 6f f[ent^ sent for mbite 
mlfpMes df %&tfM unto his did, pittenfding ctti^ 

* WUA Hie teaeraMfe Bedii.-^'' The riches tt Brittain, 
aA>4lfe ftitilitf 6f the toil, iKStt st^ch motived to tiie cdVel- 
<Mi#,-aM Spiring ttinds of th« Saotons ; «sd #here they got' 

• 

footing there they kept standing, and picked o«e6arionf»1iere 
they were too strong.* 

e2 
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ployment of their eervice in other parts^ bat in^ 
deed to make strong his own designs : and these 
swarming daily over into Brittain^ got the strength 
of munition and command of military affairs, with- 
out impeach : for the king Vortigem holding him* 
self now sure firom all interruptions^ gave his im- 
moderate senses scope, to nourish more freely 
their sensual pleasures, and committed more au-: 
daciously those vices unto which his own corrupt 
nature was naturally addicted. This Hengest 
soon perceived, and, to add more matter for the 
flame, fed still the humours of this vicious king ; 
outwardly shewing his care and readiness for the 
land's defence, his counsel and love to the nobles 
in estate, and his courteous carriage to the com- 
mons in general ; but to the king, an overseeing 
diligence and servile obedience ; by all of which, 
ere it was long, he gave fire to the mine that blew 
up the foundations of the British policy. 

'* For feasting the king in the castle of Tonng*^ 
he commanded his daughter, a lady of passing 
beauty, to attend the banquet, whose excellent 
features, and seemly behaviour, blew the sparks 
of desire so right into Vortigem's wanton eye, 
that they presently kindled a flame in his lasci-. 



* Hengest obtained from king Vertigem as moch grooad 
(for a gift) ai be could enclose witb a bulFs bide, wbicb 
cutting into tbrongs, be built tbe castle, called from thence 
Throng's Casde. 
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vious heart : for in the midst of hn cupsiRowena 
(bo was the damsel called)^ with a low reverence 
and pleasing g^ace^ saluted the king with a xup 
of goM, fall of sweet wine^ incharming it with 
these words^ in her hnguage^ — * Waes heal 
biapopb cyning/ — which is in English^ ' be of 
health Lord King ;' he demanding the meanings 
would be tau^ to answer hereto her own under- 
standing, and said (from instruction) ' Drinc 
heal,' that is, ' drink health/ whereof when he 
had i^tedged her (as we speak)^ this bowl infected 
.his senses, with no less sottishness^ than that of 
•Belus is said to do Dido, when Cupid placed the 
child Ascanius betwixt Eneas and her ; and 
bibu^t more bale to the land^ then afterwards 
did that which was presented to King Jobp at 
Swinsted Abbey, by Simon the poisoning jnonk. 
For notwithstanding that Vortigem had a queen 
then living— himself not young, having sons at 
man's estate, in profession a Christian, whose re- 
ligion idloweth neither polygamy nor adultery, did 
neverthdess importunate Hengest that Rowena 
might be his wife : which at first, with some shew 
of excuse and unworthy ness of person for so high 
a grace,' was deny ed; but lastly consented unto, 
and the nuptials performed. And now fortune 
casting occasion daily into Hengest's lap, he gave 
his aspiring thoughts no rest, till he had. got the 
crown from Vortigern's head, and seized all un- 
der the Saxon power. 

E 3 
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. '^ This Hengest iras donbtlw^ a. prince of Che 
cbi^est bhiod and notjility of the l^wt, wd by 
bii>th of Ajigria In We9tfkal&% wheram imtothk 
day « iplaoe retainetli hia oame^ being ctfed 

^' He being now^gfionHi iiUa high ftvew vrith 
Ihe ktag!, fay tlie masriage of Rqwcaq^ and faued 
of (he ndUlity for hia strength and policy^ have 
himself gMat aancogstr them all, fov hia anppKaB 
dailjr anriving!, pesteved» if not plagued, bubC pate 
of tlik ifllaMi AmottgalllieQi Mm vMeie attmt fei^ 
by the advioe of Heagnt, two principal eapiaki% 
Octa and Bbiasa^ were chiefest^ wba being em- 
had:ed in foffty pianaiices^ tailed abeMfcthe Piolar 
coait^ washing the isles which were calM A^ 
Orciuies, and gel many coiptries fhua theaa ba^ 
yond the Kiith : wbeidby a further teraer was 
sirkfcen into theBrittisb hevta. 

• '^ The; nability peroeiiang ydmk wn^ wwhia^^ 
snd the nvh wbeoeat Hangest set his eyea to 
aim, cemplained to ^la^lqpg of tfieir daaigerqiis 
eakatoy ahewtng themselves to be agsieaed to be 
dbpessessed ef offcee a«d chaiges, the laod pt^ 
tteied wilb stoangeta, tfmt aeqghiltheie sidbMBKMi^ 
repmuiBgbintmich foo his matehunth th^adUel 
Rowena^ hia osm careless gonrnmen^ and aduk 
tesena i^ and in such manqer thai Vodinq^andi^ 
bishc^ of London^ a man of giQtt saneti^ finned 
net to ten him, thsji thereby be had ewbi^OBBd 
both his soul and his crown : which woedi hf 
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Yoitigem wwe lo digested, that slMitly it cost 
the good ardMshop hni life. But lie itil con* 
tiftiiiiig Hk kislMciTious and earelcM idlenan, ivas 
laetly taaglit^ hy woefbl eaqperienee, what miieiy 
wjifiil ndiBeai aod n^gleeted goTenuneDt do 
bm^ : for the Biittaii», his subjects^ bo losger 
¥m«ld be thus abased, to see themselves woTen 
into gieater danger, hy shew of d^noe, then 
thejf fonaerly had heea by the hostility ef the 
ensmy ; bat forthwith dtsdaiwiad their obedience 
to the kiagj and chase for their Govenior his^on^ 
yoBBg Vectimer. 

*^ Hift.sen he was indeed l^ natorej but not his 
in eondMoM, who (besides the quarrel of his 
qaeea mother J fiMr Rowena's sake ri^ected) hare 
an tnwerdl love for his aatrre country, and an out^ 
wwdhale to the stmngens that daity songht the 
subsuMon thereoj; and pBesently enconnteied. 
them SB a pituhed battle near unlo AilsfiMri in 
Kent, wlievein datigaa and H(»sa, brothers unto 
Vortnaer and Hengest^ in sing^ fight, hai)d ta 
hand^ slew each other« 

^ Tm which {dace Cht^gean was busied^ and a 
iBOBument in uMsaory of him ereotedf the siines 
wheKctf to this day afipear, and stand upon a 
^^satphdn,in the parish of Ailsfoed, and» firdm^ 
Gbftigem, is, as yet, comqiay called ata^Cetj^ 
hooce^ The like monaiaent the Saxons built for 
Horaa, wiikh tiom hath nefw de&ced, and where- 
of Beda madketh mention, saying, that a lon^ 

E 4 
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bearing his name was^ in his days, to be seen in 
the east parts of Kent ; the credit whereof is con- 
tinued to this day : where the viUage Horated is 
reported to have recdived that name from him, 
which standeth in the very same place where that 
battle was fought^ as the inhabitants report — 
Three other battles after this^ with variable sue- 
cessj was fought betwixt the Britlains and the 
Saxons> in which hst the Brittains bare them- 
selves so valiantly^ that the Saxons were driven 
ipto the Isle of Thanet (if not over the seas)^ so 
that small hope rested for them^ so long as this 
valiant Vortimer lived, who hiad dispossessed them 
of all their footing in the Continent, and often as- 
sailed them in ThaneL After this victory, long 
he lived nqt, but was made away by foimm, 
through the means of Rowena^ the mother of all 
this mischief; when he had sat king the spaoe of 
four years: when the fetller was again eslahfiaiied. 
'' Vortigem was no sooner restored, but tkaft 
Hengest had notice thereof^ who was then buiU- 
ing a castle in Leyden^ in Holland ; where leav- 
ing all (as it were) at random^ he returned to fel- 
low his fortunes further in Brittain^ and, with a 
mighty army of his Saxons, thought to land with* 
out impeachment ; but the Brittains, grown bold 
by their former victories, and their bipod not cool, 
since it was heat in fight, admonished their re- 
established king, who with them went to with- 
stand his arrivage. When Hengest, therefore, 
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percdved their courage^ and knew thdir hatred to 
him and his Sazons, he sought by smooth words 
to gain the shore ; and by some stoitagem Ins 
wished desire ; therefore pretending only to tisit 
his daughter^ yea^ and to rid the knd of her» if so 
he might haTe leave of the king and them. 

'< This motion seemed reasonable to the nobi- 
lity^ and the phce and time afqpointed^ which was 
the first of May^ upon the jAuns of Ambrij^ now 
called Salisburyj whither Upon equal tennis (as it was 
thought) each party repairedj sind for a while con* 
fimred with friendly semblances ; bnt» in the end, 
the Saxons urging their wrongs^ lieil from words 
bntoblows, the vratch word first giten by Heagest 
tli«r leader. The Brittaihsr meant slmjdy, and 
wove no weB^pom, aeeording to covenant, but the 
Saxons^ under their long cassocks, had sbert 
skeiDsliid, with :wliich no sooner the words 'Nem 
Coor Seaxes' were pronounced, but that eadi dew 
him with whom he conferred, by which treason 
the Biittains kst three hundred of their disarmed 
ncA)ility, only EldoU, duke of Gkmoester, with a 
stake gotten from an hedg^ slew seventeen 
Saxons. . The king they took prisoner, for whose 
ransimi the counties of Kent, Sussex, SuflMk, and 
Norfolk, were delivered unto these infidels : who 
shortly defiled the beauties of Chiistknity with 
their paganism and heathenish crudties; 
^ ^' And these are the times whereof we spake. 
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and whereia the misenble BtiliuM afaeadMei 
tke kai4 w UUl thaMckrea ki CMce^ wiMreinlhay 
tilher pcfbhcd .by hutiger^ pr radeemtd tkftk 
livai lif pevpirtiMl 9lav«ry/' 



€d ip Aufdiua j knk mim ^^A. D. Ifift. Awn 
Oafiy^ of Mmnmdk. 

^ UnfoHit Artvdiw is Mcrikitd tii€ eraelioa of 
dMit rarf* oftd ttAoodmbfe nMnvment iiMr 4aMtd 
StMMhengc^ standaig^ in ibm sum pbee v1m9» 
die BritlMia^tni been tvetcheiiMidf nhnglitiioil 
bjF the SuoM, ani there' wtened^ wlMi^aiMuiflr 
nd fom imwH hen iMort The miMerj hmmg 
siMM of « gnat and hnge hignesa, setfattleMie 
cf JtlMMi Mttlwi tvrdfi^ ton u w«ighl, «iidciiwi^ 
elghi footer SNiKe in kng<i^ their hitodlh fM#ii» 
and MVpam eixteon. Tkese are iet |a tke 
gniiiid^ofa||wdd«ptfa, and irtand in a wwdl 
ohntaer tM bf tiiia,te«b|^aAM8teM leei^ 
nlMl cthm^iittBl6bf, taM gate irice tfveidiivwtoe 
tMr t«f|pa^ telMed with teiMiM Md neitMst^Ihe 
one into tba^dhw t vAkshto'^ene aecMMdttii^ 
gatow^ «eib^<wy nel mSOy be^ fMsed^ tuider^ 



tke ratter fiur Um* maiqp cif ihftm am ftj|jni4cyvrii^ 
amd the* f«l suqpcsided of no tut icniiidiKtioife: 
Mivitfartaiidiiigif atmy being Hmn, 1 neilhtr Mir 
mme^smh liw^ nar wcertaintjr in attonntng 
Hmr mwb999, as it ia aaid to be. . TJlat atoAas 
W9 gray» but n^ «vUo» wbwcw graal hoiaa an 
baat^ aiaaby ferce.^ imatteir^ tbat antva fiur 
saiMlaft«ii4 ^Ibar bicds to build ii^and biwg faiHi 

'^ T^ gn>vn4pl(it€0Dtaiaetb abmit ^hiae tai»^ 
4rail fttotia cMipas^ ia form 9lmo9t mmi^ ar 
jqyUiev fikQ mfta a borae jhoe^ wjA an cntiaMe ip 
upon the east side. Three rows q{ stKHuas . aaam 
£»Kfaad^.tQ^ ba^ baan pUohed, ibe lai^esl out- 
wai4^ t)ia laart iiKnard ; vaajr ^araof asa aaw 
^j^Uaia doanij bailhMw vHhkb stand alwai aoiur 
an aapwl^ and ^a Ai^ti^ tiial tba^ seam ta AbeW 
hoWeri tp^ bf^ «am« jfi^ctMwa ar stiong otttla; m 
tampiiib «Iro laabAwt ihanh vbiab bath baea nacft 
d^q)eii«di fw49i ^apOA tha. pbiaa a4i<»ia*g^ asaagr 
roBuad opm^ bilbw^'^^Miout my sildk iMncfa^aA it 

weia ai^ f p ou^ af tb« «antl^ itaad lilM>gr^b^ 

cocks in a plain meadow. In these wA tibcstth 
abouts, by diging^ have been found pieces of an- 
cieat fisdiioned armour^ with the bones of men^ 
whose bodies were thus covered with earthy that 
was brought thither by their well wiUers and 
fiaands^ cyan w tin^haad piacaa; a iokuk^ihre 
tbat ims tbi^n m^ ta spawimagiQfi. . 
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, ''Thistn^by Aureliuff Ambrdsius^ m 
rial of the Brittains' masBacre^ erected, and is 
wDrtkily acoounted for one of the wonders of Ihk 
uisad, and are in the vttses of Alexander Nee- 
ham called ' the Giant's dance/ wherrai thitf Am- 
bitwrins was interred^ and whereof the town ci 
Amesbury' bean bis name. Others report, that 
the JBrittains erected this most statdy sepridve 
over the body of Ambrosias, there skin by the 
-swords of his enemies : that his countries' tore, in 
'such a costly piece d work, might remain iinte 
posterifef in this the altar of his yirtue and man- 
iiood, Ac. &c. 

'* I cannot in silence pass over the ridiculous 
reports, of the bringing the stones out of Afirick 
into Ireland, and from thence^ under the conduct 
of Uper, the brother of Ambrosius, unto this phin 
of SalidMiry, by the industrious means of Meriin, 
the magician, who, for his wondedhl duD in the 
madiematies, and extrawdinary knowledge in aD 
other kinds of learning, was, by the rude common 
people, reputed to be the son of an Incubus or 
nude devil/' 



This viery ancient account of Stbnehenge, wiU^ 
it is presumed, be found acceptable, not only to 



AiieiiiiT Bummr. 61 

the antiquary^ but .to every other person who has 
vinted the fpot, or who may fed interested about 
it — as it appears a very accurate and salisfiwtory 
detail of its situation^ iqipeanuice, and pnriWUe 
. .^ ^ jOr its erection* 



Am aeeemU of the fmdmg the Bones rftkefamouo 
KmgAutkMr,amdhisbeaul^QMemQuiim)er^ 
fy the order ofHemy the Second — dug far tike 
jmrpose ^ disoMertn^ f Ae exact place ^ their 
bmial, or angf Jurther partieiUaro epm^enimg 
them, whieh might reouUJhm oueh am^nfeott- 
gaJtkm. 

^ When Heuy the Second, and irst Hrala-: 
gttet, had swayed the English sceptre to the last: 
oS his re^n, it dianced him at Pembroke, to hear 
sung to the harp, certain ditties of tihe word^ ex- 
ploits and acts of this Authur, by a WeUi bard, 
as they were termed, and whose custom vraato re- 
cord the noble deeds of their ancestors, wherein 
mention waier made of his deaths and. the place of 
burial^ designing it to be in the church yard of 
Ohssenhnry, - and that betwixt two pyrsmida 
therein standing : whereppon King Haniy caused 
the ground to be diged, and, at seven foot deep. 
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fikvnd m lii|^ htOBA slone^ wheri^ a leaden 
laPMto mta fidteiitd^ and ifl ttBt Bide^ that lay 
imn^mtid, in rode o^ baibarMB fetters (as 
Mdriy aetaod oontrired)^ thfa inseripti^n written 
upon that ride of the lead tiiat was toimMs the 
atone^ in Latin^ but thus translated — 

' H&e lyeth King Author^ buried in the Isle 

of Analbnfa/ 
And diging nine foot deeper^ his body was found 
in the trunk of an old tree, the bones of great 
Mgnett^ and in ltig4call» percdfed teuiirounds, thi^ 
hst Tttiy gvMt«nd pkaidjr ^een, ffis queen Ou- 
BAirer^ that liaA been near kiiisvMnlan to Oador, 
Mtt df Ctavliwall, a 'laA^ of piMlfig and surpridng 
beAiily,ky likvwiBa by htm, w4u)MefreMes Afhtfir, 
finely j^alteii^ and in oidMt Ifl^ Unto |;^d, ^eefai- 
ed perfect and whole, untill it was touched. But 
then (bewraying what all beauties are) shewed 
itadftobftiiust OmihlttsQilnbMMftii,a^6rtitiy 
aadmr^Mal an i^ wltiieg*, is the reporter of ttils 
foditag of hmlBbmft bones, and the titm^ lead, 
with tte imeiiptiottttk was fbtaid and taken iHt 
tkealoM^waS'ki^t JMfbetteasuiy nr register of 
CMumdmry ^dnareb) tfl th^ iWjppresHion thereof 
in thertviga of King ikiiry the Eight. 

'' Thektties of Kmg Authitr, and tff ^en 
QaMvar bs9<wtfe, by the direction «f Hentfy de 
Koyi^ nephovr la KfHg Htenry the SeMmd, and 
Mat of CftMedMiy at litttt i»eMHt, tif«v« tr^ 
IstodidtD^lhegwaineM'chweh, anifihere/ai a 



fidr Kyfnb of ifiarbk^ his bo^ was liid^ atid fm 
queen's at hb feel, wUdi ndUe VMNiinMfiit^ 
ftmoB^ the fitai (HrerthroWB of many more, ¥rtt 
«ltogetlier mzed at the dkpose of settle ine^ 
in comnnsMon ; whose too foifmitA l6eA^ and orer 
hasty aetkms in these behalfe, hath left nMo Oi & 
want of many truths ; and cause to wish^ that 
some of their employments had been belter 
qpent." Sjpeed. 



Cthe same m continuance.) 

^ Of Anthur's success both at home and abfoad^ 
his gitftt magnificence in court atad country, his 
banners^ and four golden swonb home h^pb 
YttOkj his round table^ and challenged 6f martia] 
honour ; let Monmouth the writer^ Newbety the 
r^ster^and declared the maintainer, be heard 
from me. But certain it is^ by the reports of 
Mdmesbu^^ that Anthur was a prince^ more 
wotOy to be advanced by the truth ofr^cDtd^in 
warrwtiible €Miit, than by ftU^ ieahdilitedF 
with poetical fictions^ and hypetbofieal B ft ehoDd i t 
and hMtentable it is, that the ftirie of thl^pi&Mht 
prince bad^net been sounds by a more ceKalA 
trumpet ; for tottry fhe truth of MrWriten*^ emi 
in a word, he was well skilled in antiquities of 



* Gefiey ap Anthur, a monk of Moninoath. 
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traditions^ but (as it seemeth) not of any ancient 
credit, so many toys and tales he every where in- 
terhceth out of bis own brain, wherewith he was 
charged whilst himself lived, insomuch, as be is 
now ranked amongst those writers whom the Ro- 
man church hath censured to be forbidden." 



G>py of a threatening letter sent by King Au- 
thur to Rome, in which he not only denies them 
tribute, but declares his intention of having a tri- 
bute from Rome, for, by his natural descent from 
the Romans, he conceived it his right ; for in his 
letters to that end, sent unto the Senate, thus, in 
an old manuscript*, we find it indited thus — 

^ Understand, among you of Rome, that I am 
King Authur of Brittaine, and freely it hold, and 
shall hold ; and at Rome hastily will I be, not to 
give you truage, but to have truage of you ; for 
Constantine, that was Helen's son, and others of 
mine ancestors, conquered Rome, and whereof 
were Emperors. And that they had, and held, I 
shall have. Yours. God's grace." 

* Niund^ss old mannscript. 
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' The invectives of Gildas^ the Mournful Higto*^ 
rifto^ BgainHt the Kings of' his time ;-^-again8t 
Constaiitine^ cousin and successor of Authur^ for 
killing two fugitive competitors for the crown^ the 
one in the Sanctuary of London^ the other* <aC 
Winchester, near unto the allar ;•— and of Vcrrti- 
pOrsu> who suffered not this king to pass untouch'-^ 
ed'bj his lamentable pAssions. (Gildas was a 
priest' who flourished in those days^ who^ in his 
writings^ thus expresseth his anger)— A. D. 54S. 

■ , ' t , i ... 

• 

" Brittaine. .hath Kings^ ,but Ibey are tyrants : 
Juid^s it hath^ but tbeyjare wicked^ pilbgingand 
barmtiig the inoocenit people.; revenging and 
€lefipQdiDg--but M^hom ? such as. be guilty, and 
r^bbersi,: : They halre wivies, yet break they wed- 
ky:k:; /Many ; limes swearing, yet evei? peigure 
themadives. ;. vowing,, butfor the most ipart wiUi 
diikeinWrig;Ues ;' waning, but still maintainiiig 
iinju0taiidcivirbro^ ; abroad pursuing, thieves, 
a9Aiyet»t;h<M9ae».j^herishing: them;.Qvea nt .their 
owMi tables;.an4'<8<)mcliKies alfl6 rewards tbem.-^ 
They^^e very gre^t.alms indeed^ y*et htep they 
Vfott^s bsb^ as th^, mouniaihs. .Thty: sit m 
tbei «csat of jitotencej yet . seldom . seek the jnlfa df 
fi{^ jufliicfex)r;jiidgemeQt, jdesjiisiogi ti\e: hutiAde 
and innocent peiBons, and extolling to the heateit. 



66 BKUJTllS OF 

proud and bloody murderers^ thieves^ and adid- 
terere^ yea^ and if fie wonld permit them^ the very 
enemies of God. Many they keep in prison and 
load them with irons, more to serve their own ptr- 
pose^ tfaeR for any giiilt in ttie person ; taking ao^ 
kmn oaths before and upon the altars^ and yet 
despise they Ihe altars, as altogether vile, and bjut 
fikhystoneif. 

. '' Of this heinous and wicked offence CotostHnr 
tifiej the tyrannical Whelp of the lioness of De- 
vonshire,, is not igMHTJEmt : who Utis year, after the 
receiving oi his dreadftri oath, whereby he bound 
himself, that in no wish he should hurt his rab^ 
jects, (God first and then his oath, with the com- 
pany of saints and his own mother being present), 
did, notwithstanding^ in the rev^end laps of lus 
mothw, the (3hurch« and of her by nature, aad 
that under the vesture of an holy abbot, devour 
nith sword and spear, instead of teeth, the tender 
sides and the entrails of two royal diildren, of 
neble and kingly race, and likewise of their two 
Govemours ; yea, and that (aff I said) before the 
sacred altai«. The arms of vvhich persons so 
skin, not stretohed forth to defend themselvea 
with weapons, (which few in those days handled 
more valiantly then they SA), but stretched out to 
God, and to his altar : in ^e day of judgement 
Midi set ijip the reverend emigna of dteir patience 
and fatth, atthie gates of the city of Qiriit,whieh 
so have covered the seat of the cdtstiai saerilBoe, 
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M it yftte^ With the ned mantle of their clotted 
blobd/ 

* "^ These things be did not after any good deeds 
done' by him' deserving praise : for many years 
before^ overcome with the often and changeable 
Itlths of adultery^ and forsaking his lawful wife, 
(contrary to the laws of God), and not being 
foosed from the snares of his former sin% he en- 
creased both the new and the old/' 



Thus &r goes the severity of Gildas to Con- 
slantine, (who dying sooii^'iifter was buried at 
Stonehenge). And, in the same strain of cen- 
sure, he continues bis reprebensbns to Vorti- 
pttriis^Wiiii^ ate' seleotecif fbr the boldness of 
the xepfOof) the flttericy of expression, and the 
jttit principles of virtue kkd morality conveyed by 
this writer hk^ the ditfierenl extracts introduced in 
this work from his writings.' 



% 



•'''And thou, VortiJK)nis, the tyrant of South 
Wales, like to the Panther in manners and wick- 
edness, diversly spotted, as it were vnth many co- 
kytfi^, #Rh fty hoary head in the throne, full of 
d^eits, crafts, and Wltfes, aAd defiled even from 
Hie lowest part of thy body to the crown of thy 
%^d, with divers and Wndry murders committed 
on thitie* own' men : and filthy adulteries, thus 

f2 
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proving the unworthy son of a good king, a» IM^ 
nasses was to Ezechias : How chanceth it^ Hff^ 
the violent streams of sin^ whfch thou fiwalicrweth 
ifp like pleasant wine^ or rather art ^wallowed up 
.by them^ (the end of thy^ life hy litUe a^d lit^f 
now drawing near)^ cannot yet satisfy. thee?*fr 
. What nieane3t thou^ that fornications^ of aU evils 
as it were the full heap, thine4)wn wife being p^ 
away by her death, which thou, .wrougb test, doe4 
oppress thy soul with a certain burden that cannot 
be avoided ?" 



Particulars of St. Augustine (or Augtin's) con- 
version of King Ethdbert ; of the. founding hif 
JVf onastry at Canterbury ; and of the symptoms of 
humility required in a Professor of Christianity^ 
recommended to the observation of proselytes, by 
a venerable Anchorite. The following interest- 
ing extracts are from the venerable Beda-^A^- D. 
396. 

" By express order of the Pope^ Austin a monk; 
with forty other his assistants, whereof Miletw, 
Justus^ and John, were chief. These landing in 
Thanet, had knmediate accewunto the presence 
of King Ctbelbert — but yet in the open fields, foir 
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he feared to confer with them in any house, leasf 
by sorcery (as lie fondly surmised) be might be 
6verc6me. 

" These -preaching unto. him the word of life, 
his answer was^ that presently he could hot con* 
sent to their doctrine, neither lashly forsake his 
ancient and accustomed religion. But seeing 
(said the king) you tell us strange things^ and 
give us fair promises of after life,- when this life 
shall be ended ; we permit you to preach the same 
to otir people^ and to convert as many as you can^ 
and we ourselves will minister all things behoveftil 
for your liveliho<>d. 

■ •- " Which promise he instantly perft>nn^d^ and 
in Canterbury, his head city^ aHoWf^ tUem fit 
{daces forresidence,* and- sufiident pro^tUjkm for 
theiT mainteiiaDce^ wherein those religious men 
immediately placed themselves. - - 

" Near un tatbe east part of the city stood an ari-^ 
cientchuroh^buik by.the Christian Rbmansiwhibt 
they;had dwdt hi BritteiQe, and by them dedicated 
to %)|e)honour^ St.Martin/.and i» so yet called: 
Toslhiiaduiireh tbeChristian Qiieen Berta, with' her 
eomknunicants Uie French/ daily resorted topray^ 
aid 4into these> and in this ohurdi^ Austine aiid 
hiB^firilowers began. daily to preach :\unto /whose 
bermons uo many, Kentish people resorted, that a 
plefitilEhl harvest appeared upon the . seed . plot, bf 
tb^ tillage; for it is reported^ that ten tboiisand 
of tke.English peoj^e were baptized there.inxme 

F 3 
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day ; iofloroiich, that the kiag himself fiiHWQk hia 
heathenish idolatry, and likewise receive^ tb^ 
sacrament of baptism^ in witness whereof he gave 
the lordship and royalty of his chief city of Gan- 
terbory unto Aug«stine». a>id resigned his princely 
palace therein unto him^ who, in the east of thia 
city, laid the foundation of that great and after- 
wards magnificent church, dedica^ to tlie; name 
and service of Christ, which at this day is the ca- 
thedral of tEat metropolitan see, . An4 Ethdbertj 
to give him more room, withdrew him^^f unto 
Recolver, in Thanet, where he erepted a pakce 
for himself and his successors, tJbte aHppaywwhere^ 
of may be traced by an old wall, wbose raios re- 
main there yet to this day, 

'' Augustine thus seated, and in the. well ide* 
served &vonr of King Ethdber^ got one reqMat 
more, which was this, that whbreaa by. the kvr of 
the twdve tables, it was forbiddeii to tlmry the 
dead within the walk of mi^ cify, (the -fmiitice 
whereof we daily find by sMMiuinenb^tikea upiita 
the fields adjoiningX it would pleaaekini'to give 
to that use, an old Idol Temple^ standing witkoiit 
the east wall of the city, wherein the kingr;faHK^ 
self had wonteAy worAiped Uis idok^ This job^ 
tained^ and the churoh purged, .fi;!^' tfaatfirafiui^ 
exercise, to the service of God, bmng faoMuad 
with the name of St. Faocm.; King Eth^bert 
added thereunto a most fidr monasfary, . btfiii upokk 
his own cost, and dedicated H uiito>tl|BnaflM\of 
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Feler andPbul^die Aposdes^ afypointbgUto1>e 
the place for the Kentish kings sepnlcbnA ; ttml 
Atittiiie likewiaemeettt it for Ae boriaib 'of Iw 
Mocessora in that see* But first it heottfe the 
nenuoient of his own riame^ for^ln regMd 'to the 
fwocurer^ both Pancras/ Peter^ and Ptaul^ wcie 
won awaHowed up^.and the whole <!aHed only by 
Ae name of Saint Austine's. In this pfaH:e e^t 
kings of Kent had their bodies interred, and tfNi 
of their archbishqps tbereiit kid^ && Ac. 

*' This monastry, as all the rest did, came to 
her final period, in the days of King Henry Ihe 
Sig^th, whose uncovered walk, stood ite loi^; 
knqoisbittg in t\nie, and storms of weather, that 
dafly encreasedithbe aspdrt of her xuins, -131 no«r 
fastly they are madeisabjeefcto.other puMic.nsito, 
and the wfaok toaotiof that mort: goodly . fonrnk- 
tion :in the sameiplaee na wiiere Appearing^ otil^ 
Etbelbert's Tower, in.m^ory and kmear of jthe 
«an^ as yet faath.eaeapiad the vcardictsEndientence 
^destruction, wbase beauty^ though* mufsli de- 
JBUied«nd'oTerwoni>. will witness to mtaoeedial; 
«ges the magnificence of the whole, /wkra all 
alood compleated in their glory togethefj &c; Aa. 
.' " Austine, by the i^sislanci and authority: of 
4Q*g Ethdbert, called an assembly of the Aritkh 
bkhops and doctors, who had retaibad. the. "^oo- 
itrineirf the Ooq>el amongst . them, eyeitifiroflathe 
first pkntation thereof by the Apostles themselves, 
to be bolden in (ha borders of the Victians and 

F 4 
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West Sazon^ aod at the pkce oh thbt' occoflioii 
billed Augustine's Oak.^ Thiflm reMrted.faeTeu 
British bishops; and many other inselHeortiedmeif^ 
out of their greatest ntonastry at Bangor, where M 
that time Dinoth was abbot These men, noiw 
ready .to go to the appointed Synod, came first to 
a certain holy and wise man, which lived there* 
about an anchorite's life, £o ask his councel, 
whether they ought, at Austine's preaching aiid 
exhortation, leave tbeir traditions or no : the an^L 
chorite replied, if he be a man of God follow him. 
But how shall we prove, say they, that he is a man 
of God ? ' The anchorite answered, ' Our Lord 
sayeth, take ye on you my yoke, and learn ye of 
moj f(Mr I am mild and humble of heart/ — If, 
therefore, this Aastine be mild and humble of 
heart, it is like that himself beareth the yoke of 
Christ, and will offer you the same to bear ; but 
if he be curst and proud, it is certain that he is 
not of God — neither must we much esteem his 
words/ Then they enquired how they miglit 
Imow whether this Austine were7)roud or no ^•— 
' Provide,' quoth he, ' that he and his company 
may come first to the place of his synod and 
councel house^ and if it be so, that when you ap* 
ppoaeh near him, he arise courteously and' sdate 
ye^ rthen think him to be the servant of Christy and 
so hear him^ and obey him. But if, whmi yba 

* Near Soathamptoth, it is thought 
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approaohp, ke despise you^ and will not ^ouchliife 
to rise at yom psesence^ wUch are tke gfoiter 
attiiiber;, hd hhn likewtfle by deapited by you/ 
Aad truly saith he^ for a* tUs ancknite bid Ihem 
8o did. they— ^r it bafipened^that whaa th^ 
came thither. Saint Austine was already set in his 
cliair^ and stirred opt, which when they saw, 
forthwith waxing wrotfi, they noted him of pride, 
and therefore endeavoured to overthwqtt and 
gainsay whatsoeYor he propoMd^ aad so 4Aie synod 
brake upi without any Ibing done.'' 

Beda. 



The eariy period of Christianity in which the 
etentS'here recorded took JgiBce, gave rise to a 
variety of' opinions ooneeiwng particular cerepio* 
nies, and points of religious, pbservation ; aad 
miieh unpteasant coMroVc^y attended this divei«- 
sity of ideav ' on subjects of" such general io^>ortr 
aooe. . The compiler of this work hath purposeiy 
avoided hnnging forwwd any of these contested 
teaels, but yet shall not. hold the work correqt 
without intiodlieiog one specimen of that land of 
'diq>utation' which so much agitated th6 primitive 
&ther» of the church. The foUowidg, tfae^or^, 
is selected "^ that puiposo/ and likewiso forJif 



witty and happy termtiiallen i the orig^b of tha 
debate waa lespecUDg the obsenranoa of; Baaten 
A contiOYecay on the celebimtion of thk feaal had 
contimied for npmiida of ninety ycar%' and was at 
last Gondnded in the nHUUiet iaboai4o be related. 

4 

« 

Bxlractedjnm the worhl df tketeneroBle Beda. 

'^ This variance made not only the people to 
doubt and fear^ least bearing the name of Ghrif* 
tians they did and had run in vain^ as the Apoetle 
speaketh ; but also good King Oswy of Northum- 
berland, and learned Prince Alkfiryd, with Queen 
Eanfled, were much distracted and perplexed ; 
^ for by the variance theti^ in "dispute, it often hap- 
pened, that in one year two Easters were kept, 
for the King breaking up his ftst^ and solemnizing 
the feast, the Qneen, with . Prince Alklryd, con- 
tinued their &st, and kept that day their Palm 
Sunday. To ^iondude which contrariety^ a synod 
imrposely vfas caDed; ildil'tlAi' foeiitipri' •disputed 
hy their best ditidcls. Th«{ )[daee! waa Staranshaleh, 
or Whitby, whereof Hilda Wa^ ehlbesa The 
chief parties for aiid against the acoustomed time 
of keq[>ing that feast,' wei«e King* Obiivy' and 
Prince Alkfryd his son. Tlie dItpManIs forOswy 
and the established <Mdei«; were CMiamM; ttteb- 
bishop of York, and »hiB< Soatfish' clergy ;' and 
Hilda, the virtuous and' leamedhidy sibbesaof thte 
place, for AMcfiryd, the Queea, &o. .; and HM^aC- 



tempUd idtemtioM, were Agtlbert^ WBtop of the 
West Saxong^ Wilfrid^ abbot of HSppbn, wttli 
James andllotiuimfi^ tw^ learned meii'; and the 
reverend Cedda^ newly comeertited bkhop^ apu 
pointed Prolocatorcf the ^ Asseriibly. * 

'' The convocation set^ King Q^wjinade a so-* 
lemn ondion^ wherein he ui*^d'a necessity^ that 
those people^ who served one -Oody ought to teh^ 
hrttte his^ hdy sacmnien^ alifre> and ihoiild keep 
one order and rale in the same^ the troth of whieh 
service^ and sureease of that long nnchristnin' va^ 
riance^ for the christian oelebralion and time of 
Easter^ was then presently by those learned men 
to be handled^ and -by best approvements to b^ 
decided; whereupon h6 requested f^tir' a tmoA 
endeavours^ and lo tfeiat puif^ose coq^iriahdeif Mi 
atdURsfaop^ C6Imafi> "first 'to^peait ! wM^eiipoii 
Colman. with reverence/ stii6d up MUdsaid— • ^*' 

'' ' The Easter wlriclili' observe 1 vticeived of 
my ferefiitkefB^ >of^ whom I Miii ioBMcntedaAd 
sent hither finr your bishop* ^^^Tbty aih(yMi knb^ 
wwe godly roen^ atnd iibsei^ed 'the ^«eik av #e 
do now r neitherthinfc ybu^ the^ Iceptitlis ^iradft^ 
tiott-withoat sittetMutdnt MumgrattilritkMittMa^ 
adves, which was Saint John theEtfaii{g^liA/ttsd 
the ifiKiple #honiAjfitir»'especiaOy loved, wild in 
the dnifch, whkih hehj^elf pliMt^/^cchebrtited 
the feast of Easter as we do -now. Thereft>l%j 
knowing the man so worthy^ and the iiiann6r* M 
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aiuyeot^ I jiQpe you will confesB it b not safe for 
118 HOW: ta reject it/ .' . 

^' Wilfrid^ t\ke declaimer^ appointed: to answer; 
now stood up and eaid — 

" ' The Easter which we observe- we ourselves 
have seen observed in Romei where the. .blessed 
Apostles^ Peter and Paul/ livedo preached^ suffer- 
ed, and are buried : and in our trayels through 
France and Italy^ either for study, or upon pil-* 
grimagej we have seen the same order kept, and 
we I^now by relation that in Africk^ Asia, Egypt, 
and 6reei:e, nay, ; throughout all natioi^s and 
tongues in the worid where Christ . batli his 
church, that this our time slnd order is observed. 
Shf^U then these obstinate Picts (I mfsan the Britr 
taJns)j and these remote iddtnds in the ocean sea 
(and yet net fdl of them neither), fondly contend 
in this iih^int jsgainst the whole: worid ? ' . 

'f.Biit bere Colman ihternkpted him and's&id — 
f I nticiii manvel, brother, that you tenniourdmngs 
a fond qenteiUion; seeing i^e have for .'car warrant 
sor worthy -an Apostle as Jdhn wa8,^irlio only 
leaned upon our Loid's breEuit, and whose Me and 
l]td^iow:all the worid acknowledgetktoberaost 
ifjuieanddi^cKeet* .. '. . i' 

''/ God fotbid/ said Wilfiid, . ^that I should 
accuse John, but yet, we know that, he kept-tiib 
decides of Moses literally^ and acccirding to the 
Jewish laws: and so the rest of the Apostles were 
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CMisliMMd. ill some things lo do> far the wttek* 
nesB of them/ wh6 accotuited k ar ^rdat rni to abt- 
rogatoithoflto fighig'whic^ God-bmMlf^hiid iiteti^ 
tilted^ aiM for that* oaiisOy St« Paal 'did - dream* 
cifle; TkmMy/oVkted' bloody aaoriices in thid 
Teinpfe-«-shamd his .head at Garintb;, xwHth AqanSB, 
and PrissiHa^uiMHi' which consideration idflbspaft^ 
James uiUo I^ul^ ^ You see^ hmth^r^ hbw 'many 
thousands of the Jews have received theifeithi and 
yet . all of theae are: zeakius fettowera of ^ the hi«^ 
But the iigbt of ^the Gospel now shinoth. thron^H 
the |¥odd ; it is not lawful for any Ghristiah to hi 
circumcised, or to offer up ' bloody sacrifiees of 
ji»Wltd. St. Jdin^.therefiHrfe^ acooMing to*flie cus- 
toitfirof the tew>; in the fourteenth day « of' the first 
mqnihi sA even> jiMgan the cddbratioB ^Easteiils 
le«tivity«; regardless whether it idl upon the Sab- 
bath day or any ^er of the wedk. But Saint 
Peter^ pyreat^ing the;GospeI in Ilome> reiheiiU)eiw 
ing th^t^our Xon) ar^se fiom* his grakre the 'first 
d^ ajiter the SaU)athy^ving thereby unto us ce#* 
tain assuiances of ouf resurrection, obsferfiki^lhe 
feai^tfuf East^Ti.arceordiog (o thecomlaaodmebtkif 
4h^ law he. looked! fpr, eV^n as Saint! John- <Mi 
thatjs to say/^e fivst S»hhttbaft«r> after the ftiD 
mppn of :th^ first isi0utii/ Neither dfarfii Hthis. lieva 
ob(^rv)^on oC.th^.GospdL, and'AposUefs.piDa^iaii; 
hre^thetPl^hw, bvtr^iher gdfiUdtbit^; Iwlthe 
Lord commanded the feast of Passover to hakcjpl 
from the foHTta^Bth /ifoy of Ihal Jtaonth W the 
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tjVMtyHmetf ilrt* swD^ Md ilm Jiath.UieNfcMc 
Owwdt, not Mwfy decreed^ batiather confirmed^ 
« Oie fitdariuticftl Hiitdiy witoeaseth, that this 
18 Hie true obterftitioii of EaBter, and ofailOhrb- 
lians, afler Ihis acediiiii> ' t6 ^be oeleblated/ And 
lJbcrcApMxhargedBbb(^!C«^ he nei- 

ther ohflienffed itacoordin^ ta Joha nor Peter. 

/'Toibifl^theBiriioprepli^; .' That AntholtU8> 
Cnl hiii'liolineas imneh commended by the mid 
Ecdesiteticatflistdry^ and'Columba, a father of 
like sanctity/ by whdm, latraelcJs * were wrou^ht^ 
kept' thai 'feast according as he did then, (rdm 
ivhose iinitaidoi^ he durst iiot> digress.' 
- .*' ^ YotrifiiAhev8<^ch ydt.piieteiid^to 
how fa^ylBO ever they be (said Wilfrid), ahid whitt 
adicades aa ever thejr hare wron^ht, yet Ihis* I aft* 
swmi, that, in the day of jvdgaHent^ many shaB 
tey liiMo Christ, that they'ihfii^ prophecied^ cast 
eutUevflsgand^wteaglit miiiLeleis in his name ; to 
trfaomihe Ltirfl ^will answer/^ '^ I know ye not/— 
And i£ ytf nif ftther Ckrfab^ (y^, and our Either, 
ifihe^be^Oie^tnie servant ef Chtiat), were holy and 
ni^h^M'mlfaetes/yet ;cati h^hy no means be 
prefeiredUo tiiemost blessed I^iice of the Apos* 
<les^4mta iMum ^UM^dj ^ Thou art Peter, 
and upon ^ttiii tmk I will* build my CSiurch, and 
the: gated of ib^ahaft^t prevfeiA against it ; and 
to thee win I give the keys of the kiagidom of 
heaven.' 

sakl, the King (in great so^riM) asked 
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the Bishop Gohnan ^ whether oar Lord indeed 
spake tho8 unto Peter?' He answered, 'he did.' 
^ But can you (quoth the King) give evidenoe of 
so special authority granted to your &ther Co- 
lumba ?' The Bishop answered, ' no/ Then 
said. the, mu^ -' ^ you both agree confidently 
tiu4 tMie lyor^ Mfere principally qK>Ken unto 
Belter^ and, that unto him theheys of die kiiifgdoni 
of heaven were given ? ' They all answere4i^ ^ it 
is most certain/ Whereupon the King concluded 
this great controversy^ and said — 

'' ' Then will I not. gainsay such a porter as 
this Peter is; but as &r as I know^ and am aUe^ 
I will €oy^ in ^ points - to. obey his ordinance, 
lest perhaps when I come to the doors of heaven^ 
1 fi^d iioQ^)to open untojne, b^ving bJ9 disple»- 
siye^ wfai^h is ao clearly proved to bear the ij^eyif 
thereof/ . 

, /' And w^hj t|iis so simple a collection of King 
Oswy^ concluded this long and gieat contention 
for the celebration of Easter, and to the recon* 
dilation of all parties to the time appointed by 
St. Peter/' 
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ROYAL ANECDOTES. 



■ • • 



hidue^g fnany very entertaining and interesting 
*' particulars of the Saxon and Danish Princes ; 
* OB iUeo of great and cdebrated men at that pe- 
riod of History — not so genera^ attended W; 

w 

or perused as works cf later date. 



I 



** Edwine, the great king of Northumberknrfi 
having lost his first wife^ becan^e suitor for the 
fiiif lady Ethelbury, daughter to EthcflbeiK/lcin^ 
of Kent, deceased^ and sister to the king then 
reigning : whose ambassadors were answered^ 
that it was not lawful for a Christian virgin to 1[>e 
espoused to a Pagan. But Edwine^ hearing o^ 
thevilgin's passing beauty, integrity, and piety, 
was 80 far over gone atid ravished therewflih, that 
he condescended she should retain her own Oirrs^ 
tian profession, and enjoy the Christian society 
both of her men and women, priests, and servants, 
her attendants, in his court These covenants 
confirmed, the lady, accompanied by Paulinus, 
the reverend bishop, and an honourable retinue, 
came to King Edwine's court, and with great joy 
she was espoused his Queen. 
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^ The greatn^s and prosperity of this Nor* 
thumbrian Prince^ was both feared by them afar 
off^ that reigned in. no such power^ and beheld by 
his nearer with an envious eye ; amongst whom 
Quinchelme^ that reigned with his father^ king 
over the West Saxons^ sent a desperate mfifian> 
whose name was Eumerus> to. murder Ed wine the 
next year of his marriage^ who repairing unto his 
Courts then resident near the river Derwent^ at 
the place which is now called Aldeby in York« 
sbircj with a double-edged short sword^ the point 
thereof poisoned^ and girt under his garment^ up* 
on Easter day entered hb palace^ as an ambassa- 
dor^ and with crafty ppeech retained the king's 
attention; where getting occasion^ and steping 
forward^ drew his sword — which one Lilla^ the 
king's servant, saw^ and wanting wherewith to 
defend the royaJ person, put himself betwixt the 
king and the sword^ and through his body, so slain^ 
the same was so far run that it dangerously wound- 
ed the king with his point. And with the same 
sword^ before he could be beaten down by the 
guards slew another servant, whose name was 
Fordhere. 

\* It happened the same night, being holy Easter 
Sunday, that Queen Ethelbury was brought to bed 
of a daughter^ for joy whereof^ and her safetde-* 
liverance^ the king gave thanks to his idols ; which 
Bishop Paulinus^ then in presence, greatly re- 
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proved, and bad Edwine ^ve thanks unto God, 
from whom all goodness came, and spake to him 
of our new birth in Cbjrist : at which conference 
the king much rejoiced, and promised that for 
ever after he would renounce his idols, and wor- 
ship that Christ whom he preached, if God would 
grant him his^ life from his wound, and victory 
against that king who had sent his man-queRet 
to murdw him ^ in pledge whereof he assigned 
Faylinus to baptize his daughter : the which upon 
the Whitsunday following was performed in her, 
by the name of Elanfled, and she the first of the 
Northumbrians which received that sacrament. 
At which time also Edwine being recovered of his 
wound so lately received, made an wtny, and 
marched forth against the West Saxons, and, in 
battle, either slew or took prisoners all that had 
conspired his death, and as a victorious conqueror 
returned to his country. 

'^ Where continuing in honour, and his aflbirs 
prospering to his own desires, he was yet in mind 
distracted, and his thoughts continually perplexed 
what God he should worship. The sanctity of 
the Christians moved him much, and the ancient 
customs of his ancestors sat near his heart, be- 
twixt whom there seemed a combat in himself. 
And in these dumps, sitting one day alone, it 
chanced Bishop Paulinus to have access to his 
presence, where laying his right hand upon the 
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kii^*s head, demanded of him whether he remem- 
bered that sign : wheraat Edwine suddenly feVi 
at the bishop's feet« wliom Pkulinus in haste and 
ra^erence presently lifted up> and spake to him as 

'^ ' Behold^ O Sovereign^ (said he) by the 
bountiful hand and power of our God you have 
escaped the band and Tengeanci^ of our most 
hated and dreadful enemy. Behold also^ by his 
moat gracioiks goodness you have obtained the 
sDTere^ntyof reigo tmd rule of a great kingdooK 
Remember now^ therefdre^ the third thing which 
you promised him, and4ef^ no longer to acoom* 
jriish the same^ by reeeiring ins &ith and keeping 
his commandments ; who hath delivered you from 
your tempond adversities^ and exalted you to the 
honour and migesty of a king ; whose holy will^ 
if youf bereaSller obey^ and do fats precepts> which 
by me is preached^ he will also deliver you fit>m 
the perpetual torment of hell : and make you par« . 
taker with him in his heavenly kingdom^ and eter* 
nal bfiss^ without end/ ' ' 

" This king^ thus converted^ was the founder 
oC Yo{k Minster, and his converter Panfinus was 
the first archbishop of that cathednd — ^A. P. 6d7/' 

Beda. 
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Anecdote of Oswvn, another Northumbrian 
Prince, from. Beda, who was treacheroualy MHed 
—his description of which is here inserted, to- 
gether with the little account of his charity and' 
humility recorded by this venerable author. 

" Oswy, king of Northumberland, sumamed 
the Wild, at the beginning of his reign, was much 
disturbed hy many rebellions, and by the opposi- 
tions of Etbelwald ; but no trouble sat so near his . 
heart as Oswy n of the Dairians did, whose vir-. 
tuous government did much dark (as he took it) 
his own, and the free love of those subjects, daily 
to lessen his amongst the Bemictahs. . . ^ / 

" This Oswyn was the son of Osricke (who did 
apostate from his faith), and- ruling his province* 
in plenty and peace the space of seven years, waa 
therefore greatly envied by Oswy of Bemicia, . 
and lastly by hun provoked into the field. Their 
hosts met in a place then called Willfiine Downs, 
ten miles west from the viOage Cataracton, and 
there attended to hazard the day. But Oswyn, 
finding himself too weak for Oswy, also to save 
the effusion, of Christian blood, fprsook the field, 
accompanied only with one soldier, and went to 
Eari Hundwald's, his friend, as he thought, to se- 
cure his life. But contrary to trust, he delivered 
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•him up to King Oswy^ who crueOy slew him^ at 
the place called Ingethling'; where afterwards^ for 
satisfaction c^ so heinous an offence, a monastry 
was built^ as upon like occasions many the. like 
foundations were laid, whose stones were thus 
joined with the mortar of blood. 

" Of this Oswyn (continues Beda) the follow- 
ing story is reported :-^Amongst his other rare 
virtues and princely qualities his humility and 
passing lowliness excelleth : which is thus exem- 
plified*:— The reverend Christian Bishop Adiaif; 
using much travel to preach the Gospel through- 
out that province^ the king, for his more ease, 
gave him a goodly gelding, with rich and costly 
trappings. It chanced on a day, as the bishop 
rode to minister the word of life, that a poor man 
demanded bis alms ; but he not having wherewith 
to relieve him^ and pitying his distressed poor 
estate, presently alighted, and gave unto him his 
horse and rich furniture. Whereof when the 
king heard, he blamed him, and said, 'What 
mean you, my Lord* to give to the beggar the 
horse that I gave to you, with 'my saddle and 
trappings ? Had we no horses of a lower price 
to g^ve to the poor ?' 

' '^ To whom the bishop replied^ * And is the 
brood of a beast more precious in your sight then 
^his poor man, the child of God V 

'' The king thus reproved, turned himself to- 
wards the fire/ and there sadly pausing upon his 
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'^D8wer> gave him his sword^ and in haste feH at 
the bishop's feet^ desiring his forgiyenesfei in ^at 
he had said. Tlie bishop, much astonished, sud- 
denly lift up the king, desiring him to sit at meat, 
and to be merry; which the king immediat^y 
did. 

'' But the bishop contrariwise began to be pen- 
sive and sad, and the tears to trickle down hw 
cheeks, in which passion he burst out into these 
speeches, and said to his chaplain, in an unknown 
tongue, * I never till this day have seen an humble 
and a charitable king, and surdy his life cannot 
be long, for this people are not worthy to have 
such a noble prince reign over them/*' 



(Oswy, who murdered Oswyn, was the founder 
of Litchfield Cathedral.) 



Omeemmg Offa, and /m Quern Qidndred. 

^ 0&, cousin of King Ethelbald^ succeeded 
him in his dominions of Merda, a man of so h^h 
stomachy and stoutness of mind, that he thought 
nothing impossflble for him to attain, and for vir* 
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tue and vice so eqoaUy composed^ that haidty 
could be judged to whither of them the scale, of 
his cacriage most inclined. (Although the monk 
of St Albany and writer of his life^ doth blanch 
out his graces with superlative praises.) 

'' His parents were named Twinferth and Mer- 
cella^ and himself is said to have been named Pin- 
crc<d^ bom both lame, deaf, and blind, wherein he 
so continued to his man's estate ; the rage of 
Bemred (his adversary) had forced all three into 
a solitary jrface, where suddenly, by miracle, Pin« 
cred was restored to the use of his faculties, and 
for that cause called Offa, who then presently a«^ 
sailed, and in a great battle, manfuDy fought, slew 
the usurping Bemred, &c. &c 

'^ Offa was famous for the ditch which he caused 
to be drawn betwixt his and the Brittains bordei^ 
which work. began at Basingwarkin FUntshire, 
and North Waled, near the mouth of the Dee, 
and ran along the mountains into the south, and 
ended near Bristow, at the fall of Wye ; the track 
whereof in many places is yd seen, and is called 
to this day Qawdh Offa, or Offa's ditch, &c. &c. 

'' At last, after his many wars and victories, with . 
the qpirit of humility, both to recall himself from 
the trace of blood, and to the better establishment 
of bis kingdbmts peace, he joined in affinity with 
the neighbouring princes, upon whom he bestowr 
ed his daughters in marriage. 
^' And im&ing Egfrid his son a king with him* 

G 4 



88 BEAUTIES OF 

self^ in great devotion went to Rome^ wbeiije, with 
the like zeal and example of Inas, the West 
Saxon^ he made his kingdom subject to a tribute, 
ihen called Peter pence^ afterwards Rom Scot ; 
besides other rich gifts, which he gave to Hadrian, 
for canonizing Alban a Saint ; in honour of whom, 
and in repentance of his sins, at his return (over- 
against Verolanium, in the place then called 
Holmchurst, where that Protomartyr of tirittaine 
for his constant profession of Christ lost his head) 
Offa built a magnificent monastry in Anno 795—- 
endowing it with lands and rich revenues for the 
maintenance of an hundred monks, &c. 
' " Also, in testimony of his repentance for the 
blood he had spilt, he gave the tenth part of all 
bis goods to the Churchmen and to the poor^ and 
also founded another monastry at Bath^ and in 
Warwickshire a church, which from him beareth 
the name of Off-Church. 

'' Finally, when he had reigned thirty* nine 
years, he died in peace, and with great solemnity 
his body was buried without the town of Bedford, 
in a chapel stai^ding upon the banks of the Ouse, 
wjiich long since was swallowed up by the said 
river, whose tomb of lead (as it were some phan- 
tastical thing) appeareth often unto them that 
seek it not, but to them that seek it is altogether 
invisible. 

'' Quindred, the wife of King Offa, hath not 
her parentage mentioned by any writer, though 



ANCttWr HUTORY. 89 

some 8U{iposfe her name wan Dry da, and thajt.sbe 
was the hear kinswoman to Charles the Greai^ 
King of France; and by him^ for some offencfe 
committed^ banished his realm; wbo^ arrivitig 
upon the coast of England, in a ship without 
tackel^ was taken thence^ and relieved by OSk, 
then a young nobleman^ where she changed her 
name unto Pretronilla^ with whom he fell so fiur in 
loye^ that he made her his wife^ contrary to the 
liking of his parents. She was a woman of con- 
dition, ambitious, covetous, and cruel, as appeared 
especially in the death of Ethelbert, king of the 
East Angles, that came to her husband's court to 
marry their daughter, whose port ghe so much 
envied, that she procured him to be treacherously 
murdered ; the manner of which was dedared to 
be, by his foil into a deep pit, puiposely made ia 
his bed-chamber, and under his chair of estate. 
*-— That his head was cut off, and found by a blind 
nun :-^that the well which bears his name sprang 
up presently, in the place where it lay : — ^that the 
blood thereof gave the blind man his sight; and 
that Dryda died in the same, pit she had di^ed 
for Ethelbert: But certain it is, Crod's vengeance 
followed this heinous fact, within one year after 
the same was committed, by the death of herself 
her husband, and her son, and the translation of 
that kingdom from the Mercians to the West 
Saxons. ' ' 

'' Elfrid, the youngest and passing fair daughter 
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•f Ukkg Oib and Qmten Quindred^ Iwng pro* 
HHfod in marrkige^ and asgured unto King Eth^ 
hett, after the murder of her hoped bridegroom, 
iflth great hmentations and prophesying. threats 
of revengei abandoned the society of men^ and 
withdrew herself into the monaslty of Crowland^ 
in th^ Fenns, where in contemplation and solitary 
fensiTO sadness she f^nt the rc^onaiiider of her 
life/' 

(J^tU account from Roger Hcrpedm.) 



AsEMmtiM OF AunxD tbe Grbat. — Though 
M the incidents in the life of this great prince 
are well known to almost ell readers^ yet the style 
<yf the ancient historian is not so generally, and it 
is to presetve and bring forward that pleaiuig 
simplicity, ttiat the passages are here introduced, 
tMre flum ftbm ttie idtia of giving informatimi. 

*^ In the ytm eight- ha«idred se?enty-«ii^ 
BoHo, a' noUemam of Denmark, entered into fii^ 
kind, with a numerous army, with no toss spoil and 
deitruction than other of thoie tianes before him 
had done> notwiflistandiiig the truci^; with whom 
King Alfred met, and gave him so hot a welcome^ 
that he liked not greatfy Irfventextamment; imd 
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htiikg wfflmed (fonooth) in his Aeep, that h^Het 
foTtnne attended bim in France^ be left liis conn* 
trymen to engage wifli the Englkh. 

'^ The Danes then aeconnting the peace to Ve 
broken^ like bees -from the hive^ infetft all (he land^ 
insomuch that this andannted king Mttcd was oft, 
times bronght to such extremities^ tbBi he hid 
himself out of ^ght^ and in the fens and manh 
grounds was forced^ with such small companies at 
he had^ to lire by ishing^ fowling^ and hunting isf 
wild beasts for his food^ having no more of 'his 
great monaiTiky left him^ but Somerset^ Hampton^ 
and Wiltsfaare only^ neithw yet them free from the 
incursions of the Danes. 

'* The «olitairy place of his most midency was 
an island^ inclosed with the two rivers 'iThaae and 
Parret^ at their meeting in the county of Somerset, 
commoaly caOed Eddmgsty, where he^ in very 
poor attire disguised^ was entertained mto a cow* 
berd^s house^ (if not into his service) where at a 
tnne^ as he sat by the fire in trimming of his bow 
and shafts^ a cake of dough baking on the hearth 
before him^ chanced to bum; the cowherdess 
coming in^ and seeing him minding hisliow more 
than his breads in a great fury cast away both his 
bow and his arrows^ and checking him as heir 
groom^ saidj ' Thou fe1low> doest thou see the 
bread bum before thy face, and wilt not turn it f 
And yet thou art ghd to eat it before it is hatf 
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bufced V Little suspecting^ him toTbe tlie man that 
had beim served with much more delicate cdkes. 

'^ But this prince^ the very mirror of princes^ 
More minding the wealth of his subjects than the 
mgesty of state^ disguised himself in the habit of 
« common minstrel, and in person repaired to the 
Danes' camp^ who lay like Sehacheribs^ wallowing 
in wantonness^ and secure in their own conceits 
from impeach of danger; which AUred/a most 
skillful ipusician^ and an excellent poet, did not a 
little egg on^ by his sweet music and songs of their 
>alour; so that he was suffered to pass uncon- 
'trouled into the company of their princes* at ban- 
quets^ or elsewhere ; whereby he both saw their 
negligent security, and by diligent observance, 

learned the designs, that in their' councils they 
intended. 

*' Returning to his comfortless company, be told 
them the condition of the hostile camp, and how 
.easy it was to recover again their decayed estates '; 
whereupon, shewing himself to his subjects^ unto 
.whose sight nothing could be more joyous, on the 
sudden set upon the careless camp of the Danes^ 
jltnd made thereof a veiy great slaughter, to the 

• • • • 

^reat terror of others, in other parts^ that had ac- 
counted him dead long before. 

^' Hubba, that had harried the English, and 
now roused upon the news of King Alfred's vic- 
tory and life^ with thirty-three ships sailed from 
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Wales; aii4' arrivei). in Uiemeath of Tan; where* 
k fkUetfc into the Severn Sea^ essayed to take the 
then strong castle^ ' callei Kin with; unto whonv 
the Devonshire. men gave battle^ and slew- eight 
hundred and eighty persons of. their retinue; 
where' died the Danish i(ing Hubba^ whose corpa 
being there interred onder a great heap of <^ppOT-> 
ed stones^ gave name to the place, which was call- 
ed Hubblestbne^ from that circumstance. 

f There and then was taken the Danish mdch- 
esteemed banner^ called Reafon^ wherein a ni,ven' 
was portrayed^ all wrought in needle-work by the- 
three sisters of Hubba^ and Hangar, the daughter 
of Lothbroke the Dane ; in regard whereof, as 
also for the opinion of good luck, (as they took it): 
it was ever borne before them in their wars. 

'^ These adverse proceedings of the Danes de- 
signs, e^edally falling when the game was peaii; 
won^ made them suspect^ how fsLit soever the ball! 
lay to hand^ yet fortune would serve it in the' end 
to their loss; for Alfred now flocked up upon 
every side, began to build fortresses behind his 
back^ and forward to march with his conquering 
sword; whereupon the Danes sent to him for 
peace, and delivered him hostages, upon assur* 
ance that they meant as they spoke : the conditions^ 
were, that their king should receive baptism, and 
the great army of the Danes quietly to remove out 
of the kingdom . Whereupon Ourmund>^ of Gur- 
thum, the Danish king, repaired to the new boilt . 






of Eitellbgpty^ unto kift^ USted, and in the 
plnce then called Abre, wafr wariied in tbe bfer of 
bi^im, whom Alfi^ receiTed for his god-son^ 
by the name of Athdbtane, and gme him in free 
gtfty the oonntry of Easfc Angles. In the same 
foimlain of Gmee, thirty of the diirf Danish no- 
bflity wore initiated, npon whom the^ truly Chris- 
tian king Alfir^ bestowed many rich gifts ; and 
that the limits of the Eng^sh might be free fiom 
thw incursions^ thus the oonfinei of King Alfred's 
kingdom were laid forth, as* we find it, in the and 
4^ those laws that Alfred published, whose words 
are these. 

^ Let the bounds of our dominion stretch from 
the River Thamisis/and from thence to the ^nuter 
of Lea, even unto die head of the same vrater, and 
so forth strait unto Bedford, and finally going 
akmg by the river of Ouse, let them end at Wat- 
ling- Street'' 

msBxIraetisfr&m Smmi Zhmeftftensw. 



JbneodBU^rfEAtard, tumamed the Elder, Jram the 
eamemUkor (Sbnon DundmemUi) A.D. 910. 

'' King Bdward's monarchy thus ascending the 
horizon, began to shine very bright; therrfore. 



be seeking; to hold what he had got, set about to 
8ecuie.his bmma with ea§tles and wait of dcfeaoe. 

^' These bis proceedings caused him to be both 
babved and feaMl; but his mtad was stiH firee 
from any ambitious pride^ as may appear fay the 
intercourse betwixt JLedine, Psince of Walet, 
and lumself^ wheieirf William Mapeue umlialh 
mention to be as fblkmeth. 

*' What time Edward !tlie Eldier lay at Autter. 
lina^ and Leolinev Prince o£ Wales^ at Bethealey^ 
intending a.pariey« Leolinecefiised.toicomedows, 
or to cross the Serem ; whereupon^ Edwasd took 
boat^ and entered the rirer towards him ; which, 
when Lepline saw^ and knew who he was, he cast 
off his rich robe wherewith he was dad; and whiali; 
he hud prepared for that royal assmibly^ and en^-^ 
tered the river breast high, where clasping the* 
boat with an embrace^ submissively said : 

^ 'Most sage and. wise king> thy humifity hath 
conquered my insoleacy^ and thy wisdom trium^-i 
ed over my folly ; come, get upon my neok, wliich4 
I have (fool as I am) lifted up against thee ; so 
ahalt thou enter into that land, which thy benign 
mildness hath made thine own this day/ 

'' And after he had taken him upon his shoul- 
de», he would needs have him sit dotm upon his. 
royal robcu apd so putting his hands jointly auto 
bis, did him homage/' 
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From the same Author — Cjfthe mme Prince. 



m • 

'^ Egntna^ tbe nvife of Edward the Elder^ was 
the daughter of a mean, gentleman^ named Ber- 
cher^ whose eye-pleasing features, and alluring 
beauty, made her to be educated above the degree 
of her birth, and was brought, up by the nurse 
of King Edward, in tender affection and great 
esteem. It chanced King Edward, in kindness, 
came to visit his nurse, where seeing the admira- 
ble beauty, of this fair maid, fell so far In love 
thereupon, that he took her to wife without the 
consent or knowledge of his father (Kibg Alfred, 
the Great) ; in which regard she is reputed by 
some writers rather bis concubine than his wife, 
no other cause moving them thereto, but her mean 
parentage, and secret making and keeping of this 
marriage, although there be some good histories, 
and many likelihoods to induce that she was his 
true and la^ul queen/' 



Anedio^ ofE^Oa, sUter to King Edward, amd 
daughter to Alfred— an Amazonian Prmeese. 

^ Etbelred, Earl of Mercia, vvho had married 
Elflida, King Edward's sister, departed this life. 
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she having borne him only one daughter^ Elfwen^ 
whose travail in child-birth waa so grievous, that 
ever after she forebore her husband s bed ; and 
thereupon changing the wonted affections of her 
sex from her husband and her children, iinto the 
battle, governing Mercia eight years after her 
husband's decease, as another Zenobia, and did 
not a little assist her brother in his wars ; for the 
Welsh she pdrsued a» far as Brecknoke, which 
she took. With. their queen. From the Danesshe 
took the county of Derby, and assaulting the town 
upon them put herself in great danger ; for en« 
terprising to enter the gate, she was resisted by 
whole multitudes of Danes ; notwithstanding, she 
presisted and got entrance, in which encounter 
many died, and four of her chief men of war^ 
being warders of her person, ever fiist by hor 
side, trere shin. 

" The Danes, in Yorkshire, she constrained to 
be at her devotion, so that some of them became 
her subjects, some vowed to attend her in her aid, 
and some promised to be pressed at her dispose. 
Her policy, in war proved ever the surest, her 
council of state was r^arded the wisest, and ber 
providence in building and repairing cities for the 
weal^public, or fiDolifying places for tiie munition 
of war, exceeded all others. 

'^ Thb renowned lady giving place unto nature^ 
left |he wars to be continued by her brother; her 
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daughter at the dispose of her oncle, and her body 
to be buried at Gloucester, in the monastery of 
St Peter's^ which her husband and herself had 
formerly built." PoUdore 



mato 



Anecdotes of the reign ofEthdstan-'A. D. 924. 



beginnings were with trouble, and that 
rather by reason of friends than foes, for it is re- 
corded that Alfred, a nobleman, either in &your 
of King Edward's other sons, or else on an am- 
bitious hope for himself, intended at Witichester 
to have plucked out the eyes of his Sovereign : 
but his treason being known before the seed could 
shew blade, hewasapprehended'and sent to Rome, 
to purge himself by oath : where, before the altar 
of Saint Peter, and Pope John the Tenth, he there 
abjured'tfae act, and thereupon fell suddenly down 
*to the earth, so that his servants took him and 
bare him into the English schdol, where within 
thrfee days after he died : the Pope denying him 
Christian burial, until King Ethelstan's pleasure 
was known. 

^ These storms overpast, as gteat a cloud see- 
' tng to ariseunto Ethelstan's sight, whos^ eye of 
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jeal6iisy ever following the ascent, and his ear 
ever opened unto the instillations of parasites^ 
amongst whom hit cup-bearer was a chief, who 
daily brought more and' more suspicion into the 
king*s mind, till lastly he cimsented to the death 
of the young Prince Edwin, bis brother, in man- 
ner as followeth. 

*' Edwin was the fourth son of King. Edward 
(surnamed the elder), who was very young when 
hi$ father vfw buried, and his brother crowned. — 
Notwithstanding, a deep jealousy possessing the 
kid^ that bis title was too near the crown, he 
cawed him to be put into a little pinnance with- 
out eithet tackel ojr oars, one only page accom- 
panying bim^ that his death ^igbt be imputed to 
the waVefi( ; .whence^ the young prince^ overco^ne 
with griefj and not aible to master bis own pas- 
Bioh9, cast himself heading ittto the sea^ and his 
dead body being 'c|rt?en updn the coast of Flan- 
dens, was.takei\.up by Addpltej ]Safl of Boloine, 
bia pPUAln g)sri»an> ahd .hoMdiiraUybtiried in the 
mondstey. of ShinL Bertinj in the town of St. 
OroerlB«*^which;&ct iBifter^ffi^rds was' much lament- 
ed by King Ethelstan; wAa. grievoudy punished 
^^ suggestions of hlBj^njealoiisy, and the pro- 
curers of bis; brjoth^r's; death ;: sending great 
thanks to tlie Earl that buried hipi^ and rich pre- 
sents to:4he:moiiastry:whi€h.0titpinbed him ; and 
to Bfi^iease the ghost of htaabnoeent brotber^ built 
the Abbey of Middleton, in the couiftydf Dorset. 

H 2 
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Though with too hte a sorrow he repented the 
same ; for besides his seven years of penance for 
his betrayed brother^ and the monastry of Middle^ 
ton which he built^ he likewise erected that of 
Michelness : as for the most part such seed plot^ 
were ever sown in the fiirrows of bloody which 
happened on this occasion. 

'' It chanced his cup-bearer^ in his service up- 
on a festival^ to stumble with one foot^ and to re- 
cover himself with the other^ which made him 
pleasantly to say — ' You see how one brother 
helpeth another/ Upon which speech the kmg, 
with grief and touch of hearty called to mind the 
death of his innocent brother; and forthwith 
commanded execution to be doneon him^ the pro- 
curer, to repay his fact with deserved death : — 
And himself was ever after more tender and care- 
ful tovjfards his other brethren, and bestowed his 
sisters in honourable marriage. 

" This King Ethelstan having overcome (in a ' 
.most terrible conflict), Anlafe and Godfree, two 
princes who bad made war upon him, after having 
conquered and constrained them to submit them- 
selves to his will^ he began to consider that the 
chance of war was variable, and success not to be 

» 

commanded; thuspityingthe case of these down- 
cast princes, restored them presently to their 
former estates, adding withal this princely saying, 
' That it was more honour to make a king than 
to be a king/ 
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'^ Afterwards Constanttne, king of Scotland^ 
making war on this prince/ Aniafe (called by 
writers King* of the Irish, and of the Isles, who 
had married the daughter of Constantine) came 
to his aid. A man no doubt both hardy and des- 
perate, as appeared by the action he underwent ; 
for it is recorded, that as Alfred had attempted to 
know the state of the Danes, so this Dane, at this 
place, did to understand the English ; fdr^ dis* 
guising himself like a harper, he went from tent 
to tent, and had access even unto King Etiielstan's 
presence, until he had learned what he most de- 
sired, and then returned again to his camp : which 
part of his was no bolder, nor more wisely per- 
formed, than was kepi secret, and after revealed 
by li most faithful soldier : for Aniafe departed, 
and free from pursuit, the soldier made this act 
known to the King Ethelstan, who, being sore 
displeased at his enemies' escape, imputed the 
fault to him the revealer ; but he replying made 
the king this answer — 

'^ ^ I once served Aniafe (said he) under his 
pay for a soldier, and gave him the same iaith 
that I now do unto you. If then I should have 
betrayed his designs, what trust could your Grace 
have reposed in my truth ? Let him therefore 
die — ^but not by my treachery ! And, by his 
escape, secure your royal self from danger ; re- 
move your tent from the place where it now stands, 
least unawares he baply assail you . ' 

H 3 
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'^ The king, seeing the fiiith of this soldier, was 
therewith satisfied ; and forthwith commanded 
his tent to be removed^ where presently a bishop^ 
new come to the camp^ pitched up his own ; and, 
the night foDowing^ both himself and his retinae 
were slain, by the same Anlafe that sought the 
king's hfe. In assaulting the place, and pressing 
forward, came to the king's tent ; who^ awaked 
by the sudden alarm; boldly rushed upon his ene* 
mies, and, encouraging his men, put thein back> 
with the death of five petty kings, twelve dukes, 
and well near of the whole army which Anlafe 
had brought. 

** It is recorded, that before this victory, as 
King Ethelstan travelled jnto the North, and 
coming to Yorkshire (as he was a man much de*- 
voted to God ward), he turned aside fo Visit the 
tomb of St4 John of Beverly, where, earnestly 
praying for his prosperous success^ for want of 
richer jewels, there offered up his knife, vowing, 
that if he returned with victory, he would redeem 
it with a worthy price. And when he had thus 
triumphed over his enemies, returning to Bever^ 
ly, he with many rich and costly g'ifls r^afned 
again his own knife. 

" To leave a memorial of. King Ethektan's 
great victory, give me ledvc to write, whal 1 find 
in many historians^ namely — that near unto (he 
Castle Dunbar, in Scotland, he praying that his 
right unto those parts might be cunfiftned unto 
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posterity by a sign, at on^ UoWj wiUi bis sword,* . 
he struck an eU deep into a stone^ wbich sto^d bo 
cloven a long time afterwards, &c. 

*' His dominion was ^be largest that any Saxon 
before him bad ever enjoyed^ and his &me the 
greatest with all foreign princes, who sought his 
friendship, both with love and alliance^ by mar- 
riage with his sisters, and presenting him with 
rare and rich presents. For Hugh, king of 
France besides other inestimable jewelsj senli 
him the sword of Const^ntine the Great, in the 
hilt whereof, all covered with gold, was oueof Uie 
nails that listened Christ to his cross; he sent 
likewi$e tbe q^tear of Chaileathe; Great, reputed 
to be tbjB same that i^erced phrist his side ; as alsO; 
iwrt of the cross whereon he suffered his paspion,^ 
attd a piece of the thorney crown wherewith, bis, 
blessed temples were bcgored And with them^ 
n/nt tbe:banner of St Maurice, po. often /B^qpead 
by Gharies tbe Great in hi^ phn^n wars against 
the Saiaceos. And from Otho the Empenftr, who 
had manri«d hi^ sistctr^rwas sent a .vessel •ojt', pre- 

m 

dons- 8t|ui^> artificially made, wherein wereseei^ 
laBdsaipe^ : witb vine^, com, and m^n^fiy of.t^en| 
seenfing so naturally to aioyeas if they bi^^rojv^^ 
and retained life. And the king of fif orwfty isen| 
him a goodly ship, with a gilt stiem, purple nilsi 
and the deck, ganushed all with gokL 
'' Of these accounted holy rdiques. King Ethels 

H 4 
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flten gave most part unto the Abbey of St. S within, 
lit Winchester, and the rest to the nHMiagtiy of 
Malmsbury." 

(7%e8e extracta are from Speed, HoUingahed, 
tmd PoUdore VirgU.J 



The Emperor Trajan — the first person why caused 
Roades to be made in the Island ofBritUm, 
f^c. %c. From Speed— A. D. 99. 

. .. : 

*' However silent writers have been of this en« 
brer's afbirs in this island, yet it is to be thought, 
that unto the care that this good emperor had lor 
the weal of his subjects, is projected by bis pMfi* 
dence in making ways passable from place to 
place, whereof remain many testimonies; by those 
hig causeis drawn with wonderful diligence, even 
through the whole island; which now, though 
dismembered and cut in pieces by the country 
(yeople where thorough they passed, yet do many 
remnants thereof remain, especially in pastures, 
or by grounds, out of the' road way, with banks so 
high, that evidently tbey shew themselves. Of 
these causeis Galen writeth afii foUoweth. 

*' The ways (saith he) Trajan repaired by paving 
with stones, or raiding with banks, capt up such 
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pieces of them as were moist and miry ; by stock- ' 
ihg up and riddling such as were rough.and over- 
grown with bushes and briars; by making bridges 
over rivers that could not be waded through;* 
where the way seemed longer than needeth^ by 
cutting out another shorter ; if any were, by rea- 
son of some steep hill^ the passage were hard and 
uneasy^ by turning it aside through easier places. 
Now, in case it was haunted by wild beasts, or h'e 
waste and desart, by drawing it thence through 
places inhabited ; and withall^ laying level all ua- 
even and rugged grounds. 

*' Along these causeis the emperor caused to 
be set, little pillars, or columes, with numeral cha- 
racters cut in them, to signify how many miles 
^m place to place — of these Sidonius ApoDinaris 
writeth thus: 

** Break not the Ancient Canseis itrong. 
Whereon the Columes standeth long. 
Nor names of CeeiarB do not wrong." 



Oftiihdred, comnumb/ called the Unrea^ — A. D. 
980. From John Stow, Simon Dimdmensis, 
and fViUiam Mahneshunf^ 

'' King Ethelred was a miein neither fortunate 
in action, nor forward ia proceedings^ and thei%- 
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fore called the Unready; a/ocording to the moukish r 
writers (though we find no such just cause ii^ rer 
cording his life) his youth was spent in idleness^ 
feeding his senses with all voluptuous baits^ his 
middle years with a careless government^ and his 
latter end deservedly in continual resistftnce of the 
blood-thirsty Danes^ &c. &c. , 

'' The English led in the dislike of young, 
Ethehred's government^ were the rather drawn to 
impute these and all other adversities to this un- 
fortunate prince^ by reason of a prediction of 
Dunstan's. who had prophesied^ that they should 
not be free from blood and sword^ till there caine 
a people of an unl^nQwn tongue^ that should brin|^ 
them to the ihmldom. And thi^ opinion was 
screwed deeper into their fearful conceit, by a 
cloud appearing of blood and fire immediately, 
after his coronation. 

'' The scourge of the En^ish and "blood-thirsty 
Danes came now from Normandy^ with their full 
sails, and landing* at Exmouth^ their first and 
greatest fury was against the city of Exeter, which 
when they fiercely besieged^ they were so valiantly 
beaten by the citizens^ as that enraged above 
measure with the ignominy of the repulse^ they 
thence^ as a sudden flood, bore down aU that stood 
in their way ; and then plainly began to appear 
the rise of the Danes^ which every where lorded 
H wherever they had to do; and. the fall of the 
Saxons, whose over-top monarchy and weak walk 



now waofted props to hbld'u^ the weight ; for the. 
captains of the Engiish^ wanting lore in dee& of. 
anns^ thmr direction never prospered; if ships 
were inade^ they never.speed well^ but either irer^ 
chased of the enemy, or destroyed by.leropest; H. 
the nobles ever assembled to coasvlt of the slate, 
that time was lather spent in ivbettin'g (be spleen : 
each against other, than jointly agnedng how (o ' 
redress the present danger, or to reptiess the oiMft* 
mon enemy. The clergy, as . bacbwardi as hny» 
denied the king their. assislabee/ pledding jtirar . 
exemption from wsir^ and prWile^.of the chnitkii • 
when the land lay Ubedhig. and. de^^lorin'^ fori 
help ; to tbctse were iddded aoU'city,' 'Jinn|;er»''aad . 
robberies. These iliiseries ctinsed thb'sums df 
their compositions to be.augoebted, ^holi jast^ 
was sixteen thousand^ iiow twenty, iaiiBeJiatel^ 
twenty-four, then thirty,, and lastfy^ foity^ thoa*^ ' 
sand pounds, until the larid was empNaed cf ail its. 
coin ; the kingdom of her glory, the ntikleb of 
courage, .the commons of theijf content^ >imd tibe 
sovereign of his wonted respect and^ ^ilennhce,i 
&c. &c. 

'' To redress aU this the careM King Stbdred! 
was.&r tooweakj and thc»refor6 iiUended fo do 
that by policy, which he could not by strength ; r 
he. therefore devised a desperate stratagem; that! 
proved the destruction of the royal S$x(>(i jUood, - 
and conquest of the land to another nation. 

'' For^ seeking to disburden his realm of these 
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devouring Danes^ which^ by even force he could 
no ways do> he attempted, in a bloody massacre, 
to destroy them ; giving a secret commission unto 
every city in his dominions, that at an appointed 
time they should set upon and kill all the Danes : 
the day was the thirteenth of November, being 
the festival of Saint Bricius, A. D. lOOS, and pre- 
sently after his marriage with Emma, who for her 
passing beauty^ was called the flower of Nor- 
mandy, in confidence of which aflBnity he pre- 
sumed ^to do what he did. His command was 
performed accordingly^ and with such rigour, that 
in Oxford, the fearful Danes, for refuge took into 
the church of Saint Frideswide, as into.a sanctuary 
of venerable antiquity and privilege amongst an^ 
cient kings; but they, in fury, regarding neither 
place or person, set the church on fire, wherein 
were burnt a great sort of those Danes, with many 
richx>maments, and the library thereof utterly de- 
faced ; at which even the king was much grieved, 
and therefore, at his very great cost, beautifully 
r^Mured the church, &c. &c. 

^' In this massacre, the Lady Gunhild, sister to 
Swain, king of Denmark, a great and continual 
friend to the English, with her husband and son 
together were slaughtered, although she lay in 
hostage upon conditions of peace, whose husband 
was an Earl of great nnight, and both of them 
Christians/' 
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A dreadfiii revengpe* from the Danes was the na- 
tural result of this treachery and cruelty^ which 
after a variety oif eventful circumstances, and dif- 
ferent successes on either side, with almost un- 
equaled treason, treachery, and barbarity in each 
party, the Danes finally triumphed, and obtained 
the government of the kingdom. 



Character of Edward the Qmfessor. From 

Baker's Chronicle. 

*^ Two acts are related of this king*, that seem 
nothing correspondent to the general opinion bad 
of his virtue; one concerning his mother, the other 
touching his wife; that concerning his mother^ 
Queen Emma, vms this, that because after King 
Ethehred's death she married the Danish king 
Canutus, and appeared to favour her issue by 
him more than her issue by King Ethdred, there- 
fore he dispossessed her of all her goods, and com- 
mitted her to custody in the abbey of Worwill ; 
and more than this, so far hearkened to an asper- 
sion cast upcm her character, of unchaste familiarity 
withAIwyn^ Bishop of Winchester ; that for her 
pur^tion, she was fain to pass the trial of fire 
ordeal, which was in this manner; nine plough- 
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•shares, red hot, were piacec) in unequal distances^ 
'which she most pass^ barefiiot and blindfold ; and 
if she passed them uhhart, then sjbe was judged 
iftnocient, if otherwise^ guilty. And this trial she 
passed^ and came off iairly, to the great astonish- 
' ment of all beholders. 

'* The other^ touching his wife» was this ; he 
had married Editha^ the beautiful and virtuous 
daughter of Earl Godwyn^ and because he had 
taken displeasure against the father^ he could 
shew no kindm^ss to the fair daughter of him he 
Mted : he made her his wife^ but conversed not 
with her as a wife ; and yet was content to hear 
her accused oftncontikiency^ whereof if she were 
guilty^ he could not be innocent. So as what the 
- virtues were^ for which^ after his death, he was 
reputed a saint, doth not easily appear. It seems 
he was chaste, but not without injury to his wife; 
pious, but not without injury to his mother ; just, 
in his present government, but not without neg- 
lect of posterity; for through his want of provi- 
dence in that ^respect, he left the crown to so 
. dimbtfid succession, that soon after his decease it 
. wastransMted out of English into French, and 
; the kingdom made servile untpa fourth foreign 
. mfttipn.. 

''One ability he had, which raised him above 

the pitf^ of ordinary kings, and yet at this day is 

' ordinary wjth kings; tbltt by his only touching 

. iiLnd by ing hi$ hand updn it^ he cured a disease. 
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which, from hh curing, is called the King's E?il. 
His mother, Emma, in memory of the nine plough- 
'shares she had passed in her trial, gave nine 
manors to the Minster of Winchester, and him- 
self, remembering the wrong he had done her, 
bestowed on the same place the island of Port- 
land, in Dorsetshire^ being about seven miles in 
' Compass. He made also, of a little monastry in 
the west of London, by the river of Thames, a 
most beautiful church, called of the place West- 
minster ; he endowed it with many rich revenues, 
and confirmed his charters, under his broad seal, 
being the first of the English kings who ever used 
that large and stately impression in their Charters 
and Patents. In Westminster he provided ibr 
his own sepulchre, and he likewise buih another 
church, standing without the abbey, ivbich he d6- 
' dicated io Saint Margaret." 



()fthe places of residence of ffUUam the Conquer- 
or, and other ancient Kit^^^Of his death, bu- 
rial, and other jpartietdars, bath vnteresHng and 
amusing. From William Caxbm, and Mdbns^ 

'^ William the First commonly kept bis Christ- 
mas at Giocester, his Easter ^t Winchester, and 
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his Whitsuntide at Westminster, and once in the 
year, at one of these places^ would he be new 
crowned ; he thought it made it sit the easier on 
his head. And for the houses which the kings of 
England had in those days in London^ we find 
that at Westminster was a palace, the ancient ha- 
bitation of the kings of England, from the time of 
Edward the Confessor ; which, in the reign of 
Henry the Eighth, was, by casual fire, burnt down 
to the ground. A very large and stately palace 
this was, and in that age for building incompar- 
able. The remains whereof are the Chamber of 
assembling the high Court of Parliament^ and the 
next unto it, wherein anciently they were wont to 
begin the Parliament^ called St. Edward's painted 
chamber, because the tradition holdeth that the 
said King Edward died in it. Adjoining unto this 
is the White-hall. Beneath this is the great hall, 
where Courts of Justice are now kept ; this hall, 
which we now have, was built by King Richard 
the Second out of the ground, as appeareth by his 
arms, engraven in the stone work (when he had 
plucked down the old hall, built before by William 
Rufus), and made it his own habitatiota. But the 
afi>re8aid palaco, after it was burnt down in Anno 
1512^ lay desolate, and King Henry the Eighth 
shortly after translated the king's seat to a house 
not far ofi*, built by Cardinal Wolsey, and is caOed 
White-hall* The Tower of London was an- 
ciently used by the kings of England to lodge in. 
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Other houses too they had^ one where Bridewell 
now standeth^ out of the ruins whereof the new 
Bridewell is built; another called the Tower 
Royal^ now the king's wardrobe ; another in 
Bucklersbury, called Seme's Tower ; another 
where now the Pope's head tavern is^ over against 
the Old E^change^ thought to have been this 
king's house ; also another in Lime Street, called 
the King's Artrice ; also another in the Old 
Jewry ; and oft times use was made of Baynard 
Castle. But all of these are long since demolish- 
ed^ that we may see that palaces and places have 
their &te,and period as well as men. As for the 
arms of this prince, William the First, he gave 
three lions passant, gold, in a field gules, which 
have ever since been used as peculiar to the crown 
of England. 

^* Towards the close of his reign, he appointed 
his two sonsj Robert and Heniy, with joint autho- 
rity. Governors of Normandy. These went to- 
gether to visit the king of France, lying at Con- 
stance ; where entertaining the time with variety 
of sports, Henry played with Lewis, the heir of 
France, at chess, and winning much money of 
him, Lewis grew so choleric that he threw the 
chess men in Henry's face, calling him the son of 
a bastard ; and thereupon Henry struck Lewis 
with the chess board, and had presently slain him ' 
if his brother Robert had not steped in and stayed 
him. Upon this the king of Fra^nce invades 

I 
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Normandy, and draws Robert, King Wifliam's 
eldest son, to join with him against his father : 
but King William coming ov^rwith an army^ was 
presently reconciled to his son ; yet being corpu- 
lent^ and in years, was by this means much dis- 
tempered in body, and so retired to Roan, where 
he stayed as not being well inliealth. The French 
king hearing of keeping his bed more than he 
was wont, and the nature of his disease, and in 
aDusionto the prominence of person, gave him 
this frump—' Our cousin William (said he) is laid 
now in child-bed« Oh ! what a number of candles 
must I offer at bis going to church ?' Surely, I 
think an hundred thousand will not suffice/ 

'^ King William hearing thereof, is said to have 
made this answer — ' Well, I trust our cousin of 
France will be at no such cost, but after this my 
child-birth, at my going to church, I swear by the 
resurrection, and brightness of God, (his usual 
oath), I wilF find him one thousand candles, and 
light them all myself/ And accordingly, toward 
August following, when both the trees, fruits, 
corn, and ground, was most flourishing, he enter- 
ed France with a mighty army, spoiling all the 
west parts thereof before him, and lastly set the 
city of Meux on fire, wherein he consumed 4 he 
fair Church of our Lady, in the walls whereof was 
enclosed an holy anchorite, who might, but would 
not escape, holding it a breach of his religious vow 

• • • » • 

to forsake his cell in that distress. The king, over 
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violait in these attempts^ cheered his men to feed 
the fire, and came himself so.near (he flames^ that, 
with the 4ieat of his harness, he lehpsed into his 
former sickness, and withal, jieaping on horseback 
oirer a <fitch, occasioned a nqitare^ which proved 
frta), whereupon, feding death apprpach> he re« 
turned again into Roan, where presently after he 
died. 

'* And that which .is scarce credible, is yet ra- 
cojried for certain, that the very same day he died 
at Roan his death was known at Rome^ a thousand 
miles off, which, if it be true, it seems there are 
certain invisible inteUigences that caii make such 
speedy whereof Froisstod telte a strange story, and 
for the stibngenesB not unworthy to be rdated 
here. 

^* Tii^i^ was (saith he) in the time of King Ed- 
ward the Thint a knight in Fitoce, named Go^ 
WB% wko could tell any thing, that was.« done all 
th^ world oy.er> the ?4ry d^y it>»s done^ or with-, 
in a day or two, bow. lar saevei H were off; and 
this be ^d by duck an invisible int^igencer.-^* 
For be had gotten a familiar spirit Qcthone, who 
brought him the news continnaUy ; and held on 
this coi^rsf; with him for divi^rs years, til} at last he 
lost him by this occi^ion* He had only yet h^ard 
the voice of his spirit OrthpnOj and How had great 
l^Bgipg to see his shape ; wh6reup6n the Bgisif, 
seeii^ his earnestness-^' Welt then, said he, to»« 
morrow morning, when you rise out of your bed^ 

I 2 
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(he first things you see shall be 1/ So the knight, 
rising in the morning, looked out, but could see 
nothing ; therefore he blamed Orthone for not 
keeping his promise.with him. Orthone answci- 
ed, he had kept his promise, ' for,' saith hef, ' be- 
think yourself what it was you first saw after your 
rising.' Then the knight, bethinking himself, 
remembered he saw two straws upon the ground, 
tumbling upon one another. ' Why, (answered 
Ofthone) that was 1/ Then the knight desired 
that he might see him in such a shape as he might 
tdke notice of him. ' WeD, then (said the spirit)* 
to-morrow morning, when you rise, the first thing 
you scfe shall be I.' So the next morning, the 
knight rising, and looking out of his window, the 
first thing he saw was a sow, so lean and deform- 
ed, he could not bear to look upon it, or abide its 
being near ; so foigeting, at that moment, his 
friendly spirit Orthotie, he thereupon caused lus 
men to set d<^ upon it to drive it away : which 
being done, the sow vanished away : after this 
bis sphrit Orthone never came to him any more. 
And this relation Froissard had. firom the knight's 
own mouth. And by such like means it might 
be that King William's death was known at Rome 
the very day he died at Roan. 
• '^ And thus he who was a conqueror, was con- 
queired himself by death : we may well say he vms 
conquered by death, seeing death used him more 
desfHgfatfully then ever he whilst fiving used any 



ANGUVr HIITORY. 117 

whom he had conqaarecji. For no sooner waa the 
breath oat of his body^ biit his attendants, purr 
loiniog what they coujd lay bands on^ forsook him 
and fled-^leaving his body almost naked upon 
the ground. Afterwards WjUiaro^ archbishop of 
Roan, commanded his body should be conveyed 
to Caen, but his command was little regarded.—^ 
Till atladt.one Herlewyne, a country knight^ at 
hJ9 own charges, caused his body to be embalm-; 
ed, and conyeyed thither ; where the abbots . and 
monks meeting the corpse suddenly, in the midst 
of the Aolemnity^ a violent fire brake out in* the 
town, with the fright whereof every man left the 
place ; and thus was his body a second time . left 
forlorn* 

. '^ In the end, a feiw monks returned^ abd ac- 
GOi9panied the hearse to the Abbey Church ; but 
when the divine service was endedj and the body 
ready to be laid in the grave, one Anselm Fitz 
Anther stood up, and claimed that ground to 
have been the floor of his father's house, which 
King William had violently wrested from him ; 
and (liereupon charged them, as ihey would ^an- 
swer it before the dreadful face of God, not to 
cover his body with the earth of his inheritance. 
Whereupon, after some pause, agreement was 
made with him, and three pound was paid in hand 
£bc the ground broken up, and an hundred pounds 
more afterwards for the ground itself, paid him by 
Henry, the king's youngest son, who only of all 

I 3 
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sons was present at the funeral. And yet t&is 
was not all^ but when his body was to be pat into 
the gnxe, it happene^d that the sepukhfe of which 
stood within the grave^ was hewn somewhat too 
strait for his large body^ so as they were fiun to 
press it down with some violence^ such an intoler- 
able stendi proceeded from the coffin that none 
were able to endure it/ but made all the haste they 
could to be gone. And yet neither, was this the 
last of his miseries — ^for in the year IM2, when 
Castilian took the city of Gaen^ certain dissolute 
soldiers opened his tomb, and not findii^ the 
treasure they expected, threw foith his bones with 
great derision; whereof some were aflerwajrds 
brought into England. — So that if we consider his 
many troubles in this life, and after hk dedthj we 
may well think> that, notwithstanding all hisgreat^ 
ness^ a very mean man would hardly be periiuad<* 
ed to change'his fortunes with him/' 



The clemency of this prince ( WiHiam the First) 
is highly spoken of by the foregoing Jiistorians^ 
who recordeth many instances of it, from which 
are selected the following : 

• « 

'^ Certainly there is no such goodness of na* 

ture as aptness to be reconciled, of which Virtue 

it seems King William had a lai^ proportion^ for 
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he wldotn nmeinliered jnjuries after wbmisrion. 
Edrick^ the first that rebelled against . him, he 
placed in an office near about him. Gospatrick^ 
who had been a &ctious man, and a plotter of 
conspiracies against him, he made Earl of Gloces- 
ter^ and trusted him with managing a war against 
Malcom, king of Scotland. Eustace, Earl of Bo- 
loigne^ who, in the king's absence in Normandy, 
attempted to seize upon Dover Castle, he received 
afterwards into great favour and respect. The 
Earia Marcher and Sy ward, with Wolnoth^ the 
brrthjsr of Iburold, a little before his death he re- 
leased omt of prison. Edgar, who, as next heir 
to the SajLon kings, had often attempted by arms 
to recover his right, he not only, after twice de- 
fectioDj pardoned, but gave him also dlowance as 
a prince ; it js said, twenty shillings a day, or ra; 
ther a pound we^ht of silver, and other hrg^ 
livings besides : so as Edgar, findiQg the sweet- 
ness of living in safety, and the pleasures of a 
country life, spent the rest of his days (which 
were mapy) retired from Court, neither envying 

* 

or lueing envyed«'' 



Rtmarkahle instance ofBraoery m a prwaie 

soldier in this re^n. 

'' It is memorable, that a private Norwegian 
sddier did^ at this time, by himself alone, upon a 
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bridge^ resist the whole aimy of the English, slew 
forty of them, tind maintained the place for divers 
hours together ; till one getting under the bridge, 
found means to thrust up a spear into his body, 
and thus killed htm/' 



An account of the lamentable Catastrophf which 
hefdlthe Children of King Hemy the FSnl— 
itfler which, it in rdated of him, that he neoer 
was seen to smSle or enjoy aty amusemefd. 

*' King Henry, returning into England after his 
c^inquest of Normandy, left all his own family 
with the lords and ladies, their companions and 
passengers, in all to the number of 180, to foHow 
him, and prosperoudy arriyed in England. 

'' Prince William (who, greatly advanced by bis 
finther, wanted but only the name of a king) com*- 
manded. another ship to be prepared for himsdf« 
his brethren, and sbters, with many other nobles 
and gallant courtiers, both of Eng^d and Nor* 
mandy, who, plying the mariners with pots and 
wine, (therein bddg instruments of their own ca* 
humty approaching), made them brag to outsail 
the king's ship, gone before ; aqd in the night, 
patting forth ftom land, with a meiry gale, made 
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way over the dancing waves as swift as an anow ; 
but (as if the heavens would have King Hoify's 
too great felicity and tempered vrith sence of 
courdy variety) in the midst of their jollity and 
singing, (alas ! they sang thdr last, and little 
thought on death), suddenly the ship dashed 
against a rock, not very far from the shore^ a.t 
which fearful disaster a hideous cry arose^ all of 
them shifting, (and yet through amazedness not 
knowing how to shift) to save themselves from the 
danger. Prince William got speedily into the 
cock-boat, and might well have escaped, had he 
not pitied his sister, the Ck)unte88 of Perche, who, 
crying unto him for belp^ when turning the boat 
to her aid, so many strained to get in, (every man 
in such a case esteeming his life as much as a 
prince) that with their weight it presently sunk; 
and of so princely a train not one escaped .to re* 
late the doleful tragedy, save only one sailor (who 
had been a butcher), who swam aU the night up- 
on the main mast, and got on shore in the morn- 
ing, with much danger of hia life. 

'^ This was the most unfortunate .shipwreck 
which ever happened in our seas, bpnging an in- 
conceivable heaviness to the king and the whole 
state ; for therein perished Prince William, Duke 
of Normandy, the joy of his father, and the hope 
of- the nation ; Richard, his base brojkher ; Jiis 
mter Maud, Countess .of Perche ; Richarct Jlari 
of Chester, with his wife Lady Iiucy, the king's 
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neice ; Otwdl» the. tnA*9 bmUmr^.tb^ yoiuig 
duke^fl gpTemcor; diverBof .the Jdog^s.fcliief.ofi- 
ficen ; and most 0I the Priiicw, vithGeoffreyt 
arch-deftcpn of Hereford ; and veiy maajr fitthenH 
of prime note aad esteem ; none of tbeif bodiee 
being founds though^ great s^urch was made Mi^r 
them." 

This accnmt isJromBoger Ifoteden. 



Tht RqjTOof which Hmiri/i the Fir»t novn^fram 
hia Choflain,jw hestammg the Omrch: Vftcan- 
cie$upaniUUerateperaons-^.D. 1U4. . Speed. 

*^ The war somewhat assuaged^ .Ki«^ Henry 
retamed into England^ wh^^e Jhe. people opn<* 
cciYed niocb grudge.at.bii^impmlablejt^tt and 
the dergy no leas lat jhis reservation, of church 
livings^ under prateaceof ke^ng.thepi for the 
worthiest; bat . how. unwpr^i^.he; Q^ptime- be- 
stowed then^ may be gathefed .from tbat pretty 
reproof of G«y aandHSj hta cbapbiPji wlio pi^Ying 
to see ignorant and unworthy mun (for 4ia mmt 
part) advanced to bishoprics and* Other d^nities— r 
wh6n> 01^ the Rogation Bay^. he celebrated' diyiii^ 
aartico; in die King's Chapel JRoyal^ b^Wgto4ei4 
that lessea eul ef 8aiiit Jw >ea. ^ It.iakiediiot on 
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the tarth <fanee yean and ax- iiioatti8/r-*4ie pur- 
posely wad it^—^it rained not, one^ one, one year 
and fiiFe one nHmflw : aB men either Jaughing, or 
wondering at his 'reading. Tiic king cheeked 
him for it^ and adced him the reason of it ; ' Manry 
(quoth Guynrnndus) it was to please yoor GxBce, 
as I see you bestow your preferments only on^ such 
as can. read in Aat manner/ 

** Which secret touch> the king well wsNgiring, 
did both presently prefer him to the govcnMuent 
of Saint FridesWi^es^ in the Unrrersity of OxiMd ; 
but was ever aflerwaids more careful in ail his 
other choices/' 



mm 



PdHicidaTB of apiUhed BdtUe between the kittgs 
of England and France. From the mofA, 
Matthew Paris, A. D. 1129. 

^^ A pitched field was fought betvrixt the kings 
of Eh^and and France/ whereof this is the 
amount: the French king having' <Mrder<id his 
army into two battallioUs^ in the former of them 
placed WiBiam^ the son of Duke Robert^ the bro- 
ther of King Henry of Enjglai^d; the other^ Lewis 
himself ledj consisting of his special and 
King Henry also disposed of fa 



181; BBAVriB OF 

into three battles; the first, consisting of his 
peers and men of Normandy ; in the second^ him- 
self^ kept among his own guard and daily attend- 
ants; and in .the third, he marshaled his sons with 
the main strength of the footmen. The armies 
thus ordered^ the troops on both sides gave assault, 
whereof the first battalion of the French broke 
through the ranks of the Norman noUes, oyer<% 
throwing their horsemen, and forcing them to 
scatter; in which violence they likewise broke 
into King Henry's battle, and put it much out of 
order ; but he taking courage and comforting.his 
men, began a most bloody and bold conflict, 
wherein himself was twice struck upon the head 
by William Crispin, County of Eurreux, (whom 
for his offences Henry had before banished) whose 
sword and strokes were so sure and so heavy^ 
that albeit the king's helmet was impenetrable, 
yet with fine force, was it beaten ^at to his bead, 
insomuch that the blood came forth in abundance; 
but Henry, finding himself wounded, gathered 
vnth his rage more strength, and struck the said 
County in such sort, that atone Uow he overthrew 
bo^h him and his horse, and took him prisoner, by 
which example his soldiers were led to fight like 

lions, and the French to betake themselves unto 

> 

flight In this battle died many thousands, and 
amongst them Baldwine, Earl of Fhnders." 
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Extract from an aneiml MS. retpeelmg the Elm* 
• peror (ku^iimd to Maud^ doHgkter ta Hemy) 
hecommg an Anchorite. 



" Whikt King Heniy about his own afGun ky 
in Normandy^ news was brought him that Henry, 
the Emperor, his son-in-kw, was dead; where- 
upon he presently sent for his daughter, the En- 
press, and with her he returned into EUig;ksd ; 
where, calling a pwUament, in the presence of 
himself and of Dwrid, King of Scoiknd, he caused 
his nobles^ and first, before all other, Stephen, his 
sister's son (who was the first to viokte k) to swear 
fealty to her, as to his kwful, and now only keuTj 
by whom they should again come to be goyemed 
by the ancient royal hlood of Engknd,.fimn which 
he shewed her to be descended ; which oafli was 
tlHs,. that they should, as u^uch as in them kf, 
after the king's death (if he died without hctr 
mafe) establish her queen of the monaicby of 
Great Brittain, now caUed E^ngkud. 

" Gyialdas and Higden, in conjunction with 
the ancient MS. affirm, that Henry, the Emperor, 
died not at this time (as was giYen forth), but that 
rmAer upon a remorse of conscience, for imprison- 
ing hisiiwn nalund fiither, Henry theThiild, ualo 
death; and also his spiritual father, the Pope, with 
his Cardinals ; repenting these outrages, he laid 
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aside his imperial robes, relinquished aU his royal 
^endour, and subjects' homage, and secredy fled 
into England, where at WestOneston he became 
a hermit, changing his name into Godscall, where 
he so lived, in all acts of humility and goKness^ the 
space of ten years ; when dying, he was buried in 
the cathedral church of Saint Waiborye the 
Yiigin. 

'* Upon which his sudden flight and missing, 
die Empress, Maud,* some say, was suspected to 
be guilty of his death, and ibr that cause, was kept 
eonlinuaUy in the Queen's Chamber, as a pri* 
soner; indeed it true, that she abode in the 
Chamber of the Queen, but it was not because 
she was suspected as the murderer of her hus- 
band, the Emperor, a. wiser and better reason 
thereof is given ; it was because that her father. 
King Henry, loved her ezceedinglyj as being now 
his sate heir; and whtrt shoold an Empress ra- 
ihet live, than mlh a Queen ? a daughter, than 
w&h her mother ? a fair k|ly, a widbw, and an heir 
of so gieal a lungdom, than where her person 
might be safest flmn dsnger, her maud from in- 
veigling, and hef carriage fioam suspicion ? but 
^e was a wbman generally well thought o^ and 
siftfomtt among the gceates^ princes of the em- 
piie, fqr her prudent and gracious bdliaviour to^ 
wafdBthe Bmpencir, her husband ; iuomucb, that 

•I r 

• John Stow. 
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they becttoie suitors unto her^ seddng by lA 
means io attain her to gorern tbeni, and to tliat 
end attended her to King Henry, in Normandy^ 
to solicit the same ; to whom in no wne be Trould 
gire his cotlsent^ meaning to make ber the suc- 
ciessor to his kingdom. 

'^ Milmsbury, who then livedo aocordetb to this^ 
who sayl^^ * she was very unwitting to have come 
out of those parts of the empire, where both her 
dowry and acquaintance ky ; and that the princes 
of those countries came more than once into Eng« 
kind^ to have her for their Empress '; • bat that the 
king woidd not part with the heir of his crown/ ** 



9SS 



The Dteam o/KingHemy the Firgl/mppoaed 4» 
presagiHgkb d^aUi,4imdtiiepT&digie6priesagmg 
kis hxi^r, die fotfartunaie Robet* the OnrUnMe, 
DAe of N&rmatufy/ A. l^. 1131 and U9i. 
From Roger fhveden. 

*' Were it not reported by some writers df very 
great note, I might here pass over some sad pre- 
saging dreams which sordy perplexed the king, 
and grieved his nrnid^ with many forebodings (as 
thte Monks interpreted them) which he had, being 
now ready to pass into Normandy. For to his 
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seeming, he saw a sort of rustick plougbmep, with 
tb^ir instruments of husbandry ; after them, sol- 
diers, with their weapons of war ; and lastly, the 
bisbc^ps, with their crosier stares^ all of them an- 
grily threatening him, and attempting his death : 
wherewith he was so amazed, that be, lei^ng out 
of his bed, called aloud for help ; but seeing it but 
a dream at the last, as a dream only be esteemed 
i^T-and passed over into Normandy, &c. &c. 

'^ And tben, again preparing for his last and 
fiUal passage into Normandy, took shipping upon 
the Nones of August, (the very day in which he 
first received the crown) when hai^>ened so won- 
derful an eclipse of the sun, that Malmsbuiy, the 
reporter, saith, himself then saw the stars then 
plainly in ihe firmament above the sun ; and that 
two days after, so great and fearful an earthquake 
hi^pened, that the house wherein himself (Malms- 
bury ) sat, was lifted up with a double remove : 
and others say, that rifies in the earth were made 
by it, and that out of them came burning flames, 
which arose a great height, and they were so 
fierce, that they could not be quenched ; which 
divers judged to be fiital presages and prognostics 
of the death of those princes, that shortly after 
ensued. 

^* For Robert the Curtoise, after twenty-six 
years imprisonment, and blindness through grief, 
conceived at the putting cm of a &ir new robe, 
(too little for the King, and therefore, in hindnecp. 
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sent to Dttke Robert to wear) but he, as disdain^ 
ing to be mocked with his broUier's cast clothes^ 
grew weary of his life/ and. cursing the lime of hie 
unfortunate nativity, refused henceforth to take 
any. suftenaiice^ and so pined hiHiself to death. 
His body was buried at Gloucester^ in the church 
of Saint Peter's^ and middle of the quire, :W^ere 
v.nto this day i^maineth i}is tomb^ with the carved 
iuifl^e of his features^ as the mbnumeiit of a mcfst 
uqfprtuBnle man / 

'^Aad not long. after King Henry, (his brother) 
in^.'NoriQandy^ coming scarce very. weU from l|unt- 
ing in the. Forest of Lions, and town^of St. D^nySj 
made his repast of a dish of lampreys^ (which 
meat he ever too well loved^ but which never 
agreed- with, him) ;whereup(Mi he fell more griev* 
ously sickj and the same still encreasing after seven 
day's sickness^ he died/' - / 



The unfortunate Duke Robert suffered during 
his long and xrruel imprisonment more distress 
than almost any other Royal Captive .on recordi 
MattheW/ of Westminster^ thus gives thecircum*- 
stances of his death and his previous captivity^ in 
these words : 

'^ Amongst the captives^ all great men^ was 
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Duke Robert himself^ whom the king brought 
over with him into England^ and committed him 
to the cafttle of Gardifie^ in Wales^ wherein he re- 
mained a prisoner till he died ; used^ for a time, 
he was (for outward appearance) with a reason* 
able liberty for recreation^ till attempting to make 
an escape^ it was thought fit to put out his eyes ; 
which^ though it encreased his misery, yet it 
shortened not his life^ for he lived from the tkne 
of his imprisonment twenty-eight years. And 
ihw the great Duke^ who in his birth wits the joy 
of nature^ in his life was the scorn of iimrtune ; but 
the chief touch of grief to his heart, and the 
closing of his .life was this. 

*f The king, his brother, sent him, according to 
his custom, a robe of scarlet ; and putting it first 
on himsdf, p^ceived the capouch to be some- 
what strait, whereupon he said, ^ cairy this gar- 
ment to my brother^ for his head is less than mine.' 
The messenger delivering the robe, Duke Robert 
demanded if any had worn it, and- being told that 
the king had first essayed it, and what speeches 
he had used, the Duke (in great distress) rejdied, 
I have now too long protracted a miseBable life, 
gince my brother is sp injurious. to me, that he 
sends me his old clothes to wear. Aad firom that 
time forward, would never eat any meat nor re- 
ceive any comfort" 
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An accurate account of the Death, and Funeral 
Preparations of Henry the Second — A.D. 1189. 

" He was not well at ease before ; but when 
the King of Prance sent him a list of all those that 
had conspired against hini, and be found the first 
man' in the list to be his son^ Prince Jdhn^ be 
then fdl suddenly into a fit of fiiinting^ that so 
encreased upon him, thfit within four days itfter 
he ended his life ; so strong a corrosive is grief of 
mind^ when it meets with a body weakened before 
by sickness. He died in Normandy, when he^had 
lived threescore and one year, and was buried at 
Pont Everard, in Prance; the manner of whose 
burial waj thus : He was clothed in his royal 
robes, his crown upon his head, white gloves upon 
his hands, boots of gold upon his legs, gilt spurs 
at his hfeels, a great rich ring upon his finger, his 
sceptre in his handj his sword by his side, and his 
face uncovered and blure. As he was tha^ car- 
ried to be bdried, his son Richard, in all haste ran 
to see hini; who nd sooner was come near the 
bodyC but suddehly, at his nostrils, he began 
bleeding afresh ; which, thotigh it were in Prince 
Richard no good sign of innocency, yet his break- 
ing presently into bitter tears, upon seeing it, was 
a good sign of repentance In him. It may not be 
unseasonable td speak in this pbce of a thing; in 

k2 



13S BEAUTIES OF 



- * 



which all writers seem to agree^ that in the fami- 
lies of the Earls of Anjou^ of whom this King 
Henry came^ there was once a princess, who was 
a g^rebt enchantress; who, being on a time en- 
forced to take the blessed Eucharist, she suddenly 
flew through the church window, and was never 
seen afterwards. From this woman these latter 
Earls of Anjou were descended, which perhaps 
made the patriarch Heraclius say of this King 
Henry's children, ' That from the Devil they 
came, and to the Devil they would — / But writers 
had perhaps been more complete and more cha- 
ritable without this remark." 

Hoveden. 



In no part of history are the vicissitudes of for- 
tune more amply exemplified, than during the 
civil wars, between the contending branches of 
York and Lancaster. The following events, and 
the moral reflection thereon, by Philip de Comine, 
in which Edward the Fourth had so narrow an 
escape from his enemies, is selected as a proof. 
—A. D. 1470. 

^' The Duke of Burgundy had sent King Ed- 
ward word of his danger, and of the very port 




ANCIBNT UISTOBY. 133 

where the Earl of Warwick (his mortal foe) de- 
signed to land^ and had persons .constantly about 
hiiQ^ on purpose to put him in mind of taking.care 
of hiqaself^ and putting his kingdom in a posture 
of defence. Blithe nevejr was concerned at any 
things but still followed his hunting i and nobody 
was so great with him as the Archbishop of York 
and the Marquess of Montacue^.both the Earl of 
Warwick's brothers, (who had sworn to be true 
to him^ againdt their brother and all.opposers 
whatsoever) and the poor deluded king put an en- 
tire confidence. in them. 

'* Upon the Earl of Warwick's landings great 
numbers came into him, and king Edward was 
much alarmed; then (when. too late) be began to 
look about him^ and sent to the Duke of Bui^ody 
.to desire that his fleet might be ready at sea^- to 
intercept the Earl of Warwick in his return. for 
France^, for at land he knew how to deal with 
him. The Duke of Burgundy was not. well 
pleased with these words^ for it was looked upon 
as a greater piece of policy to have hindered the 
Earl from .landings than to be forced to run the 
hazard of a battle afterwards, to drive him. out 
again. 

'' The Earl of Warwick had not been landed 
above five or six days^ before the whole country 
camejnto him/ and being encamped within three 
leagues of the king^ whose army was su][^rior to 
the Earl's^ (had they been all true to his interest) 
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and waited on purpose to give him battle. The 
king was possessed of a strong village^ or h6use^ 
to which (as he told me himself) there was no ac- 
cess^ bat by one bridge^ which proved of g'reat 
service to him ; the rest of his forces were quar- 
tered in the neighbouring villages. As he sat at 
dinner^ news vms brought him^ that the Marquess 
of Montacue^ the Earl of Warwick's brother^ and 
several other persons of quality^ were mounted on 
horseback, and caused their soldiers to cry '^ God 
Uess King Henry/' At first king Eklward would 
give no credit to it^ but dispatched other messen- 
gers to enquire, and in the mean time armed him- 
self^ and posted a battaDion of his guards at the 
bridge^ in case of any assault There was vrith 
him^ atthattime^ a very prudent gentleman^ called 
the Lord Hastings,* High Chamberlain of Eng- 
land^ in great authority with the king^ and he de- 
served it ; for though his own wife was the EkuJ 
of Wairwick's sister, he continued loyal to his king^ 
and was then in his service^ (as he told me after-* 
wards) witti a body of three thousand hocse. 
There was another likewise with him^ the Lord 
Rivers^t (brother to King Edward's queen) be- 
sides several other persons of quality, who b^;an 
to think that all was not well^ for the messengers 

* Beheaded in the Protectorship of Richard, Doke of Glo- 
cestsr. 
t Beheaded also in the PfotectonAip of Richard. 
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GOHftrmed what was told the king before^ and ttet 
the enemy was maffcbing bpldly <h1j with a d^ign 
to snrprize bim in bis quarters. 

'' It happened that King JBdward's quarters 
were no great distance from the sea, and a small 
sbip^ that foUowed with provision for bts ftrmy, lay 
at anchor with two Dutch vtinels, bard bjr« King 
Edward had but just time to get on board oqe of 
them — his chamberkin stayed a little behind, ad* 
vised his lieutenant and the rest of the oflicers te 
go in with the rest to the SSajrl of Wiarwic^k^ but 
conjured them to retain their old,affecUon and al* 
l€^iance to the king, and then be also w^nt on 
board the ships which were Just ready to set sail 
It is the custom in Engktnd, when a battle b won, 
to ^ve quarter, and no man is lulled, especially 
of the common soldiers, (for they know every body 
wiO ftvpnr the strot^^t.side) and it is but seldom 
that they are ransomed ; so tha^ when the king 
had made his eac^^, not one of his men was put 
to die sword. King Edward himsdf told me, 
that in all the battles whic^ be had gaine^, his 
vray was, *wben the victory was on his side, . to 
mount on horsebackt and cry out to save jthe com- 
mon soldiers, and put the gentry to the jiword, by 
which means none, or very few, isscaped. 

'^ And 4h«s King Edward made his escape ih 
the. year 1470, by the ajssistance of a sbmiII vessel 
of his own, and. two ^Diutch merchanimeli, beia^ 
<mly attended by Mven or eight hundred meii^ 

il4 
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witheut any cloafhsy but- wbat they were to have 
fought in^ no ndoliey in their pockets^ and not€>ne 
in twenty of them knew whether they were go- 
ing. It wafi very surprizing to see this poor king 
(for so he might justly be called) run away in this 
manner^ arid be pursued by his own subjects. ' He 
had indulged himself in ease and pleasures for 
twelve or thirteen year^ together] and enjc^yed a 
larger share of them than any prince in his time. 
His thoughts were wholly employed upon the*^ la- 
dies^, huntings and* dressing. In his suitahfer 
huntings his custom was to have tents set up for 
the ladies^ wh^re he treated them after a splendid 
and magnificent manner; and indeed his humour 
and person were as well turned for love intrigues 
as any prince I ever- saw * ill > my life^ * for he was 
young, and the most beautifol man of his time. ' I 
mean when he was in his- adversity--*for- after* 
wards he grew very corpulent. 
* ^' Btf t see now; how on k sudden he- is fellen 
into the^ calamities- of- the world. He - sailed' di*- 
rectly for Holland. * Atthat time the Basteriings 
were at war^ both 'with the English and French ; 
th^y haid many ships abroad^ and were dreaded 
by the English^ and upon good grounds/ for they 
were good soldiers; had done them mUch- preju- 
dice that yiear already, and had takeA several of 
their, ships. TheEasteriings, at a great distdrfce^ 
idescryed the ships that were with the king, and 
about seven or eight of them hegfin to give theni 
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chsLse ;' but being^'fiu^ before them, he gaitiedihe 
cokstof HoHand/or rather*sOTnething lo\rer; for 
he put mto Friesbnd^ where he came to an anchor^ 
and being low water/the kin^ could not get into 
tbe'harbdur/but rah himself as near the shore as 
he could. • The Ekusteriings came as near him as 
they could possibly make^ and dropt their anchors, 
intending to board him the next tide. 
' *' Misfortunes and dangers seldcmi go alone: 
the king^s success;, and his courage^ were now 
strangely altered^ and his affairs had taken a sur- 
prising turn. A fortnight before; that man would 
have' been looked upon as mad who should have 
told him — ' the Earl of Warwick shaH drive you 
out of Ehigland^ and in eleven * days have the ' su- 
preme power in his own* hands.' ' For it cost Mm 
no more time to conquer thetv hole kingdom.^ Be- 
side£(; he laughed at' the Duke of Burgund]^ 'for 
Squandering his money so extravagantiy^ iii the 
defence of the sea^ giving out thai he wished his 
adversary were landed in England. But - what 
excuse he^ could- make for- himselfj after sudi a 
loss^ and by his own fault, I cannot gness^ unless 
this— ^ that I did not think it possible.' And if a 
prince be arrived at years of discretion^ he ought 
to blush at such an excuse, for it will not serve 
his turn. So that this is a fisur example for siich 
princes as think it beneath them to be afi:aid^ or 
to have a watcbAdeye upon their enemies.; and 
are fond of such courtiers as flatter and indulge 
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them in their opinion^ tdl tbein they are the more 
valued and esteemed for it^ apd that it is a proof 
of their courag^e and resolution^ to deapise and 
laugh at danger. I know not what they may say 
to their faces — but I «n sore^ wise men account 
such expressions imprudent It is honourable to 
fear, where there is occasion^ and provide against 
it with all the security and caution imaginable. — 
A wise man in a prince's court is a great treasure^ 
and security to his master, if one has the Uberty 
to ^p^ak trutby and the other discretion enough to 
belie?e him and follow his advice. 

'^ Qy chance the Lord de la Grutusej* the Duke 
of Burgundy's Governor in Holland, was at that 
place, where, and when King Edward would 
land : who, by some persons put on shore, was 
immediately informed of his miserable condition, 
and the danger-he was in by reason of the Easter- 
lings* The Governor sent immediately to the 
Basteriings to charge them to be still, wept on 
boaijd 4he king's ship himself, and invited him on 
shore; whereupcMi the kiAg landed, wkh Ins 

^ Lewis de Bruges, Lord de la Gmtuse, Prince of Sten* 
huse, Great Chamberlam to the Duke of Burgundy, Gover- 
nor and UeutenantrGeneral of Holland, Zealand, and Friese- 
land, created Earl of ISVinchester in England, by Edward the 
fourth King of England ; in consideration of the signal ser- 
vice *he had done him in HoDand, irlien his Majesty was 
drrrea oat of England by the Eart of Warwick. 
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brother, the Duke of Glocester (who ivas gbIM 
afterwards King . Richard the Third)^ and dMiii^ 
fifteen hundred men in their train. 

*' The king had no money about him^ and wag 
forced to give the master of the ship, for his pas- 
sage^ a gown lined with martins^ and promised to 
do more whenever he had an opportunity. Biit 
sure so poor a company was never seen before ; 
yet the Lord de k Grutuse dealt very honoumUy 
by them : for he gave many of them clootbs^ and 
bore all their expences till they came to the H^gue^ 
to which place he safely conducted ttiem . Having 
waited upon King Eklward thither^ he dispatched 
the news of his arrival to the Duke gf Buigundy^ 
who was much surprized when he heard it, and 
would have been much better plepsed if it had 
been an account of his death ; fbr he was-in gfeat 
apprehension of the Eari of Wanock^ who .ymi 
his enemy^ and at that time eibsolute in Engfand. , 

'* The Earl^ upon the king"/) leaving.the ikiog- 
dom^ had jirodigious numbersof peopleflpek info 
him^ even the king's own party^ some far lo»^ 
find otheiB through f^ar^ subpnitted to^him wJbAUyj 
so that every d^y his army encreasedj .und lUfrt 
long after he m w^hed to London. A great wmm 
ber of persons, of the best rank^ who were in 
King Edward's interest, fled to the sancUwuries in 
thut city, and did him good service .alterynurds iw^ 
among whcnn was die queen, his ^fifepMho^ . in 
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gpreat'^vant of all things that were necessary^ was 
there brought to bed of a prince. 



«'♦ 



An' account of the disdain and horror xcitk which 
the King of France looked upon Richard the 
* Third after the Murder of his, Nephews. From 
' the same Author. 

' '*'Our King was presently informed of King 
Edward's death : but he still kept it secret^ and 
expressed no manner of joy upon hearing' the 
news of it Not long after^ he received letters 
from the Duke of Glocester^ who was made king, 
styling himself Richard the Third ; and had bar- 
barously murdered his two n^hews. This King 
Richard desired to live in the same friendship with 
our king that his brother had done^ and (I believe) 
would have his pension continued. But our king 
looked upon him as an inhuman and cruel person, 
and would neither answer his letters, nor give 
audience to his ambassadors ; for King Richard^ 

• " This was the eldest sod of Edward, born Nov. 4, 1470, 
known afterwards by the name and title of Edward the Fiftb, 
and jnuidered by the order of his nnde, King Rtcl^aitl the 
Third, in the Tower of London* 
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after his brother's deaths had sworn aUegiance ;to 
his nephew, as his king and soyereign^ and yet 
committed that inhuman act not long* after. And^ 
in full Parliament, caused two of his brother's 
daughter^ * (who were reinainiDg) to be declared 
iDegitimate, upon a pretence which he justified 
by Dr. Thomas Stillington, bishop of Bath, who, 
being formerly in great favour with King Edward; 
had incurred his displeasure, was cashiered, and 
imprisoned, and paid a good sum for his release- 
roent. 

*' This bishop affirmed, that the King Edward 
being: in love vnth a certain lady, which he named, 
and otherwise unable to obtain her^ had promised 
her marriage, and caused him to contract them ; 
upon which he enjoyed her, though his- promise 
was only to delude her. But such delusions are 
dangerous^ as the effects fre<)ueatly demonstrate. 
I have known many a courtier, who would. not 
have lost a fair lady for all the swearing in Christ- 
endom. ^ This malicious prdate smothered this 
revenge in his heart near twenty y^ars together, 
but it recoiled upon himself. For he had a son 
whom he was extremely fond of, and to whom 
King Richard designed to give a plentiful estate^ 
and to have married him to one of the young ladies 
whom he had declared illegitimate (who is now 

* There were at that timefiye of King Edward's Amg^ten 
aliye, viz.— Elizabeth, Cicely, Anne, Katherfafe, and Bridget 
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Queen of England^ and has t#o fine children}. — 
This young^ g^ndemiin beuig at sea^ by eommis^ 
wm from King Richard, was taken upon the coast 
of Nonriandy ; andi apoa a dispute between those 
that ' tooir fciBs; he wa9 -brought before the Par* 
Iianieaff of'Piuris^'put into the Petit Chasteller, 
and^uftred to be (here t31 he was starred to 
death; 

*' This lUng Ridiard himself reigped not long^ 
for God oh a sodden raised him up an enemy 
without power, without money^ and without right* 
(according to my inf<^miationX and without any 
reputation^ but what his person and deportmont 
cbntracted : for he hhd sofered much^ had been 
in distress all the days of his fife^ and particularly 
a9 prisoner in Bretf^e to Duke Franci?^ from 
the eighteenth year of his age, who treated him 
as kindly a* the neces^ty of his imprisonment 
would pefmit. The king bf Fratice having sup- 
plied hirii with some moneys and about 3000 Nor- 
mans^ the loosest and niMt profligate persons in 
aH thlit couhtify; 1M^ pAsbed into Wales, where his 



* ** If no other right is to be allowed bat whst we call 
h^edi^aiy, in the stitct meaoHig of it, 'tis oertaia Heuy the 
Serenth had noiie t mS^ he dtamcd imder his modier, who 
was- thai ftM^, "aifd «v6ti oiftHf ed4iiin» withoat ever reaoun- 
dog. And if we should look farther back into his descent, 
we should find it '8o/ir 'from being dear in his favour, that 
quite, ilkfc'ooatitlj wiUappoar to us from history." 
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father-in-law^ the Liord Stanley^ joined him with 
26^000 men at the least. In three or four days 
time he met the bloody King Richard^ fought him^ 
slew him in the field of battle^ crowned himself 
king of England^ and reigns at this present time. 
^* I have discoursed on this subject ahfeady^ but 
it is not improper to mention it again^'if only to 
shew, that God^ in our time^ hath taken Tengeance 
for such cruelties, immediately^ without delaying 
his j udgemen t. Several other princes^ besides, have 
met with the same reward of their viUanies, in our 
days, had we but leisure to enumerate them/* 



REMARKABLE EVENTS 

Which took place in England and Prance, A. Di 
1460. Such as Pro^igies^EixecuiionSj ^c. %c; 
Atso an Account of the Death and Funeral p^ 
(he Kir^ of France, Charles (he Seventh^ and 
of the succession of his sonf J^ms4he E^venth. 
— From the Scandalous Chrqmdsp ofr Sleet^ 
History of Lewis thf Seventh. 



*' About this time several poor indigent wretches 
that were guilty of thieving, sacrilege/ house- 
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breakings aod other enormous crimes, were made 
examples of^ and several were severely. puni8hed> 
at Paris; amongst whom some were only whipped 
at the cart's tail, and afterwards pardoned, as being 
their first offence ; and others who were old of- 
fenders, and had been often guilty of. crimes. of 
the like nature, were condemned to be hanged, 
and were executed accordingly. 

^^ Amongst whom also was a certain woman^ 
named Perrette Mauger, who was condemned to 
be. burnt alive, for haviAg committed several .rob- 
beries, and for harbouring and concealing many 
notorious thieves and housebreakers, who had 
committed divers robberies in and about Paris, 
and elsewhere. As also for having sold and dis- 
posed of the «a]d goods that were stolen by those 
thieves, and sharing with them the money which 
arose from the sale' thereof. For which crimes^ 
and several other beside^ she was condemned by 
the Mayor of Paris to be burnt alive at the stake 
b^MTe the gallows, and all her goods and chatties 
to be forfeited to the king. 

'' From which sentence she formally appealed 
to the Court of Parliament, upon account of which 
appeal her execution vraa deferred for some time ; 
but aftef the parliament had examined into her 
trials they confirmed the above-mentioned sen- 
tence ; and having declared that the said Perrette 
Mauger had no manner of grounds for her ap- 
peal^ ordered it immediately to be executed. Upon 
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which she declared herself, with child^ and pre- 
sently a jury of matrons were impanneled^ which 
delayed the execution a little longer. But the 
matrons and midwives^ upon a strict examination, 
declared the assertion to be groundless; upon 
which information, she wa^ immediately ordered 
to be burnt before the gallows, by Henry Ck>visin, 
hangman of Paris. 

*' At that same time there was a great, noise and 
discourse all over the kingdom of France, and 
other places^ of a young girl of about eighteen 
years of age, who lived in the city of Mans, and 
played several ridiculous pranks and follies ; such 
as foaming at the mouth, leaping into the air, 
screaming out aloud, putting her body into a thou- 
sand convulsive motions, and pretending ta be 
tormented by the Devil ; by which antic tricks, 
and several others^ too tedious to mention here> 
she imposed upon^ and cheated abundance of 
peopl^who came to see her. But at last she was 
discovered to be an idle hussey, and that she 
played all her deviUsh pranks, by the instigatk>n 
and countenance of some of the officers belonging 
to the Bishop of Mans, who maintained her for 
that purpose, and had so fieU* brought hei* to their 
becks, that she would do liny thing they bid her ; 
and they had trained her up from her infancy to 
play these praiiks. 

'^ About this period it al^o happened in C!ng- 
land, some time after the Earl of Warwick's seiz- 
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ing upon the person of King Henry, the Sixths 
that the Duke of Somerset^ the king's cousin, iq 
conjunction with several young noblemen, rela- 
tions and heirs to those who were slain at the 
taking of King Henry^ having got together a con- 
siderable body of men, took the field, and march- 
ed directly against the Duke of York, and found 
him encamped in the plains of St. Alban's,* where 
they gave him battle, and cut him and his whole 
army to pieces. In this battle the Duke of York 
vras skin himself^ and, when his body was found, 
they cut off his head, and by way of derision, be- 
cause he pretended to the crown of England, 
they fixed it upon the point of a lance, and put a 
crown of straw, in the form of a royal crown, up- 
on^t With him fell in the battle six and twenty 
barons, knights, esquires, and persons of note in 
the kingdom, besides a great number of common 
soldiers, amounting in all to above eight or nine 
thousand men." 

^ The battle was not foa^ht at St. Alban*8, bat at Wake- 
field, ID Yorkshire, on the 30th of December, 1460 — ^in which 
the Duke of York was killed, and, in derision, a crown of 
paper (not straw) wa$ pat upon his head ;*^8fter it was cut 
off, and presented to Queen Margaret, who not long after 
sent it, with the heads of other lords, to be fixed on poles 
over the gates of the city of York. The person who com^ 
mitted this ungenerous action was the Lord Clifford— >who 
afterwards, in eold blood, murdered the young Earl of Rut- 
land, the duke*s third son. 
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'' In. this year the rivers of Seine and Mame 
' were swoln so prodi^ouRly^ that> in one Mght's 
time; tke Mame rose, above^ six feet high about 
6f . Matif d^ Possey^ and did a :gjriMKt^Qtel of da- 
mag^e in several places ; but aiinoo^ (bfef reat^ the 
river cairie up so high in a village tailed Clay e^ in 
vrhith there was a palace belonging lb the bishop 
of Maux/ that it washed away all (be brick work 
of the front of it^ ^here there were two stately 
lowers^ newly erected, in which there were fine 
and large apartments; richly furnished; and adorn* 
ed with tapestry^ ptctur ^s^ &c. but the river swept 
away all/* &c. &c. 

'' About that time it also happened^ that the 
body of the church of Fescamp^ in Normandy^ 
was burnt down tjo the ground^ by a fiery exhala- 
tion that came from the sea^ towards the marshes 
of Cornwall^ and caught hold of the steeple of the 
said abbey], which was quite* consumed^ and all 
the bells melted dowri^ to the great loss and detri- 
ment of the abboti and bis whole fifaternity/' 

'' But it was very observable/ that on the 23d 
of July, 1461/ which was the next day after the 
king^ death (Charleir the Seventh of France), a 
hii^e btaii^ng star was seen in the sky^ about seven 
o'clock at night/ which cast such a glaring and 

L 2 



146 B£\UT1B8 OT 

resplendent light through the air, that all Paris 
seeoied to be in a flame ; but Heaven in its mercy 
has been still pleased to preserve that good city. 

'^ On Thursday the sixth of August, 1461, the 
body of the late king, Charles the Seventh, was 
brought from Meum, with great solemnity, to the 
church of Notre Dame in the Fields, without the 
gales of Paris ; and, the next day, the clei^, no* 
bility, officers, citizens, and abundance of the po^ 
pulace, repaired thither, and conducted it from 
thence to Paris, with a great deal of pomp, cere- 
mony, and respect, as is usual upon such occa- 
sions. The funeral procession was thus .regulat- 
ed : — Before the corpse was borne two hundred 
wax candles, of four pbunds each, adorned and 
painted with the arms of France, and carried by 
two hundred inferior persons, dressed in long 
mourning robes and black caps ; the body was 
borne in a litter, by the salt porters of Paris, which 
litter was lined and covered with a rich doth of 
gold, valued at one thousand.two hundred crowns 
of gold, and upon the top of it was placed the 
effigies of the late King Charles, dressed in his 
royal robes, with a crown on his head, holding in 
one hand a sceptre, and in the other a regal 
truncheon ; and in this state it was carried to the 
great church of Notre Dame, in Paris : all the 
bellmen of the city, cloathed also in black,* and 
bearing on each side of their gowns the arms of 
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France^ inarching before it^ and after them came 
those who bore the candles^ adorned and painted 
with the same arms^ before the litter. 

'^ After the htter came the Duke of Orleans^ 
and the Count d'Angouleme^ as chief mourners^ 
accompanied by the Counts d'Eu^ and Dunms^ 
M. John Jonvenelle des Yqisins^ Knight and 
Chancellor of France, and the Master of the 
Horse^ all clothed in deep mourning, ^d mounted 
on horseback ; next to them marched all the offi- 
cers to the household of the late king^ on fbot^ by 
two and two, dressed in deep, mourning also, and 
close to the litter rode six pages, in black, upon 
six fine black horses, covered all over with black 
velvet, which was a very <lismal and melancholy 
sight to behold. And there was such an univer** 
sal concern and lamentation for his death, that 
scarce a dry eye was left in the whole city. Nay, 
it is reported, that one of his pages took his mas* 
ter's death so much to heart, that for four whole 
days together he neither ate or drank any thing. 

" The next day (which was the ninth of Au- 
gust) the body was removed from the church of 
Notre Dame in Paris, about three in the after- 
noon, and carried with the above mentioned pomp 
and ceremony to St. Dennis, where it was depo« 
sited,, and where it now Ues." 

'' Towards the end of this month our mostgm- 
cious Sovereign, Lewis the Eleventh, was crown- 

L 3 
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ed king of France. And upon the last of this 
month (Aagnst) he set out in order to make his 
puhjic entry into Paris^ upon which the whole 
body of the nobility^ clergy^ and gentry^ came out 
to pay their homage to him^ and welcoine him to 
their city ; amongst whom were the bishop of 
Paris^ the whole University, the Court of Parlia- 
ment^ the Mayor of Paris^ all the Officers of the 
Exchequer^ and the Provost of Merchants, with 
the Aldermen, in their damask robes, lined with 
sables. And the Mayor and Aldermen, after they 
had saluted and paid their respects to the king, 
presented him with the keys of the ciCy gates, 
through which he was to make his entry ; < which 
he very graciously returned, and then the way 
was ordered to be cleared, and make room for 
others to approach his Majesty, and. make their 
compliments to him, of which number he made a 
great many knights on the spot. - 

'* As the king passed through the gates of St 
Dennis, be found near the church of St Andre an 

m 

herald mounted on horseback, itnd doAed in the 
city livery ; who presented him wiih €ve ladies, 
on the part of the city> richly dressed und nMmnt- 
ed on five fine horses, sumptuously accoutred, 
with rich furniture, on 'which were embroidered 
the city arms : and these five ladies were habited, 
after a sort of manner, representing (he five 
letters of Paris, and every one of them made a 
speech to the king, which was prepared for them 
beforehand. 
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" There was a very great appearance^ at the 
king's public entrance into Paris^ both of his own 
nobility^ ^nd of foreign prin^^es and noblemen^ 
amongst whom were the Dukes of. Orleans^ Bur- 
gundy^ Bourbon^ and Cleves; the Counts de 
Charolois, the duke of Burgundy's eldest son; 
the C!ounts de Angoulesme^ St. Paul^ and Dunois^ 
besides several Qther Earls^ Baron^^ Knights^ 
Captains^ and a great number of persons of note 
and distinction^ who, in honour of the day^ and to 
augment the splendour and magnificence of the 
triumphal entry^ had bestowed vast sums in rich 
and costly furniture^ with which their horses were 
caparisoned ; some of their housings were of the 
richest cloth of gold^ made after different fashions^ 
and lined vnth sables ; others were made of crim- 
son velvety lined with ermine, or with rich da- 
mask^ eml)roidered with gold and silver^ and hung 
round with great silver bells, which were of con*, 
siderable value; and^ upon the horses^ rode fine 
young pages, the very flower of youth and beauty^ 
ricjhly dressed, and wearing an embroidered scarf 
over their shoulders-, which hung down to the 
; crupper, and made a very, gallant and Aoble shew. 
] *' The Parisians, on this occasion, caused a very 
i fine ship to be cast in silver, which was borne 
! aloft on men's shoulders, and just as the king 
! made his entry through the gate of St. Dennis, it 
I was placed upon the draw-bridge near the said 
gate, to represent , the city arms. In it were 

L 4 



152 BEAUTIES OF 

placed three persons^ representing the three 
estates of the kingdom^ and in the Btern and 
in the poop sat two more^ personating Justice and 
Equity^ and out of the scuttle^ which was formed 
in the shape of the Flower-de-luce, issued a king, 
dressed in royal robes, and attended by two an- 
gels. A little further, at the Fountain dii Pon- 
ceau, there were wild men, that played the parts 
of Gladiators, and near them were three handsome 
wenches, nearly naked, representing mermaids, 
with lovely bosoms, a glorious sight ! sporting and 
singing gay enlivening airs, which were humour- 
ed and accompanied with the melodious harmony 
of soft music. And to comfort and refresh the 
people, there were several pipes in the said foun- 
tain, that ran milk, wine, and hippocras, of which 
every one drank what he pleased ; and a Uttle 
below the fountain, the Passion of our Saviour 
was represented as he was crucified between two 
Thieves. 

At a little distance from this crucifiz, th^re was 
posted a band of men, vichly dressed, - represent- 
ing hunters, that had just ran down a stag, whose 
death was accompanied with the melodious nojse 
of dogs and horns ; and in the Rue de Bonchirie, 
there were large scaffolds erected, in the form of 
the Bastile at Dieppe. And when the king was 
passed by them, the English who were within the 
Bastile were fiiriously attacked by the king's sol- 
diers, taken prisoners, and had all their throats 
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ctit Opposite to the gate of the GhaateDes there^ 
^was a fine appearance of persons of tjuality ; all 
the windows were hung wi& rich tapestry^ and 
ihe streets through which the king passed were 
crowded with a prodigious number of people. In 
this pompous manner he proceeded to the church 
of Notre Dame^ and having performed his devo- 
tions to the Blessed Virgin^ he returned to his 
Roja] Palace^ where he had a splendid and mag- 
nificent entertainment, and lay there that night ;. 
thus ended this memorable day/' 



Of Charles the Bold, Duke o/Burgun^, dam in 
a Battle bOween him and the Duke ofLorram, 
near Nancy. 

As a mysterious uncertainty concerning thefiatte 
of this Prince has been entertained by many his-^ 
torians^ in the same manner that it has been in 
respect to James the Fourth of Scotland, Don 
Sebastian, King of Pprtugal, and many other ce- 
lebrated heroes of antiquity, in consequence of 
their bodies not having been found on the fidd of 
battle amongst the slain, will most probably render 
the fbUovfihg detail of the death, and the findings 
the body of the Du]ie, with a description of the 
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particular markson hUperson, which distinguished 
him and proved his identity, interesting. The; 
were sufficiently forcible (it appears) to satisfy the 
doubts of the Lord of Argenton, who served so 
long under him, and knew him so perfecdy 
well. ^ 

A.a 14T6. . 

" The Duke of Burgundy having intelligence 
of the approach of the Duke of Lormin's army^ 
called a kind of council^ contrary to his custom^ 
for generally he followed his own will^ and con- 
sulted with none of his officers. It was the opinion 
of most of them, that his bfest way would be to re- 
tire to Pont-a-Mouson, that was not far off, and 
dispose his army in the towns about Nancy, affirm- 
ing, that a^ soop as the Germans had thrown in a. 
supply of ^men and provisions into Nancy> they 
would march off again, and the Duke of liQjccain 
being in great want of money, it would be a great 
while before he would be able to assemble such 
an army ag^in ;jtiid that their suppli^^.of provi-, 
sion were iiot sp great, but before half the winter 
vras over they .wpuld be ip the saipe streights as 
now, &c<,&c 

'' But (|od yfBB ppt sp n^ercif^l^ to him as to per* 
mit him to teko jthQ ivisie councj) whi(ch was offered 
him, or tQ disccfQ. IhcLYAst muU^tiide ojt enemies 
which on every side surrounded him. Therefore 
he chose the iivorat, followed the advice of rash 
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and inconsiderate counsellors^ land was resolved 
to try his fortune, and engage the enemy with his 
weak and shattered army^ notwithstanding the 
Duke of Lorrain's was numerous^ .and the ktngfis 
army not far off, &c. &c. * 

^' The German army miux:hed forward^ and 
with them a considerable body, of ovr French 
horse^ whcmi the king had given leave io be pre- 
sent at the action. Seveiml parties, lay Jn ambush 
not far off, that if the Duke of Burgundy waf 
routed^ they might surprize some persons of qua- 
lity^ or take some considerable^booty. By this^ 
eveiy one may see into what a deplorable condi- 
tion this poor Duke had broughthiraself to^ by his 
contempt of good* council. Both armies being 
joined, the Di|ke of Burgundy's forces having 
been twice leaten before, and by consequence 
weak and dispirited, and ill provided besides, were 
quickly broken and entirely defeated. Many 
saved themselves and got off, the rest were either 
taken, or killed ; and among them the Duke of 
Burguiidy^ himself was killed on the spot Not 
being in the Ijkattle myself, I will say nothing.of 
the manner, but I was told by ' some that they saw 
hun beat down among the crowd of those that 

* " The duke of Bittgandy received three woaads in tfair 
baule; one in the side of the head, with ahalbert, Aatclove 
hit skull in two; another with a pike, in the groin; and a 
third near the fitiidament**i-rA|inaI Bni^und. 
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fled ; but being prisoners themselves^ they were 
not in a condition to assist him ; vet, whilst they 
were in sights he was not killed^ but a great body 
of men coming that way afterward^ they killed and 
stripped him* in the throngs not knowing who he 
waa. This battle ^as fought upon the fifth of 
January, W76, upon Twelfth-Eve.'* 

^' The Buigundian army being thus repulsed 
and entirely defeated, so that the foot began to 
give ground and tun away, the horse presently 
followed them> and endeavoured to make their 
escape by the Bridge of Bridores, which was 
about a league firom Nancy. But the pass being 
secured by a good body of troops, and the Duke 
of Lorrain and his men following them dose at 

^ One Monsieur Clande of Bausmont, Captain of the 
Castle of Dier in Lomun, killed the duke of Burgundy.-^ 
For finding his army routed, he mounted a swift horse, and 
endeavouring to swim a little river, in order to make his 
escape, his horse fell with him and overset him. The duke 
cryed out for quarter to this gentleman who was pursuing 
him, but he being deaf, and not hearing him, immediately 
killed and stripped him, not knowing, who he was, and left 
him naked in the ditch, where his body was found the next 
day after the battle ; which the duke of Lorrain, to his eter- 
nal honour, buried with great pomp and magnificence, in St. 
George's Church, in the old town of Nancy, hiinself and all 
his nobility, in deep mourning, attending his corpse to the 
grave ; and some time afterwards a Latin epitaph was en- 
gTKived on his tomb. 
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the heels^ vast nninbei^ of them threw themselves, 
or were driyeji into the river> where they were 
ilrowned^ and the rest were either killed or taken^ 
very few^ or none^ making their escapes. So that 
there was a greater number killed on the rout; 
than on the field of battle. 

" Some of the Burgundians^ finding they could 
not get over the bridge^ retired to the woods^ in 
hopes of saving themselves ; but4hey were pursued 
thither by the peasants of the countiy^ who killed 
them as fiist as they could find them^ so that for 
four leagues rounds the fields and highways were 
strewed with the bodies of dead men. 

'' The pursuit lasted tilL two hours after night, 
and then the Duke of Lorrain began to enquire 
what was become of the Duke of Buigundy; whe» 
ther he had made his escape, pv was taken pri* 
soner, or was killed ? But nobody could give any 
account of him, and immediately the Duke of 
Lorraine dispatched a certain person to one John 
Dias, of the City of Metz, to know if be had passed 
through that place in his retreat. Who sent his 
highness word the next morning that he had not; 
that he was not at Luxembourg, neither could any 
body tell what was become of him. On Monday^ 
which was Twelfth-day, the Count di Campobasso 
met with a page^ who was taken prisoner, belongs 
ing to the Count de Chalon, who was with the 
Duke of Burgundy in the battle. This lad, upon 
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examination^ confessed that the Duke of Bur- 
gundy was dead^ as he saw him lulled ; and the 
next day^ upon dfligent seatdiing after him, they 
found him stri{q^ start naked, and the bodies of 
fourteen men nioire, in the same condition, at 
some distance from each other. 

^' The Duke was wounded in three places/ and 
his body was known and distinguished from the 
rest, by six particular marks ; the chidfiest of which 
was, th^ want of his upper teeth before, which 
were beaten out by a fall ; the second was a scar 
in bis throat, occasioned by a wound he received 
at the batde of Mont I'Hery ; the thirds was his 
grieat naib, which be always wore longer than 
any of his courtidns; the fourih, was another scar, 
upon his left shoulder; the fifth, was a fistula in 
his right groin; and the last was a remarkable 
na9, which grew upon his litde toe. And upon 
seraig all these kbove-meiitioned marks upon the 
body^ his physician, the Gentlemen of the Bed 
Chamber, the Bastard of Burgundy, Ml Oliver de 
k Marcfae, hisxhaplaiti', and several ottier oiBcers, 
that' wisi"^ takefn prisoners by the Duke of Lor- 
laiA, unttifitnburiy agreed that it was the body of 
their lord arid master, the Duke of Bui^undy/' 



•» <% 



' , 



ANCiKin vmoRr. 159 



Of two Military Men, of great note, in the time of 

King John. 

'^ In military matters tiiere were many famons 
men in the reig^ of King John : as^ IlDbert Fitz 
Roger, and Richard Mount Fitcher, and many 
others ; but chiefly two^ whose acts make them 
especially memorable. 

^' The one was Hubert Burge, whom King John 
had left Governor of Dover Castle ; of whom it is 
related^ that when the Prince, Lewis of France, 
came to take the town, and found it difficult to be 
taken by force, he sent to Hubert^ whose brother 
Thomas he had taken prisoner'a little before^ that 
unless he would surrender the castle^ he should 
presently see his brother Thomas be pUt to deaths 
with exquisite torments, before his eyes. But 
this threatening moved not Hubert 'tit all, who 
more regarded hi^ o^ loyalty, than his brother's 
life. Then Prince Lewis sent back again, offer- 
ing him a great sum of money, and many high 
honours, but neither did this move,' for he kept his 
loyalty as inexpugnaUe as his castle. 

^ The other was Robert Pitz Walter, of whom 
it is related, that King Jdhn, being with an arnf^ ' 

ft * " 

in France^ one of his knights, in ^eit bravery, 
would needs make a challenge to amy df the French 
camp, that dticAt iHfitoanter him in lingllA combat ; 
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when presently comes forth this Robert Fitz 
Walter^ and in the encounter threw horse and man 
down to the ground ; whereof^ when King John 
heard^ by God's tooth (said he) he were a king 
indeed, that had siich a champion ; whereupon^ 
.some that stood by, said to him^ he is, sir^ a servant 
of your own^ it is Robert Fitz Walter, whom you 
.have banished. Whereupon his sentence of ba- 
nishment was presently reversed, and the king 
received him (as he so well deserved to be) into 
especial fieivour/' 

Baker's Cknmide. 
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bUere^mg incidents in (Ae conduct of Lewis the 
Eleventh, of France; also of his superstition^ of 
his tyranrgf,folfy, and inconsistency. Extracted 
from the Menunr of PhUUp De Conumne, A. D. 
1482. 

'' The king returning to Tours, k^t himself so 
close shut up, that very few were admitted to see 
him) for he was grown jealous of all his courtiers, 
and afiraid they would either depose, or deprive 
him of some part of his regal authority* He re- 
moved fiom about him all his old £Eivourites, eqpe« 
cially if they had had any extraordinary fiuniliarity 



with him^ but he took nothing from them^ only 

commanded them to their postg^ or country seats. 

He did likewise many odd things, which made 

some believe his senses were a little impaired ; but 

they knew not his humour^ or the jealoasy to 

which aU princes are prone to^ so that it is no 

wonder if he entertained such jealousies and fear 

of his ^snbjects^ and fancied he was not bebved by 

them ; yet^ as he was fearful in this case^ so had 

he confidence likewise in several^ who had been 

broughf up and received their preferments under 

him ; of which he might have found many^ who 

would have died before they would have forsaken 

him in any thing. In the first place^ nobody vras 

admitted into Plessis Du Pare^ (which was the 

place where he kept himself) but his domestic 

servants^ and his archers, which were about fout 

hundred; some of which kept constant guard at 

the gate, whilst others vralked continually about, 

to prevent its being surprized. No lord, or per«>' 

son of quality, was permitted to lie in the castle, 

nor to enter with any of his retinue ; nor indeed 

did any of them come in, but the Lord Beaujene^ 

the present Duke of Bourbon, who was his Bon^ 

in-law. 

'^ Hound about the Castle of Plessis, he caused 
a laUice, or iron gate, to be set up, spikes of iron 
plaited in the walls, and a kind of crow's feet of 
the same, vnth several points, to be placed dong 
the ditch^ wherever there was a possibility tor any 
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person to enter ; besides which^ he caused four 
watch-houses to be made^ all of thick iron^ and fuU 
of holes, out of which they might shoot at their 
pleasure^ and which were very noble^ (and cost 
above twenty thousand franks) in which he placed 
forty of his cross bows^ who were to be upon the 
guard night and day^ with orders to let fly upon 
any man that offered to come near before the hour 
of opening the gate in the moruing. He also per- 
suaded himself^ that his subjects would be mighty 
of divesting him of his power^ and taking the ad- 
ministration of affairs upon themselves^ when they 
saw opportunity. He often changed the gentle- 
men of his bed chamber^ and all the rest of bis 
servants^ alledging^ that there was nothing so de- 
lightful to nature, as novelty ; and kept none about 
him for conversation, but one, or two, and those 
of inferior condition, and of no great reputation. 
'' But now, wishing to see some man renowned 
for devotion and sanctity of life, he sent into Ga- 
labria, for one Friar Robert, whom, for the holi- 
ness and purity of conversation, the king called 
the Holy Man ; and in honour to him, our present 
king erected a monastery at Plessis Du Pare. 
This hermit, at the age of twelve years, was put 
into a hole in a rock, where he lived forty-three 
years, and upwards, till the king sent for him^ by 
the Steward of his Household, in the company of 
the Prince of Taiante, son to the^king of Naples. 
B|^ this hermit would not stir without leave from 
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faiB faolitiesSy and from his king, which was great 
discretion in a man so inexperienced in the ways 
of the world as he was. He built tmo churches in 
the place where he lived ; he never eat fleshy fish^ 
eggs, milk, or any thing that was fat, since he un- 
dertook that austerity of life ; and truly I never 
saw any man living so holy, nor out of whose 
month the Holy Ghost did more manifestly speak; 
for he was illiterate, and no scholar, and only had 
his Italian tongue, with which he made himself so 
much admired. This hermit passed through Na- 
ples, where he was respected, and visited, (with 
as much pomp and ceremony as if he had been 
the Pope's legate) both by the ting of Naples and 
his diildren ; with whom he conversed, as if he 
had been all the days of his Jife a coartier. From 
Uience he went to Rome, where he was visited by 
the Cardinals, had audience three times of the 
Pope, and v?as every time alone with him for three 
orfbur hours, sitting always in a rich chair, placed 
on purpose for him, (which was great honour for 
a person of his private capacity) and answering so 
discreetly to every thing Aat was aaked him, that 
eveiy body ncas extremely astonished at it; and his 
Holiness granted him leave to erect a new order, 
called the Hermits of St. Francis. From Rome 
he came to our king, who paid him die same 
aderation as he would have done to the Pope him- 
•c^i fiUling down upon his knees before him, and 
begging him to heal his sickness, and proldng his 

m2 
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life ; he replied as a prudent man ought. I have 
heard him often in discourse with the king that 

r 

now is^ and that not above two months ago, and 
it seemed to me^ that whatever he said, or remon- 
strated, was done by inspiration) or else it were 
impossible for him to have spoken of some things 
that he discoursed of: he is still living, and may 
grow either better or worse, and therefore I will 
say no more. There were some of the courtiers 
who made a jest of the king's sending for the her- 
mit> and called him the Holy Man, by way of ban- 
ter ; but they knew not the thoughts of that wise 
king, nor had they seen what induced them to 
doit 

" Our king was still at Plessis with little com- 
pany but his archers, and the jealousies mentioned 
before, against which he most carefully provided^ 
for he left no person, of whom he had any suspi- 
cion,, either in town or country, but he sent his 
archers, not only to warn, but to conduct them 
away ; no business was communicated to him^ but 
what was of great importance and nearly concern- 
ed him. To look upon him, one would have 
thought him rather i^ dead man than a living one. 
He was grown so lean, it was scarce credible : his 
doaths were now richer and more magnificent 
than they had ever been before ; his gowns were 
all of crimson sattin, lined with rich martins' fws, 
of which he gave to several^ without being de- 
manded ; for no person durst ask him a &vour, or. 
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scarce speak to him of any thing. He inflicted 
very severe punishments^ for fear of losing his au- 
thority^ as he told roe himself. He removed offi- 
cers^ disbanded soldiers, retrenched pensions, or 
took them quite away ; so that^ as he told me^ not 
many days before his death, he had passed away 
his time in making and ruining of men. 

'' In these strange iancies, he caused many fine 
horses and mules to be bought, at any price what- 
ever : he had a mighty curiosity for dogs, and sent 
into foreign countries for them, (as well as for his 
horses), into Spain for one sort, into Bretagne for 
another, toValentia for a third ; and bought them 
dearer than the people asked. He sent into Sicily 
to buy a mule of a private officer of that country, 
and paid him double the value. At Naples he 
caused aD the horses and strange creatures to be 
bought up that could be found ; and, in Barbary, 
a sort of lions, no bigger than a fox, which he call- 
ed adits ; he sent into Sweden and Denmark for 
two sorts of beasts those countries afforded, one 
of them caUed an elk, of the shape of a stag, and 
die bigness of a buffalo, with short and thick 
horns; the other called rengiero, of the shape and 
colour of the fiftllbw deer, but their heads much 
larger, for each of which he gave the merchants 
4S00 Dutch florins. Yet when all these rarities 
were brought him, he never valued them, and 
many times would not so much as see the persons 
who brought them to his Ck>urt." 

M 3 
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F^irther partkidar», of the Death of Lewis the 
Eleo^ith, with masuf moral and just compari- 
sons between the sufferings of common indim- 
duals and Princes, §c. ^c. % PhUl^ de 
Commine, 148S. 

" I cannot forbear in tiiis place from niaking a 
cemparison between tbe evils and smrowa^ which 
this king brought upon others^ and that which he 
suffered in his own person : bat I hope his tpr- 
ments and sufferiugs here on earth have translated 
him into paradise, and will be a part of his pur- 
gatory. — And if, in respect to their greatness and 
duration^ his sufferings were inferior tO' what he 
had brought upon other people^ yet if yoa con- 
sider the grandeur and dignity of his offic^ and 
likewise that he had never before suffered any 
thing in his own person, but bad been obeyed by 
all people, as if all Europe had beep created for 
no other end but to serve and to be commanded 
by him, you will find tbe little which he did en- 
dure, was so contrary to his nature and custom, 
that he was as great a sufferer as any. His great 
hope and confidence was placed in the holy hennit 
' "^ re before spoken of, who came from Cala- 
and was as yet remaiaing in the Castle of 
lis ; — he sent continually to him, believing it 
in his power to prolong his life if he pleased. 
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*' Finding his thoughts were so intent upon thif 
hemiit^ it was the adyice of a certain grave di-^ 
yine^ and others who were about him^ that it 
should be declared to him^ that his condition was 
iespente, and that he did but flatter and dehide 
himself^ for that there wa? no hope left but in the 
mercy of God ; it was also agreed amongst them, 
that his physician. Doctor James Coctier, (in 
whom he had the greatest confidence)i should be 
present when this dechmtion waa made to him. 
This doctor received from him every month 
10,000 cm^uB, as if that would have lengthened 
his life. This resolution was taken by Monsieur 
Oliver; to the end that he should lay aside« all 
thoughts of hermiti or doctor, and a{^ly himself 
wholly to the Sjettlemedt of his conscience* As 
he had advahced tbia Monsieur CHivar, and others^ 
in an instant^ and against all reason, tq employ'* 
ments b^ond their capadtieif, so they took upon 
them impudently to open to him ail affair which 
had been more proper .foi* other peojde': nor did 
they observe that reverence and respect toward 
the king, which, in such a case, would have been 
deemed necessary by those whom higl whim \ktdj 
removed from his presence. But as he had sent 
a sharp message of death to two great persons, 
whom he had formerly beheaded (the Duke de 
I^amours and the Count de St. Paul)* by commis- 
sioners deputed on purpose, who, in plain terms^ 
told them their sentence^ appointed thein tion£es- 
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son, and acquainted tbem, that in a few honn 
they murt prepare to die — sowitit the same blunt- 
ness* and without the least circumstance of intro- 
duction, these imprudent people said to him :— 
'Sir, things are now come to that paM, .we must 
do otir duties ; do not place y»ur hopes any h)ng- 
er on this hermit, or any thing else, for you are 
a dead man. Tliiftk, therefore, upon your con- 
science, for that is the only remedy you have now 
left.' Every one added some short saying to the 
same purpose, lo all of which he answered — ' I 
bojpe God will assist me, for periu^w 1 em not so 
sick as you may imagine.' 

" What inexpressible sorrow was this to him 
to hear this news, this sentence of death ? Never 
man was more fearful of death, nor used more 
means to prevent it, than he did . He had all along 
commanded and requested his servants, and me, 
amongst the rest, that whenever we saw him in 
any danger of death, that we should not use any 
long stories, but admonish him at a distance, to 
confes* himself, without ever mentioning that 
cruel and shocking word Death — which he did 
not believe he should he able to hear with any 
tderable patience : however, he was forced to en- 
dure that, and many more things as tenible, &c. 
s still attended by his physician, 
octier (on whom he bestowed 
noun on his lamily beyond all 
s doctor used him so scarrily. 
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one would not have given such unbecoming hn- 
guage to one's servants ; for he had told him one 
day^ after a most audacious maimer^ ' I know that 
some time or other you will remove me from your 
Courty as you have doi^e all the rest : but be sure 
(and he confirmed it with an oath) your life shall 
not continue eight days after it.' With which 
expression he was so terrified^ that ever after he 
did nothing but flatter and present him with rich 
gifts^ which must needs be a great mortification to 
a prince who had been obeyed all along, by so 
many great and brave men^ so much above the 
doctor's quality. 

'^ The king had ordered several cruel prisons 
to be made> some of iron^ and some of wood^ l}ut 
covered with iron plates both within and without^ 
Vfith terrible cages^ about eight feet wide and 
seven feet high ; the first contriver of them was 
the Bishop of Verdun^ who was the first that haii* 
cded them^ being immediately put in oneofthem^ 
where he continued fourteen years. Many bit- 
ter curses he has since had for his invention^ and 
some from me^ having lain in one of them for 
eight months together. He also ordered heavy 
and terriUe fetters to be made in Germany^ and 
particuhriy a certain ring for the feet^ which was 
extreme hard: to be- opened^ and Eke an iron col- 
lar^ with a thick weighty chain^ and a great globe 
of iron at the end of it, most unreasonably heavy; 
which engines weie called^ the King's Nets ; in 
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which nets, howererj I have leen many worthy 
and deserving persons, and some who afterwards 
were promoted to very high, bonoun. 

" As in his time this barbarous variety of pri- 
sons was invented, so before be died be himself 
was in greater torment, and more terrific apfwe- 
hensions, than any of those he had imprisoned : 
which I look on as a great mircy towards him, 
and a part of his purgatory ; and I have mention- 
ed it here, to shew that there is no person, of what 
station or dignity whatever, but is puni^d at 
some time ax other, either public^ or privatdy, 
especially if he has been the cause of other pe<^'s 
suffering and misfortunes, &c. &c. 

" Having had occasion previously to relate in 
what manner he fortified and guarded bis Palace 
of Flessis les Tours, which he caused to be en- 
compassed with great bars of iron, in the form of 
a grate, and at the four comers of the house four 
watch towers of iron^ stfong, mas^, and thick to 
be buik, and every precaution used within the 
walls, as in a town iqnn the firontiefB that was 
closely besi^ed ; I may justly say, was it possible 
then to keep a prince (with any regard to lus qua* 
Kta\ >nn» utwiMio Mnflned thatt bo kept .hiuuelf ? 
: QUide for other peofde 
|uare, and be, though so 
but a small court of the 
eldffln made use of Umt, 
US in the gallery, out of 
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^hich he went into his chamber^ and from thence 
to mass^ but not through the court. Who then 
can deny that he was a sufferer as weH as his 
neighbours ? Considering his being locked up^ 
and guarded^ afraid of his own children and rela- 
tions^ and changing- every day those servants 
whom he bad brought up add advanced^ yet he 
durst not trust any of them^ but shut himself up^ 
in those strange chains and enclosures : the fearsj 
apprehension^ and sufferings of his mind, being a 
punishment greater tluin coold be eiqpressecL 

'' Afit^r all these ^ terrors^ sorrows^ and suspi- 
cions, God^ by a kind of miracle^ restored him 
both in body and mind^ as is his divine method in 
such kind of wonders. He took him at last out 
of the world in pserfeet ease^ understandings and 
memory^ and discoursing, without the least twinge 
or expression of pain^ to the very last moment of 
his life : and declared^ that he desired to die on a 
Saturday, of all the days in the week, and that he 
hoped our Lady would procure him that &vour.— 
And so it happened/ finr he died on Saturday the 
thirteenth of August, 1483. — ^And his soul, I bope^ 
is vrith God, and enjoys an everlasting rest in the 
kingdom of Paradise/' 



A moral dS^reanonjrom the same politic and ob- 
serving Author — Of the general^ fatal conse- 
quence aiiendant on the personal intervietss of 
£ut^ — And an account of an erUertmnment 
given Inf the King of France to King Edward - 
the Fomih and Ma soldiers, 1468. Reign of 
Lewis the Elevetdh of Frtmee. 

" It is the hi^est act of imprudence for two 
great princes to admit of an. interview, unless it 
be in their youth, when their minds are wholly 
tak^ Qp with entertainments of mirth and plea- 
sure ; but when they are come to years of emuh- 
tioUj their jealousies are apt to enerease upon 
erery slight occasion, and though their persons 
should be in no danger* (which is almost impossi- 

* ffittnry fiuniibei abundance of examples of treachery 

and peifidioiianeH that hare been pnctiied at tuch inter- 

Tiem. The first we meet with in the Roman history, is that 

of Jognrtha, who was taken by his &th£r-iD-law Boocfans, 

and delireied up to the Romans ; to which we may add Ser- 

t banquet by Perpeima. In England, 

nd'Vortigen is well known to all that 

istory. The Scottish Chrtmiole mea- 

I one William, Earl of Douglas, aad 

dlled at a treaty by King James of 

, one Albret, Earl of Fnmcoonia, was 

pofMents. John of Anjou was slain 

ul of Uainaalt and Flanders, not- 
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ble); yet their heart-bnroings and animosides will* 
certainly encrease. It were better therefore^ that 
they aecomniddated their differences by the me* 
diation. of wise and faithful ministers. However, 
I win give some examples of the like nature in my 
own time^ part of which 1 have seen myself, and 
the rest have been informed of, by very good 
hands. 

*\ Not many years after: the coronation of our 
king, there was an interview between the kings of 
France and Castile, princes of the nearest alliance 
in Christendom, for the kings are akin, their king- 
doms almost contiguous, and their subjects bound 
by oaths and execrations to preserve faith inviola- 

withstandiiig be gate him a passport, and engaged his hoiKmr 
as a security for his person. In France, John, Duke of Ba- 
g^ndy, was slain by Charles the Seyenth; William, Duke of 
Normandy, by Amalph, Earl of Flanders ; Lewis, King of 
France, taken prisoner by the Normans and Danes, at Roam 
JohD,'I>ake of Bretagne, taken prisoner at a banquet, and 
imprisoned by Margaret, Connless of Pontibera, Qoido, 
Earl of Flanders, twice taken {»isoner, notwithstanding the 
promise of safe conduct, by Phillip the Fair, King of Trance. 
Charles thci Simple, slain by the Earl of Vermandois. In 
short, it would be endless to reckon up all the villanous and 
barbarous murders that have been conmiitted in these fatal 
interriews between great and jealous prinoes, which are re- 
corded in historf, from the beginning of the world, and acted 
in it, m all placed ; but more particularly at such meetings 
where, the greattet confidence and reliance hare been placed 
in one party by the other, and by that means exposed to art- 
M and crael designs. 
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Ue. To this interview Henry, king of Castile, 
came to Fontarabia very splendidly attended ; and 
the king of France came to St. John de Luz, 
(about four leagues distance,) and each of them, 
vrere upon the very borders of their kingdoms ; 
tfiere was present also the Count dc Lodesme (that • 
king's faTourite)in great splendour, with hisguard, 
consisting of three hundred horse, all Moors, of 
Grenada, or n^roes. It is true indeed, that King 
Henry was a person of no great sense, for he had 
rither given away all his patrimony, or suffered it 
to be taken or embezzled by any body that had 
a mind to it. Our king was also well attended, 
and his guards made a glorious appearance* 
&c. &c. 

•• To continue our proposition, that the inter- 
view of great princes is not necessary, but rather 
dangerous, you must know, that these two kings 
bad never had any quarrel, neither was there the 
least^ifference between them, they never saw one 
another above once, and staid no longer together 
than the great master of St. James's, and the Arch- 
bishop of Toledo, thought good ; which, being 
obaened by the king of France, he desired their 
acquaintance, and they went to wait on him at 
St: Johndd Lnz. His majesty received them very 
tnd a mighty friendship and intelli- 
Htled with them and the king of 
immediately began to dislike the 
e, and the king of CaaGle bad but 
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litde value or esteem for him. The greatest part 
of their attendants were quartered at Bayonne^ 
amongst whom several quarrels immediately arose^ 
notwithstanding the alliance^ and the difference of 
their language. 

" The Count de Lodesme passed the river in a 
boat^ whose sail was of cloth of gold; he was him- 
self in a pair of buskins^ set thick with precious 
stones^ in which he went to wait on the king. 
Several jests and scoffs happened at this time be- 
tween these two nations ; the king of Castile's 
person was homely^ and his dress did not please 
the French^ who laughed at and derided both. 
Our king wore a short coat^ as ill made as was 
possible; sometimes he wore very coarse cloth^ 
' and particularly then^ his hat was old^ and differ- 
ing from every body else^ by an image of lead 
which he carried upon it. The Castilians laughed 
as heartily at his dress^ supposing it his covetous- 
ness. In shorty the Convention broke up and they 
parted^ but with such scorn and contempt^ on both 
sides, that the two kings never loved one another 
afterwards. 

*' Since thatliroe^ Charles^ Duke of Burgundy^ 
with great labour and solicitation^ obtained an in- 
terview with the Emperor Frederic, (who is stiO 
living) and expended vast sums of money to shew 
bis grandeur and magnificence. A meeting was 
at length agreed upon^ and after they had been 
sevend days together^ on a sudden the emperor 
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departed, without so mucb as taking hfs Yeavt, 
v^ich the Duke of Burgundy k>oked upon as a 
very great affront, and vras bo generally resented> 
that there was never afterwards any true love be- 
tween either themselves or their subjects. The 
duke's pompoas and lofty manner of speaking of- 
fended the Germans, and the emperor's meanness, 
both in his train and dreis, appeared as contempti- 
ble to the Bargundians, and so far was this acci- 
dent extended, that from it alone the wars of Nuty 
had their original. 

" I was also present at an interview at the town 
of St. Paul, in Artois, between the Duke of Bur- 
gundy and Edward, the fourth king of Engkod^ 
whose sister be had married, and besides they 
were brethren of the same order. They were 
but two days together, and yet in that smdl time, 
there was great differences between the princes' 
servants, and both parties recommending their 
quarrel to the duke, and he deciding it for the one, 
their hiUred encreased, and though the duke did 
some good offices to the king in his distress, yet, 
notwithstanding they never loved, nor spoke well 
bf each other, after this interview; 

" I was present likewise when the Count Pa- 
latine of the Rhine made a visit to tiie Duke of 
Brussels, where he staid several 
honourably received, nobly enters 
dged in an apartment richly fhr- 
luke'a servants upbraided the Get- 



ANCIENT, HISTORY. 'ITt 

inans for their dirtyness and inci?ility> in laying^ 
their clothes and their mired boots iipon>the'niag^r 
nificent and costly beds> and accusing^ them of 
want of neatness and consideration. The GeN 
jnans equally dissatisfied^ on the other side^ re^ 
proached them for their pomp and extravagance; 
80 that in effect, they never liked^ or did any gOQfi 
office for one another afterwards. 

*' I also was at the interview at Picgainy> (neap 
Amiens) between our king and Edward the Fourjlh^ 
king of England, in which I must say I observed 
that scarce any thing was performed that was pro- 
mised there^ the wholef business that was carried 
on vras hypocrisy and dissimulation ; and never 
was real friendship or good understanding between 
them afterwards. To. conclude^ if great princes 
have a desire tocontinueiriends^they ought never 
to meet, and the reasons are these; courtiers can* 
not forbear reflecting upon past actions^ and one 
or other will be sure, to taker exception, as it hap* 
pened at Venice, when Henry the Third, king of 
Fiance^ made his public entry inta that city, the 
French laughed at and ridiculed : the (Venetian 
dress, upon wbich they had like to have gone td- 
getber by the ears. Neither is it pos/ribk to hinder 
the toain and equipage of the cme, from being 
finer and more magnificent than the other; which: 
produces mockery, and nothing touches any per> 
son more sensibly, than to be laughed at. . The 
(Princes likewise, being of different nations/ their 

N 
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hngiKi^e and babft^-are atao very ditferent, and 
Ibat wliidi pleases ene^ wilt not please the otiier. 
Berideij It oftilfi happens; that amongst the Princeb 
^KiDMlres, the'pf«sence of one is nmre obliging 
andaccepttible, which gains him honour and re- 
putation, add* every body extols him ; which can- 
not be done without reflecting on the other, and 
causing endless jealousies, envy, and (sooner or 
later) a hteA revenge." 

" Our king: «eQt to the king of England [who 
was advanced within hidf a league of Amiien») 
-three hsndred cart loads of the best vrines in 
Prance, as:a pttesent, and I think the cartg made 
as'grtet an ^peaiance as' the whole' Elnglish army, 
(who, to speak' impartiBlly, were hut raw and unfit 
-for action in the -field, for they were in veiy ifl 
order, and observed no manner of discipUne). 
Upon (tie strength of tlje truce, several of the 
EngUsh came Into the town, where they behaved 
Ihemulvcv vefy linpredently, and without tbe least 
regard to tfatirprimse's honour; for they entraed 
Ae town all ajihed, and in great companies, so 
Hat if the isoff of Fiance could have dispensed 
trhh his obA, n^a was thiere so handsome an 
uttidg off a cbnaiderable nnmbef 
t lea^My'a design vras only to cn- 
ly, and to settle a firm and lasting 

Ofdered two' bige tables lo be 
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phbefl^on each side of the street^ it the entniilM 
M ifmiasfm gste« Mnck wiere eottered wilk a!va.« 
rie^ o^ice dishes of all sorts of feod^ most.pn^^ 
k> feelish Ihdr wine^ of which there was great 
plenftjr, 'and the richest that Fnnce could aibrd ; 
aadrabinsdBiice of the king's semnis^ in his rich 
Kvisrifi^ tO'vHwt und attend upon theiki; but not 
4 dMp^ wi^tter did the English caU fi>r.' Ateacb 
of the OMes th« king had phcedlive or six joHjr 
diiaiing bonpanioris^ persons of radk and odndi^ 
tanij to' entertain' those who hada mind to. lake m 
hearty glass;, assongst wh<Mto wese the Lord de 
Grsob^ the Lord de &igubec^/the Locd de 
BeesmeSj the Lord deVilliers^and several others. 
Those Ettglish DAiekwer* within sight of the 
gate^ Biiw the enterthiiMietitV^nd thwe were per^ 
sons appointed on purpose to lake their horses 1^ 
^ hiidles^ and lead them to the tahlesi where 
every s»an uno treated handsomely, as it came to^ 
his tdm^ to his very great sati«lhotkm« Whe» 
Aey had ohee entered the 4owv> whtoiev^er they 
w<|it^ or whatMer they od^d foTi HQlhing wosto 
be paid; tiley weve liberafly fiimished with afr 

s 

that they wBiited, 'and they had whatever <h^.liad 
a ihiAdta call ihr, without paying fiir it, itccoiding;) 
to the^kfilg of Fmnce's orders, who bow an;tfae^ 
eapeaM of tj^t entertuinment^ v^idilasibsd UoDee' 
ovri^dr-days; -.-.'. ^ .. '•.. :';' « -. - 
/^^•IMIer this the intervieV^ beCvfeeii 'the 'two> 
khigir> todk pki^e, when ebch i«^ore' tb> the (#uce; 

N 2 
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before oofidiided, when some were of opiaiaiii 
tbrt the Holy GhMt deKended upon *e Kng of 
Bogbiid;! tent, in the shape of » white pigeon. 
. " On the 29th of August, 1*76, the two king! 
appeared. The king of France came Srst, at- 
tended with about eight hundred men at arms : on 
(he king of England's side, his whole army wa» 
drawn up in order of balUe ; and though we cooM 
not discover their whole force, yet we saw such B 
nst number both of horse and foot, that the body 
of troopi that were with us, seemed very inconsir- 
derable in respect to them. ItwasgiTen-ent,th»« 
twelve men of a aide were to be with each of tbes 
khgs, at the barrier, during this interview, and 
that Ihey were already chosen out of the greatest 
and most intimate of their courts. With us, we 
bad four of the king of England's party, to view 
wliat was done amongst us, and they had as maoy 
of ours on their side, to have an eye over their 
actions. As i have said, our king came first to the 
gate of the barrier, attended by about twelve per- 
sona of the greatest quality in France, amongst 
which, John, Doke of Bouibon, and the cardinal, 
hii brother. It vras the king's iDyal pleasure, 
(according to an old and common custom that he 
L be dressed like him that day. 
Euid advanced along the cause*. 
Lttended, with the air and pre-- 
lere was in his train, his bfother, 
mce, Ihe End of NoilhuBber- 
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1»nd> bis chamberiain, called the Lord Hastioga, 
bis chancellor^ and other peers of his leahn; 
timongst them there were not above four dressed 
In doth of gold like himself: the king of England- 
"wore a black velvet cap upon his bead, with a 
•krge flenr-de-Iis made of precious stones upon it; 
be was a prince of a most noble and majestic pre- 
MDce> bis person proper and strait^ but a little 
inclining to fat; I had seen him beforei when the 
Earl of Warwick drove him out of his kingdrai, 
Iheu I thought him much handsomer than now ; 
for to the best of my remembrance^ (at that time) 
my eyes bad never beheld a mibre beautiful and 
commanding a person. When be came within a 
little distance of the rail, be pidled off hif cap^ and 
bowed himself within half a foot of the ground ; 
and' die king of France, who was then leaning 
over the barrier, received him with abundance of 
respect and reverence ; they embraced through 
the holes of the grate^ and the king of England, 
making him another low bow, the king of France 
saluted him thus :— • 

'^ ^Cousin, you are heartily welcome, there is 
no person living I was so ambitious of seeing^ and 
God be thanked, that this interview is upon so 
good an occasion/ . 

' ^' The king of England returned his compli- 
ments in very good French ; then the Cbancdkr 
of England made a long and eloquent harangue, 
wUdi, after he had finished, the instrument was 

nS 



producecl whitJh cbnUined the articles the ting' ^ 
^Francie had sent to the king of Bnglrad. )The 
chancellor tfien <lemanded of our king, wbether 
he had MDt the said articles, and Wbedier htf had 
agreed to them i The king replied, 'yfes;' and 
king E!dffard's being predaced oh our side, /he 
tnade the same answer. The missal -being brought 
and opened,* both the kings laid one pf liis.liands 
upon the book, and the <Aher iipoh the true «ros», 
and both of them swore, relig^sly, to ob^hre 
the contenu of the trace, irtiicbwaa, Aatitibouli 
stand firm and good for nine years toidplete ; tiiait 
the allies cu both sides sbonld be cohipr^ietBd«d ; 
and that the marriage betweeq their dnMrav 
should be consummated. AiUr the ttto ^kings 
had thus swom'to observe the treaty, Vnir'Mng 
(wbo bad always words at comiBand) told &e Ifibg 
of England, io a jocidor way, he should -be "ran 
gkd toi Kc his majesty at Paris ; arid that if be 
would come and drriart himself with the Imlies, be 
would assign him tbe-Gamlinal of Bourbda for bis 
confessor, who he knew would wilfingfjr' absolve 
him, if he should commitany sin, by^way bf k>ve 
lud gallantry. i 

" The Ung hi Gngknd was extremely pleaaad 

wiUi hisjaillery on this subject,4ind made bii mil- 

jM^ several handtome, atid very smart r^rtttes, 

r the'^cardinalwas'a' jolly conipahion. 

g&y discount; to this piirpose, obrKui'g', 

t'authDri^, cDifinlmaded us^.'nho'kv- 
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tended him^ to withdraw^ for he had a mind to have 
a little private discourse, with King Edward ; we 
obeyed^ and those who were with Jhe king of 
England^ seeing us retire^ did the same, without 
expecting to be commanded. Afler the two kin^ 
bad been alone together for sometime^ our master 
called me to him^ and asked the king of England 
if he knew me ? who replied^ ^ he did^ named the 
places where he had seen me^ and told the king 
that formerly I had endeavoured to serve him at 
Calais, when I was in the Duke of Burgundy's 
service/ By degrees the king came to mention 
the Duke of Bretagne, and demanded if he were 
to be comprehended in the treaty. The king of 
En^and desired he would not attempt any thing 
against the Duke of Bretagne^ for^ that in his dis- 
tress, he had never found so true and faithful a 
friend, and that he never would forsake the care 
of a confederate, who had maintained his faith so 
constantly. - And being further pressed, he gave 
this short but geperous answer; ' that if any Prince 
invaded the Duke of Bretagne's dominions, he 
would cross the seas once more in his defence/ 
^ The king then said no more, but recalling 
th<& company, took his leave of King Edward in 
the handsomest and most polite terms imaginable^ 
saluted all his attendants in a most particular man- 
ner, and both the kings at the same time retired 
from the barrier, and mounted on horseback ; the 
king of Fiapce returned to Amiens, and the king 

n4 
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of England to his army. Tbis king wat accom-^ 
raodated out of the king of France's court, with 
whatever he wanted^ to the very torches and 
candles. The Duke of Gloucester, king Edward's 
brother, was not present at this interriew, as beings 
averse to the treaty, but recollecting himself after- 
wards, the Duke of Gloucester waited on our 
master at Amiens, where he was splendidly enter- 
tained, and nobly presented, both with plate, and 
very fine horses. 

" In the king's return fh)m this interview, in 
our discourse by the way, he happened to &II 
upon two points, at which he was more than ordi- 
narily concerned ; one was, that the king of Eng-^ 
land was so ready, and so easy to be persuaded to 
come to Paris. Tbis his majesty was not at alt 
pleased with, and he told me, ' this king is a most 
beautiful prince, andagreat admirer of tfae ladies, 
and who knows but some of them may appear to 
him so vritty, so gay, so alluring, and charming, as 
may give hira a desire to make a second visit 
llis predecessors have been too often in Paris 
and Normandy already ; and I do not care for his 
company so near, though on the other side of the 
^ter I should be ready to value and esteem him 
as my brother and my friend.' 

" When King Lewis was arrived at Amiens, 
to supper, three or four of the 
ho had attended upon the king 
! iuterview, came to sup with his 
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'Majesty; and the Lord Howard, b^ng of th^ 
number^ he told the king in his ear^ that^ if he 
desired it^ it sbonld go bard bnt be would find a 
way to bring his master to him at Amiens; and 
to Paris too, to be merry, and enjoy themsdves 
together for some time. Though this proposition 
was not in the least agreeable to the king, yjet 
his majesty dissembled the matter pretty well^ and 
fell a* washing his hands, without giving a direct 
answer : but he whispered me in the ear, and 
told me * that what he suspected was at last come 
really to pass.^ After supper, they fi^U upon that 
subject again, but the king put it offj with the 
greatest gentleness and wisdom imaginable, prer 
tending his expedition against the Duke of Bnr-» 
gundy would require liis departure immediately. 
Though these aflairs were of very great impor- 
tance, and great prudence was used on both sides 
to manage them discreetly, yet there were some 
pleasant occurrences amongst them worthy to be 
recorded to posterity. Nor ought any man to 
wbnder (considering the great mischief which 
the English have brought upon this kingdom, and 
the freshness of their date) that the. king of 
France should be at so much labour and expence 
to send them home in a friendly manner, that he 
might make them his friends for the future, or at 
least divert them from beings enemies. 

''The next day a great number of English 
abaeio Amiens, some of whom reported that the 
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Holy Gbosthad nwide that peac^ and pnyphecies 
were produced to coofirm it ; but their greatest 
'ai^aent to support this (pinion was^ because, 
duriDg; the time of the interview, a white pigeon 

• cane and nt opon the king of England's tent, 
and could not be frightened, away by any noiac 
they could make. But some gave aaoth(^reuon» 
wUcfa seemed to be much better than this ridica- 

, lous one, and that was, that a sinajl shower of n^n 
haviqg' fidlen that day, and a w^Ue after ibfi suq 
sUning 0ut vefy &ir and wai^, the pom- pigetm, 
folding that tent higher than the rest, came thidier 
only to dry her feathers in the sun, without any 
respet^ to ^ kiiig cmT England whatever, or bod- 
ing hira either good ta evil." 



Eiitr0eta from, Matheto Pflris—Of the high a^ 
■ .'MoUs rem&itwn ^ ike W^bmm, under th^ 
rmgnofHemytheTluTd. 

" The Welsh, oppressed by Geo£Erey de l^pg. 

" n the marches), rose in arms ; 

I, to whom his &th«r had giveii 

e. r«in to himself, to curb them 

is fa^er. would ipare j|um nq 



tadney. : Th^ Prince; therefintt, bwntptred #«Rie 
tbouBfidt^ «r mwlai tffrliit unde Richiupd; «im}» 
witklliftQvnfriUMl them^i^vag^tfa 8bklier»: UtlAi 
0enMt bdnred llieiliseivefe lAMt vMnrtly even 
wh^ne; Iddng ^hoiit payment/ er paying with 
blows ; and it was the linmour of (heir y^wg 
niast^r ioiso, wiio btA atofe of miiitial mil stining 
ftre in hisliosoai. fFhe Wddi, tberefitHe/ WbnM 
Bdt; fi>rany:penaa8i6ns^ be dmwn to' lay ibwH 
weipoiis^ but hanng about ten thousand of their 
country horsemen^ and inany more on ^t; took t 
solemn oath-^' that'they would stand together for 
their liberties and ancient laws^ holding it better 
to die with honour than to live a wretched life in 
shame and servitude/ And; indeed^ ' they did 
great things under Prince Lewelyn ap Oriffitch^ 
by whose means they valiandy recovered all the 
inhBdl Cfltantry ^f tNerth Widesi. wiithothertilaQeii 
wi4 i* tine '%hf skit aboVe^ fcwo^ousand English- 
men, ^aa^Vlfoi^b^e Vest out« of thetfield.. They 
also spoiled the land, to the veiy gates of 

Caiteter.i ' ;/ • ' . ; t;:-'- 

f ^^^FhifftlieylMid the greater opportunity to do) 
for thai ^h'e Ifiig^ vdiOe he built kingdoms «in ' fh« 
dondsj^and ^liiriged himself into the abysses: off 
Bsuryi suffered som^ fe#^ his -son, \A brother; the 
Eari of Glooester, and^'lashalf toithers, with.thfBf 
fiumlies/. to ^trtuo^ H^t and reason. Hn0St^G;»^ 
9Xki, wi^^^'^is batredj to enrich (herasel^{es;,^hipi 
vm ^ineans^^a^y eonsuimog, and men>v fnii|d( 
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ntore and more alienated from litnt, as men ibai. 
despaired of redreu and justice. The Wekb, 
abo preAieting in their eoterprize, made Prince 
Edward retire in a battle, of which^ when he, com-p 
plaining to bis &ther, had no other comfort bat 
these words — 

^ ' What is aU this to me? (said the king) the 
land is thine, of my free gift ; put fordi thy hand, 
JD strength at firsts and get honour in thy youth, 
that from heaceforth thy enemies may stand Ja 
fearof tbee ; as fb^ me, think notef my assistance, 
lor 1 have somewhat else to do.' " 



JSbUrttctfrom the same AiOhor, the partieuiim of 
vSath he amf» he hadjrom the Kmgw Aamae^^ 
A. D. 1257. (Hemy the 7%mf< reigm.) 

" The greatest worldly foreign hcmoor that 

(since Constantine) ever fell upon any English 

sabject, was, nt this time, in regard both his birth 

and riches, derived and tendered to Richard, Eail 

of Cornwall, brother to the king, to whom vnu 

embassage out of Germany, 

ner, declared, that die Princes 

in Empire had elected faim 

seeching bim to accept of that 
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tiieir eoounon choice. In testimony whereof^ tbe 
Arcbbnhop of CoUeio^ High Chancellbr of the 
Empire, Prince. £kctor, and other great Lords 
of Alnmne, had sent their writings^ under seal, 
aflbnwDgi ^ that, never was any one, with so ge^ 
neval consent^ and universal good liking, elected 
to thfit {dace as he, his name carrying it deaiiy* 
without any contradiction amongst them/ 
. , *' Upon receipt of this most honourable invita- 
tion ukI offer, there was much debatement in the 
chaple^ where they sat upon the EarPs behalf^ 
whether he would accept thereof or no ; butj 
^hilst aU of them stood in doubt, the king puts in 
a deciding voice^ saying — ^ Least my brother be 
thought faint hearted^ my opinion and request is, 
thi^t he would not refuse to accept this high ho-* 
nouTi which God and man have tendered unto 
h^m«' . This speech made the squadron of the 
n^ptives to give way, and« at legist wise, to be- 
opipe neutcals^ till all olgections were answered^ 
as they vf ere aH of them made, by one or other^ 
including in their speeches to the Earl in this 
manner — ' That he should be warned, aqd with* 
all starred up to the service of God, in acceptance 
of. this highest phce, by the example of Robert 
Curthose, Duke of Normandy, eldest son of WiK 
liam the First, king of England, to whom the 
^kjpgdoBi fii Jemsal^mj for the intent to rule th^ 
irixeritance of Christ* vms offered ; which he re^ 
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fMRDgto-ftCce^, ttid arterwards feel tbegriewoo's 
- wnth of Giod) and n&fii had. ha^y daj^-after.' - 
" To tbeve, and Many othcn- reasons, the kin^, 
bis-half brother*, and' et^iiiElUy the btsbi^ elect 
of WIncheMtfFj encMiMg^ hint ; wkh dt|e TOio« 
affirming, that this honour would exdt the Bng^ 
lirii nante fArerer. 'The EaH, ther^ore, putUng 
on the man, with a fVee and cheerful voice, an- 
gwered — 'And I, relying' upon' the gdodoe^a'of 
Almighty Qod, though 1 am insufficient and un- 
worthy of BQch mighty honour, to avoid Uie note 
of feintness, do thankfidly accept this burden, 
fttough of high distinction, which Heaven (I hope) 
hath piit into my fiandL'-^And then, turning 
himself to the bishops who were present, amtmgst 
Whom Richard, Bishop of Bangor, (from wboae' 
mouth, as likewise fit>m the hing's, IVisthew Parti 
says he had tite infonnab'on) was one, he eon- 
dodfid and said — ' Let me, before t-d^iart out of 
(his chaple, die, and suddenly be burnt with tbi^ 
fire of Ifefl; if I do accept thereof either for am- 
bition or avarice, but only to restore the Empim 
(which God grant) to a b^ter estate, and to go- 
tem them; Who have wflUn^y ^cted me foi> 
iSkm Lord; in modest, jest, aitd hononraUe raan-^ 
ner.' 

[9 exhaled joyftil tsars from many 
Mi4 the embassadops retamed t* 
of tfiis aceeptaince { who^'-frMW 
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henceforth^ was Kin^ of the Romans ; that is. 

Emperor elect, which title is used till they receive 

1^ Oown Imperial— thou^h^ to all other pur* 

potes^ hef is Empenn% so that King of Romans 

seems to ailiswer to the title of Csssar, which^ un- 

d& the ancient Roman Emperors, wa»* given to 

the heir apparentof the empire, or coa^ators, Ac, 

'* Howsoever, sure it is that the new King of 

llcifBanB had oc<^on to spend the golden* ail, 

wMdi was so long in gathering, to maintain thu 

lightefthiK imperial lamp ; asid, wittoot^estiM^ 

he^iaiglit be Hbemt^for he was repute topoostos 

so aMdi tmAj coin, as wouM every' day^ fov ten 

yeaf^' aflbrd him an hundred marMs upofa. the 

main'itodi, witlMNttredLo*ing hib nastsaBd te? 

venues in Germany and the English dominions. 

Ilhe Cm waa soott aflar#aiids crdwtted king' of 

Atf'Abmanlr, at Aquisgrav^ by Cdnrade; areh^ 

Wilidp'of CblMn, wfA gfeat pomp and sok»m^y; 

Tife pblitie OerMattv knew, what they did in 

clhAing Ridiaitf their king/ for they saw a eioiid 

of gold and silver would dissolve itself in showoa 

aiAongst iheni on bis krrival ; said aD deetions of 

stivngfers turn to their profit, because none are 

ebosen that relys wboD/on the rents of the em- 

pire.*^ 
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Some partiadarB of the Death of TAonui8 a Bedut^ 
Archbishop of Canierbufy — Of the Coronation 

. of Prince Henry, eldeat son of Henry the Third 
---and other ifUeresting particulars. Prom Po^ 

. Udare VirgU, Speed, Sfc. ^c— A. D. 1168. 

(The controversial disputes between tliis king 
wd the archbishop are too well known to every 
reader to need any explanation here ; these ex- 
tiactfl are intended only to give an acconnt of the 
manner of his death, of some few of the miracles 
imputed to him> and of the arrogance and ingrati-' 
tude of Prince Henry to his unhappy &ther«) 

• 

. '^ After an these contentions with the tMibuIent 
and unruly Becked and all the dreadful threats 
and dealings of the Pope Alexander, it came into 
King Henry's mind, to sweeten these his . many 
car€& and griefs with some solace, and, to that 
e9d« U> crown his eldest son, young Henry, king; 
of England, now in his own life Ume; a counceU 
not more temerarious than unfortunate : but of 
vfhifih yet he did hope to reap this consolation-^ 
that it was done in contempt of Becket (whose of-, 
fice it was to have crowned the king), with some 
advantage also towards the perpetuation of the 
Avitall Customs, and that also without scruple of 
conscienccj his son receiving the crown without 
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Gbutimi to preserve the cbHrch's libertiies^ either 
by him pat in^ or others exacted. - Yea^ rather 
an oath minirtered^ and by the young king taking 
those Avitall Customs to the uttermost. 

^' The solemnity of this coronation was per^ 
formed^ at Henry the father's commandment, by 
Roger, Archbishop of York, (the ancient rival to 
the see of Canterbury), contrary to the Pc^'s 
express inhibition, the father himself King Henry^ 
being plresent thereat, though without any Ibrta* 
Date presage in coming, or cause of consolation 
in the action. For in his inauspicious passage 
out of Normandy, arriving not without very great 
peril at Portsmouth, the best and newest ship he 
had was sunk in the storms, and therein, besides 
Henry de Agnellis and his two sons, Gilbert de 
Sullemni, Master Ralph de Bealmnnt, the ' king's 
physiciao and favourite, with about fbur hundred 
men and women more, ware devoured of ! the 
working waves. And, at the feast^ the joyful , &- 
ther bimsdf carrying the first dish ; and the Arch-» 
bishop of York saying in {Measure to the young 
king^ * Rejoice, my &ir son^ for there is no Prince 
in the world with such a servitor attending at his 
table as you have.' The unnatural young maii 
answered-—' Why wonder you at that ? My father 
well knows his place, and that he doth nothing 
Uiat misbecomes him,, for so much as he isroyAOy 
born bpt of one side ; but oureelf are raydfy bom 
both by &ther and mother.' 

o 



IM BBAUTIES OF ' 

'. *^ Add hereunto^ Uia* this nolueky coromlkHi^ 
triamphs were celebfaited with, bonfires: kindled 
by ttie feries in Normandy, . which i Lewis^ the 
French king, invaded with fiteandsword, beoaufe 
his dmig^hter Margaret .was- QOtiBrmraed as well 
as the young king; her .husband. , But the &cber^ 
speeding into those ports^ quenched this fiame^ 
with a promise to recrown hisJBCHi^ and that then 
his daughter Margaret should . ^ honoured widi 
the like ceremonies. Thus the afflicted king's 
palledce was exercised on every hand, and worse 
things were feared. . . 

^^ So now at bst^ in the seventh year of Beckeifs 
banishRieHt> a nieeting was had at Seins^ whethct 
the two great kings of England and Fiance, the 
ah^hbishop of Sefaw and Uie bishq[) of Nevers 
being t<^ether^ the archbishop of Canterimry re- 
paired ; and by the interposition of the reverend 
prelates, and the tnror the king was in of the 
Pope's exc<xntDunioatioa^ the arohbisbop was 
again-restored to the king's favour^ and permitted 
to have fiill use of his metropolitan See^ and aQ 
die profits thereof, with the arrears. Which 
eonehision the king signifies to his son ip Eng- 
land, whether the archbishop returns, and lands 
nt Sandwich : itnd thus the controversy between 
the king and his archbidiop appeared 4o end. 

f But the archbishop had not been long in 
En^and befcHre he published the Pope's Jetters^ 
by which Roger> archbiriiop of York> and Hdgh> 
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biflhop of Duresme, were mspended from the use 
of their Episcopal fanctions, for crowning the 
young king, in prejudice to the see of Center* 
bury^ &c. &c. 

*' Whereupon a great complaint was carried 
into Normandy^ to the father king, by some of the 
bishops ; and, in the mean time^ die Archbishop 
Thomas, putting himself upon the way to visit 
the young kf Ag at Woodstoefce, in Osdbrdsbirei 
was commanded not to appnoaebr 

*' At the news of these late* censures, the fitther 
king was so sore displeased, that some words ^lip* 
ping "from htm unawares^ arguing his discontent^ 
it moved Hugh Morvill, William Tracey^ Hugh 
Britte, and Richard Pitzursey knights and cour« 
tiers, to post into. Englaildy and there in a ftii^ 
(without eitheih^arrant or privacy of their sove^ 
reign) io murder the archbishop, being* tbenabout 
ftnrty-eight years old (though th<e printed legend 
says fifty-three), in bis own^chui^h of Oanter^ 
bury* which sacred place and time, besides his 
higli calling, might have pleaded for pity, had not 
the men been wholly transported with barbarous 
rage. For, howsoever we ar*' farfrmn their fu- 
ries, who for his aeal to the Pope's sovereignty, 
have so mounted him to the top of martyr's gbry^ 
that not only thie basest part of bis sbtiA^ Was of 
pure gold, and his* old shb6 waA devoiftly kissed 
1)y all^he passengers, but al^ishantielessttna num- 
berless mtradie^ ace blThdly ascribed unto him, 

o 2 
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and his blood almost nmtcbedin virtue with our 
ever blessed Saviour's : — yet do we no less con-* 
demn their bloody and butcherly execution of him, 
without lawAil authority to bear them out, or ac- 
quit them from the guilt of blood. 

'^ The report of the tragical outrage on the 
archbishop, coming to the old king at Argenton; 
in Normandy, there was no kind of . sorrow into 
which (without respect to majesty or state) he fell 
not into, and not without cause,. as well knowiQi^ 
hctW; plentiful an hydra of mischiefs would arise 
out of it (upon opinion of his privacy to the fiict), 
tf not timely prevented, &c, Henry, .therefore, 
among the many perplexities which beset him, 
arising out of the archbishop's murder, saw. no 
way so ready, for the calming^his own perturba- 
tion, or the averting men's thoughts from the con« 
sideration of that scandalous tragedy, as to under- 
take some great and noble enterprize, which now 
offered itself very seasonably, by the reduction of 
Ireland, a very spacious and plentiful island, and 
lying most commodiously for the uses of England^ 
&c. &c. 

'' To shut up this long contentions^ we will an- 
nex the judgement of a learned monk of that 
time (Mathew Paris), who thus gives his opinion. 

'^ Indeed, though most men's custom is, in thoq^ 
whom they love and praise, to extol whatsoever 
they have done (an argument of their great af; 
fection, but small wisdom), yet, in plain trutl^ 
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those things which the venerable archbishop so 
acted, tiiat no profit at all thence could* ame^ biit 
the king's wmth only was kindled^ (whereby so 
many mischiefe afterwards arose), I do nol think 
it to be praiseworthy^ though they sprang from a 
laudable ztal ; as it was in the blessed Prince of 
the Apostles^ who^ attaining the top of- apostolic 
perfection^ taught the Gentiles^ by his example; 
to Judaize^ for which the doctors of the Gentiles 
declares that he deserves to be rq>rehended; 
though he did it with a praiseworthy and pious 
intent. The archbishop was hot in zeal of jus- 
tice^ but whether according to knowledge^ God 
khoweth^ for it is not for a man of my weak capa- 
city and quality rashly to judge of so great a man's 
actions ; but I think the blessed Pope Gregory 
would have dealt more mildly^ and winked at those 
things^ which might have been borne without any 
hazard to ,the Christian &ith« Therefore^ that 

ft 

which the veuQrable archbishop then did^ I nei* 
tber judge that it is to be commended^ neither 
presume I to condemn it : for good men are to be 
so loved. or lauded by us^ that we neither laud or 
love those acts wherein they shew ' themselves, to 
be but frail men ; but only in those things where- 
in^ without scruple^ we may and ought to' imitate 
them. And^ therefore^ they are \¥arily and wisely 
to be praised^ that God's prerogative may be re* 
served intire to Himself. 
*'Some other learned men there were^ who 

o 3 
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ined near to th^ tme, whose ensure was far 
ibarper than tint of the monka ; snch were some 
of those diTJnes of Paris, mentioned by GeesariDs 
the monk, who saith, ''the question was 'debtied 
to and fro amongst the doctors, in the University 
of Paris, whether Thomas a BecketwtfWdamiwd 
or saved; amongst whom Rogerius the; Norman 
avowed, that he deserved -death and damnation 
for his arrogancy and his contumacy against his 
king, the minister and anointed of God ; but Perras 
Ointor tdledged, ^at his miracles were the signs 
of his salvation,' &c. &C. 

" And indeed if all be true which one man bath 
written in five books, containing his two hundred 
and seventy miracles, we cannot but acknowledge 
him both the greatest saint, and the merriest too, 
that ever got into Heaven, eo ridicolous are many 
things recorded of him. As that of Alwardus^ 
who, for stealing of a great whetstone, being de> 
prived of his eyes, and otherwise nmtilafed, by 
sentence of law for saefa misdemeanors, on prayer 
to St. Thomas, of Canferlwiy, had all his mem- 
bers ag6in to him ; yea, even a bird having been 
taitiphf tn muwir'^ fifing oBt of b«r cagc, and ready 
)y a sparrow hawk, said only, 
lelp me,' and her enemy fcU prfri 
d she escaped, and (belike) re* 
de. 

p-eat power in this saint bow can 
we read, that even in htatife>tinie. 
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the Virgin Afary lienelf was contented to be fail 
sempttresflf, and sewed bis shirt with red dik. 
Many of such kind of follies (if that word be sharp 
enough) might be here inserted^ were not our 
present argument more serious; and these for- 
geries fit only for monks to indite^ children to read; 
and fbok only to believe. 



Curious particulars of the penance of Henry the 
Second^ for the murder of Thomas a Becket> from 
Roger Hoveden, corroborated by-many other aur 
eient authors; expressed in that simplfcity of 
style^ so mOch' to be admired in the writers of that 
.perMj &nd to preserve which^ and introduce to 
ri^ders of the present day^ is the principal inten- 
tion of this work* A. D. 1 174: • 

r 

** King Henry wonderfully stirred wil)i the evil 
report of cruel transactions- which were taking 
place in his absence^ in his realm of £n|^aBd^ in 
which all stood doubtful^ and in extreme p^ril^ to 
.the ^ncrpase whereof^ William^ king of Scotland^ 
being d^p in the.confederacy^ invaded England^ 
dividing his forces, himself with port wasting Nor- 
thumberlandj* ftnd Duncan^ a very cruel captain, 
with oOmrB, destroying the western border. The 

o 4 
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Idog therefiMe, wMi all speed, leaves Nonaaiuiy; 
in as good assarHnce as the time woddpenmt, and 
sends before him^ to his ships^ Elenor, bis own 
qaeen^ and Queen Margaret, his son's wife, his 
son John, the Earl of Leicester, and his conntess, 
with many other prisoners, and a mighty anny ; 
but the wind changing, and he compdKed to slay 
in harbour at Barbfleet, in Normandy, where he 
had taken shipping, he is said (God touching his 
heart) to have uttered these words, in the presence 
of all his people. 

'^ ' If my purpose in this voyage be for the peace 
of the deigy and my people, and if the King of 
Heaven will vouchsafe to quiet and calm these 
troubles at my arrival, then for his merdes' sake^ 
we beseech him to send us a prosperous wind ; bift 
if he be against it, and bath resolved to' visit the 
kingdom of England with tiie rod of his fury, let 
him grant me never to touch the Aore of that 
country more/ His prayers thus uttered fiom the 
depth of soul, was directly seconded by a fresh 
gale of wind, whereupon setting sail/ he arrived 
safe the same day, with all his navy at the port of 
Hampton, in England. 

' *' The next day he took his journey tovmtds 
CaAterbuiy, where (as it appear^) the residue of 
his penance, enjoined him at his absolution, vm 
to be performed. For, besides the fore-mentioned 
conditions, the l^ates enjoined him some other 
things secretly, which came not to our knowledge; 
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yea, tire legates themselves wrote in their own 
letters, that he then promised to do voluntarily (if 
ye list to befieve those legfrtes) some things, which 
was not fit for them to lay open in writing. . And 
wdl indeed might they be ashamed thereof; but 
if it 'Were so unfit to be written , bow landi more 
unfit was it to be imposed on such a .sovereign 
prince ? What it was, shall now appear. 

'' The king coming towards the church where 
the late Archbishc^ Thomas was buried, clad all 
in woollen, went three miles barefi)oted ; insomuch, 
tiiat the very ground whereon he went was bloody, 
as was evidently seen, much blood running from 
his tender feet, which were cut by the hard flint 
stones over which he passed. Neither was this 
the worst, for after all this, he received discipline 
at the hands of the bishops, of a great many priests, 
and of the monks, (Gervasius says) from abbots 
riso; whereby appears, that every several sort 
were to have a hand in that service. Matthew 
Paris can tell you more plainly what flie discipline 
was ; who saith, that he received the discipKne of 
rods on his bare flesh, receiving of every religious 
man (a great multitude of them being there ga- 
thered) three or five jerks a-piece ; hence we may 
easily believe, that Baronius and his author spoke 
.within compass, who acknowledge that he received 
eighfy lashes.. To such height was the papal ty- 
nuBny grown, and pride enereased, towaidp these 
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nviiie aowited/ 

''Yet some monks <of that age attiilNite Uie 
liappy .an4 gireat success which suddenly ensued^ 
to the v^conpilement which King Henry thus miMle 
with 6od»*f<E>ir the Uood of Thomas a Becket; be- 
4saii^ it pleased God to deliver his eoeniy> Wil- 
liam^ king of SqoUandj into the hsdkb of his soldiers 
aboMt t^t very time ; and did also with storms 
beat back into France his disobedient son, the 
young king« being now under sail for England^ 
stetteved the whole fleet, and almost sinking it 
with tempest'' 



:^^:the QmMimce ^J the CkiUren ^Hmry lAc 

/.. ,9ndMkfr uUereitmg inddmU. From Roger 
o Hmoedieih. 

c^'' Igwiij^ KingHency^ by the inst^tion^ of his 
fiitbery S0ii^t:by force U> coni^nuarhia bi^er^ 
^ttogiJPnuKe Richard to do homage to hii9 % 
jAqnttaine ; * aAd King-Henry^ for the samef fiauw> 
^mmanded Geoffirey/his third lon^. Ih^kt of Biir 
(nhomi sdme/or^hb MtmoiBdinfay/pec6diwit- 



Hess in 4hU wfvice tofrj^Kdtf bk feUier^ and maair 
fold aafii^e^^ Calto the CJbdld of Pcrditipii) to aid 
andaMtl hjs «aid elder brother ; whibt also the 
jealona fitther (oot of the strtfe of his sons) sought 
his own safiety, and in nourishing it^ had by Ihe 
treacheoy of 4te said ions» been twice endling<^red> 
and had at both tifibes been wonderfully presei^ed ; 
and while the young king^ by profound dissimula- 
tmnp/ plotted to hiiag both his &ther arhd brother 
Aichard into subjection^ behold the hand of €rOdi 
fay- taking away the young king^ atMastell; not 
fBit firom Limoges, where his fatheri lay at seige. 
gave an end to thb odious^ foul^ and intricate con* 
tention.^ 

'^ Fortius ifife was ofut off like a flower^ or a 
weateff^B thready and by his dyiogiwere the hopes 
df inany cvt off.: But whUfiOev^r his life wa% 
iiihieli>Qod thus shortened at the age of twe&fcy 
attricSghtyeafs^ ceitakily hb death wai not in* 
gioftow^ but n^offtii^ to be set outin tables at hq^, 
OS a- pattern to 'dis6b€(dient dukhren : for^ tus fii* 
ther refosing to jnut hm, (as fisariog for ^ own 
life) bttl jeuding.liitf xing».in;tdc^a of forg^venbesSj 
thendyik^ p&rin4e most hUmUy) and widi fioodfrof 
teard^ kikiisg tfaefavtet nta4e:a moiitrscHTOwfiil 
cbflfessictoiif *hi»8ins ;: tod feeHng 4eath appnwh^ 
wowldintoflialie iltayirn (as. an upwertby 'simrar) 
dut of Us Viwn bed^ andldid upon* anothtfrstimred 
wilfa ashes; wiieMiiiS:'«iiddepaif^ At nMJst per 
lAiteat manner fkoii' his body; wildly b^iogicer 
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kted to the fiither^ he fell upon the earth, weeping 
bitterly^ and like another David for his AlMolani^ 
mourned visry much. Oh ! how heinous a Aing^ 
it is, for sons to persecute a father ! For, neitlier 
the sword of the fighter, nor the hand of any 
enemy did avenge the fiUher's wrongs, but the 
hand of God, by a fever and a flux, with ezooria** 
tion of the bowels. 

'' And furthermore, the wrath of God still pur- 
suing these unnatural sons, for the revenge of 
disobedience, Geoffrey, son of King Heniy, was 
in a tournament, at Paris, trodden to death under 
the horses' feet. A miserable end, and a fearful. 

'^ Who would not now have thought that this 
stirring prince should have had opportunity to end 
his days in peace and glory ? But it was other^ 
wise ordained by God ; and ancient writers hold; 
that he was principally scourged for being drawn; 
by seeming reasons of state, to put oS an holy en- 
terprize, the occasion whereof was hud, as it were, 
at his foot. 'For Heraclius, Patriarch of Jerusa** 
lem, drawn with the super-eminent fi|me oi King 
Henry's wisdom, valour, riches, and puissance, 
tiavdled from thence into England, wheie at 
CHerkenwell, by London, in an assembly of the 
states, purjiosely called, the king made known to 
ihem, that Pope Lucius had, by earnest letters; 
commended the lamentable state of the Hdiy Landj 
and the Pbtiiarch Heradius, unto him ; that He* 
ladiua (thero present) had stirrod conpassion and 
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teuTB^ at the reheanal of the tiugical aflfictkHiB of 
the Eastern WorM^ and had brought with him 
(for memorable signs^ that the suit was by comiaon 
consent of the country) the keys of the pboes of 
Christ's nativity^ passion^ and resurrection ;. of 
David's Tower^ and of the Holy Sepuldnre; and 
the humUe offet of the kingdom of Jerusalem^ 
with the ensign or standard of the kingdom^ as 
duly belonging to him^ who was right heir to their 
inheritance ; to wit, the son of Geofliey, Eari. of 
Anjou, whose brother Fulke^ was king of Jeru- 
salem. 

''Nevertheless (the king having at lestwise 
formally adjured the Lord to advise him that which 
should be most for his soul's health) it was thought 
fit to aid the cause with money, but not to employ 
his person, nor the person of any child, he had, 
which was the patriarch^s last request; and there- 
upon (to the unspeakable grief of the said pa- 
triarch, and to the whole Christianity of the East) 
he refiised the said kingdom, and abandoned as 
noble an enterprize and occasion of immortal re- 
nown, as any king of England had ever been. <tf- 
fered ; but gave leave to all such as would, to take 
upon them the cross and serve. This Heradiiis, 
is he who dedicated the Temple Church, in Lon- 
don, as by an inscription over the churCh door; in 
the stone work, doth appear. 

'' Thus the sorrowful patriarch being dismissed, 
not forgetting (as some do write) to thunder 



againsi the Ui^ for almidofiiii^ tlie came, bfou^t 
Wiok inothing bat diacomfort and despair ; the 
western princes (by the Devil's malicioos arts) 
being: wrapped and knotted in mutual suspicions 
and;quatraia.indetannined) whereupon^ shortly 
after enaned^ with the Iobb of Jerusaleia^ tb« cap* 
tivity of Gttido^ long therec^ and of innuroeraUe 
Ghdsliaiis. besides^ whom Sultan Sahdin^^ Prkice 
of the Miisseloien, or Saracens^ to the grie^ and 
disg8ace.of aUtbe Oiristian worlds did vanquish/' 



Anecdoiesjram Roger Hoveden^ of Richard CoeuT' 
ddmm, vndof Prince John, his brother; and of 
the Death efRkhard the Firtt, wilk unaeemmt 
of the oMdemt. which canned U, 



*' Al an interview between Richard^ lung .of 
fingland^innd Phifip, king of France^ (the sower 
of strife/' ahhoogh he sought, peace) iShewed to 
King Rjehard a>de0d> in which Eari Jolnl^ :neiriy 
yiekkfaimseiniegeniaa^to King Pibilip^.againat his 
brother. . AiWondeirfid tUng that Ridiard sboiiM 
believe itj being perhaps bvt ai copy of that device 
or trick (if it were a devif^) which they oi>en had 
jointly put upon the said John^ in the end ofKing 
Ufenrvfs (Mbe. But ^Richard thereonon forthwith 



▲NCIBIIT UinORY. d07 

Aineised tbe^aif, Im brodier^ evwy irhere. But 
the ettri, haii ng seatehM and tearhed the cause of 
thh the kiii^9 sudden displeasure^ (whose love he 
had before redeemed by many foyal services) he 
sends two men of arms ktU} the flench dourt^ who 
should; on his behalfy in what sort wever; defend 
his honour and innocency, agaiiiift^ny of his ac^ 
cusers ; but there wag no man found in that court; 
neither king;, or any other person' whatever, who 
Would undertfeike the proof or maintenance tiiereol^ 
whereupon^ ever afterwards^ Richard held his 
brother more dear, and gave less credit to King 
Phflip'fiT words. 

*' But now ensued ' the &tal accident, which 
drew the black doud of death over this triumphal 
and bright shining^ star of chivalry; the unworthy 
occasion of which misadventure, makes itihe mon^ 
lamentable; which, notwithstanding;, for a docu- 
ment to the great ones, against the outrage of 
avarice and cnidty, Ck>d suffered thus to faDnpon 
him. Wittdomare, Viscount of Limoges; having 
found a great hoard of gold and niver, sent no 
small portion thereof to King .Richard; as chief 
lord ,' with which, not being contented, (as pre* 
tending that treasure trove was whoHy his, by vir- 
tue of his prerogative royal; or else, misliking 
that the viscount should make the partition) came 
with a power to a castle of the viscount's,* called 
Chahi^, where he strppbsed the richer weite 7 the 
garrisfon of whidh place offered to yield up the 
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game^ and all that was therein^ if only tfaeiriivei 
and limbs might be saved ; but he vroold not ae^ 
cept of any conditions^ bidding them defend them'* 
sdves as diey could^ for he would surely rater by 
the sword^ and hang them dl. It grieves me to 
think, that such a prince should so foig^ himsdf ; 
but, behold the severity of God's judgment upon 
him. An Arfaalaster (or Archibalista) standing 
upon the wall, and seeing his time, chaiged his 
steel bow with a square arrow, or quarreO, makings 
first his prayer to God, that he might direct that 
shot, and deliver the innocency of the besieged 
from the oppression of tyranny. Whereupon 
discharging it, as the king was taking a view of 
the castle, within the danger and distance of such 
an engine, and the king upon hearing the bow go 
ofi^ stooping with his head, was mortally wounded 
in the left shoulder; the anguish and peril whereof' 
vras extremely augmented by the butcheriy and 
unskilful hand of the surgeon, who, havings drawo 
out the wood, and not the envenomed iron, 
mangled the arm vrith cruel incisions, befi>re'he 
could prevail, the pain and irritation whereof, has* 
tened his end. 

^' Concerning the name of this tragical archerj 
there is so much variety, as that we would wil* 
lingly take that uncertainty for a warrant to silence 
it ; being loath to ennoble him with our pen, it 
being a thing worthily punishable with utter ob- 
livion, to have shed (though defensively, or but 
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attttaNy) the bkiod of such a king. But I bd^ive 
it for certain, that this man was caHed Bartram de 
Ourdonn^ and that certain Latin verses of Lucan, 
may be applied to him in commendation of his 
onappalled constancy, when he came before King 
Hichard, where thou mayest perh^w for satis&c- 
tion of thy mind with behoMing some rerenge, 
desire to know what became of the actor. After 
that, the castle, by continuat assaults, was taken ; 
and by theking's command, none left alive but he, 
as being reserved perhaps to some more shamefiil 
death. The king, upon a Christian magnanimity, 
foigave him the fact, which the party, without 
shew of dismay, did neither deny or excuse, but 
alledging the necessity of his case, and the justice 
of God's work in it; for that the king had shin his 
father, and his two brothers, with his own hand. 
Being hereupon set at liberty, and one hundred 
shillings sterling given him by the king, Markadey, 
CSaptain of the Mercenary Bowtes, after the king 
was dead, took him again, flead him alive, and 
then by hanging, ending his life." 



Stones' Church, in Staffordshire, was so called 
from thefoUowmg circumstance. From fVilUam 
ofMalmsbury. 

" King Vulf here, of Mer^a, remaining at his 
castle in Vlferchester, in Staffordshire, and under- 
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standing thnt Volfbld and Rafin^ Im twdi mem, 
under pretencis and colour of huntings usually re- 
sorted to reverenice Chad^ to be instructed in Ihe 
fruitful &itb of Jesus Christ, and had at his hands 
received the sacrament of Baptism^ at the per^ 
suasion of one Werehad^ suddenly followed ; and 
£nding them in the oratory of that holy man> in 
devout contemplations^ he slew them there with 
his own hands. Whose martyred bodies. Queen 
JSrmehhild> their mother, caused to be buried in a 
sepulchre ctf stone, and thereupon a fiiir church to 
be erected, which by reason of the many stones 
thither brought for that foundation, was ever after 
called Stones, and is now a market town in the 
same county. 

'' But King Vulf here repenting this his most 
inhuman murder, became himself a Christian, and 
destroyed all those tem^Jes wherein Heathen Gods 
had been worshipped, converting them all into 
Christian churches and rdigious monasteries^ 
And to redeem so heinous an offence, underwent 
the finishing of Medisham* his brother's founda- 
tion, enriching it largely with lands and pos- 
sessions. Notwithstanding, he is taxed with so- 
BQmy, for selling unto Wyna, the bishopric of 
London. He reigned over the Mercians the space 
of seventeen years, leaving this life in the year of 
our Lord, six hundred and seventy-four, leaving 

* Now Pelerboroiigb. 
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his body to be buried in the monastery of Peter- 
borough, which was of his brother's^ and his own 
foundation/' 



Instances of Cruelty, Treaehery, and Deceit, al- 
mast mq^aralldled in histofy, in the conduct of 
Sir WUliam Kingston, Provost Martial in the 
reign of Edward the IXxth. 

' '' It is memorable what sport Sir WiUiam King- 
ston, the Provost Martial, made, by virtue of his 
office, upon men in misery. One Boyer, Mayor 
of Bodwin, in Cornwall, had been amongst the 
rebels, not vnlling^y, but enforced: to him the 
Provost sent word he would come and dine vnth 
him, for whom the Mayor made great provision. 

^ A little before the dinner hour, the Provost 
took the Mayor aside, and whispered him iii his 
ear, that an execution must be done in the town 
that day, and therefore required to have a pair of 
gallows set up by then dinner should be done. 
The Mayor failed not of his charge. Presently 
after dinner the Provost, taking the Mayor by the 
hand, entreated him to lead him to the place 
where the gallows was, which, when he beheM,' 

p2 
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he asked the Mayor if he thought them to be 
strong enough. * Yes/ said the Mayor, ' doubt- 
less they are/ ' Well then/ said the Provost, 
' get you up speedily, for they are provided for 
you/ ' I hope,' answered the Mayor, ' you mean 
not as you say/ ' In fiiith,' answered the Pro- 
vost, ' there is no remedy, for you have been a 
busy rebel/ And so without respite or defence 
he. was hanged to death. A most uncourteous 
.part for a guest to offer his host. 

'' Near the same place dwelt a miller, who had 
been a busy actor in the rebellion ; who, fearing 
the approach of the Marshall, told a sturdy fellow, 
his servant, that he had occasion to go from home, 
and therefore bid him, that if any man came to 
inquire after the miller, he should not speak of 
him, but say that himself was the miller, and had 
been so for three years before. So the Provost 
came, and called for the miller ; when out comes 
the servant, and saith he was the man. The 
Provost demanded, how long he had kept that 
mill ? ' These three years/ answered the servant. 
Then the Provost commanded his men to lay hold 
on him, and hang him on the next tree. At this 
the fellow cryed out, that he was not tiie miller, 
but the miller's man. ' Nay, Sir,' said the Pro- 
vost, ' I will take you at your word ; if thou beest 
the miller, thou art a busy knave ; if thou beest 
not the miller, thou art a fidse lying knave ; and 
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howsoever it may be^ thou canst never do thy 
master better service than to hang for him.'-* 
And so, without more ado^ he was dispatched/' 

Sir Riehard Baker's Chranick. 



Circumstances like these^ of arbitrary and wick- 
ed proceedings^ it is conceived^ would make the 
most discontented happy and satisfied with the 
present mode of government^ where the mean and 
obscure have an equal claim to the protection of 
the laws^ and as equitable trial by their peers/ that 
the most exalted can claim, for the preserviation 
of life^ property, or reputation. 



Fatal effects of Ambition and Envy eocempU/ied 
Ify the following example. (Edward the SixUCs 
reign.) Prom Speed. 

^' But in England an unfortunate accident hap< 
pened about this time, which, beginning upon a 
very slight occasion, produced afterwards very 
heavy effects ; whereof, though there were many 
concurrent circumstances, yet the original caiise 
was the pride of woman, upon a point indeed 
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wherein the nature of women are commonly most 
tender, precedency of place. The Lord Protec- 
tor had married Ann Stanhope^ a woman of a 
haughty stomach ; and the Lord Admiral^ his bro- 
ther^ the Queen Dowager^ a lady of great mild- 
ness. The nearness of the husbands gave occa- 
sion of the ladies often meeting, where the Duch- 
ess would inwardly murmur^ why she^ being the 
wife of the elder brother^ and the better man> 
should give place to her^ who was the wife of the 
younger brother^ and the meaner man, 

" This envy of her's towards the Queen^ bred 
a malice in her towards the Admiral^ as thinking 
the mischief she did the husband would be pert 
of her revenge upon the vnfe. And though the 
Queen shortly after died in child-bed^ yet the ma- 
lice of the Duchess still h'ved against the AdmiraL 
(so hard a thing it is for malice once settled in a 
woman's heart to be removed). Out of this ma- 
lice towards the Admiral^ she puts divers surmises 
into her husband's (the Protector's) head against 
his brother^ as though he went about to procure 
his deaths to the end Ihat'he might aspire to the 
place he held^ but certainly as misliking his go* 
vernment^ being a protestant^ who was himself a 
papist In this case, causes of jealousy against 
the Admiral were obvious enough^ for it was 
known^ that^ in King Henry's time, he had armed 
at the marriage of the Lady Elizabeth^ King 
Henry's second dauj^hter^ and now lus wife the 
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Qiieen Dowager being dead (and not without 8os« 
picion of poison)^ he fell upon that marriage afresh 
which could not but be thought to tend to some 
very high aspiring end. The Protector^ a plain 
man^ and one that had not the deepest insight in- 
sight into practices ; whether too importunately 
provoked by his wife^ or whether out of an honest 
mind^ not willing to patronize faults^ even though 
in a brother, gave way to accusations brought 
against him^ so as, in a Parliament then holden, 
he was accused for attempting to get into his cus- 
tody the person of the king, and government of 
the realm ; for endeavouring to marry the Lady 
EHizabeth, the kiiiig's sister, and for persuading 
the king, in his tender years, to take upon him 
the rule and ordering of himself. Upon which 
points (though perhaps proved, yet not suflkiently 
against him, who was never called to his answer) 
he was by act of Parliament condemned, and, 
within a few days after condemnation, a warrant 
was sent, under the hand of his own brother the 
Protector, to cut off his head. . Wherein (as it * 
afterwards proved) he did as much as if he had 
laid his own head down upon the block : for whtlsl 
these brothers lived, and held together, they were 
as a strong fortress one to the other ; the Admi* 
lal's courage supporting the Protector's authority, 
and the Protector^s authority maintaining the Ad- 
miHEd's stoutness ; but the Admiral once gone, the 
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Pioteelor'i authority^ as wanting «uppoit^ b^an 
to totter^ and fell at butt to utter ruin." 



One of the artides of Accusation brought agaimt 
the same Lord Protector, very soon e^ter the 
death of his brother the Admiral. 

'' One thing the Protector had done^ which, 
though a private act, yet gave a public distate and 
tause of accusation against him. 

'* To make him a mansion-house in the Strand 
(the same which is now called Somerset-house), 
he pulled down a church, and two bishops' houses; 
by the Strand Bridge, in digging the foundation 
whereof, the bones of many who had been there 
buried were cast out, and carried into the fields : 
and because the stones of these houses, and the 
church, sufficed not for bis work, the steeple, and 
most part of the church of St. John at Jerusaleiki, 
near Smithfield, wds mined and overthrown with 
powder, and the stones applied to this stately and 
spadous building ; — and more than this, the cfey- 
ster of Paul's, on the north side of the church, in 
a place called Pardon Church-yard, and the dance 
of death very curiously wrought about the doyster, 
and a chapel that stood in the midst of the church- 
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yard; also the charnel-house that stood on the 
south side of Paul's (now a carpenter's yard), with 
the chapel timber and monuments therein, were 
beaten down ; the bones of the dead carried into 
Finsbury Fields ; and the stones converted into 
this building. 

" This act of the Protector's did alieniate the 
imnds of the peo]^ from him in a very g^eat de- 
gree ; — and^ among others^ g^ve cause for his 
enemies to triumph over him at last" 



The mHabUity of human greatness^ or thefaoour 
' tf Kings exhibited in the Fall and Death of 
Cardinal WoUqf. 

'' King Henry the Eighth finding about this 
time that Cardinal Wokey was become a riib in 
the way of his divorce from Queen Katherine^ 
whom he rather had expected to have expedited 
his proceedings, began to think it necessary to re- 
move him^ and to take him off from that greatneiis 
wMch had made him so presuming. And indeed 
he iiftide short work with him^ for soon after he 
sent the Dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk to him for 
the great seal/ which he would not deliver them^ 
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tin they broaght a wanrnnt froDi under Ihe king's 
own hand^ ftc. Ac 

*^ Wobey« now jremored from his GhanceDor^ 
ship^ was^ in tke Pkuiiament then holden^ charged 
with points of treason : but that chaige was so 
dearly taken off, by his servant Thqmas Crom- 
well^ who was then of the house^ that the Gardinal 
was acquitted^ to the great commendation of Ciobbi^ 
wdl^ both for abilities in himsdf^ and fiuuthfiihiefls 
to his master. 

'' After this^ the King being informed that all 
those things which the Gardinal had done by his 
ponrer Legantinej were within the case Premu- 
nire — ^he caused his attorney^ Christopher Hales^ 
to sue out a Premunire against him ; and there- 
HpoB the two Dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk were 
sent unto him^ to let him know the King^s plea- 
sure was, he should go to Asher^ a house near to 
Hampton Courts bebnging to his bishoprick of 
Winchester^ and there to reside. Whereupon 
he having first delivered up all his moveables 4o 
the King's use (the greatest store and the ridieflt 
that was ever known of any suliyect), went pre* 
sratly to Putney by vrater^ and from fliehce rode 
to Asher^ where he and his family continued ibr 
three or four wedcs^ without either bed^ sheets, 
table<loths^ or dishes to eat their meat in^ «r mo* 
Bey wherewith to buy any^ but what he was forced 
to bonow oi the Bidiop of Gadide. After thift 
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im matter for the Pi^munire being called into the 
King's Bendi^ his two attorneys confessed the 
action^ and thereupon had judgment to forfeit 
all his lands and goods^ and to be ont of the king^s 
protection : but the King, of his clemency, sent 
him a sufficient protection, and left him the bishop* 
ricks of York and Winchester, with plate and staff 
sufficient and convenient for his dignity^ Ac. Ac. 
'' At this time, the Cardinal still lying at Asher, 
and his adversaries doubting lest lying so near the 
King he might one time or other get access to the 
king's presence, and come again into fovour, they 
used means to have sent him further off, and. there*^ 
upon the king appmnted him to go to his diooess 
of York, and not to come southward, without 
special licence. Whereupon, in Lent, he made 
great preparations for bis journey, and having iq 
his train to the number of an hundred and three 
score persons, by easy journeys came to Petw« 
borough, and there kept his Easter ; the week af- 
ter he went to Stamford, then to Newaifc, and so 
to Sootbwdl, where he continued .most part 4i 
that summer ; and then rode to Scroby, wherefae 
stayed tffl Michaelmas, and tiien came to Qeiwood 
Gbstie, within seven miles of York, wherelieliept 
a plentiful house for aH comers ; and repaired ihe 
CSastle, being greatly in decay, h»ringdbove three 
hundred artifica[« in daily wages. At last he-da* 
termtned to be installed at York, tihe neit Mon* 
day after An-Hallow's day, against which time 
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great prepeiation was made, and the Gardioal 
sent to the king to lend him the mitre and paH 
which he used to wear at any great solemnity. — 
At which presumption the king marvdled not a 
little^ saying to those who were about him^ ' What 
a thiiig is this^ that pride should thus reign in a 
man that is quite under foot ? * 

'^ But before the day of instalment came, he 
was arrested in this manner ; Sir Waker Walsh^ 
one of the King's Privy Chamber^ was sent down 
to the Eail of Northumberland, with whom he 
was joined in commission to arrest the Cardinal ; 
whereupon they go together to Gawood, where 
the Cardinal lay, and being entered into the house, 
it was told the cardinal that the Eaii of Northum- 
berland was come, and in the hall; ' then,' quoth 
the Cardinal, ' I am sorry we have dined, for I 
doubt our officers are not provided of any good 
cheer/ With that he went and brought the Earl 
up, wdcoming him iti a complimentary manner^ 
as if they had come but only to visit him ; but, 
being come into the chamber, the Earl, vnth a 
soft voice, laying his hand on the Cardinal's arm, 
said, ' My lord, I arrest you of high treason ;' the 
Cardinal, somewhat astounded, asked to see his 
commissH>n, which the Eari denying to diew; 
' then,' saith the Cardinal, * I will not obey the 
anest;' at that instant Master Walsh came iii, and 
kneeling down to the Cardinal, he asked him, if 
he were joined in the commissioB virith the Eari; 
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Who answered, that he was ; ' Welii then/ said 
the Cardinal^ ' I troth, you are one of the King's 
Privy Chamber ; your name is Wakh ; I am con- 
tent to yield to you^ but not to my Lord of Nor- 
thumberland, unless I see his commission: the 
meanest of the King's Privy Chamber is suflBcient 
to arrest the gpreatest Peer of the Realm, by the 
king's commandment, without any commission/ 
, '' Then the Eari took the Cardinal's keys from 
him, and put him in custody of his gentlemen : 
some few days after he was conveyed from Ca- 
wood to Pomfret, and after to Sheffield Park, 
where he had kind entertainment, and staid with 
tjbie Earl of Shrewsbury and his kdy, eighteen 
days ; till at last, setting one day at dinner, his co- 
lour vras observed to change; and being asked, 
how he did ; ' Not well," saith he, " I have some- 
thing suddenly at my stomach, as cold as a whet- 
stone, which I know is vrind; I desire to have 
something from the apothecaries' to remove it; 
which was brought, and the Earl seeing the same 
taken, but whetfier it were that he too^it.in too 
great a quantity, or that there was some foul phy 
used, he soon after was found to be extremely ill, 
notwithstanding which, he the next day rode to 
Nottingham, and the day after to Leicester Abbey, 
being so sick by the way, that he was ready to fall 
off his mule ; coming to the abbey gates, the abbo^ 
with all the convent, met him; to whom he said, 
* Father Abbot, I am come hither to. lay my bones 
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wnong yon ;' and th^n was led into his chamber, 
and went to bed ; where, growing sicker and 
siiier, the next morning Master Kingston^ lieu- 
tenant of the Tower, who had been sent to bring 
him np^ coming to him, and asking him how he 
did ; '^ I do bat tarry' he said, ' the pleasure of God, 
to render my poor soul up into his hands ; for this 
is my case, I have a flux, with a continual fever ; 
the nature whereof is, that if there be no amend- 
ment within eight days, either excoriation of the 
entrails will ensu^ or frenzy, or else present 
death, and as I suppose, this ia the eighth day/ 

'' ' Sir,' said Master Kingston, ' you are afraid 
of that you have no cause; for I assure you "the 
king commanded me to say unto you, that you 
should be of good cheer, for that he beareth you 
as much good will as ever he did/ 

'' 'No, no. Master Kingston,' said the Cardinal, 
'I see how it is framed; but if I had served God 
as diligently as I fcave done the king, he would not 
have given me over in my grey hairs ; but it is a 
just reward for my study to do him service, not 
n^^arding the service of God to do him pleasure/ 

^ And having so said, his speech failed, and in- 
continent the dodk struck eight, and then he gave 
ug the ghost, which made some about him remem- 
ber how he had said before, that at eight of the 
ck>ck they should lose their master. Being dead, 
be was buried in the abbey of Leicester. 

This man held at once the bishoprics of York, 
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Winchester, and Durham ; the dignities of Lcnrd 
CSardinal Legate, and ChanceUor of England^ the 
abbey of Saint Albans, divers priories, and sundry 
great benefices in commendam : he had also in his 
hands, as it were in farm, the bishoprics of Bath, 
Worcester, and Hereford, which, having been 
given by Henry the Seventh to strangers, that 
lived out of the realm, they suffered Wolsey to 
enjoy them, receiving from him a pension only. 
The retinue of this prelate is scarce credible ; a 
thousand persons daily of his household, of whom 
many knights and some lords, all of which great' 
ness, as it came by the king's fiivour, so by thef 
vrithdrawing of this favour was it overthrown : so 
true is that saying of Solomon's ; ' The king^s fa- 
vour is as dew upon the grass, but his wrath is as 
the roaring of the lion, and as the messenger of 
death/ '' Aider's Ckromde. 



The ^xny of La^ Jane Grey^Mny I A.D. 
1554. CoBe^edfram various authorities. Ah 
chard Grafton — Master Fox— Acts and Monu- 
ments. Speed, ^. 4rc. 

An account of the unfinrtunate Lady Jane Grey, 
affecting and interesting in the highest degree ; 
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and even more^ from the simplicity. and acomicy 
with which these ancient historians relate the dis- 
tressing oocnrrences of former ages^ is here intro- 
duced; together with theorations of Qneen Mary 
— anecdotes of Queen Elizabeth, (whilst princess 
and prisoner^ during the bloody and bigoted reign 
of her sister) and several other cdebrated dm- 
racters. 

''The next that fdt the calamities of those 
times, were the Lady Jane Grey, and the Lord 
Guilford Dudley, her husband; both innocent 
persons in that which their fiUhers had done. She 
doubtless was a kdy of most admirable gifts, both 
in learning, religion, and human knowledge, as 
by her conference with Fecknam, letters to an 
iqpostata, exhortations to her sister, and prayers 
by her made, in a most feeling manner, do evi- 
dently appear ; and that she was compelled to con- 
sent to the things done, is manifest by a letter sent 
to her frther a little before her death, wherein, 
after a dutiful and holy exhortation unto patience, 
she useth this speech. 

'' ' My dear &ther, if I may, without c^ence; 
rejoice in my own mishaps, methinks in this I may 
account myself blessed, that washing my hands 
with the innocence of my facts, my guiltless blood 
may ciy before the Lord, mercy, mercy, to the 
innocent. And yet, though I must acknowledge 
being constrained, and as you wot well enough, , 
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continually assailed in takings upon me, I seemed 
to consent, and therein offended the queen and 
her laws ; yet do I assuredly trust, that this mine 
offence towards God is much the less, in that 
being in so royal an estate as I was^ mine en- 
forced honour never agreed with mine innocent 
heart/ 

'' Yet must the law-for so great an offence take 
place ; for trial whereof^ this late titled queen, and 
now miserable lady, was brought into Guildhall 
where she with the Lord Guil^rd Dudley, were 
arraigned and condemned, and so again returned 
to the Tower : for whom great lamentations were 
made, particularly for the good Lady Jane, who^ 
state the queen herself so pitied, as that she had 
the liberty to walk in the Queen's gardens, and 
on the hill. And surely had not her fiither, after 
his first offence, fallen into another, she had been 
(as was thought) pardoned of life. 

" But the statists of those times, knowing their 
queen would have no quiet whilst .these great op* 
posites were reared against her, held it best policy 
to take them away ; 'Whereupon, on the twelfth of 
February, the first day of the week, the Lord Guil- 
ford Dudley was had to the scaffold upon Tower 
Hillj and there with prayers and great penancy^ 
ended his life ; whose body, all bloody, laid in a 
cart, together with the head, wrapped in a cloth, 
was brought into the chapel within ifae Tower, 
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even in the sight of his sorrowful lady^ a spectacle 
more deadly than was the axe cST her death. 

'' And now her own part was to be ajcted^ the 
stage of her tragedy was raised upon the green 
within the Tower^ whereupon being mountied^ 
with a cheerful countenance and a patient niind^ 
these words^ with great constancy^ she spake at 
tiiat present. 

^' 'Good people^ I am come to die^ and by law 
1 am condemned to the same ; my ofience against 
the Queen's Highness^ was only in consent to the 
device of others, which now is deemed treason^ yet 
it was never of my seeking ; but by counsel of 
those who should seem to have further under- 
standing of things than I^ which knew little of the 
law, and much less of titles to the crown. But 
touching ^the procurement^ or desire thereof by 
me, or on my behalf^ I do v^sh my hands in iilno- 
cency thereof before Ood, and in the face of you 
all this day, (and therewith she wrang her hands^ 
ivhnein she had a book.) I pray ye all good 
Christian people, (she said) to bear me witness 
that I die a true Christian woman, and that 1 look 
to be saVed by none other means, but only by the 
mercy of God, in the blood of his Only son Jesus 
Christ ; and I confess, that when I did know the 
word of God, I neglected the satfie^ and loved my- 
self and the worlds and therefore this plague and 
punishment is justly and worthily happened upon 



me^ finr b^ sins. And yet 1 tbavk Gbd of' hnr 
gfOodyicM^ that he hath sivesatnetboe and icwpile 
to r^ent. Aad aow: good people assist aie with 
your prajecs/ 

Then kneeled she down, and said in English^ 
the fifty-first Psalm ; and again standing up^ gave 
her book to Master Bridges^ then Lieatenant of 
the Tower. Then untieing her gown^ the exe- 
cutioner offered to help^ whom she desired to for- 
b^ar^ and sa tuf ning to heir tmx^otkwanwoy vm 
disrobed of that and her- other attires ; this done, 
the headsman kneeled down and asked her for- 
giVenepa; unto whofl».sbe si^ ' Tbft Lord fofgive 
thee — and I do — and I pray thee dispatch me 
quickly.;' and kneeUng agaii^ said^. ^ ifrall y#«. take 
it; off before: I lie dxiwu ;' hir an^nend^ 'no; 
Mafbia.^ ThWr shelieila hanAenllief qyod Imc 
ey^ aid, feeling for tiie hiooK 6aid> ' nHieto i&it? 
where is it ?' Lastly^ hy iogL Um. nedc wfom thiA 
sam^ rtnetcbed' forth her body^ aadisaid^ ' Lord 
Jesas^ inta> thy , handa I oammandt my. 8pirit;.'f 
lahich. wast scaicely utteved^ hefcwe ^Am iMieifDed 
tfas fiitelistipka. o£the aw;. aodt'tbastendiMk'tte 
life. #1 thife.chafiejt. iimocesit}. and^ mosti TUteBiiB 
ladyi; wbos)i eafie» tbrM||^'.tliEMaenty,iifitteiliiw 
a^vdged aoQoidingly^.yetiwa^^lisiiJdMtiKiniHolilB^ 
ipeoted Q^alk 

" 9«l4inQiU»pMB]^tgiinoMiiM»ihe,dMlh)rf 
dwi ]aNiq|f>«Ml.viBlnDii« ladji^ .iultO'Jiilniwh»^pMPe 
U)$t.aienteaMi <i£ tb» mn^. efaRiJndgeiMii||iir« 
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who' thereupon presently fell mving mad ; and in 
his rantings^ continually cried^ '' Take away the 
Lady Jane' from me — take away the Lady Jane ; 
and in that horror shortly ended his'Iife/' 



PersectUions in the time of Maty L 1553. From 

Speed. 

STORY OF EATHERIKE^ DUCHESS OF SUFFOLEE. 

'^ And maity fled the land in those days of dis- 
tress ; amongst whom; most memorable^ is that of 
Katherine^ Duchess of Suflblke^ with her husband^ 
Richard Bartie, Esq. whose story and tmubles 
happened as foUoweth. 

. ''The Lady Katherine was the only daughter, 
and sole heir of Lord William^ Baron of Wil- 
loughby and of Eresby, and the last wife of 
Charles Brandon^ Duke of Suffolk, lately de- 
ceased; in whose time^ how she affected the Papal 
profession^ in massing and maskings^ was made 
known, by clothing a dog in a motcher, and call- 
ing him Gardiner; and again, in the days of King 
Edward, Gardiner saluting her from, his prison 
window in the Tower ; she told hiro^ ' it was weU 
with the lambs, now the wolf was shut up/ These 
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stuck sore upon the bishop's stomachy who being 
now risen to be Lord Chancellor of England^ and 
she in disgrace with the queen^ for her match in 
marrying Master Bartie^ a man too inferior for her 
high estate^ he thought it a fit time and occasion 
to requite ; and to that end^ sent for Master 
Bartie^ her husband^ charging him to be indebted 
four thousand pounds to the queen; which was 
owing her by my lady's late husband^ the Duke of 
Suffolk^ unto whom she was executrix ; but this 
was only the train of a fidse fire^ and the Duchess's 
religion^ the mark he aimed at; for whom Master 
Bartie so wisely wrought^ as himself was appointed 
to be her persuader, and so inwardly grew with 
the Lord Chancellor^ that by his means he ob- 
tained licence to travel beyond seas^ for a debt 
owin^ to his Duchess by the Gmperon 

'^ Bartie being gone, and Lady Katherine se- 
cretly to follow^ upon the first of January^ with 
four men, two women, and her young daughter, 
(herself apparelled like a merchant's wife, from 
Lions, in London) departed, the morning very 
misty, and her heart frought with fear. For no 
sooner .was she gone, than news thereof came to 
court, and search made after her as far as Leith 
before her bark could attain to the place ; where, 
being shrouded by a merchant, under the name oi 
his daughter, she escaped to sea. But twice her 
ship; by contrary winds, was driven to the same 
shore, to her great danger and no little grief; yet 

q3 
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kwliy« 8be met wi^ ber tosbtnd^ whence^ b^<^ 
efaid like h froe, Ihey ^oaoie Itfto Oevebind, md at 
SfttttOQ seated thenradTes till fiirtfaar provbkm 
•coidd Ibe Aide. 

'' But the lowismen sU$|^ec(tng they were not 
the persoiiift they w^nt for, and the Bishop of Arras 
hearing they were Protestants^ pniposed with the 
RH^sfamtes to impeach their Kbeities ; which Bar- 
tie htering ef, wHh his bot and dbnghter, attended 
only with two aemmnte, snddenly made way nnto 
Weedly a town privHeged with a still yard^ in 
Londofn. f n traTel they wiere overtaken by aigkt, 
flie weather was nohy^ and tiie thaw npon a great 
fh>st made the way mere deep ; in which distrfcsa, 
hts two servants he sent to seek some rditf, MhHst 
himself, the surest on ibot^ faore the ciuMj and the 
Duchess^ toease hiin^ carried his mpier and cfefe^ 

'* Thus passing thnwgb mire^ diit, imd dark 
A^t» abont sieven t>f the clock, all wet and welury, 
they got into WesellL where> he being snspected 
to be a lance Ktitght^ and she his woiten^ ni> 
better than nought^ oonld get no eaAettaihiaent ; 
the language they had not, the t^ild wied piteottiy, 
the mother wept bitterly, the cold Iraa taLtreme^ 
and the min poured down as (he deuds had been 
broken. In this dislrem, the Dtachess ahnosC 
Sunting, (firom tlie e atr em i ty of cbH, hunger, and 
fiitigm) the churdi pordi was thought upon to 
divond ttiem fimn the lain, and to that end Master 
Bartae sent his two servants to btgr coab and atraiw ; 
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but repairing towards this bis coM inn^ be met 
with two boys wbo understood Latin, of wbom be 
demanded for the minister's house, who presently 
brought him to that place, where he supped. The 
minister's name was Pemsell» and be had been in 
England, where, of the Duchess be bad received 
kind courtesy ; and now at Wesell employed bis 
ministry amongst certain Wallons^ wbo, hearing 
that the Diicfaess was fled out of England and that 
at Santon she lived nothing safe, had procured for 
their abode at Wesell, without making known 
who tho^e English were, save only unto the chief 
magifiitrate. 

^' Madter Bartie desiring to speak with the mi-* 
nister, be presently came down, wbo, seeing the 
Duchess so disguised in apparel, and betniiTed in 
dot, could not speak unto her for tears, and bring- 
ing them in (with glad hearts no doubt). Master 
Bartie changed apparel with ttie good man, the 
Duchess with bis wife, and then* child with the 
child of the bouse ; and thus suddenly were they 
comforted, by this good preacher's means. 

'' Here they seated not long, but that a sudden 
watchword was sent unto them from Sir John 
Mason, Queen Mary's Embassador in the Nether- 
lands/ that the Lord Paget bad feigned an errand 
to the Spaw, and that the Duke of Brunswick^ 
with ten' ancients, would pass by Wesel, for the 
service of Austria^ against the French King, by 

4 4 
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whom the Duchess and her husband would be 
intercepted and delivered unto the Lord Peget 

" Greatly alarmed by this intelligence^ and by 
the rigour which every where pursued them, in 
great haste they removed from thence to the town 
Wincheim^ in High Germany^ which was seated 
in the Palgrave's dominions^ where^ by his pro- 
tection^ they continued till their maintenance be- 
gan to scanty and they almost despairing, and 
fainting under so heavy a burden, began to &il 
of all hope. At which very instant (God so mov- 
ing the hearts of his Princes) the Palatine of 
Yilua^ and the King of Pole, hearing of their dis* 
tress^ sent them a safe conduct, under the Pala- 
tine's seal, with assurance of maintenance if they 
would come unto those parts. 

''From Wincheim, therefore, they forthwith 
departed, and in waggon, towards Frankfort^ but 
by the Lang^ve's Captain were intercepted^ and 
set upon in the high way, so that Master Bartie 
was forced to stand at defence, wherein the Gap- 
tain's horse was slain under him, and the cry main- 
tained that he was slain himself; whereupon Bar- 
tie, by the councell of the Duchess, and swiftness 
of his horse, fled amain, but was so eagerly fol- 
lowed upon opinion of murder, that he hardly 
escaped with life. Yet, lastly, they got into Po- 
land, where they were honourably entertained, un- 
tO the death of Queen Mary released them from 
all further persecution. 
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PhiU^ of Spain's (and husband to Queen Mary) 
inlerpositum with that Princess for the freedom 
from Captivity of her 'sister y the Princess Etissa-- 
heth, and his endeavour to reconcile them. 

'' A nobleman^ in consultation^ had ^ven hid 
opinion to Phillip^ that it were best to cot off the. 
head of the Lady Elizabeth. Which assure the 
Prince Phillip^ that those so bad^minded to their 
natural Princess could not be better unto him a 
stranger — who contrariwise^ upon this ground^ so 
laid the foundation of true honour/- as it -gained 
him the love of all true English hearts; for, from 
tliat day^ he never left off to solicit his Queen for 
the delivery of that innocent Princess^ her sister^ 
who still remained a solitary prisoner in Wood- 
stocky though no proofs could be brought of any 
offence. 

'';At last his 8uit*w;as obtained^ and the Lady 
Elizabeth brought unto Hampton CSourt> having 
not seen the Queen for two years before she was 
locked up^ and laid at by Grardiner^ to submit her- 
self^ till some fourteen days after she was sent for 
into the Queen's chamber^ about ten of the clock 
in the night : which she no sooner had entered^ 
but fisdling upon her knees^ she prayed God to pre- 
serve her Sovereign Majesty ; protesting her loy- 
alty and truth to her person^ whatsoevel^ had been 



^j 
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spoken or instigated to the contrary. IJnto whom 
the Qneen^ somewhat sharply^ said — * Then you 
wiU not confess your offence I see^ but rather 
stand stoutly upon your truth ; I pray God your 
truth may so fall out/ ^ If not»' quoth the Prin- 
cess^ ' I request neither favour nor pardon at your 
Mfgesty's hand.' ^ Well then/ said the Queen^ 
* you stand so stifly upon your own loyalty, belike 
you suppose to have been wrongfully punished ?' 

'^ < I must not say so to your Majesty/ said 
Lady Gtitabeth. 

'' ' But you will then so report to others it 
seemeth V returned Queen Mary. 

'^ ^ O no ; aadit please your Majesty/ said the 
Lady> ^ I hove home and must bear the burden 
myself. I most humbly beseech your Grace's good 
qmloB of me> and to think me your true subjept^ 
which from the beginning I have ever been^ and 
Witt be for ever as long as my lile lasteth.' 

" The Queen replied, in Spanish, ' God know- 
eib/— *Ald so they departed^ King Phillip, as is 
thoi^ht^ standing behind the arras^ heard what 
wassaid* 

. ''However, seven days a£t^, her Grace was 
dkchaigied of Benefield, her jailor, uid had' leave 
«f UbertjT ; yet soj that Sir Thomas Pope, a' privy 
CMnceibt'j^ ftn^ M« Gagie, the Queen's gentleaian 
uilier». were stiU her attendants, all Queen Mary's 
time. Her gentlewoman. Mistress Ashley, was 
aenfr to tile Sleek, ttid tbrae other waiting maids 
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■nto the Tower. Bat the death of Gardiner hn^ 
mediately foflowing', thtoe storms ^ew more calm- 
er^ and Lady Mzabeth every day more aflfiection- 
ately rejected." 



%ieech (f Queen EKssabeth, m r^ to tkepeUtkm 
of her ParUoment, reapeeUng her Marriage. — 
• From Akxmy kr Eiceraham^ 

^' Dnrii^ th6 tilne of this FbiiiaiDeiit^a p(4itidn 
was made unto her. Majesty, ftr thehqie of #oyal 
issae, to move her iinto manriage; dnta which 
degabt wbtioli^ ddUvered by the Speaker^ she re- 
pKed :--' With gteat thankd for their loving care 
fer hfer and their own country ; but aa tpuchioi; 
their request 0be answered, that from the time 
when first she coosidered hferself to be bom a 
servitor of God^ she happfly did chasesy cu^ in 
truth best liked, a virgin life; from which^ neither 
ambition of high marriages^ which had been for- 
merly offered her by her Prince^ nor the griev* 
ances sustained by her whilst she lived amongst 
those enemies, whose indignation vras death, had 
hitherto been able to divert her : but whether her 
years, and answer could concord together in their 
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judicious minds/ she certainly knew not ; yet this 
she assured them^ that as she then stood so effect- 
ed, and if that affection changed, her choice should 
be only of such a one as should be as careful^ she 
would not say as herself, because she knew her- 
self best^ but as any of them, for the realm's good : 
and yet with all, she considered, that although 
herself, for their welfare, if need were, would not 
shun deaths yet might her issue, as often happens 
to the best parents, grow out of kind, and prove 
ungracious. And, therefore, to leave behind her 
. a more lasting and grateful remembrance, ' she 
held it sufficient that a marble stone should de- 
clare to posterity— that she, a Queen, had reign- 
ed, livedo and died a virgin/ And so with many 
thanks dismissed the assembly. 

''How the first viras accomplished, we that have 
lived under her reign have seen ; but how insuf- 
ficient that one stone is to contain and continuate 
t^ remembrance of her virtuous, pious, and glo-* 
rious government, the whole world doth at* this 
day, and shall, to all succeeding ages^ witness ; 
whilst the earth rests in the centre, and the hea- 
vens have restless movings/' 
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A singular and partieuiar account of a Duel or 
Combat for the Title of Lands, in the reign of 
Elizabeth— A.D. Iblh 

• • • 

>' About this time a strange case (which we will 
insert rather to shew the course of justice and 
mercy in the.Queen^ than for any other great use 
in the story) happened at the law bar; where 
Simon Lowe and John Kyme were plaintiffs, for 
a certain manor and demains in the Isle of Harty; 
adjoining to that of Sheppey in Kent, wrongfully 
possessed (as they.aUedged) by Thomas Paramour, 
against whom they brought a writ of ri^it The 
defendant offered to maintain his title by combat, 
which the plaintiffs accepted, and brought their 
champions before the Judges to the bar. For 
Pkramour was George Thome, of a big apd broad 
set^ who cast down the guantlet as challenger to 
justify Paramour's right, which was taken up by 
Henry Naylor, master of defence, a man {Hroper 
and slender, and not very tall, who appeared fot 
Lowe and Kyme to make good their clidm^ 

'^ The place appointed for combat wasin Tothd 
Fields, where a plot of ground, of one and twenty 
yaolB square, was doubly railed, and without the 
west square a stage set for the Judges, represent* 
ing the Court of Common Pleas, behind the which 
two tents were pitched, the one for Thome, and 
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the other for Naylor ; die fidd with scaffolds on 
every side for people to see. 

'' All thingfs thus ready, and the day drawii^ 
OD^ hmr Mqesty (who ever abhorred aH muiaer 
of bloodshed) took the maiter iato her owithaiids, 
and gave command and directions for the parties 
agveement^ with a saroease from all fiudia suit, 
which eoald >M>t well be, unlesathe chaiiipioiiaApr 
peared in field; who, altogether ign(»ant of wh^ 
was determined^ upon the day assigned appeared 
in place, Thpme was there ficBt, wIk> was biOHght 
to Us tent by Sir JeeoBiy Boww; thea caaie 
KaylQr, having the ganntht borne before hiM^ e« 
a swocd*8 point, a trun^iraa (taper^wise) tiped 
with horbi, about an ell long, aada MM of hard 
leaihcflr, c^ried after hikn ; and so was :cttiieyed 
to his tent, by Sir Henry Cheiney. 

''The OMut set, and the. nanhafaata called^ 
Naylor entered the lists, being led bj the. hand bj 
Sir Jeromy Bowes, wheoe, making hls^obeysane^, 
he cam6 to the bar, and tbepe held ap Us ahiaUj. 
Then was Thorae bmu^t iaio thatbt^, by St 
Henry Caiisiaey> audi ^>^ hke remence^ ha hM 
up hia skidd. Wheieapoa an oath waa ad«l- 
Msteved to4h6 i^ipiaver, the tqi|oiir wheMof • he 
q^ke as foHMredi : ^ Hear diMf, y a JMgen, Iftut 
I have this day nekher eat, dmoks ^» have apsa 
mt MitKhmiif, stoaei^ negoass^ or My Vk9lmk 
Biant» aoroevy, *r laitehcmifi^ tEhare tlmugl^ <h? 
power nC the word af Go^ migh^ bft inlenMc^ or 
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diminished, and the Devil's power increased^ and 
that my appeal is true^ so help me God^ and his 
saints^ and by this book,' 

^' Then was proclamation ipade, in her Ma^ 
jesty's name^ ihat no person of whataocver estate^ 
degree^ or condition there present, be sa hardy as 
to give any token or sig;n^ by countenance^ speech^ 
or hngmge, either to the prover or to the defend- 
er^ whereby the one of them may take advanta^ 
of the other^ and no person to remove^ hut ta kecq^ 
still in his place^ and every person to keep their 
staves and their weapons to themselves ; nor au8- 
fer the said prover or defender to take any af thdr 
weapons^ or any other thing, that may s^uiA eiffate* 
to the said pnover or defender's any aid or asmfr- 
ance, upon paw of forfeiture of lands^ tenemdnt% 
goods and chatties^ and impHsonoient of their hnir 
dies^ and making fineand ransome^ at die Queen's 
jdeasure. * 

^' But when these ceremonies were ended^ Ae 
Lord C9iief Justice stood up, and foitaie Hie 
proceedmgSy allotting ta Pantmotnr the hods^ wflli 
the satisfying the phsntift. Aodi theemipod^ 
commanded' Naybr to give Thdnie agaja kis 
gauntlet, which he most unwillingly did; and ^k> 
the combat ended" 
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7%6 Sultan MuraMs Letter to Queen Elizabeth 
is here inserted,, faithfidfy translated, vsordfor 
wordy from ike original, and is asfoHaweth. — 
J. Stow. 

'^ Mo8t glorious, and in brightness most splen- 
did woman^ and of vromen the chiefest Prince of 
the mighty followers of Jesus^ Qaeen of the most 
fiimous kingdom of England, and most excellent 
Elizabeth, most sapient Governess of all the af- 
fitirs of thy people^ and family of the Nazarites, 
the most pleasing spring of brightness and glory^ 
the most acceptable clouds sweet showers^ the heir 
and lady of perpetual happiness and blessedness 
of the most fiimous kingdom of England^ to whom 
all distressed suitors do flock for relief — we wish- 
ing from God^ the mighty Creator^ a most fortu- 
nate encrease of att the affairs of your Excellency 
and 'happy success: and offering eternal vows 
and praises worthy of our mutual and perpetual 
iamifiarity and- league^ and declaring the pre- 
mises, and that which followeth^ vrith lingular de- 
centaess. 

*' W6 give you to understand^ and most friend- 
ly, that certain years passed, we had continual 
VTars with Casulbas, Prince of Persia, in right of 
our people, by reason whereof, we could not make 
war upon other parts, whereby certain thieves, in 
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the parts of Polonia, called Caasakes, and other 
wicked persons lurking in those confines^ daily 
troubled and grieved our subjects : now the Per- 
sian being vanquished^ and by the power of the 
Almighty Creator^ matters in those parts being 
compounded^ we determined to punish the said 
persons lurking in Poland and other parte ; and 
by the Balgerby of Greece^ our army beixig join- 
ed^ and sent with our charge^ by a Prince of Tar- 
tarian in the year last pa8t> a part of the kingdom 
of Polonia was on our behalf troubled and wast- 
ed, and the said Cassakes^ and other wicked per- 
sons were punished according to their deserts, 
which the king of Poland seeing^ and sending two. 
messengers to our blessed Port^ to enquire^ find 
out, and punish^ in full punishment ; signified so 
much unto us^ and required our acceptation of his 
present ; but we would not allow his petition, but 
had fully intended and determined again to send 
our army against the said king of Poland; but 
the Ambassador of yourM^esty^ remaining in our 
blessed Port, interposing himself, and signifying 
to us^ that this Kiiig did assist your Excellency 
with corn^ gunpowder^ masts, and other things 
necessary for wars, out of the confines of Polonia. 
Now when as the kingdom of Polonia^ by our 
means was troubled^ and your ambassador detlar- 
ed unto us your singular and peculiar pleasure, 
the same his declaration and interposition^ was 
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unto us g^tdul and acceptable^ and your Ebtcd- 
Iency> to whom we owe all favours and honour r 

'^ We wrote our letters to the king of Polonia 
in this manner; that the said factious and wicked 
persons^ and Gassackes^ should be found out, and 
fuHy punished, but if, on the behalf of ypur Msh- 
jesty, aDowing league of peace, had not be^i so- 
licited for the king of Poland, we should not, by 
any means, have entered league with him, but <mi- 
ly at your request have we shewed this gtace Id 
the said king and his subjects, and sith our fiimi«- 
liarity is mutual and perpetual, we think it oonve^ 
nient that your Majesty, joining yoursdtf with the 
kingdom of Poland, do not leave to continue war 
with the king of Spain, who so long a time hath 
kept war against you ; and if your Majesty be not 
grieved to write unto us, by some trusty man, we 
vow, by the aid of the Omnipotent Creator, that 
aH necessary things shall be on our part furnished 
and ordered, that a speedy dispatch may be made 
into Spain, wherein for our parts no assistance 
riiall be wanting, whereof you may nothing 
doubt. 

^ Given in our royal seat at Ck>nstantinoide, 
in the year of Jesus. 1590, and of our 
Prophet Mahomet 996, in the month 
called Sadele, the twelvth. 
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As during the reig^ of Queen JBilizabeth a nujn* 
ber of conspimciefl were formed against her life, 
for the purpose of again introducing the religion 
of Ronie^ some particulars will be here inserted 
of the designs against lier^ and some curious let- 
ten from a conspirator, acknowled^ng his trear 
sonable intentions^ which will serre as a specimen 
of the state of those times— ^ with some of her own 
observations on the danger she was continually 
ei|KMed to. A. D. 1585.<^£^>ee<i. 

^' Parry's* treason confused under his own 
hand^ in a letter to the Lords of the Councell^ 
which here out of the original is thus given : 



'* ^ My Lords^ — Now that the conspiracy is 
covered, the fiuilt confessed, my conscience dear** 
ed, and mind prepared patieptly to suffer pains 
due for so heinous a crime, I hope it wiU not of* 
fend you, if crying Miserere with the poor PuUi- 

* Wtlliam Parry, a doctor of laws, yms a bigotted Papbt* 
He pretended to reveal to the Qoeea and her Miaistert the 
plots which had been formed against her by the fugitive Ca- 
tholics. For this purpose he obtained repeated access to the 
Queen's person ; harbouring all the while (as he himself con- 
fessed) the purpose of assassinating hen— Frags^enta Re- 
gaUa» by Sir Robert Naunton. 
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can^ I leave to despair with cursed Gain. My 
case is rare and strange^ and (for any thing I can 
remember to the contrary) singular; a natural 
subject, solemnly to vow the death of his natural 
Queen (so bom^ so known, and so taken by all 
men), for the relief of the afflicted Catholics^ and 
restitution of religion. 

- '* The matter first conceived in Venice, the ser* 
vice (in general words) presented to the Pope, 
continued and undertaken in Paris,andfai8Uy com- 
mended and warranted by his Holiness, digested 
and resolved in England, if it had not been pre- 
vented by accusation, or by her Majesty's greater 
lenity, and more gracious usage of her Catholic 
subjects. This is my first and last offence, cbn- 
ceived against my Prince or country, and both (I 
cannot deny) contain all other faults whatsoever. 
It is now to be punished with death, or most gra- 
ciously (beyond all common expectation) to be 
pardoned. Death I do confess to have deserved ; 
life 1 do with all humility crave, if it may stand . 
with the Queen's honour and policy of the times. 
To leave so g^reat a treason unpunished were 
strange, to draw it by my death in example were 
dangerous. A sworn servant, to take upon him 
Such an enterprize, upon such a ground, and by 
such a warrant, hath not been seen in England. 
To indite him, to arraign him, to bring him to the 
scaffold^ and to publish his offence, can do no 
good. To hope that he hath more to discover^ 



AnClEm HISTORY. S45 

than he hi^ ahready confessed^ w that at his exe- 
cation he will unsay any thing he hath written; 
is in vain. To conclude that it is impossible for 
him in time to make some part of amends^ were 
very hardy and against former experiences. The 
then is^ whether it be better to kill him^ or^ (lest 
the matter be mistaken) updn hope of his amend** 
ment^ to pardon him P For mine own opinion 
(though partial) I will deliver you my conscience. 
The case is good Qaeen Elizabeth's ; the offence 
is committed against her sacred person, and she 
may (of her mercy) pardon it, without prejudice 
to any. Then this 1 say in few words, as a man 
more desirous to discharge his troubled conscience 
then to live — ^Pardon poor Parry, and relieve ; for 
life, without living, is not fit for him. If this ro^y 
not be, or be thought dangerous, or dishonourable 
to the Queen's Majesty, (as, by your favours, I 
think it fM of honour and mercy), then I beseech 
your Lordships (and no other) once to hear * me, 
before I am indited, and afterwards, if I must die, 
humbly to entreat the Queen's Alajesty to hasten 
my trial and execution : which I pray God, with 
all my heart, may prove as honourable to her, as 
I hope it will be happy to me. — Who will, while 
1 live (as I have done always), pray to Jesus 
Christ for her Miyesty's long and prosperous 
reign. From the Tower, the 1 8th of February, 
1584. WiLUAM Fabry. 

R 3 
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^' And ft€COf ditig to his own laM request^ bis 
inditement was framed, and arraignment per- 
formed at Westminster Hall, where meeting the 
judgement of a traitor, he was cixecnted in the 
Palace at WeMminster, upon the second of the 
March following. Amongst many other clear 
evidences of truth, the letter received from CSardi^ 
nal Como id not anworthy to be here annexed, 
whose translation from the original, written in the 
Italian tongile, is as foUoweth : 

'' ' Sir, — His Holiness hath seen your letter of 
the first, with the assurance included, and cannot 
but Commend the good disposition and resolution^ 
which you write to hold, towards die service and 
benefit public : wherein his Holiness doth exhort 
you to persevere, with causing to be bnought to 
effect that which you promise. And to the end 
yon may be so much more holpen by that good 
spirit which hath moved you thereunto : his Ho« 
Kness doth grant you pleasing indulgence and re« 
mission of all your sins, according to your re^ 
quest. Assuring you, that besides the merit that 
you shall receive therefore in Heaven, bis Holi- 
ness will ftirther make himself debtor, to acknow'^ 
ledge and requite your deservings by the best 
means he may. And that so much the more, in 
that yt>u use the more modesty, in not pretending 
any thing. Put therefore to effect your holy and 
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honouraUedetermiDatioDs^ aad attend your beidth • 
And^ to coDcludei 1 offer myself unto you h^artily^ 
9Mkd wiah all good and haf^y sucoessw Froai 
Ilome^ the SOth of January^ 1584f« 

'' ' At your disposing^ 

*' ' N. Card, of Como/ 

** Had not her Majenty just cause to complain 
as she did ?— when> in the honourable assembly of 
Pariiament) she openly professed in these words : 
— ^ That she knew no creature breathing whose 
life stood hourly in more peril than her own ; and 
that^ even at her first entrance into her estate^ she 
entered into infinite dangers of life^ as one that 
had to wrestle with great and mighty enemies/ 

'^ And yet^ in confidence of her celestial Pro- 
tector, and of her own innocency^ she often ap- 
peared too remiss and neg^ective in the care of 
herself and life^ as appeared manifestly by her pro- 
ceedings with this last traitor^ in keeping a con- 
ference she had with him» of very gre9t import- 
ance^ from th^ knowledge pf b^r coiincefbr^^ and 
often admitting privily of his ^ccew, though he 
had told her he was the man appointed to work 
Ipfsr deplh. A^d^ indeed, such was this Princess's 
nagnaniniity^ that, in an apparent danger, as 
greats though not so traitorous as this, ^e shew- 
ed % res<^tion of courage fiu* above her pex. 

'^ When once on a time, being in her j^afge 
U|HDn the Thames to take the air, accompanied by 

R 4 
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the French ambassador^ the Barl of lAncdxi, and 
othei-8^ a serving man in the courts named Thomas 
Appletree^ from his culiver dischai^ed a buDet, 
and shot the waterman^ within six foot of her seat, 
(the second to her Bales) through both the arms ; 
whereupon, all others being amazed, and the man 
abundantly bleeding, she threw him her scarf, and 
with words of comfort bade him be of good cheer, 
for he should not want, the bullet being aimed at 
her, though it hit him. And with such resolute 
courage bore it out, as all present admired. Not 
so only, but knowing afterwards that it was done 
casually at random, she both pardoned the party 
of life, when he was to die, and commanded his 
mast^ to retain him again in his service/' 



Queen ESUssahetks earnest command to her C&un- 
sdlors €md Judges, from her graci&us lave to her 
peojde in general. 

* 

" Have care of my people, (said the queen) you 
have my place ; do you to them what I ought to 
do, they are my people, yet every man oppresseth 
and spoileth them without mercy. Themselves 
can neither help themselves, nor revenge their 
quarrel; see unto them I pray you, see unto them. 
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for they are my charge^ them therefore I chai^ 
with you^ even as Gfod bath coraiBittedthem unta 
me. I care not for myself^ my life is not dear, 
unto me, my care is for my people ; I pray God 
that my successor be as carefol for them> and 
surely they that might know my cares for my 
people^ may likewise conceive^ that I take no great 
joy in wearing a* crown." 



Conceiving that the inninute particubi^ of this 
great sovereign's (Queen EUzabeth) reign> willbe 
found interesting to all readers^ I shall give in fuU^ 
an account of the last attempt on her life^ in the 
wcnrds of the historian. 

" The hst public attempter that essayed the 
Queen's deaths was Edward Squire^ ^ a scrivener, 
of Greenwich, who, by deputation^ had employ- 
ment as purveyor in the staUe ; but being in wit 
above his vocation, and carrying his sails above 
bis fortune, put bimsdf in action for sea, in the 
la't voyage which Sir Francis Drake made into 
the Indies. Embariied he was in a small shq), 
called the Francis, who, losing the fleet about 
Gaudalupe, was taken by a fine Spanish firigate, 
and with others brought prisoners to Spain ; where. 
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ikBing into acquaiDtaiice with Richard Walpde, 
an English fugitive, by order a Jerait^ in great 
credit, and Vicar Geneial to FkursonB ; in his ab- 
sence, was by him observed to be of more eapacily 
than commonly was found in a man of his quality 
and education ; for years mature, and passed his 
middle age ; for carriage well advised, and reso* 
lute enough, if not too much, in not apprehending 
his imminent danger. 

'' Upon him Walpole therefore intended to 
work, conceiving for has purpose two special ad- 
vantages ; the one, that coming into Spain a pri- 
soner, and not a fugitive, his return into England 
would be without suspect ; the other, that Squire 
had been employed in the Queen's stable, and 
therefore had liberty of free access. But the more 
to involve what he intended, he subtldy caused 
Squire to be apprehended by the officears of the 
Inquisition, and put prisoner into that Holy House ; 
where, molified by distress, he got his heart into 
his hands, so that of neuter, he became a ized 
Roman CJatholic. 

^ This first essay proving effectual Cor an intnH 
dttction for hb further intendments, he fell into 
the old song, whose buid^ot was the tyranies used, 
and the persecutions exercised in England against 
the poor Catholics, upon how few peraons the 
English elake did atuid, and how easily those 
pMps were to be removed, if any devoted wouM 
put 'to their hands. Squire, who wanted no wit 
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to perceive whereat he aimed^ fimt gave wma 
slight Mgnification^ and afterwards a more serious 
protestation^ that he was the man that would sa- 
crifice himself and his service to tiie cause. 

^ The good &ther having thus got him into the 
circle^ hegan then the charm : ' It were/ said he* 
^ no doubt a work meritorious^ to kail the Eari of 
fiisex, but one thing is necessary.' And then 
told him plainly^ that he meant to put a service 
upon him of great wordi and reward, which he 
might accomplish without any evident peril of life, 
because it veas to be done^ not immediately upon 
her person^ nor in her presence^ tieither yet in 
doing it^ though he were seen^ should be endan* 
gered^ being acted as he would prescribe; and 
that was to poison the pommd of the Queen's 
saddle^ at such time as she should ride abroad^ the 
pommd being the place whereon irfie would rest 
her hand^ and her hand not onKkely to touch her 
mouth or nostrils^ would give access to the fordUe 
poison. * This/ said he> ' might earily be per* 
fiMrmed^ he having familiar acquaintance in the 
quirry^ yea^ and that very safely ; but if other* 
wise^ and immediate death happened in conse- 
quence^ he ihould be assured^ that for the exchange 
of this present and transitory Nfe^ to enjoy ^ 
state of a gkmous saint in Heaven/ 

** Which syren^s song ended^ and Squire in- 
veigled ; confessions^ vows^ promises^ receipt of 
saciament^ and all confirmed the resdution of the 
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yet her body liett no distempereture^ nor her hand 
(A no more hurt^ than Saint Paul's did when he 
ahook off the viper into tlie fire. 

'' The deed thus done^ without all miatniat. 
Squires taking the remains of the poison^ within 
six days after^ departed to the sea^ and had his en-^^ 
tertainnent in the Earl of Elssex's own ship^ where 
seeking to finish his devilish design^ bestowed his 
confeedons upon the pommels of a wooden chair^ 
wherein the Earl usually sat at meals^ which> in 
like manner (the Lord so working) took noteffect^ 
to the no little admiration of Squires ; though very 
well satisfied that the fiiult was not his^ but ratfier 
in the poison itself: and his vow now discharged^ 
(as he thought) he now slept more quiet/' 

Through the treachery of the Jesuits who be^ 
trayed Squires^ from the supposition (as the poison 
fiuled of effect) that he had not made the attempt 
he was apprehended ; when^ after having given 
the foregoing account, without remorse of con- 
science^ he received sentence of deaths and suf- 
fered accordingly. A. D. 1597. 



An Ode^ by Theodorus Beon^ a stranger, of 
eminent piety and learning, on the defeat of the 
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Spanish Arroodi^ Mrhkh was translated (from the 
JLatin it was first written in) into all the chief kn" 
guages of Christeadom, to be perpetuated unto 
all ensuing posterities, 

Spain's king, with navies high, the teas bestrewed. 

To augment with English crown, his Spanish sway ; 
Ask ye what cau8*d his proud attempt ? Twas lewd 

Ambition drove, and Avarice led the way. 
'TIS well ; Ambition's windy puff lies drown'd 

By winds, and swelling hearts by swelling waves : 
*Tis well; these Spaniards, who the world*a vast round 

Devoured, devouring seas most justly craves. 

But thou,, O Queen, for whom winds, 'seas do war, 
O thou, sole glory of this world's wide mass ; 

So reign to God still, from Ambition far, 

So still, with bounteous aids, the good embrace ; 

That thou England long, long England may thee enjoy. 

Thou teiror of all bad, thou good men's joy. 



A Prmfer made by Queen EUzabdh^fir theproe* 

periXjf of her Navy. 

" Most Omnipotent Maker, and guider of the 
world's mass, that only searchest and fiithomest 
the hotfom of our hearts conceits^ and in them 
seest the trae originals of aU our actions intended. 
Thou, that by thy foresight doth truly discern how 
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HO malice of revenge^ nor.qutttance of injaiy,.ii0r 
desire of bloodshed, nor greatness of lacre^ hath 
bred the resolution of our now set out army^ but 
a needful care^ and wary watch^ that no n^ect of 
foes^ nor over security had^ might breed either 
danger to us^ or glory to them. These being the 
grounds wherewith thou doest inspire the mind^ 
we humbly beseech thee^ with bended knees^ 
prosper the work; and with best fore winds guide 
the journey, speed the victory^ and make the re- 
turn the advancement of thy glory^ the triumph of 
their fiime, and surety to the realm, with the least 
loss of the English blood. To these devout peti- 
tions^ Lord give, that thou thy blessing grant. 



The answer of Queen Elizabeth to the 
Ambassador, who had delivered a very rude ora- 
tion before her, in Latin, respecting some demands 
wjiidi were made by his king, Sigismund,. the 
young, and new elected. King of Poland. This 
ambassador was named Paulius de Jaline, a gen- 
tleman lieamed, eloxjueft t> and very audacious : he 
^ad audience of her majesty at Greenwich, where, 
sitting under her cloth of estate^ and with all her 
nobles, attending the sum of his message, &c. 
&c. 
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'' The confident oration concluded^ the Queen 
herself^ not brooking to be braved by any Prince 
in the worlds presently made answer^ preventing 
the Lord Chancellor therein^ who was about to do 
it^ and both roundly and learnedly^ in the Latin^ 
(the language wherein the message was delivered)- 
replied the very words^ as nearly as they could be 
taken from her mouthy were these. 

'' ' Oh ! how was I deceived^ I looked for an 
embassage, but thou hast brought me complaints; 
I understood by thy letters, that thou wast a le- 
gate^ but I find thee a herald ; never since I drew 
breathy heard I such an oration. I marvel truly^ 
I marvel at so greats and such an unaccustomed 
boldness^ in so public an assembly ; neither do I 
think, if the king^ thy master^ were present^ that 
he would say so much ; but, if peradventure, he 
hath committed any such. thing tp thy charge^ 
(which surely I do much doubt) it is to be imputed 
unto him, that where the king is of years unripe, 
and not by blood, but by election ; yea, and but 
newly advanced, he doth not so perfectly under- 
stand the course of negociating these kind of 
affairs with other princes^ wbi^h^ either his €Ui- 
cestors have observed with us^ or perhaps others 
will observe, who afterwards shall succeed him. 
As touchii^ thyself, indeed thou seemest to have 
read many books, but not to have perused the 
books of prince's affairs, but to be utterly ignorant 
of what is convenient amongst kings. And 

s 
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whereas, thou makest mention of the law of na- 
ture and nations^ know that this is the law^ both 
natural and national^ that when war is waged 
among princes^ it is lawful for one of them to in- 
tercept the military helps of the other^ brought 
from what place soever^ so to prevent the harms 
which might otherwise redound upon himsdf ; 
and this again I know to be the laW of nature and 
of nations. ' Whereas^ thou mehtioneth a new 
affinity with the House of Austria^ which now thou 
makest so famous^ and of so dear esteem ; forget 
not^ Sir^ that there have been of that house^ that 
would have bereft the kingdom of Poland from 
thy king. As for other points which be not to be 
spoken of^ in this place find time^ because they are 
many^ and severally to be considered of one after 
another ; thou shalt wait for such'further answer^ 
as shall be resolved on by some of my council^ to 
whom I will assign the consideration of this mat- 
ter; in the mean time^ farewell^ and be quiet/ 

''' And thus^ lion like rising/ daunted the mala- 
pert orator, no less with her stately port and ma- 
jestical depiarture^ than with the tartness of her 
princely checks ; and turning to the train of her 
attendants^ thus said^ 'God's death^ my lords, (for 
that was her oath ever in anger) I have been en- 
forced this day.to scower up all my old Latin^ ttiat 
hath lain long in rusting/' 
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Two cuiiowand inter^^Upg letters, ure here iti- 
troduced^ the one from the Lord Keqier (in whose 
custody he then was) to the great and &mou8 Earl 
of Essex^ &vottrite of Qveea Eliosabeth ; the othcff 
the Earl's answer. In th^e woids it is ncojoded 
by the historiaa. S^^eed. 

" To which purpose he also vrote hiw a letter 
of pithy and sapient persuasion^ out of the abuar 
dance of his w^ wishing heart, the CQpy whereof 
we holdl worthy to be here presented. 

'' The. Lardl^eeper t(f tfm Eflrf, ^Esfe^— 

Jufy 18th, 1598. 

'' My very- good Lord^ — It is often seen that a 
stander by seeth nuure than he that playetii the 
game ; and, for the most part, every man in his 
own GtMse sljandeth in his own Ught^and seeth aot 
so cko/rly us fa^ shojuld. Yow Locdship hath 
dealt in otter men^s cauMi, and in gre^ aa^ 
weighty affvn!, with gnewt w^dom and ^udge- 
VH^imw.yoww^n is jn band, you ane not to 
iWJgiid«mi or mtnm the adytc^^of aay that loveth 
yopj Jlpfow «».nipjys » .ever. In thii^ order I range 
py^^e^^/c^tjboAe jtl)f4. W^/^yw pon^wMie noiple^ 
and J9(4^ t^at Hovet^ ym srith mu» tn» fH^ 

s2 
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if you shall either mistake or miscontrue my words 
or meaning ; but, in your Lordship's honourable 
wisdom, I neither doubt or suspect the one or the 
other. I will not presume to advise you, bat I 
will shoot my bolt, and tell you what 1 think. 
The be^nning and too long continuing of this 
unseasonable discontent you have seen and proved, 
by which you may aim at the end. If you hold 
still in this course (which hitherto you have found 
worse and worse, and the longer you go the fiir- 
. ther out of the way) there is little hope or likely- 
hood that the end will b^ better. You are not 
yet so far goiie, but you may well return; the 
return is safe, but the progress dangerous and 
desperate. 

^^ In this course you hold, if you have any ene- 
mies, you do that for them which they could never 
do for themselves. Your friends you leave o|>en 
to scorn, reproach, and contempt ; you foraake 
yourself and overthrow your fortunes, and ruinate 
your honour and reputation. You give that con- 
rage and comfort to the fortunate enemies, as 
greater they cannot have. For what can be more 
welcome, or more pleasing news to them, then to 
hear that her Majesty and the realm are maimed 
of so worthy a member, who hath so often and so 
valiantly quelled them, and daunted their hopes ? 
You forsake your country when it hath moat need 
. of your councell and help, and lastly you fail in 
that indissoluble duty which you owe to your most 
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gracious Sovereign. A duty impose.4 %ipdn yaa, 
not by nature^ or policy only, but by that religioos 
and sacred hand wherein the divine majesty of 
Almighty God hath by the rule of Christianity 
obliged you. 

'' For the four firsts your constant resolution 
may perhaps move you to esteem them as light ; 
but, being well weighed, they are not light, nor 
lightly to be regarded. And for the two last, it 
may be, that the clearness of your inward con- 
science may serve to content yourself; but that is 
not enough, these duties stand not in contempla- 
tion or in inward meditation ; their effects be ex- 
ternal action, and when that faileth, the substance 
faileth. 

'' This being your present state and condition, 
what is to be done ? What is the remedy ? My 
good Lord, I lack wisdom and judgement to ad- 
vise you ; but I will never lack an honest heari to 
wish well, nor (being warranted by a good, con- 
science) will fear to speak what I think. 

" I h^ve began plainly, be not offended if I 
•proceed so ; the medicine and the remedy is, not 
to contend and strain, but humbly to yield and 
submit. Have you given a cause, and yet take 
a scandal unto you ? Then all you can do is too 
little to make satisfaction. Is cause of scandal 
given unto you ? Yet policy, duty, and religion, 
enforce you to sue and yield to your Sovereign, 
between whom and you there can be no propor- 
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tion of duty. When GoA requires it, as a prin- 
cipal duty and service to himself ; ^d wheit it Is 
(evident that gt*eat good may ensue of it to your 
friends, yoUrself, your country, and your Sove- 
reign, and extreem harm* by the contrary : there 
can be ftb di^onour or huH to yield, but in not 
doing it is dishonour and impiety. 

*' The difficulty, my ^od Lord, is to cimquer 
yourself, Whfeh is the height of good valoUr and 
fbrtitude ; ^hereunto all your honourable actions 
hate intended. Db it in this, and God Will be 
pleased, h^r Majesty (I doubt ntot) well satisfied^ 
your conhtry will take good, and your firifends 
IdKe coxhfdrt by it ; arid yourself (I mention you 
last, for I well know that of all these you esfaiem 
yourself least) shall receive honour, and your ene- 
rniei^ (if you have any) shall be disappointed of 
their bitter sweet hopes. 

*' I have delivered what 1 thiiik siiriply and 
truly ; and leave you to determine, according to 
your wisdom. If I have erred, it is error ttmoris, 
not amor erroris ; Construe and accept it, I be- 
iseeeh you, as I mean it ; not as an advice, bttt as 
an opinion, to be allowed ot^ cahcelled At your 
{Measure. If I niight have conveniiefttly cotlftilired 
Vith yourself ih p^rsbh, I would nOt havetronblM 
you widi so many idle blots. "Whatsoever ydu 
judge of this mine opinion, yet bi^ assumed, iny 
desire is to further all good m'ltahs IHat may teud 
to your good, and -so wishing you all hOtMMlfible 
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hapjHness^ Fresft your Lordship's most ready and 
faithful^ though unable poor friend. 



The EarVs answer. 

** My very good Lord^ — Though there is not 
the ipan this day living whom I would sooner 
make a Judge of any question that did concern me 
then yourselfj yet you must give me leave to tell 
you^ that^ in some cases^ I must appeal from all 
earthly judges ; and if in any^ then surely in this^ 
when the highest judge on earth hath imposed 
upon me the heaviest punishment^ without trial or 
hearing. * Since then I must either answer your 
Lordship's arguments^ or forsake mine own Just 
defence, I will force my aching head to do me 
service for an hour. 

'^ I must first deny my discouragement^ which 
was forced to be an humorous discontent^ and in 
that it was unseasonable, and is too long in con- 
tinuing, your Lordship should rather condole with 
me than expostulate.. Natural seasons arQ ex- 
pected here below, but violent and unseasonable 
storms come from above ; there is no tempest to 
the passionate indignation of a Prince, nor tliat at 
any time so unreasonable, as when it lighteth on 
those that might expect an harvest of their pain- 
fill and careful labours. He that is* once woun^I- 

« 

ed, must feel smart, till his wound is cured^ or the 

s 4 
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part senceless : but cure I expect non e, her Ma- 
jesty's heart being obdurate^ and being without 
sence^ I cannot. But then you say^ I may aim at 
the end ; I dp more then aim^ for I see an etid of 
all niy fortunes^ and have set an end to all my de* 
^ires. In this course, do I any thing for mine 
Enemies? When I was present^ I found them 
absolute^ and therefore I had rather they should 
triumph alone^ then have me attendant upon their 
chariot. Or do I leave my friends ? When I 
was a courtier^ I could yield then no fruit of any 
love to them ; now I am an hermit, they shall bear 
no envy for their love of me. Or do I forsake 
myself, because I do enjoy myself? Or do I 
overthrow my fortunes, because 1 build not a for- 
tune of paper walls, which every puff of wind 
blows down ? Or do I ruinate mine honour, be- 
cause I leave following the pursuit, or wearing 
the false marks of the shadow of honour? Do I 
give courage or comfort to the fortunate enemies^ 
because I reserve myself to encounter them, or 
because I keep mine heart from baseness, though 
1 cannot keep my fortune from declining ? No, 
no^ I give every one of these considerations his 
due right, and the mote I weigh them, the more 
1 find myself justified from offending in any of 
them. As for the two last objections, that I for- 
sake my country when it hath most need of me, 
and fail in that indissoluble duty which I owe to 
my Sovereign— I answer, that if my country had 
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Rt this time need of my public services^ her IVfa- 
j^sty^ ^bo governs it^ would not have driven me 
into a private life. 

'^ I am tied to my country by two bands; one 
public^ to discharge carefully, feithfully^ and in- 
dustriously, that trust which is committed unto 
m^ ; and the other private^ to sacrifice for it my 
life and carcass^ which have been nourished in it. 
Of the first I am free^ being dismissed or disabled 
by her Majesty. Of the other^ nothing can free 
me but deaths and therefore no occasion of per- 
formance shall offer itself but I will meet it half 
way. The indissoluble duty which I owe to her 
Majesty is the duty of allegiance, which I wiU 
never or can feil in ; the duty of attendance is no 
indissoluble duty. I owe her Majesty service of 
an Earl^ and of a Marshall of England. I have 
been contented to do her the service of a clerk, 
but can never serve her as a villain or a slave. — 
But yet (you say) I must give way to time; so I 
do^ for now I see the storm come^ I have put my- 
self into harbour. Seneca says^ we must give way 
to fortune; I know that fortune is blind and 
strong, and therefore I go as far out of the way as 
I can. You say, the remedy is not to strive : I 

• 

neither strive nor seek for remedy — ^but I must 
yield and submit. I can never yield myself to be 
guilty, or this imposition lately laid upon me^ to be 
just : I owe so much to the author of truths as I 
never yidd truth to be falsehood^ nor ialsdiood to 
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.h% trath. Have I given cause (you asjjc) and take 
a scandal ? Noj I gave not cause to take up so 
much as Fimbrius his complaint^ fori did — Mum, 
tetum eorpore, ccapere. I patiently bear all, and 
sensibly feel all that I then received. When this 
scandal was given me, nay when the vilest of all 
indignities were done unto me, doth religion en* 
force me to serve ? Doth God require it ? It is 
inlpiety not to do it ? Cannot Princes err ? Can- 
not subjects receive wrong? Is an earthly power 
or authority infinite ? Pardon me, pardon me, my 
Lordj I can never submit to these principles ; but 
Solomon's fool laughs when he is stricken. Let 
those who mean to make their profit by Princes' 
fault^i shew to have no fear of Princes' injuries. 
Let then^ acknowledge an infinite absoluteness on 
earth> that do not believe in an absolute infinite- 
iless in Heaven. As for me, I have received 
wrong ; I fed it ; my cause is good ; I know it ; 
and whatsoever come, all the powers on earth can 
never shew more strength and constancy in op- 
{Hressilig, then I can shew in suffering whatsoever 
shall b6 imposed upon me. 

*^ Year Lordships in the beginning of your let- 
ter, made yourself a looker on^ and me a player of 
mine own game ; so you may see more than I do :, 
but yOtt muA give me leave to tell jou> in the end 
0f ilune, since that you but see, and I suffer, I 
must of necessity fed more than you. I must 
crave your Lordriiq>'s patience, to give him that 



huth a cfabbed fortune leave to use a crabbed 
style : but whattoever my style is, there is no 
heart more humble, nor more effected toward your 
Lordship^ then that of your Lordship's poor friend^ 

" Esstt." 



The reig^ of Queen Elizabeth is drawn in such 
flattering colours by most histornns (but more par- 
ticularly by those who wrote at that period)^ that 
impartiality demands a contrast to the numerous 
Tirtues she is so universally allowed to possess^ to 
be brought forward^ in which will be discovered a 
cruel and tyrannical disposition; amongst many 
instani^es, there i» none more decided^ so than 
the case of the unfortunate Mary Queen of ScotSj 
a catastrophe too well known to requirie much said 
on the subjeet ;'r— y et this wwk coidd not be con- 
sidered as complete without introducing some 
account of it: a selection^ therefore^ is made 
from the best authorities-^Stranguag^ Oambden^ 
IkCk dc. 



Th« Que«ii «f SoMfend being informed that the 
Paifitoient ttf Bnghnd bad conirmed the itfn- 
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tence pronounced llgainst her by the Commis* 
sioners^ wrote the following* letter to Queen 
Elizabeth : 

" Madam^— I give thanks to God^ with all my 
hearty who, by the sentence of deaths hath been 
pleased to put an end to the tedious pilgrimage of 
my life. I desire not that it may be prolonged^ 
having had too long a time to try the bitterness 
of it. I only beseech your Majesty, since I am 
to expect no fitvour from some zealous ministers 
of state^ who hold the first place in your councels, 
I may receive from you only^' and from no other^ 
these following favours : — In the first place^ I de- 
sire^ that since it is allowed me to hope for a bu- 
rial place in England^, that I may be decently in- 
terred^ according to the rites and ceremonies of 
the Catholic churchy of which I am a member, and 
in which iaith all your Predecessors and mine lived 
and died ; and when my enemies are satisfied 
with the shedding of my bloody that my servants 
may be allowed to carry my bones into France^ 
to be there interred with the bones of the Queen, 
my most honoured mother. Secondly, I beseech 
your Majesty^ in the apprehension which I have 
of the tyranny of those to whose power you aban- 
don me, that I may not suffer in any private place^ 
but in the view of my servants, and other people, 
who may give a testimony of my fiuth, and of my 
obedience to the true church'^ and defend this pe- 
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riod of my life agaiBst the fieilse Teport9 wbicb ray. 
adversaries may contrive against me. In the tluid* 
place, T require that my servants^ who have at* 
tended on tee with great fidelity, during so many 
afflictions^ may have firee leave to retire where they 
please^ and enjoy tho9e small legacies which^ in 
my last wiU, my poverty has bequeathed to them. 
I conjure you^ Madam^ by the Uood of Jesa^ 
Christ, by the nearness of our consanguinity, by 
the memory of Henry the Seventh^ our commoa 
father, and by the title of a Queen, which I carry 
to my grave, not to deny me these reasonable 
demands, but by one word^ under your hand^ tp 
grant me an assurance of them — then I shall die 
as I have lived, 

" Your most affectionate sister, 
1587- '^MabvR' 



There is in Mr. Cravdbrd's Collections, in the 
Lawyer's Library, a copy of a relation vmt by an 
eye-witness, by Secretary Cecil's command, of the 
Queen's behaviour a little before and at her exe- 
cution ; which, for the reader's satisfaction is here 
inserted. 

'' It being certified to her, on the sixth of Fe- 
bruary, 1587, by the Earls of Kent and Sbrewsr 
bury. Sir Amias Paulett, and Sir Drew Druiy, that 



siift was to pn{i|ffe lieffsdf to die on the eighth; 
fdie seemed no ways GODcwned^ but teoAj^i the 
DMssage with a simk^ and said, '* That deaUi was 
wekorae to her, since her majesty, weald haye it 
so; ajad that sonl unworthy <tf the fniikioii <^ hea- 
venly joys for erer, whose body, in this world, 
woidd not be coi^trat to endure the stroke ei the 
axecationer for a moment' 

Thensh^ desued that she ought hwre the liberty 
to canfier srtth her Confessor, about the staie of 
her soul; and with Afefarin, her steward, concern* 
img her testament ; and required tl)at sl|e might 
have sMie longer time aUowed her to put her af- 
fidrs in ofder« But the fieri of Shrewdrary re- 
plied, 'No, no, Madam, you must die; and we 
cannot grant longer dday> nor your OonfeSBor, 
but we wnH send you the Dean of Peterborough;' 
but she would not hear of him, and so they left 
her. 

'' When they were gone, she commanded them 
to make haste with her suppefj and she siqpped 
HMuringfy; but after the same mawer thut 9be 
usually did. In time jof Wfip», p^ro^vipg her 
servants alt in team, with an undaimt«4 pnindj ^^ 
eadmrled them to hecheerfiul, and rather 4o rqjoj^ 
than mourn, for she was now to be fireed fiom all 
her troubles and suffmngs. Then calling for a 
g^ass of wine^ she diankto tbe«n ^U, ai>d made 
eadi of Ihon pledge hor, i^iich th#y 4id vpon th^ 

hneos, nsagling their Ifl^n 4alh tlMsi 9Jo4 
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begging pardoh for neglect of duty. After supper 
she read over her testametit, and the inventory of 
her goods and moveables^ and wrote on them the 
names of those to whom she appointed them ; and 
the gold and silver she had^ .she put in different 
purses^ according to the number of her servants^ 
and according to their merit and qualitie3j iand dis- 
tributed it amongst them. Then she called for 
pen^ ink^ and paper^ and wrote to her son^ Che 
King of France^ the iSuises^ and to her Confessor, 
to pray to God for her. After this she' if^ent to 
bed^ and slept soundly for some hours^ and the rest 
of the night she spent in prayer. 

'^The iatal day being come, betwixt eight and 
nine in the morning she was advertised by Thomas 
Andrews, Sheriff of the jShires^ whilst she was at 
her prayers^ that the hour was come^ upon which 
she immediately arose and went with him. She 
appeared on the day appointed^ being tall of body^ 
corpulent^ -round shouldered^ her face fat and 
broads double chined^ and hazel eyed^ her bor- 
rowed hair brown. Her attire was^ she had on 
her head a dressing of hwn^ edged with bonlace, 
a pomander chain, and an Agnus Dei about her 
neck^ a crucifix in her hand^ and a pair of beads 
at her girdle^ with a golden cross at the end of 
them ; a veil of lawn fiEu»tened on her caul^ bowed 
out with wire^ and edged round about with bon- 
hce ; her gown was of black satin printed^ with a 
train, and long sleeves to the grouiid, set widi 
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acorn buttons ofjet^ trimmed with pearls^ and short 
sleeves of black cut satin^ with a pair of sleeyes of 
purple velvet whole ; under them her mirtie whokj 
of figured black satin^ her petticoat upper body 
inlaid in the back of crimson satin^ and her petti* 
toat skirts of crimson velvet, her shoes of Spanish 
leather, with the rough side outwards, a pair of 
g^een silk garters, her nether stockings worsted 
coloured, watched and clocked with silver, and 
edged on the top with silver, and next her legs a 
pair of Jersey hose white. Thus attired^ she 
went cheerfully to the place of execution, being 
gently supported by two of Sir Amies Pawlett's 
chief gentlemen ; Mr. Andrews, the High Sheriff, 
going before her, she was met at the Great Hall 
by the two Earls, and all the rest. 

" At the entry into the Great Hall, she found 
her servant Melvil kneeling, who, all in tears, ad- 
dressed her thus. 

^^ ' Ah ! Madam, unhappy me, what man on earth 
was ever before the messenger of such important 
sorrow and heaviness as I shall be, when I shall 
report that my good and gracious Queen and nus- 
tress is beheaded in England.' And there he 
stopped, not being able to say more for weeping. 
Then the Queen said to him^ ' My good and ftith- 
ful servant, cease to lament, for thou hast cause 
rather to rejoice than mourn, for now thou shalt 
see Mary Stuart's troubles receive their long ex- 
pected end; for, know my good servant, that all 
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the world is but vanity^ and subject still to more 
sorrow than an ocean of tears can bewail. But I 
pray thee carry this message from me, that 1 do 
die a true woman to my religion^ and like a woman 
of Scotland and France. But God forgive them 
that have long desired away my life^ and thirsted 
after my bloody as the hart doth for the water 
brooks. Oh^ God ! thou who are the author of 
truth, and truth itself iuiows the inward chamber 
of my thoughts^ how that I was ever willing that 
Scotland and England should be united together. 
Well ! commend me to my son^ and tell him that 
1 have done nothing prejudicial to the state and 
kingdom of Scodand. Good Melvil fiarewel.' 

'' And then she gave him her hand to kiss^ and 
wsis observed to drop some tears^ which was 
thought to proceed from the mentioning her son ; 
then she said again^ ' Good Melvil farewell and 
pray for thy mistress and Queen.' Then turning 
to the lords^ she told them, * That she had some 
few things to ask of th«m ; one was^ for a sum of 
money^ which Sir Amies Pawlett knew she owed 
to one Curl, her servant; next^ that her poor ser- 
vants might have and enjoy, with quietness, what 
she had given them by her will and testament ; 
that they might be favourably treated, and sent 
safely to their respective countries : and lastly, that 
her poor servants might be^resent at her deaths 
that their eyes might behold, and their hearts be 
witnesses, how patiently their Queen and mistress 

T 



S74 BEAUTIES OF 

« 

should endure her execution ; that thereby they 
mi^ht be able to make a relation^ when they came 
to their own countries^ how she died a true con- 
stant Catholic to her religion/ 

" The Earl of Kent told her, ' That if that were 
granted, either by their speeches, or practices, 
they might do things not fitting for them to allow^ 
if it were no more than the superstitious trumpery 
of dipping their handkerchiefs in her blood/ To 
which she replied, ' My Lord, I will give my word 
(although it be but dead) that they shall not de- 
serve any blame, in any of the actions you have 
named : but alas ! poor souls, it would do them 
good to bid their mistress fereweli And I hope 
your mistress, being a maiden queen, will vouch- 
safe, in regard to womanhood, that I should have 
some of my own people about me at my death ; 
and I know her majesty hath not given you any 
such strict command ; but that you may grant me 
a request of a far greater courtesy than this, 
though I were a woman oT a far meaner station 
than the Queen of Scotland is. ' 

'' And perceiving that she was not likely to ob- 
tain it, she burst forth in tears, saying, ^ I am 
cousin to your Queen, and descended from your 
blood royal, Henry the Eighth, and a married 
Queen of France^ and an anointed Queen of 
Scotland/ 

^' Then the Lords, after several consultations, 
granted her request, and desired her to chuse a 
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few of her own servants ; and she made choice of 
Melvilj her physician^ and her apothecary^ her 
surgeon^ and another old man ; and of her women^ 
two that used to sleep in the same room with her. 
^' Then, supported by Sir Amies Pawlett's two 
servants, and Melvil carrying up her train, she 
went into the Great Hall, with an unparallelled cou- 
rage and serenity of countenance. She went up 
to the scafibld, the sheriff, lords, knights, and gen- 
tlemen going before her; the scaffold was two 
foot high, and twelve foot broad, with rails round 

• 

about, hung and covered with black, with a low 
chair, and a cushion ; the block was likewise co- 
vered with black : then she, having the chair 
brought to her, she' sat down, and on her right 
hand stood the Earls of Kent and Shrewsbury, and 
on her left, Mr. Andrews, the sheriff, and opposite 
to her the two executioners, and round the rails a 
great many knights, gentlemen, and others,. Si- 
lence being made. Queen Elizabeth's commission 
for the execution was read, by Mr. Beal, Clerk of 
the Council ; and after it was done, all the people 
vrith a loud voice, cried, ' God save the Queen-.' 
During the reading of the commission, she was 
very silent, listening to it with so careless a re- 
gard, and such a cheeriiil countenance, as if it had 
been a remission for her. 

" Then, Doctor Fletcher, Dean of Peterbo- 
rough, standing directly before her, without the 
rails, bending his body with great reverence, gave 

T 3 
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ber a long exhortation^ which she bteirupted 
three times^ by telling him^ ^Mr. Dean^ do not 
trouble yourself^ or me; for know that I am settled 
in the ancient Catholic and Roman religion, in 
defence whereof, by God's grace^ I mind to spend 
my blood/ And, notwithstanding the earnest so- 
licitations of the Dean, backed by that of the two 
Earls, she would not join with them in prayer, but 
prayed aloud, in Latin, all the time; but when the 
Dean was done, she kneeled and prayed, in 
English, for Christ's afflicted churchy for Queen 
Elizabeth, and for her son. Then, holding up 
the crucifix, which she held in her hand, she said, 
' That she hoped to be saved, in and by the blood 
of Jesus Christ, at the foot of whose crucifix she 
shed her blood/ After prayer she kissed the cru- 
cifix^ and signing herself with the cross, she said, 
" Even as thy arms, Jesus Christ, was spread here 
upon the cross, so receive me, I beseech thee, into 
the arms of thy mercy, and forgive me all my 
sins/ 

" Then, forgiving her executioners and all her 
enemies, she hastened her maids to take off her 
upper garments ; and finding that they could not 
refrain from weeping most bitterly, and ciying 
aloud, she gently reproved them ; saying, that she 
had passed her word for their good behaviour ; 
and then signing them with the cross, she em- 
braced, kissed them, and bade them fieurewell. Her 
i^ce being then covered with a linen cloth, she 
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laid her head down upon the blocks she repeated 
aloud the 31st Psalm; 'In thee^ O Lord^ I put 
my trusty' and stretching out her arms, after she 
had repeated the whole Psalm^ repeated again the 
fifth verse: 'Unto thine hands^ O Lord^ I commit 
my spirit ; thou hast redeemed me, O Lord God 
of truth/ This was the sign she had appointed 
for the executioner; who gave her three strokes 
with the. axe^ before he separated her head from 
the body. Then^ taking up the head^ he shewed 
it openly^ all full of blood, and mangled with the 
strokes he had given it, (yet still carrying those 
attractive charms of beauty and majesty, that were 
so conspicuous in her) with a loud voice, he said, 
' Long live Queen Elizabeth, and so let the ene- 
mies of the Gospel perish :' which words were re- 
peated by the Dean and the two Earls ; but all 
the rest of the spectators were dissolved in tears, 
for amongst them all, there were not above four 
able to contain themselves from weeping most bit- 
terly ; yet, amidst their tears, she shewed such a 
. serenity and firmness of soul, that is hard to be 
imitated; telling the spectators, with a smile, 
when her maids were undressing her for execu- 
tion, ' That it vras a new spectacle, to behold a 
Queen brought to die upon a scaffold ; and that 
she used * not to be undressed before so great a 
company, and to have two hangmen to attend her 
for her Grooms of the Chambers; but' she added, 
' we must submit to what Heaven is pleased to 

T 3 
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have done^ and obey the decrees of Divine Pro- 
vidence/ 

^^ There was one remarkable thing which hap- 
pened at her deaths and which ought not to be 
omitted^ and that is^ the strange and surprising 
instinct of a Uttle dog that she had^ whom they 
could never separate from her without doing vio* 
lence to her majesty^ sheltering himself always 
beneath her royal robes; and when the blood 
began to flow about him^ he lapped some of it^ 
and would never afterwards be induced to take 
meat or drink^ but died for grief, &c. &c/' 



Sir Thomas Craig's description of Mary Queen 

of Scats. 

" I have often heard the most serene Princess 
Mary^ Queen of Scotkiid^ ^scourse so appositely 
and rationally, in all affairs, which were brought 
before the Privy Councel, that she was admired by 
all ; and when most of the councddors were silent, 
being astonished, they straight declared them* 
selves to be of her opinion ; she rebuked them 
sharply, and exhorted them to speak fredy, as 
became unprejudiced councellors, against her 
opinion, that the best reasons might overrule thdr 
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determinations. And truly her reasonings were 
so strong and clear^ that she could turn their hearts 
to what side she pleased. She had not studied 
law^ and yet by the natural light of her judgment, 
when she reasoned on matters of equity and jus- 
tice^ she oft times had the advantage of the ablest 
lawyers. Her other discourses and actions were 
suitable to her great judgment; no ^ord ever 
dropped from her mouthy that was not exactly 
weighed and pondered. A6 for her liberality and 
other virtues^ they were well known/' 

Craig's Answer to Ddeman. 

" She was interred in the cathedral church of 
Peterborough^ and her funerals were kept most 
magnificently in Paris^ at the charge of the Guises^ 
who performed all the best offices of kindred for 
their cousin> both alive and dead^ to their great 
commendation. Near to the grave the foUowing 
epitaph^ in the Latin tongue, was affixed, and 
forthwith taken away. It is thus translated." 

" Mary, Queen of Scotland, daughter of a king, 
widow of the King of France, kinswoman and 
Qext heir to the Queen of England, adorned with 
royal virtues and princely spirit; having often, but 
in vain, implored to have the right due to a prince, 
done unto her. The ornament of our. age, and 
Hunor of princes, by a barbarous and tyrannous 
cruelty is cut off; .and by oiie and the same in- 

T 4 
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famous judgment, both Mary, Queen of Scotland^ 
is punished with unnatural death, and all kings 
living, as well as other men, made liable to a civil 
death. A strange and unheard of grave is here, 
in which the living are included with the dead ; lor 
Vfith the ashes of this blessed Mary, know thou^ 
that the majesty of all kings and princes are de- 
pressed and violated. And because this regai 
secret doth sufficiently admonish all kings of their 
duty. Traveller, I will say no more.*' 

'^ Great search was made after the author of tbi^ 
epitaph, but he could not be discovered ; but« it 
Mras afterwards found to be composed by the 
famous Adam Blackwood/' . 



An Jcanmt of the Entertainmeta given to King 
James the First, by Sir OKoer Cromwdl, on his 
Jirst coming to the Crown. Undscy. 

'* On the S7th of April, his highness removed 
tovrards Hinchingbrook, to Sir Oliver Cromwell's^ 
and by the way dined at Sir Anthony Mildmay's, 
where nothing Wanted in a subjects duty to his 
sovereign. Dinner and banque^being passed, 
and the king about to depart. Sir Anthony pre- 
sented his Grace with a gallant Barbary horse. 
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and rich saddle and furniture suitable^ which his 
highness thankfully accepted^ and rode toward Sir 
Oliver CromweU's : and about some half mile be- 
fore he came there^ his majesty was met by the 
Bailie of Huntingdon^ who made to him a long 
oration^ and there delivered to him the sword^ 
which his highness gave to the Earl of Southamp- 
ton^ to bear before him to Sir Oliver Cromwell's 
house ; where his highness^ with all their comets^ 
had such entertainment^ as not the like had been 
seen before. The particulars thereof (as I have 
heard) are as followeth. There was such plenty 
and variety of meats^ and diversity of wines^ and 
the cellars open to ^very man's pleasure. There 
attended also at Sir Oliver Cromwell's^ the heads 
of the University of Cambridge^ all clad in scariet 
gowns and comer caps ; which^ having presence 
of his majesty^ there made an eloquent and learned 
oration^ in Latin^ welcoming his majesty^ and alsa 
entreating the confirmation of their priviledges, 
which his grace most vnllingly granted. 

'' Mr. Cromwell presented his majesty vnth 
many rich and acceptable gifts^ as a very great 
and fair vm>ught standing cup of gold, goodly 
horses^ deep mouthed hounds^ divers hawks, of 
excellent vring, and at the remove, gave fifty 
pounds sterling amongst his majesty's officers. 
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A relation of the Clemency of Jami^ the 
and a copy of a letter written with bifi own hand, 
to counter-check his former warrant for the exe* 
cution of the Lords Grey and Cobham^ and of 
Markham^ for Treason. These executions were 
to take phce on- the Friday foUowing, before ten 
of the clock. Notwithstanding^^ his Majesty^ more 
moved to mild mercy then to the high stiain of 
justice^ of his princely and free clemency gi^ve 
life unto those persons expecting present deaths 
and wrote in these words : (S^eedJ 

'' Although it be true that all well governed and 
flounshing kingdoms^ and commonwealths^ are 
estafaliBhed by justice^ and that these two^ noUe- 
men byiiirthy that are now upon ^e point of exe- 
cutiQU^ ase^ for their treasonable piactices^ eon* 
demned by the law^ and adjudged worthy of the 
execution thereof^ to the example and terror of 
others : the one of them having filthfly piactised 
Ae overthrow of the whole kingdom^ and the 
other for the suiprize of our own person : yet^ in 
regard that this is the first year of our reign in 
this kingdom^ and that never.. king vnw so ftr 
obliged to his people, as we have been to this^ by 
our entry here^ with so hearty and general sqp- 
pbtuse of all soTts.-— Amongst whom, all the 
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folks, friends^ and allies of the said condenmed 
persons^ were as forwatd and dutiful as any other 
our g6od subjects^ as also^ at the very time of 
their attainture and arraignment^ none did more 
freely and readily give their assent to their con- 
victioii^ and t6 deliver them into the hands of jus- 
tice^ then so many of their nearest kinsmen and 
allies (as being Peers) were upon their jury ; as 
likewise^ in regard that justice hath in some sort 
gotten course already^ by the execution of the two 
Priests^ and George Brook, that were the princi- 
pal plotters and enticers of all the rest : to the em- 
bracing of the said treasonable machinations^ we^ 
therefore^ being resolved to mix clemency with 
justice^ are contented^ and by these presents com- 
maBd yon, our present Sheriff pf JHampshire^ to 
supercede the execution of the said two noble- 
men, and to take them back to their prison again^ 
till our further pleasure be. known. Aiid nnce 
we wiQ not have our laws to have respect to per- 
sons, in sparing tHe gneat and striking the meaner 
sott, it is our pleasure that th^ like course be also 
taken with MarUmm^ being forry firom our heart, 
diat Mwii h not c^ly the heinous nature of die 
said condemned persons' crime, but even the cor- 
nqpljioa is so great, as their natural dispositions, as 
the €V» we have, for the safety apd quiet of our 
state and good sulgects, will not permit us to use 
that clemency towards them, which, in oar ovm 
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natural indinaiions^ ive might very easily be per 
suaded unto.'' 



" This letter, thus framed, the delivery tiiereof 
his Majesty committed unto one John Gibbs, a 
Scottish gentleman, a discreet person, and free 
from dependency of any nobleman or councellor, 
neither was he of any extraordinary rank, as vrell 
that the bystanders should not observe any al- 
teration for the execution, or the delinquents them- 
selves take any apprehension by his presence ; . to 
the end, that each of them should prepare to 
breathe out their last breath, with a true confes- 
sion of their secret consciences. 

'^ The time approaching. Sir Griffin Markham 
was brought to the scaffold (to that end erected 
on the Castle Green), and made himself ready for 
the stroke of the axe, when secretly Master Gibb 
delivered unto the Sheriff, Sir Benjamin Tich- 
borne, the Ring's warrant to the contrary, who, 
soon perceiving his Majesty's intent, took back 
the prisoner (as if he were first to confront the 
two Lords in the haU, upon some service to the 
King) from the scaffold, and brought him into the 
Gastle Hall. Then was the Lord Grey brought 
forth, who having poured out his prayers unto 
Crod, at length kneeling down for the stroke of 
death, the Sheriff bad stay, telling the Lord that 
some further service was expected of him, and 
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thereupon likewise led him into the Castle. The 
Lord Cobham then was brought to the scaffold, 
whoj being in prayers^ and preparation for deaths 
the Lord Grey and Sir Griffin were brought back 
tigain^ where the prisoners^ all three appearing 
together on the scaffold^ the Sheriff notified his 
Majesty's warrant for the stay of their execution ; 
and that as then they should not die. Upon which 
rare clemency^ unexpected both of prisoners and 
spectators^ arose such shouts of the people as was 
wonderful^ crying * God save the King ;' and the 
condemned^ overcome with his clemency, wished 
they might sacrifice their lives to redeem their 
own faults^ and to repurchase so merciful a 
Prince's love." 



The compiler of this work (conceiving it more 
particularly adapted for the perusal of youth, or 
those whose reading is confined) has, throughout, 
endeavoured to select such passages from the an- 
cient English authors, as, together with amuse- 
ment and information, should convey the finest 
moral lessons to the mind. It cannot, therefore, 
be continued with a more appropriate story for 
that purpose, then the one which follows; and 
which is introduced to prove, in the most forcible 
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manner, of how little estimation youth, beauty, 
rank, splendour, and princely favour is, when un- 
attended by those superior advantages, which are 
the chief and most brilliant ornaments of human 
nature — virtue, honour, religion, justice, and mo- 
rality. 



!%€ story of Sir RtAert Carr, afierwards Earl of 

Somerset. 

" About the end of the year 1609, Robert 
Carr, a youth of twenty years of age, and of a 
good femily in Scotland, arrived in London. All 
his natural accomplishments consisted in his 
beauty : all his acquired abilities in an easy air 
and graceful demeanour. He had letters of re- 
commendation to bis countiyman. Lord Hay, and 
that nobleman no sooner cast his eyes upon him, 
then, recollecting the king's passion for youth and 
beauty, and exterior appearance, he studied how 
matters might be adjusted that this new object 
might make the strongest impression upon him. 
Without mentioning him at Court, he assigned 
him the office, at a match of tilting, of presenting 
to the king his buckler and 'device, and hoped he 
would attract the attention of the monarch. For- 
tune proved fovourable to his design, by an acci- 
dent, which bore at first a contrary aspect. 
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'' When Carr was advancing to execute his of- 
fice, his unruly horse flung him^ .and broke his 
leg^ in the king's presence. James approached 
with pity and concern ; love and affection arose 
on the sight of his beauty and tender years^ and 
the Prince ordered him immediately to be lodged 
in the Pdace^ and to be carefully attended. He 
himself^ after the tilting^ paid him a visits and re^ 
turned frequently during his confinement. The 
ignorance and simplicity of the boy compleating 
the conquest, begun by his exterior graces and 
accomplishments — James became desirous that 
this new Ihvourite should' derive from him all his 
sense^ experience, and knowledge. Highly con^ 
ceited of his own wisdom^ he pleased himself vrith 
the fancy of rendering this raw youth (by his own 
instructions) equal in knowledge to his sagest mi-* 
nisters. Every day growing more attached to 
this minion^ he soon knighted him^ created him 
Viscount Rochester^ gave him the Garter^ and 
brought him into the Privy CouncelL 

'^ The favourite was not at first so intoxicated 
with advancement, as not to be sensible of his own 
ignorance and inexperience^ in which he had re- . 
course to the advice and assistance of his friend 
Sir Thomas Overbury^ who was a judicious and 
sincere councellor^ who endeavoured to instill in-* 
to him the principles of prudence and discretion. 
And s6 long as he was contented to be ruled by 
Overbury 'ndvice, and friendly couAcelL he en- 
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joyed^ what is rare^ the highest fiivour of the 
Prince> without being hated by the people. 

^^ To complete the measure of courtly happi- 
ness^ nought was wanting but a kind and beautiful 
mistress ; and where high fortune concurred with 
all the graces of youth and beauty, this circum- 
stance could not be difficult to attain. But it was 
here that the favourite met with that rock^ on 
which all his fortunes were wrecked^ and which 
plunged him for ever in an abyss of infamy^ guilty 
and misery. 

*' No sooner had James mounted the throne^ 
than he remembered his. friendship for the unfor- 
tunate families of Howai*d and Devereux^ who had 
suflfered for their attachment to the cause of Mary 
and his own. Having restored young EIsse3^ to 
his blood and dignity^ he sought the farther plea- 
sure of uniting these &milies, by the marriage of 
the Earl of Essex with Lady Francis Howard, 
daughter to the Earl of Suffolk^ (he having con- 
ferred the titles of Suffolk and Northamptofi, on 
two brothers of the house of Norfolk). She being 
then only thirteen, and the Earl fourteen, it was 
judged proper he should pass some years abroad 
on his travels. 

'^ After an absence of four years he returned to 
England, and was highly delighted to find big 
Countess in the full lustre of beauty, and the ad- 
miration of the whole court. But when the Earl 
aiq[)roached to claim her as his bride, he met with 
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the coldest repulse, and positive refusal to receive 
him as her husband. Disgusted with reitemted 
denials of his claim to her aflFections, he at last gave 
over the pursuit, and abandoned her conduct to 
her own will and discretion. 

'' Siich coldness and aversion in Lady Essex, 
arose from her strong attachment to another ob- 
ject; the favourite had oflFered his addresses to her, 
and had been too successful in making an impres- 
sion on the tender heart of the Countess : and the 
lover and the mistress looked forward with impa- 
tient anxiety, for the moment when a divorce from 
her marriage with the Earl of Essex, should per- 
mit their public union. 

'' So momentous an affair could not be con- 
cluded without consulting Overbury, with whom 
Rochester was accustomed to share all his secrets. 
But great was Overbury 's alarm and dismay, when 
Rochester mentioned his design of marrying the 
Countess.; and he used every method to dissuade 
his friend from so foolish an attempt; he repre- 
sented how invidious, how difficult an enterprize 
it was to procure her divorice from her husband; 
how dangerous, how shameful to take into his own 
bed a profligate woman, who, being married to a 
young nobleman of the first rank, had not scrupled 
to prostitute her character, and to bestow &vour8 
on the object of a capricious and momentary pas- 
sion. And in the zeal of friendship, went so far 
as to threaten Rochester, that he would separate 
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himself for ever from hiia, if he oouM so for forget 
his honour and his interest, as to prosecute the in- 
tended marriage. 

" Rochester had the weakness to reveal this 
conversaUon to the Countess of Essex ; and wh«i 
her rage and fury broke out on Orerbnry, he had 
also the weakness to enter into her vindictive pro- 
jects, and to swear revenge against his friend, but 
for this purpose seme contrivance was necessaiy. 
Rochester addressed himself to the king, and after 
compluning that fais own indulgence to Overbory 
had begot in him a degree of arrogance, vriuch 
was extremely ^sagreeable, he procured a com- 
mission for his embassy to Russia, which he re- 
presented as aretreat for his friend, both profitable 
and honourable. When consulted by Overbury, 
be earnestly dissuaded hira from accepting this 
offer, and took on himself the task of satisfying the 
king, if he should be any ways displeased at his 
refusal. To the king again he aggravated the 
insolence of Oveibury's refusal and conduct, so 
much, that he obtained a warruit for committing 
him to Uie Tower ; which James intended merely 
as a slight punishment for his disobetlience. The 
lieutenant of the Tower (Sir Jervis Elvis) was a 
creature of Rochesto^s, and had been l^ely put 
bat c^Sce for this veiy purpose: he confined 
)ury so strictly, that the unhl^>py prisoner 
lebarred from the sight of even his nearest 
>ns, and no communicaUon of any kind was 
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allowed with hitn^ during near six months which 
he lived in prison. 

*^ This dbstacte being removed^ the levers pur- 
sued their purpose ; and the king himself^ forget- 
ing the dignity of his character, and his friendship 
for the family of Essex^ entered zealously into the* 
project of procuring the Countess a tlivorce from 
her husband. Essex also embraced the opportu- 
nity of separating himself from a bad woman^ by 
whom be was hated^ and -he was willing t6 favour 
their success by any honourable expedient. 

" At length a sentence of divorce wto pro- 
nounced* between the Eairl of Essex atid his 
Countess^ and to crown the seene^ the kiiig^ soli- 
citous that the lady should not^ Ibse any ra^kk by 
her new marriag^^ bestowed on his minion the 
title of Earl of Somerset. 

*^ Notwithstanding this success^ the Countesa of 
Somerset was not satisfied, till she should fiuthf r 
satiate h6r revenge on Sir Thomas Overbury ; ai^d 
she engaged her husband^ as well as her unclej 
the Earl of Northampton^ in the atrocious design 
of taking him off secnetly by poison. Fruitless 
attempts were reiterated by weak poisons ; but aff 
last^ they gave him one so sudden and violent^ that 
the symptoms were apparent to every one who 
approached him. His interment was hurried on 
with the greatest precipitation^ and though a 
strong suspicion immediately prevailed^ the fuH 
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proof of the crime • was not broug'ht - to light till 
some years after. 

" The favourite had hitherto escaped the en- 
quiry of justice^ but he had not escaped that still 
voice^ which can make itself heard amidst all the 
hurry and flattery of a courts and astonishes the 
criminal^ with a just representation of his most se- 
cret enormities. Conscious of the murder of his 
•friend. Somerset .received but small coDsolation 
from the enjoyn^epts of love^ or the utmost kind- 
ness and indulgence from his sovereign* The 
graces of his youth gradually disappeared^ the 
gaiety of his manners was obscured^ hLs^poUteness 
and obliging behaviour^ were changed in.to suflen- 
ness and silence; and the king^ whose affections 
had been engaged by these superficial accomplish^ 
ments^ began to estrange himself from a man, 
who no longer contributed to his amusement. ^But 
at lastj the discovery of Somerset's guih in the 
murder of Overbury^ decided the favourite's fate, 
and exposed him to the ruin and infamy which he 
so well merited. 

^' An Apothecaries' apprentice^ wjiio had been 
employed in making up the poisons^ having re- 
tired to Flushing, began to talk very freely o( the 
whole secret, and the affair at last came to the ears 
of TrumbaQ, the king's Envoy in the Low Coun- 
tries. By his means Sir Ralph Winwood, Secre- 
tary of State, . was informed, and he carried the 
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intelligence iminedfately to James. The king^ 
alarmed and astonished^ to find such enormous 
guilt in a man whom he had admitted into his 
bosom^ sent for Sir Edward Coke, Lord Chief 
Justice^ and earnestly recommended to him the 
most rigourous and unbiassed scrutiny into this 
mysterious afiair. This injunction was executed 
with great industry and severity*: the whole laby- 
rinth of gu3t was carefully unravelled ; the lesser 
criminals. Sir Jervis Elvis, Lieutenant of the 
Tower, Franklin, Weston, and Mrs. Turner, 
were first tried and condemned — Somerset and his 
Countess were afterwards found guilty — North- 
ampton's death a little before, had saved him from 
a like fiite. 
• *' All the accomplices in Overbury's murder re- 
ceived the punishment due to their crime ; but the 
king bestowed a pardon upon theprincipals. So- 
merset and the Countess. To soften the rigour 
of their fate after some years of imprisonment, he 
restored them to their liberty, and conferred on 
them a pension, with which they retired, and lan- 
guished out old age in infamy and obscurity; their 
guilty loves were turned into the most deadly 
hatred, and they passed many years together in 
the same house, without any intercourse or cor- 
respondence with each other." 

Abridged from Hume's History of England. 
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T%e Story of Sir Walter Raleigh, James I. 
From Sr Richard Baker's Ckratdde. 



'• Now comes to be related, and to be reflected 
on, a matter of special observation ; Sir Watter 
Raleigh had lived a condemned man, inany years 
in the Tower, and now his destiny brought him 
to his end by liberty, which it could not do by 
imprisonment For, out of a lon^ng for liberty, • 
he propounded a project unto the king; upon 
which (as he was a well q)oken man, and of a 
great capacity) he set such a colour of probability, 
especially gilding it over with the gold he coald 
fetch over from a mine in Guyana, and that with- 
out any wrong at all to the King of Spain, if he 
might be allowed to go the journey : that the king^ 
if he gcive no credit that he could perform it, at 
least gave vmy to it, that he should undertake it. 

'^ And thereupon with divem ships, accompa- 
nied with many knights, and gentlemen of quality, 
he set out on hb voyage. But when after a long 
search, or shew of search, no such place of trea* 
sure, or no such treasure could be found ; whether 
that he thought it a shame to return home with 
doing nothing, or that his mains genius thrust him 
upon the design, he fell upon St. Thomas, a town 
belonging to the King of Spain, sacked it, pillaged 
it, and burnt it ; and here was the first part of his 
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tragical voyage atted^ in the death of his eldest 
SOD ; the last part was acted in his own death, at 
his retorn. 

'^ For GendaiDore^ the Spanish leiguer, did so 
aggravate this fact to the king, against him, that 
it seemed nothing would give satisfaction but Ra- 
leigh's head; without which, he doubted there 
would follow a breach of the league between the 
two nations. 

'' Raleigh excused this, by saying, he was uiged 
to it by the Spaniards first assaulting of him ; and 
besides that, he could not come to the mine with- 
out winning this town. But Gondamore was too 
strong an adversary for him ; and the king prefer- 
ing the public peace before the life of one man, 
already condemned, gave way to have the sentence 
of his former condemnation executed upon him ; 
and thereupon brought to the King's Bench bar, 
he vras not newly arraigned, or indicted, as being 
already ' mortuees in lege,' but oQly had the former 
sentence averred against him ; and so carried to 
the Grate House, and from thence, the next morn- 
ings to Parliament Yard ;, a scaffold was then there 
erected^ upon which> after fourteen years reprieve, 
his head was cut off; at which time such abun- 
dance of blood issued from his veins, as shewed 
he had stock of nature enough left, to have conti* 
nued him niany years in life, though now above 
sixty years okL 

'^ And this was the end of the great Sir Walter 
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Raleigh. Great sometime in the favour of Queen 
Elizabeth ; and next to Drake^ the great seourg-e 
and hatred of the Spaniards — who had inany 
things to be commended in his life^ but none 
more than his constancy in death ; which he took 
with so undaunted a resolution^ that one might 
perceive he had a certain expectation of a better 
life after it. 



Extracts from the Memmr of Sir James Mdvil, 
during the reigns of Qu^n Elizabeth, Mary 
w^een of Scots, and James the First. 

The instructions given by the Constable of 
Prance to Sir James Melvil, when ftent from that 
kingdom with a commission to execute in Scot- 
land : 

'' The Queen Regent (continues Sir James) 
sent to France^ advertising her daughter^ and her 
husband^ of certain disorders in the kingdom -of 
Scotland, which required help and force to. sup- 
press in time, or all would be lost. Dedaring 
that she had ground of fear, that my Lord James, 
Prior of St. Andrew's, natural son to James the 
Piflh, would usurp the crown of Scothnd, afid, 



ANCIENT HISTORY. 897 

under pretext of the new relig^on^ pluck it clean 
away from the Queen her daughter^ unless stid-. 
den remedy were applied thereto. Upon this ad- 
vertiseniient^ some of the Council of Prance ad- 
vised presently to raise a great army for the re- 
ducing* of Scotland. But the Constable coun- 
celled the King^ whose pisnsioner I was for the 
time^ to send me into Scotland. The King first 
gave me his commission by word of mouthy and. 
then the Constable directed me at lengthy in his 
Majesty's presence^ as followeth : 

'' ' Your native Queen (saith he) is married 
here in France unto the Dauphin^ and the King 
is informed by the Cardinal of Lorrain^ that a 
bastard son to James the Fifths called the Prior 
de St. Andre^ pretends^ under colour of religion^ 
to usuip the kingdom unto himself. His Majesty 
knows that I was ever. against the said, marriage^ 
fearing thereby to make our old friends our new 
ienemies^ as is like this day to come to pass ; but 
I gave too great place to the house of Guise^ to 
deal in the affairs of Scotland^ because the Queen 
Regent is their sister. Butnow^ seeing their vior^^ 
lent proceedings are like to occasion the loss of 
the kingdom of Scotland^ I must needs meddle 
and put too my helping hand^ as having better ex- 
perience of the nature of that kingdom, than ap- 
parently- they have^ I assure you that the king is 
resolved to hazard his crown^ and all that he hath^ 
rather than that your Queen be robbed of her 
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right, lEweing she is now married unto his son. 
And he resolves to send an^arniy to Soedand for 
that effect; though he would gladly shun the 
tiouUe thereof^ if it were possible. For now af- 
ter his Majesty hath had wars l<Mig enough with 
his old enemies^ and hath agreed with them upon 
vely rational considerations^ he is loath to enter 
again into a new and. unnecessary war with his 
old firiends ; seeing there is a. probable ground of 
conjecture that it is not their de&ult^ but that the* 
same is occasioned by the harsh usage they meet 
with. 

^^ ' I hear that Monsieur d'OseU is choleric,^ 
hasty, and too passionate. Such are not qualified 
to rule over remote and foreign countries. I have 
also intelligence that the Queen Regent hath not 
kept all things promised unto them. The King^ 
piy master^ is not so rash as readily to believe that 
Scotland, who hath kept so long friendship with 
Fiance, would now so slightly break their old 
bond^ and abandon their duty to their lawful 
Prince. The King is wdi acquainted vrith the 
inconvenience which may arise upon so distant 
and beyond sea wars. He knows what charge it 
is to furnish out ships, which perchance may be 
thrice victualled e'er they make sail, by reason of 
contraiy winds, and that your seas are very dan- 
gerous. The Marquess d'Elbeuf was driven up- 
on the toast of Nwmandy when he thought to 
have landed in Scotland; so that his voyage did 
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Bogood^ though his preparations for the same 
were very expensive. Though our army were 
all well landed in Scotland^ how oft might they 
stand in need of supplies^ when we, by reason of 
these and several the like difficulties, will not be 
able to help them, whtf eof we have too good ex- 
perience, when Monsieur de Lorge was there. 

^' ' I have brought you up from a child. I un- 
derstand that you are come of an honouraUe &- 
mily. I have assured the King that I have had 
good proof of your honesty ; so that his Miy esty 
is well minded towards y ou^ at whose hand I hope 
you will deserve a good reward. This is a com- 
mission of a far gpreater impwlance than that 
which Bettencourt carried ; for the King will stay 
or send an army according to your report 6i?e 
it out that you are only come home to visit your 
friends. Let neither the Queen Regent, nor 
d'OseO, know of your commission wherein you 
are emptoyed by the King, who is now your best 
master. 

^* ' First, try diligently and perfectly well 
whether the said Prior pretends to usurp the 
crown of Scotland to himself, or as if he moved 
to take arms only for conscience sakd, in defence 
of his religion^ himself, his dependants, and asso- 
ciates. Next try what promises are broken to 
him and them, by whom, and at whose instance. 
Thirdly, if they'desire another Lieutenant in place 
ofd'Osell. 
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"' If it be only religion that moved them, we 
must commit Scottish souls unto God, for we 
have difficulty enough to rule the conscieneeB of 
Frenchmen. It is (tie obedience due unto their 
lawful Queen with their body that the King de- 
sires. If any promise be made them, and not 
kept, the King nor I are not to be blamed. If 
they- desire any other Lieutenant in place of 
d'Oselt, the King will send one, who I hope will 
please- them.' 

" After the Constable had thus ended his in- 
structions, the King laid his hand on myshoulder,- 
and said — ' Do as my cousin has directed you, 
and I shall reward you,' &c. 



An interesting account of the first introduction 
of David Rizzio to the Court of Mary Queen of 
Scotland, with the remarks of the author on his 
conduct there ; and his excellent advice to that 
unfortunate man, concerning the impropriety of 
his behaviour, together with his persuasion to him 
to alter his manners in those points which render- 

oxious to the nobility and people of 

'2vm'8 Memoir. 

e came here, in company with ^e 
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Ambassador of Savoy^ one David Rizzio, of the 
county of Piedmont^ who was a merry fellow^ and 
a good musician. Her Majesty had three valets 
of her chamber, who sung three parts, and want* 
ed a ba^s to sing the fourth part. Therefore they • 
told her Majesty of this m^n, as one fit to make 
the fourth in concert. Thus he was drawn in 
sometimes to sing with the rest;, and afterwards, 
when her French Secretary retired himself to 
Fiance, this David obtained the said office. And 
as he thereby entered in greater credit, so he had. 
not the prudence how to manage the same rightly ; 
for frequently, in the presence of the nobility, he 
woul^be publicly. speaking to her Majesty, even 
when there y(B3 greatest conventions of the states. . 
-r- Which made him to be much envied and hated, 
especially when he became so great, that he pre-; 
sented all signatures to be subscribed by her Ma* 
jesty. So that some of the nobility would frown 
upon him ; others would shoulder and shoot by 
him when they entered the Queen's chamber, and^ 
found him always speaking with her. For those 
who had great affairs of law, new infestments to 
to be taken, or who desired to prevail against their 
enemies at Court, or in law-suits before the ses* 
sion, addressed. themselves to him, and depended 
upon him, whereby in short time he became very 
rich. Yet he wanted not his own fears ; there- 
fore he lamented his estate to me, asking one day 
my councel how. to behave himself. 1 told him. 
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that strangera were commonly envied when they 
meddled too much in the afiain of other coun- 
tries. He said, that he being secretary to her 
Majesty in the French tongue^ had occasion 
thereby to be frequently in her Majesty's com- 
pany^ as her former secretary used to be. I an- 
swered again^ that it was thought that the greatest 
part of the affairs of the country passed through 
his hands, which gave great offence to the nobi«- 
lity. I advised him (in their presence), to retire 
from the Queen, giving them place ; and that he 
might desire the Queen to permit him to take that 
vmy. I told him, for an example, how I had been 
in so great ftivour vrith the Elector Ptalatine^ that 
he caused me to sit at his own table, and that he 
used frequently to confer with me in presence of 
his whole Court ; whereat divers of them took 
great indignation against me ; which, so soon aa 
I perceived, I requested him to permit me to sit 
from his ovm table vrith the rest of the gentlemen, 
and no more to confer with me in their presence, 
but to cqjl me by a page to his chamber when he 
had any service to command me. Seeing other** 
wise he would prejudge himself and me, both by 
giving ground of discontent to his subjects, in too 
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much noticing a stranger, and so expose me to 
their ftuy. Which I obtained ; and that way my 
master was not hated, nor I any more envied. I 
flidvised him to take the Kke course, if he was re- 
solved to act as a vrbe man. Which couiicel he 
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said hfi WB8 resolved to follow. Bat afterwards 
told me^ that the Qaeen would not suflfer him^ bat 
would needs have him carry himself as formerly. 
I answered^ that I was sorry for the inconvenience 
which might follow thereupon, 

^' And afterwards, finding the envy against 
Rizzio still to encrease^ and that by his ruin^ which 
I did foresee to be inevitable, her ' Majesty might 
incur displeasure^ and her affiiirs be prgudged^ 
seeing that I clearly perceived that the extraordi- 
nary fiivour she carried to that roan did much 
alienate the hearts of her own subjects from her s 
I remembered her Majesty's command lately laid 
upon me, when she particularly enjoined me to 
forewarn her of any circumstance to be observed 
in her carriage which I thought could tend to her 
prejudice. I had before diis time taken some 
such freedom^ in desiring her to desist from some 
things which I knew to be dissatisfactory to her 
subjects ; and upon my acquainting her Majesty 
therewith, she had been pleased to reform them. 
The reflexion hereupon encouraged me the more 
cheerfully^ in hope of the like success^ to fore- 
warn her Majesty of the inconveniences I did 
finresee would inevitably follow, if she in time did 
not alter her carriage to Rizzfo. 

" Therefore^ upon the first opportunity, I took 
occasion to enter wiUi her Majesty upon this diSv 
course, representing, in the most humUe manner^ 
what I did upon rational ocmsideiation conjecture 
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would be the consequences of the too public de- 
monstrations of favour she gave toRizzio^astian- 
ger^ and one suspected by her subjects to be a 
pensioner of the Pope's. That though they were 
resolved not to challenge her Majesty's religion, 
though contrary to theirs^ allowing for liberty of 
conscience — ^yet it was not to be supposed^ but the 
too much owning of Rizzio^ a known minion of 
the Pope's^ would give ground of suspicion^ that 
some design to the prejudice of the established 
religion would be by him contrived. That to 
prevent this^ her subjects would find themselves 
obliged to use all their endeavours to ruin a oiai^ 
and a stranger^ from whom they could expect no 
good office^ as being a known enemy to their re- 
ligion. For the nobility would most certainly 
take it as an high afiront upon them^ to see her 
so visibly more countenance a stranger than tbem^ 
her native subjects. I told her Majesty very 
freely the advice I had given to Rizzio. She an- 
swered me, that he meddled no further than in 
her French writings and affairs, as her other 
French secretaries had done formeriy, and that 
whoever found fiiult therewith, she would not be 
so far restrained but that she might dispense her 
favours to such as she pleased. 

" I then remembered her Majesty what dis- 
pleasure had been procured to her, by the rash 
misbehaviour of a French gentleman named Chat- 
teUaer, who, transported to miscarry himsdf, by 
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her affability, had thereby highly injured her Ma- 
jesty. I told her Majesty, th&t a grave and come- 
ly behaviour towards strangers, not admitting 
them to too much familiarity, would bring them to 
a more circumspect and reverend cairi^e. I told 
her how necessary it was that she particularly no- 
ticed all her actions — seeing those of her subjects, 
who were not of her religion, were easily alarm- 
ed with any thing which could be therein misre- 
presented. That if their hearts were once lost, 
there would be great difficulty in regaining that 
{Jlace in their affection, which yet they found her 
due, as their Sovereign Princess. 

'' She thanked me for my continual care, evin- 
ced in this free advice, and engaged \o take such 
order in reference thereto as the case required/' 



It may here be observed, that few confidential 
attendants on a monarch would have had the cou* 
rage to speak with such firmness, sincerity, affec- 
tion, and propriety, on so critical and dangerous 
an occasion (risking as he did his Queen's dis- 
pleasure), as Sir James Melvin Appears to have 
done. It remains on record a lasting testimony 
of the goodness of his heart, and the strength of 
his understanding. And there can be no doubt, 
but that when the dreadful catastrophe, which his 
judgement had anticipated, actually took place. 
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that he felt a greater degree of happiness and 
consolation whefl he reflected on this drcura- 
stance^ and that he had done his duty by his 
Qneen^ as an honesty just^ and true firiend, conn- 
sellor> and subject^ and discharged the feelings 
of his own conscience^ by the correct and pm- 
dent advice he had g^ven her^ at the moment it 
became so necessary for her honour and ssifety — 
than he did^ in all the favours and honours he had 
obtained by any other means^ either from the flat- 
tering distinction paid to him by a variety cf So- 
vereign Princes^ and other great and enunent 
persons, or from the high offices which he himself 
had filled. 



SUPERSTITION. 

Several accounts and inUances oft/us wfatitatkm, 
selectedfrom various Authors^ of the mmt rs« 
spedahle (tuthority. 

IKCAHTATIONS — hXD DESCRflPnOK 09 nC£ ]>Cm. 

" About this time many witches w«re taken in 
Lothian^ who deposed concerning sooie design 
of the E^l of BotfaweO'sagahist bis Majesty^ per* 
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floti. Wbkh coming to the said EarVs eaisi, be 
entered in ward witbia (be Castle of Edinl^ui^h^ 
desiriog |o be tried; alledgiag^ tfaat the Devil^ 
who wts a Nar fitno the beginning, ought pol to- 
be creditei^ nor jet the witcbes^ bis swort ser- 
Yant8« 'fispedally a renowned niidrwife, namM 
Amy himpson^ affirmed^ that she, in company with 
nine other witches, being eoovened in the nighfr 
beside Presionpans^ the Devil^. theii^ master, be*^ 
ing present^ standing Mi the midst of tkeMt^ a body 
of wax, shapen and made by the aame Amy Simp- 
son, wrapped within a Knen doth, waB^ fimt de- 
livered to the Devil, who, after bc^had {HronoiMMed; 
his verdict, delivered the same, the said picture to 
Amy Simpson, and she to bernext neighbour, audi 
so to every one round about, saying, ' This is 
King James the Sixth,- ordered to be consumed 
at the instance of a nobleman, Francis Earl Both- 
well/ Afterwards, again at tbeir meeting by 
night, in the kiric of Ninrth Berwick, where th^ 
Devil, clad in a blhck gown, with a Mack hat up- 
on bis bead, preached mito a great number of 
them out of tiie pulpit, having like light candles 
round about him. 

*^ Tbe effect of his language was to know what 
hurt (hey had done ; Iksw mai^ they had gained 
to thdf opinion since the last meeting ; what suc- 
cess the melting of the picture had; and wA ether 
vais thiogs; And because an old silly ploQgh- 
roan, calM Griy K«itb, chanced to say ' That 
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nothing ailed the King yet, God be thanked,* tbe 
Devil gave him a great blow. 

" ThoB divers amongst them entered yi reason- 
ingB, marvelling that all their devilry could do do 
harm to the King, as it had done to divers otfaera. 
The Devil answered — ' II est un homme le Diea. 
Certainly he is a man of God, and does no vnrong 
wittingly, but he is inclined to all godliness, jus- 
tice, and virtue ; therefore Grod hath preaerred 
him in the midst of many dangers.' 

" Now, after the Devil had ended his admoni- 
tions, he cune down out of the pulpit, and caused 
all the company to come and kiss his band, which 
they said was cold, like ice ; his body hard, like 
iron (as they thought who handled him); his 
fece was terrible ; his nose like the beak of ao 
eagle ; great burning eyes ; his hands and feet 
were hoary, with daws upon his hands and - toes 
like the Griffin, and he ^mke with a loud voice. 

" The tricks and bsgedies , he played then 
amongst so many men and women in this country, 
will hardly get credit by posterity ; the history 
whereof, with their whole depositioDs, was.written 
by Mr. James Carmichael, minister of Hadding- 
ton. Amongst other things, some of them did 
shew, that therewas a Westland man, called Ri- 
chard Graham, who had a familiar spirit; the 
ch Richard they said could both do and teB . 
ly things, chiefly against the Eari of BothwelL 
lereupon the sud Richard Graham was appre- 
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bended, and brought to Edinburgh ; and being 
examined before his Majesty, I being present^ he 
granted that he had a familiar spirit, which shew- 
ed him sundry things ; but he denied that he was 
a witch, or had any frequentation with them. But 
when it waa answered again, how that Amy Simp- 
son had declared, that he caused the Earl of Both- 
well's address to her, he granted that to be true, 
and that the Earl of Both well had knowledge of 
him by Effe Machalloun and Barbary Napier, 
Edinburgh women ; whereupon he was sent for 
by the Earl Bothwell, who required his help to 
cause the King's Majesty, bis master, to think well 
of him. And to this eCTect he gave the said Earl 
some drug or herb, willing him at some convenient 
time to touch thereunto his Majesty's face; which 
being done by the said Ekurl ineffectually, he dealt 
again with thcxsaid Richard to get his Majesty 
vtrrecked, as Richard alledged ; who said he could 
not do such things himself, but that a notable mid- 
wife, who was a witch, called Amy Simpson, ccMiId 
bring any such purpose to pass. Thus far Richard 
Graham affirmed divers things before the C!ouncel; 
nevertheless he was biirnt» with Amy Simpson, 
and many other witches. This Richard alledged, 
that it was certain what vras reported of the faries, 
and that spirits may take a form and be seen, 
though not felt." 

Melvin'8 Memoir. 



X 3 
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FAHILUB BPIBm. 

" The Bisbop of Valence was at this time at 
Paris. He was desiroas to hare some knowledge 
in the mathematics ; and for that effect, he foand 
out a great and wonderfhl schdar in divers hi^ 
sciences, called Cavalius. This CavBtias took oc- 
casion frequently, in conferences, to tell biin of 
two familiar spirits that were in Paris, waiting up- 
on an old shepherd, who in bis youth had served 
a priest, and who at bis death tefl them to him.- — 
The Bishop, upon the King's return from Ger- 
many, introduced the said Cavattas to the King', 
who, to verify what he had said, offered to lose his 
head in case he should not shew (be two spirits 
to his Majesty, w to any he should send far tbat 
puipose, in the form of men, dogs, or cats. But 
(he King would not see them ; but caused the 
shepherd to be burnt, and imjHisoned Otvatius 
for life." Phm^ de Commme. 



" The Bishop had another learned man to his 
aster, called Taggot, who liad been curious in 
indry sciences, and knew by the art of Palrolstiy 
s he said to me himBclf), that he should ^e be- 
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fore he attained to the age of twenty-eight yean. 
*— ' llierefore/ said he^ ' I know the true religion 
to be exercised at Geneva ; there will I go^ and 
end my life in Gfod's service/ Whither accord- 
ingly he went, and died there^ as I afterwards was 
informed^ correspondent to the time he had pre* 
viously said he should." The same. ' 



" Before the Duke of Guise's coming home to 
France^ the King of Spain was entered upon the 
frontiers of France with a great army of men ; — 
whom to resist^ the Constable (my master), was 
sent with sixteen thousand. The day before he 
took leave of the King at Rheims in Champaigne, 
riding to the hlinting^ there came a man in grave 
apparel» following him on foot^ crying for an au- 
dience for God's sake. Whereupon the Constable 
^aid^ willing him to speak ; who said — ' The 
Lord saySj seeing that thou wilt not know me^ I 
shall likewise not know thee ; thy glory shalt be 
laid in the dust/ 

'' This strange language put the Constable in 
such a rage^ that he struck the poor man in the 
face with the horse rod which was in hishand^and 
threatened U> cause him to be hanged. The man 
answered — 'That he was willing to suffer what 
punishment he pleased^ seeing he had perfprmed 
his commission/ The Duke of Nevers perceiv- 

X 4 * 
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ing the Constable much troubled^ drew neajr^ de- 
siring to know the cause. The Constable told 
him^ that such a knave bad been preaching to him 
of God. Then the Duke did also threaten the 
poor man. But as they did ride forward^ after 
the King, I staid behind^ and asked the roan jirhat 
had moved him to use such strange language to- 
wards the Constable. He answered^ * That the 
spirit of God gave him no rest till he had dis- 
charged that commission^ given him by God/ 

From Mehin's Memoir. 



" The Englishman and I^ by the way, entered 
into great familiarity^ so that he shewed me sun- 
dry secrets of the country and the Court. Among^ 
other things, he told me that King Henry the 
Eighth had, in hi^ lifetime, been so envious, as to 
enquire at men, called diviners or necromancers^ 
what should become of his son King Edward the 
Sixth, and of his two daughters Mary and Elite* 
beth ? The answer was made unto him again, 
that Edward should die, having few days, and no 
succession, and that his two daughters should one 
succeed the other ; that Mary, his eldest daughter, 
should marry a Sfmniard, and that way bring in 
many strangers to England, which should occa- 
sion great strife and altercation. That Elizabeth 
should reign after her, who would many either a 
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Scottishinan or. a Frenchman. Whereupon the 
King caused to ^ve poison to both iiis daughters. 
But because this had not the effect desired^ for 
they^ finding themselves altered and grievously af- 
fected with vomitings^ having suspected themselves 
poisoned^ had taken remedies ; which he findings 
had caiTsed to prochim them both bastards. He 
further said^ that the women about Queen Mary^ 
who attended^ attributing her miscarriage to this 
cause* To be revenged upon her father — the 
Englishman told me^ that she had^secretly caused 
in the ni^ht to take up her father's bones^ and 
burn them. This the honest gentleman aflKrmed 
to be true^ though not known to many. He was 
a man of great gravity^ about fifty years of age^ a 
gentleman of the Queen's chamber^ and one weU 
skilled in the mathematics^ necromancy^ astrono- 
my, andvvras also a good geographer/' &c. &c 



Instances of remarkable personal Bravery, in des- 
perate hostile engagements. 

SCOTCH OFFICERS IN THE FBENCH SEBYICE^ A6AIMIT 
SPAIN AND GERMANY — A. D. 1554. 

^'At which time Norman Lesly, Master of 
Rothe^j won great reputation; for vrith thirty 
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Scotidi men he rode up the hill, upon a fur gray 
gelding. He had aboTe his coat of black velret» 
his coat of armour^ with two broad white crosses, 
the one before^ the other behind, with deev^ of 
mail^ and a red bonnet upon his head, whereby 
he was known and seen afor off, by the Constable, 
the Dake of Anguien, and the Prince of Conde. 

^' Where, with his thirty, he charged with sixty 
of their horsemen with cdlverins, followed with 
but seven of his number, he, in our sight, struck 
five of them from their horses, with his mear, be- 
fore it broke. Then he drew his sword, and tan 
in among them, not valuing their continual shout- 
ing, to the admiration of all beholders. He dew 
divars of them, and at length, when he saw a com- 
pany of speannen coming down against hiro, he 
gave his horse the spurs, who carried him to the 
Constable, and there fell down dead, for he had 
many shots. And worthy Norman too, was also 
shot in divers parts, whereof he died fifteeii days 
after. 

^' He was first carried to the king's own tent^ 
where the Duke of Anguien and Prince of Conde 
told his majesty, that Hector^ of Troy^ was not 
more valiant than the said Norman Lesly, whom 
the king would see dressed by his own chiruig;ions^ 
and madef;reat moan for him. So did the Con- 
stable, and all the rest of the princes. But no 
man made more lattentation than fte Laird of 
Crrange, who came to the .camp the next day after 
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from a quiet road^ whither be had been com- 
fiianded/* * 



" The castle of Dinan^ situated upon a high 
rock^ was stoutly defended by a Spanish captain , 
who at length coming forth to speak to the Con- 
stable about composition^ was retained, and the 
men of war came forth with their bag and bag- 
gage. Few^ or none of Uie sddiers^ who came 
Ibrtii of DinaQj but were burt^ either with shdve% 
or staves^ by die force of our battery^ or were 
bprnt with the firebrands that they did roll down 
the steep hill, whereupon the wall was baiU^ and 
thriee they repulsed our French footmen. Then 
it was^ that deven banner bearers wheroof went 
up to the breach ; to wit, first, one with the enfiign 
in his hand, not followed with hia company, was 
kitted, and fell tumbling down the hill. Then 
another sddter, to win (he office, took up. the en- 
sign, and went up fikewiae to the head of the watt, 

who was also killed. Then the thirdi and all tbe 

• 

deren, one after another lost their lives, «ot at all 
afliisted by their companite, notwithstanding that 
th^ Constable itood by, uigipg and threi^ening 
in vain; far which he degraded their captaias, 
and broke their companies. But there was. a 
Scotohman, brother to Bambougle, caHed Arehir 
bald Moubray, who, with his dra^n sword, ran 
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up to the bead of the wall, and returned with 
But he got no reward for his brave enterprize« 
though I used all my endeavours for him. Thus 
many are readier to punish fiiults, than to reward 
good deeds/' 



bi ^antinuatianfram the same Author, Mebom. 

^' In the mean time the Marshal St. Andre, a 
great man for that time, gave unhappy advice, tbat 
all the French servants who were on horseback, 
should retire from amongst (he men at arms, lest 
• they should be an impediment to them who were 
to fight, there being as many servants as there 
were masters. These servants were glad to get 
them out of the press, spurring their horses on 
with good speed homewards, intending^ to stay 
upon some hill to behold the combat. The eheniy 
perceiving so great a number of horsemen (as they 
thought) flying, upon the very instant took occa- 
sion to charge upon our ii^thorsemen. Wfaere« 
upon : the G^iistable, being in a valley betweai 
two hills, marching towards the strait part where 
he intended to stay, spurred forward up the little 
hill, that he might see how to resist and put order 
to the batile; which gave an hard apprehension to 
others^ thait he was flying. But when he turned 
at the top of the hiD, no man would tarry with him 
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for any coaimand^ though he continually cried^ 
return ! return ! 'their heads however were home- 
wards^ and their hearts also^ as appeared. Then 
his Master of the Horse^ bringing him a Turkey 
speedy horse^ to run away with the rest^ he an- 
swered in ^eat anger^ ^ That it was against his 
profession and occupation^ ever to fly from his 
station;' and addressing himself fearlessly against 
the greatest troop of enemies^ sayings 'Let dl 
true servants to the king follow me.' Though 
only threescore gentlemen accompanied him, who 
were all overthrown in an instant. The Constable 
desired to be. killed^ but the Master of the Horse 
cried continually^ ' It is the Constable, kill him 
Qotj' but before he was known he was shot through 
the thigh, and then taken prisoner/' &c. &c. &a 



SUPERSTITION. 

The storms which obstructed the embassy from 
Scotland to Denmark, to conclude the marriage 
of that Princess with James of Scotland, thus ac- 
counted for — 

** But the tempestuous vrinds drove them upon 
the coast of Norway^ wbere they landed and staid 
a long time for fair vrinds and weather; which 
storm 4>f wind was aUedged to be raised by the 
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wtcbes of Denmark^ as by sundry of them was 
acknowledged^ when they were for that cnnae 
burnt That which moved them thereto was (a« 
they said) a blow which the Admiral of Denmark 
gave to one of the Bailiffs of Copenhagen, whoae 
wifcj consahing with her associates in that aft, 
raised the storm, to be revenged upon the said 
Admilal/' 



An account of an interview, and most interest- 
ing GonverBation, which took place between Queeti 
Elizabeth and Sir James Melvin, ambasiHidor 
from Scotland, on the subject of the Qu^en of 
Scotland's marriage, and various other matters, 
illustrative of the manners and disposition pf the 
politic Elizabeth; though, at the^ame time, giving* 
evident demonstration of the personal vanity^ 
which so forcibly marked her character. 

*^ Thus the ohl feieadship being renewed^her ma* 
jesty enquired, if the Queen, (my mistress) agreed 
to the proposition of marriage made to her. I an- 
siwertd as I had been instructed, ^ that my mistress 
thought kttle, or nothtng thereof but eiq^ted 
the 0KQting of some Ckmmissionera upon the 
borders, w/h my LordI irf' Monay, anS the Seere- 
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tary Lidington^ to confer and treat on all such 
matters of gteat importance^ -as should be jodged 
to concern the quiet pf both the conntries^ and the 
aatisfaction of both their Majesty's minds. For 
seeing your Majesty, cannot so soon find the op- 
portunity of meeting betwixt yourselves^ so much 
dissired^ which in itself is not so expedient^ until all^ 
other jealousies are first removed^ and aU. former 
doubts cleared by your most trusty and familiar 
counseDors. The Queen^ my mistress^ (aa I have 
said) is minded to send fi)r her part^ my Lord of 
Murray^ and the Secretary Lidinglon ; and ex- 
pects that your Majesty will send my Lord of Bed- 
fold^ and my Lord Robert Dudley.' 

'^ The Queen answered^ it appeared that I 
made but small account of my Lord Robert Dud- 
ley> seeing I named the Eaii of Bedford befNne 
him ; bvt said^ that e'er long» ohe -would make him 
a far greater Ekiri^ and that I should see it done 
before my reluming homa For, that sh« esteemed 
him as her linither^ and her best friend^ whom.sbe 
would herself have marned^ had she ever aiinded 
to have taken a husband. But being determined 
to eiid lier life in virginity^ she willed that the 
Qaeen^ her sister^ might marry him, as meetest of 
aH other, with wImnsi she could find in her heart 
to declmre her second person. For, being matched 
wUh hnn, it would but remove out of her mi^d aft 
fears and suspicions, to be offended by? sn j usiir^ 
pationa beftMre her death. Being aas ved that he 
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was 80 loving and trusty, that he would never per- 
mit any such thing to be attempted during her 
time; and that the Queen^ my mistress^ might 
have the higher esteem for him, I was required 
to stay till I should see him made Earl of Lieicester, 
and Baron of Denbigh ; which was done at West- 
minster, with great solemnity, the Queen herself 
helping to put on his ceremonial ; he sitting upon 
his knees before her, with a great gravity. But 
she could not refrain from putting her hand in his 
neck, smilingly tickling him; the French Ambas- 
sador and 1 standing by. 

'^ Then she turned, asking at me, ' How I liked 
him ?' I answered, ' that as he was a worthy ser- 
vant, so he was happy, who had a Princess who 
could discern and reward good service/ ^ Yet,' 
said she, ^ you like better of yonder long lad,' 
pointing towards my Lord Damley, who, as near- 
est Prince of the Blood, did bear the sword of 
honour that day before her. My answer was^ 
' that no woma.n of spirit would make choice of 
such a man ; for he was handsome, beardless, and 
ladyfaced/ And I had no will that she should 
think that I liked him, or had any eye or dealing 
that way. Albeit, I had a secret charge to deal 
with my Lady Lenox, to endeavour to procure li- 
berty for him to go to Scotbnd. Now, I found 
the Queen of England was determined, to treat 
with my^ sovereign ; first, concerning her marriage 
with the Eari of Leicester, and for th&t effect she 
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promised to send Commissioners unto- the borders. 
In the mean time I was favourably and familiarly 
used; for^ during nine days that I remained at the 
Courts it pleased her Majesty to confer with me 
every day^ and sometimes thrice in a day^ in the 
morning, after dinner, and after supper. Some- 
times she would say, that seeing she could not 
meet with the Queen, her good sister, to confer 
with her familiarly, that she resolved to open a 
good part of her inward mind to me^ that I might 
shew it again unto the Queen. She told me, she 
was not so much offended at the Queen's angry 
letter, as that she seemed so fiar to disdain the 
marriage of my Lord of Leicester, which she had 
caused Mr. Randolph to propose to her. 

*' I answered;^ that it was probable that he had 
let fell something thereof to my Lord Murray and 
Lidington ; but that he had never proposed the 
matter directly to herself, and that as well as her 
Majesty, as those who were her most familiar 
Counsellors, could conjecture nothing thereupon, 
but delays and driving off, time, concerning de- 
claring of her to be the second person. She re- 
plied, that the trial and declaration thereof would 
be hastened forward, according to the Queen's 
good behaviour, and. applying herself to follow her 
pleasure and advice in h6r marriage. And seeing 
the matter concerning the said declaration was so 
weighty, and of so much import, she bad ordered 
some of the best lawyers in England^ diligently to 
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search out who had-the best right; and she heartily 
wished it might be fpand to be her dear siater, 
rather than any other. 

" I said I was confident her Majesty was inge- 
nuous in that declarationj and diat my mistress 
expected no other at her hands ; but I lamented 
that even the wisest Princes, did not safliciently 
pry into the designs of their lamiliar CounceRors 
and servants, except it were sucti en honouraMe 
and rare Prince as Henry the Eighth, her Ma- 
jesty's father, of happy memory ; who^ of his own 
head, was determined to declare his sister's sod. 
King James the Fifth, heir apparent to the Crown 
of England; failing heirs of his own body, while 
her Majesty was not yet bom, but only her sister. 
Queen Mary, and that for the earnest desire he 
had to unite this whole island. She said, she was 
glad he did it not; I said, that then be had but 
one daughter, and expected no more children ; 
and yet he had not so many suspidons in his head 
as your Majesty hath, though yon are certainly 
convinced you will never have any children, see- 
ing your Majesty declares yourself resolved to die 
a virgin. 

" ' Yes,' says she, ' I am resolved never to 

marry, if I be not thereto necessitated by the 

Queen, my sister's harsh behaviour towards me.* 

know< the truth of that. Madam,' says I, 

ed not tell it to me. ' Your Majes^ ttiinks, 

rare married, you would be but Queen of 
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Bo^nd; and nqw ahe was both Kipg and Que^B^ 
I know your spidt cannot endare a comiBander/ 
She appeared to be so affectionate to the Queen> 
her ^;oQd sist^ ^ that she expressed a gr eal desirp 
to see her ; and because their (by her) so much 
desired meeting could not be so hastily brought 
to pass^ she ai^ared> with great delight, to look 
upon her Majesty's picture. She took me to her 
bed-chamber, and opened a little cabinet^ wherein 
were divers little pictures^ wrapped within paper^ 
and their names written with her own band upon 
the papers. 

'* Upon the first which she took up, was written, 
' My Lord's picture/ I held the candle, and 
pressed to see that picture so named. She ap- 
peared loath to let me see it^ yet my importunity 
prevailed for a sight thereof^ and I found it to be 
the Earl of Leicester's picUire. I desired ' that I 
might' have it to carry home to my Queen/ which 
she refused me, alledgiog, that ^he bad but one 
picture of his. I said, 'your Majesty hath here 
the original;' for I perceived him at Ihe farthest 
part of the chamber^ spiking with Secretary 
Cecil 

'' Then she took out the Queen's picture, and 
kissed it ; and I adventured to kiss her hand, for 
the great love therein evinced to my mistress. 
She shewed me also a &ir ruby^ as great as a 
tennis ball I desired that she would eiUier send 
tba^ or my lioni JLeiceat^r's pictwe, m » token 

Y 2 
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unto my Queen. She said, if the Queen would 
follow her counsel^ that she should, in process of 
time, possess all that she had. That in the mean 
time she was resolved in a token, to send her with 
me, a fair diamond. 

^' It was at this time late after supper, she ap- 
pointed me to be with her the next morning by 
eight of the clock, at which time she used to walk 
in her garden. She enquired several things of 
me relating to Scotland, and other countries 
wherein I had travelled. She caused me to dine 
with her Dame of Honour, my Lady Strafford, 
(an honourable and godly lady, who had been at 
Geneva, banished during the reign of Queen 
Mary) that I might always be near her, that she 
might confer with me. I had formerly been ac- 
quainted with my Lady Skrafford as she passed 
through France. I had good intelligence from 
her and my Lady Throckmorton, at diiFers meet- 
ings we had divers, purposes. The Queen, my 
mistress, had instructed me to leave matters of 
gravity sometimes, and cast in merry puiposes, 
lest otherwise I should be wearied, she being well 
informed of the Queen's natural temper. There- 
fore, in declaring my observations of the customs 
of Dutchland, Poland, and Italy, the buskins of 
the women was not forgot, and what country weed 
I thought best becoming gentlewomen. 

'' The Queen said, that she had cloaths of every 
sort, which every day afterwards, so long as I was 
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there^ she changed. One day she had the English 
weed^ another the French^ and another the Italian^ 
and so forth. She asked me which of them be- 
came her best ? I answered^ in my judgment the 
Italian dress ; which answer I found pleased her 
well^ for she delighted to shew her golden coloured 
hair, wearing a caul and bonnet, as they do in 
Italy. Her hair was more reddish than yellow^ 
curled in appearance naturally. She desired to 
know of me^ what colour of hair was reputed best^ 
and whether my Queen's hair or hers were best^ 
and which of them two was the fairest. 

'^ I answered^ the fairness of them both was 
not their worst faults. But she was earnest with 
me to declare^ which of them I judged fairest I 
said^ she was the fairest Queen in England^ and 
mine the fairest Queen in Scotland ; yet she .ap- 
peared earnest I ans^ered^ they were both the 
fairest ladies in their countries — ^that her Majesty 
was whiter^ but that my Queen was very lovely. 
She enquired which of them was of highest sta- 
ture. I said, my Qiieen. Then, says she — she 
is too high — for I myself am neither too high nor 
too low. 

'' Then she asked me what kind of exereises 
she used. I answered, that when I received my 
dispatch, the Queen had latdy come from the 
Highland hunting; that when her more serious 
afiairs permitted, she was taken up with reading 
of histories ; that sometimes she recreated herself 
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by pbyitig upon the late and virginab. 9iie 
adLed ne if fthe phyed well. I answered^ renson- 
ably Weill for a Queen. 

'^That satne day^ after dinner^ my Lord of 
Httnsdean drew me ap to a quiet gallery, tbat I 
might bear some music^ (but he said he durst not 
avow it) where I might hear the Queen pky upon 
die virginals. After I had hearkened awhile, I 
took by the tapestty that hung before the door of 
die chamber, and seeing her back was towards the 
door, I entered into the chamber, and stood ia 
pretty space, hearing her play exceUendy wdl* 
Bat she left off immediately, so soon as she turned 
ber about and saw me. She appeared to be sor^ 
prized to see me, and came forward, seeming to 
strike me with her hand ; alledging, she used not 
to play before men^ but when she was sditary, to 
shun melancholy. She asked how I came there- 
I answered) that as I was walking with my Lord 
of Himsdean, as I passed by the chamber door, I 
heard such mdody as ravished me, whereby I was 
drawn in, e'er I knew how ; excusing my fault of 
homeliness, as being brought up in the Cburt of 
France, where such freedom was allowed, de- 
during myself willing to endure what kind of pu- 
nishment her Majesty should be pleased to inflict 
upon me^ for so great an offence. Then she sat 
down low upon a cushion^ and I upon my knees 
by ber, but with her own hand she gave nie a 
cushion to lay under my knee, whkh at first I 
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refused^ but she compelled me to take it ; she then 
called for my Lady Strafford out of the next cham- 
ber^ for the Queen was. alone. She enquired 
whether my Queen or she played best ; in that I 
found myself obliged to give her the praise. She 
aaid my French was good, and asked if 1 could 
speak Italian^ which she spoke reasonably welK 
1 told her Majesty I had no time to learn the lan- 
guage perfectly^ not -having been above two 
months in Italy. Then she spake to me in Dutch^ 
which was not good ; and would know then what 
kind of books I most delighted in — whether theo- 
logy^ history^ or love matters. I said I liked well 
of all the sorts ; and here I took occasion to press 
earnestly my dispatch. 

^^ She said I was weary of her company sooner 
than she was of mine. I told her Majesty, that 
though I bad no reason of being weary, I knew 
my mistress, her affairs called me home ; yet I 
was stayed two days longer, that I might see her 
dance, as I was afterwards informed, which being 
over, she enquired of me whether she or my 
Queen danced the best. I answered, the Queen 
danced not so high, nor disposedly as ^e did. 
Then again she wished that she might see the 
- Queen at some convenient place of meeting. I 
offered to convey her secretly to Scotland, by post, 
ck)thed like a page; that, under this disguise, she 
might see the Queen, as James the Fifth had gone 
in disguise to France, with his own Ambassador, 
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to see the Duke of Vendome's sister^ who should 
have been bis wife. Telling her that her cham- 
ber might be kept, in her absence^ as though she 
were sick ;^at none need be privy thereto^ except 
my Lady Strafford^ and one of the Grooms of her 
Chamber. She appeared to like that kind of lan- 
guage—only answered it with a sigh^ sayings 
'Alas! if I might do thus.' She used all the 
means she could to oblige me to persuade the 
Queen^ of the great love she did bear unto her^ 
and that she was fully minded to put away aD jea- 
lousies and suspicions^ and in times coming, to 
entertain a stricter friendship than formeriy^ 
&c. &c. 

" The day appointed I received my dispatch 
from Secretary Cecil. When I took my leave^ 
Secretary Cecil conveyed me through the ck»e, 
to the outward gate of the Palace, where he him- 
self put a feir chain about my neck. My liady 
Lenox sent tokens also unto the Queen^ a ring 
with a fiiir diamond ; she sent an emerald to my 
Lord^ her husband (who was yet in Scotland) ; a 
diamond to my Lord of Murray ; a watch, set with 
diamonds and rubies, to Secretary Liddington ; 
a ring, with a ruby, to my brother Sir Robert/' 
Ac. &c. 



The memoir of Sir James Melvin vms written 
for and addressed to his son, giving him (by this 
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means) a full account of the particular circum- 
stances of his life^ in whatever situation he had 
been engaged — without (it is probable) ever ex- 
pecting those occurrences would become public. 
The events^ therefore^ which are recorded in it^ 
are expressed in the fullest ease and confidence, 
and (without doubt) with the strictest veracity. 

This work cannot fail to amuse^ though it is 
perhaps too prolix to be frequently perused. The 
part which has been introduced into this work, 
gives a very excellent opportunity to judge of the 
private and unceremonious conversations of the 
politic Queen Elizab^th^ the affability and ease of 
her manners, and with how much care and art 
she endeavoured tor gain the admiration and ap- 
probation of those whom she judged it necessary 
to please. At the same time^ the reader cannot 
fJBdl to be struck by the polite caution with which 
the wary Ambassador was always guarded — nor 
to admire the elegance and gallantry of his be- 
haviour in ihe numerous answers he vras com- 
pelled to return to the Queen's difficult questions; 
which though so well calculated to please ber^ yet 
still prove his partiality to his own lovely Queen — 
his firm attachment and true attention to her in- 
terest^ her happiness^ and her honour. And • that 
no motive^ or allurement^ could draw him from the 
duty which he owed to his native Sovereign^ the 
ill-fated Mary Stuart 
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A curious account of a ship built in the reign of 
James the Fourth of Scotland^ in the year 151 1 — 
which conveys a very striking degree of compa- 
rison to be made between the navy equipment of 
those days and of these, when a vessel of the size 
here described excited so much admiration and 
astonishment Extracted from Lindsey's History. 

- '' In the same year the King of Scotland bigged 
a great ship, called Uie ' Great Michael/ which 
vras the greatest ship» and of most strength^ that 
ever sailed in England or France. For this ship 
was of so great stature, and took so much timber, 
that, except Falkland, she wasted all the woods in 
Fife, which was oak wood, by all timber wjiich 
was gotten oat of Norway. For she was so 
strong, and of so great length and breadth^ (all 
the Wrights of Scotland, yea and many other strao- 
geni^ were at her device by the king's commaad- 
ment, who wronght very busily in her ; but it was. 
year and day e'er she was compleat.) To wit^ 
^e was twdve score foot of length, and thirty-six 
ftot within ihe mdea. She was ten loot thick in 
the wafl, outber jestsof oak in her wall, and boards 
on every side, so statk^ and so tbick, that no caa- 
Hon could go through her. This great ship 
bered Scotland to get her to 
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'' From that time that she was afloat^ and her 
masts and sails compleat^ with tows and anchors 
eflhiring thereto, she was counted to the king to 
be thirty thousand pounds of expence, by her ar- 
tillery, which was very great and costly to the 
king, by all the rest of her orders ; to wit, she 
bare many cannons, six on every side, with three 
great bassils, two behind in her dook, and one be- 
fore, with three hundred shot of smaB artillery ; 
that is to say, myaiid and battert falcon, and 
quarter falcon, slings, pestelent 8erpetens> and 
double dogs, with hay tor and culverin, crossbows, 
and hand bows* She had three hundre*d mariners 
to sail her, and had a Uiousand men of war, by 
ber captain^, skippers, and quartermasters, also 
six score of gunners to use her artillery. 

'^ When this great ship passed to the sea, and 
was lying in the road, the king gart shoot a can- 
non at ber» to essay her, if she was weight, but I 
heard say it deared her not, and did her little 
flkaith. And if any roan believe that this descrip- 
tioii of the ship be not of verity, as we have writ- 
ten, let Ixim pass to the gate of Tiflibarddn, aqd 
there, aifore the same, he will see the fength and 
bnea^ of her, planted with hawthorn, by the 
wrigfajt Who helped to make hen As for tbe pro- 
perties of ha:. Sir Andrew Wood is my autiior, 
who was. quartermaster of her, and Robert Bar- 
tyne, who was master shipper/' 
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A DigressUm, concerning the Miseries of Mankind, 
espeeialfy Princes — by the example of those xcho 
reigned m the Author^ s time, and first of King 
Leads the Eleoenlh. A. D. 1463. De Corn- 
mines. 

*' Small hopes and comfort ought poor and in- 
ferior people to place in the riches and honours of 
this worldj considering whaf our King (Lewis) 
suffered and underwent to obtain them^ and' was 
at last forced to leave them all, and could not with 
an his care and diligence protract his life one 
single hour. I knew him^ and was entertained 
in his service in the flower of his age^ and the 
height of his prosperity^ yet I never knew him free 
from labour and care. Of all diversions he loved 
hunting aind hawking the best (in their seasons)^ 
but his chief delight was in dogs. As for ladies, 
he never cared for them^ in my time^ for about the 
time of my coming to Court he lost a son^ called 
Joachim^ who was bom in 1459 ; for whose death 
he was extreemly afflicted^ and made a vow^ in my 
presence, never to be concerned with any other 
woman but the Queen ; and though this was no 
more than what he was obliged to, by the canons 
of our churchy yet it was much^ that his command 
of himself would be so greats that he should be 
able to continue his resolution so firmly^ consider- 
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ing the Queen (though an exceDent Princess in 
ail other respects) was not a person in whom a 
man could take any great delight. 

'' In hunting his eagerness and pain wereequal 
to his pleasure, for hid chace was the stag, which 
he always ran down ; he rose very early in the 
morning, rode sometimes a great way to his dogs, 
and would not leave his sport, let the weather be 
never so bad ; and when he came home at night 
wa's always very weary^ and generally in a violent 
passion with some of his courtiers or huntsmen ; 
for hunting is a sport not always to be managed 
according to the master's direction. Yet, in the 
opinion of most people, he understood it as well 
as any man of his time. He was continually in 
his sports lying up and down in the country vil- 
lages, as his recreation led him, till he was inter* 
rupted by the war, which, for the most part of the 
summer, was constantly between him and Charles 
Duke of Burgundy^ and at winter they made a 
truce. He was likewise involved in some trouble 
about the county of Roussilon, &c. &c. So that 
he had but little time for pleasure during the 
course of the whole year ; and even then the fa- 
tigues he underwent were troublesome to him. 
When his body was at rest his mind was at work, 
for he had affairs in several parts at once, and 
would concern himself as much in those of his 
neighbours as his own, putting officers upon all 
the great fisimilies, endeavouring to divide their 
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authority as much as possible. When he was at 
war ^ he hboured for peace, or a cessation of hos- 
tilities^ indefatigably ; and when he had obtained 
them, he was again as impatient for war. He 
troubled himself with many trifles in his govern- 
ment, whidi he might better have let alone ; but 
it was his temper, and he .cdold not help it : be- 
sides, he had a prodigious memory ; he forgot 
nothings but knew every body as well in other 
countries as his own^ 

'' And certainly he seemed born for universal 
monarchy, rather than to govern a single king- 
dom. I speak not of his minority, for then 1 was 
not with him. But when he wfts eleveqi years 
old, he was, by advice of some of the nobility, and 
others of his kingdom^ embroiled into a war with 
his father^ Charles the Seventh, which lasted not 
long, but was called La Praguese. When be 
was arrived at man's estate, he was married, much 
against his inclination, to the King of Scotjaad's 
daughter. (Her name was Margaret» her father 
James the F^irst ; she had a loathsome complexion^ 
and a very bad breath, which were the two rea- 
sons why Lewis never loved her.) For he never 
had Ae least tendemessor affection for her during 
Ae whole course of her life, &c. &e. 

^' In which season of his life then was it that 
he may have been said to have ei\joyed himself? 
1 believe, from his in&ncy to his death, hi$ whole 
life was nothing but one continued scene of 
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< 
troubles and fittignes ; and I un of opinion^ that 

if all the days of his life were computed, in which 
his pleasures outweighed his pain^ they would be 
found so few^ that there would be twenty mourn* 
ful ones to one pleasant^ &c. &c. 

'' What ease^ what pleasure^ did Charles Duke 
of Burgundy enjoy more that our master King 
Lewis? In his youth indeed he had but little 
trouble, for he did not begin to enter into any ac- 
tion tin the two and twentieth year of his age. 
But from the time Duke Charles undertook his 
war for the town in Picarday, and joined himself 
with the Lords of the kingdom, in the war caOed 
the Public God, what pleasure, what tranquillity, 
had he ? He had continual trouble and labour, 
without the least cessation or refreshment, either 
to his mind or body ; for glory having got the en- 
tire possession of his heart, it spured him on to 
attempt new conquests, and invade the dominions 
of those Princes that bordered upon his. He was 
always in the field during summer, exposing his 
person to the greatest danger, taking the care and 
command of the whole army upon bi«iself> i^nd 
yet he thought it too little. He was ever tiie first 
that rose, and the last that went to bed in the 
camp ; and took as much pains as the poorast toot 
soldier in the army. In winter^ when the cam- 
paign was over, his mind was as busily emj^yed 
about rairang money ; six hours every- raonung 
he set apart for conferences, and giving audience 
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to arobosaadors ; and in this perpetiud hurry of 
affairs he ended his days^ and was killed at Nancy. 
So that it cannot be said that he enjoyed one 
happy day^ from the time of his netting op for 
conquests to the hour of his death. And then 
what were the fruits of all his pains and labour ? 
Or^ what necessity was there of it? Since he had 
towns and territories enough already to have made 
him happy^ if he could have been contented. 

** The next whom we shall have occasion to 
mention, is Edward the Fourth^ King of England^ 
a great and powerful Prince. In his minority he 
saw his fether^ the Duke of York^ defeated and 
slain in battle ; and with him^ the father of the 
Earl of Warwick ; who governed the king in his 
youths and managed all his affairs^ and^ to say the 
truths it was the Earl of Warwick who made 
King Edward^ and dethroned his old master King 
Henry the Sixths who had reigned many years in 
that kingdom^ and/ in my judgement^ and in the 
judgement of the worlds was their lawful king. 

'' The reason of the Earl of Warwick's espous- 
ing the interest of the House of York against 
King Henry^ who was of the Lancastrian family^ 
was. upon a difference which happened at Courts 
betwixt the Duke of Somerset and the Earl of 
Warwick, the King not having wisdom enough 
to compose it, it grew to that height, and the 
Queen interposing in it, inclined to the Duke's 
party against the Earl of Warwick. The Queen 
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had acted much more prudently^ in endeavouring 
to adjust the difference between them^ than to 
have said — ' I am of this party^ and will maintain 
it/ And it proved so by the events for it occa- 
sioned many battles in England, and a war which 
continued nine and twenty years^ and, in the end, 
all the partisans on both sides were destroyed, &c. 
** This King Edward was a very young Prince, 
and one of the most beautiful of the age. As 
soon as he had overcome all his difficulties, he be- 
gan to give himself up wholly to pleasures, and 
took no delight in any thing but ladies, dancing, 
and entertainments, with such like effeminate di- 
versions ; and, in this voluptuous course of life, if 
I mistake not, he passed about sixteen years^— 
till the quarrel happened between him and the 
Earl of Warwick, in which contest, though the 
. King was driven out of his kingdom, yet his mis- 
fortune lasted not long ; for he quickly returned, 
fought his adversary, defeated, and killed him, 
and re-assuming the Government, fell again to his 
pleasures, and indulged himself in them in a more 
violent manner than before. From this time he 
feared nobody, and living a luxurious life he gfew 
very fat, and his excess inclined him to diseases 
in the very flower of his age ; he died suddenly 
(as was reported*) of apoplexy, and the family 

* There were yarioiu opinions concerning this Prince's 
deaUi : some attribating it to poison, others to frief, but .the 
generatity to a'sorfoity which is most probable. 

z 
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lost the kingdom as to the succession in the 
lilie^ &c. &c« 

'^ In our time ftlso, there reigned two wise and 
valiant Princes, Mathias^ King of Hungary^ and 
Mahomet Ottaraan^ Emperor of the Turks. This 
Mathias was the son of a valiant young gentle* 
man, called ' the White Knight of Wal^chia/ a 
person of great honour and conducty who for a 
king time had governed the kingdom of Hbuigary, 
and had fought several battles with the Turks. 
Not k)ng after his death, Lancefet, or Ladishuis^ 
came to man's estate, who was heir to that king^ 
dom, and to the lungdoms of Bohemia and Poland 
besides. This Lancelot was advised by some per- 
sons to seize upon the two sons of the White 
Knight, pretending, that their &ther having 
usurped and exercised so much power in that 
kingdom (during his in&ncy.), it was not impro- 
bable his sons might do the same. Upon whiph 
the said Lancelot resolved to have them both ap* 
prehended, and his orders were accordingly obey-* 
ed. He put the eldest to death, and sent the other, 
which vfBs Mathias, a prisoner to Buda, the chief 
town in Hungary ; but he did not remain k>ng 
under that confinement, for, a while after, this 
Lancelot (or Ladishus) -was poisoned at Prague, 
by a Bohemian hdy of quality, (whose brodier I 
have seen). He had been in love with her, and 
she with him,; but being incensed at his marriage 
in France with Magdalen, daughter of King 
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Charles the Seventh (calfed now tbe Princess 
of Vienne), which was contrary with hfs engage- 
ments with her^ she poisoned him in abaih^ as he 
was eating an apple, by conveying the poison into 
the haft of the knife. 

^ Upon the death of Lancefet, the Barons of 
Hungary assembled at Buda, for the election of 
a King, according to ancient priviledge. Vlfhilst 
they were mightily divided, and in great contro- 
versy about the election, the widow of the White 
Knight, and mother of Mathias, entered the town 
in a very splendid e<]uipage, for she^was very rich, 
especially in ready money, whicfa her husband 
had left her, by the power of which she was able 
to raise men immediately ; aad, besides, it is not 
improbable that she had a party in tile town, and 
among- the electors, upon account of the autiiority 
ami services of her husband^. As soon as she 
came into the cfly, she marched directly to the 
priison and rcfeased her son : upon which they 
rhose this Mathtaa for their King, who reigned 
among them in great prosperity, with as much ap- 
plause and esteem as any of his predecessors, and 
in some things more. He was a man of as much 
courage as any of that age, and obtained mi^ny 
signal vi^ tories over the Turks, without any loss 
to his own kingdbm, &c. Ac. 

'• In the latter end of his days, finding he was 
become formidable, he bc^an to affect grandeur, 
and a splendid way of living*, and provided a world 
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of rich hangingB^ jeweK ^nd plate^ for the oma* 
ment of his palace, &c. He bad also aa inclina- 
tion to make himself terrible to his own subjects^ 
and turned a very tyrant towards the latter encL 
After which he fell into a grievous and incurable 
distemper, as it were in his youth, for he waa but 
eight and twenty years of age^ and died in Vienne, 
the chief city of Austria, 1491 — his life having 
been one continued scene of sorrow and labour, 
without any considerable pleasure or ease. 

" The Great Turk, whom I mentioned before, 
was a wise and valiant Prince ; but he made more 
use of his cunning than courage, &c. This great 
Prince, At the age of twenty-three, todc Constan- 
tinople^ or the city of Gonstantine. I have seen 
his picture drawn at that age, which represented 
him vigorous and sprightly. It was a great shame 
and reflexion upon all Christendom, to suffer that 
city to be lost. And as his conquests were great 
over the Christians, so were they no less consider- 
able over those of his own religion ; for he con- 
tinued to perform wonderful exploits, and so many, 
that I heard a Venetian Ambassador say^ in pre- 
sence of Charles Duke of Buigundy, that this 
Mahomet had conquered two empires, four king* 
doms, and four hundred cities, with abundance <tf 
other successes too tedious to mention here. 

'' The greatest part of his affairs were transact- 
ed by himself, according to the practice of onr 
Kingi and Mathias of Hungary, who were^ mth- 
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out tiU diRpute^ the wisest' Princes who bad reign- 
ed for an hundred years before. But the gene- 
rosity of bur master's cdnversationy and his libe- 
rality to his servants^ as well foreign as others^ 
distinguish him very much 'above the rest^ and 
made him more venerable than either of the other 
two^ and it is no wonder^ for he was styled ' the 
most Christian King.* 

'' As to worldly pleasures and enjoyments, this 
Turk had his share^ and spent most of his time in 
them. And it is well he did ; for otherwise he 
would have done more mischief to Christendom^ 
bad he not been so employed. He indulged his 
genius in all kinds of sensuality, and wbs strongly 
given to gluttony^ which brought on him an ill 
habit of body^ and occasioned a numberless train 
of diiseases; which continued upon hifti as long as 
he lived. Every spring he had a swelling in one 
of his legs^ that made it as big as a man's middle, 
(as I have heard from those who have seen it), 
which never broke, but dispersed of its own ac- 
cord, and no surgeon could tell what to make of 
it, but all agreed his intemperance was the occa- 
sion of it, though perhaps it was a judgement from 
Heaven. * And one reason why he suffered him- 
self to be ^een so seldom, and shut himself up in 
his chariot when he went abroad; was, lest he 
should discover this infirmity and grow contempt- 
able to the people. He died about the fifty-second 
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year of his Hge, and suddenly ; yet he made a 
will, which 1 have seen, in which he seemed (if it 
was true) to have some remorse for a tax which 
he had lately laid upon his sabjects, &c. 

^?%i? Aulh&r's tanchzsion and mortd. 

'^ Thus have you seen the death of several il- 
lustrious persons^ in a short time^ who have borne 
so much sorrow, and endured so many fatigues, 
only to extend their dominion^ and advance their 
fame and glory, beyond that of their neighbouring 
moaarchs ; perhaps not only to the shortening of 
their lives, but to the endangering the wel&re of 
their immortal souls. I am not speaking here of 
the Turk, for I question not but that he is gone 
to his predecessors ; but of our King and the rest, 
of whom I hope God will have mercy. But to 
speak.freely (as one that is no great scholar, but 
yet has had some experierice in the world), vrould 
it not have been better for them, and for all other 
great Princes and subjects whiitever, to be less 
ambitious in their desires : that k, not to be so- 
licitous and caiefiil about temporal things^ and 
have such vast and unreasonable designs in view. 
But to be more cautious of provoking God, op* 
pressing their sulgects, and invading their neigh* 
bourn, by so many cruel and unchristian ways, as 
I have said before* and rather eoiploy their tine 
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i n tranquillity and innocent diversion . Thus thdur 
lives would be longer^ their infirmities the later, 
their deaths less desirable to other people^ and 
less terrible to themselves. Can we desire any 
dearer exanij^es to prove hdw poor and ineon* 
siderable a creature man is ? How short aiid mi- 
serable his Jife^ and how little difference there is 
b^wixt jmnces and private persons ; sidce^ an 
aooD as they are de^^ whether rich or poor^ their 
bodies are abominable ; all people fly and ahun 
them^ and their soak are ito sooner separated but 
tbey rqpair to receive their doom^ which is giveo 
by Godj at thai very instant of time, according to 
every man's works; and this is called the particu- 
lar judgement." 



Extracts from fValsingham, 

m 

\ 

A remarkable occurrence wbieb took pkce id 
the reign of Edward the Second^ coDceming ibti 
great Thomas Duke of Lancaster^ tnd bit wife ; 
also, a sketch of the calamitous state of this king- 
dom in those days, suffering under the severe af- 
flictions of pestilence and fitmine, and the dreadful 
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distresses experienced in consequence.— ^A . D. 
1316. 



'' The King was now in so gtekt dislike and 
cystrast with the Lords and Barons, that they 
wonld not appear at Clarendon^ where the King- 
held a Councel. To augment this fatal aversion^ 
a certain Knight, belonging to John Earl Warren^ 
stole away firom Caneford, in Dorsetshire, the wife 
of Thomas Earl of Lancaster (the chief of the 
Lord's faction), not without the King's consent 
(as it was said), and he brought her to the said 
Earl Warren's Castle at Rigate^ with greatpomp, 
and in despfght of the Earl ; whom one Richard 
de St. Morrice, a wretched lame, deformed, and 
hunch-backed dwarfe, challenged for his wife^ 
pretending that he was formerly contracted to her^ 
by consummated marriage ; which she (the great- 
est and noblest inheritri:|^ of her time) did openly 
confess, to her immortal shame and infamy ; in- 
curring^ alas ! the public note of a most filthy 
strumpet This deformed dfe (having mighty 
seconds) durst, hereupon, claim the Earldoms of 
lancdne and Salisbury, as in her right ; and^ in 
the mean time, the name and honour of Thomas, 
the great Eari of Lancaster, was bafled, as it vere> 
by a light and wicked woman." 
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^' Mean while the state of the kingdom was 
most miserable^ there being no loTe betwixt the 
King and the PeerSj nor any great care in him^ or 
them^ of the common affairs ; nevertheless^ they 
assembled at a Parliament^ in London, where no 
great matter was concluded^ for the famine and 
pestilence encreased. The famine was grovm so 
terrible^ that horses^ dogs^ yea^ even men and 
children Were stolen for food^ and (which is hor« 
ribleto think) the thieves newly brought into the 
gaok^ were torn in pieces^ and eaten jvesently^ 
half aKve^ by such as had been longer there. 

'' In London it was proclaimed^ Uiat no com 
should be converted to brewer's uses ; which act 
the King (moved with compassion towards his na-^ 
tion) imitating^ caused to be executed throii^but 
all the kingdom ; otherwise the greater part of the 
people had died with penury of bread. The dy- 
sentery^ caused through raw and corrupt humoors^ 
engendered by evil meat^ and unnatural diet^ 
raged every where^ and together with other dread- 
ful maladies^ brought such multitudes of the poorer 
sort to their end^ that the living could scarcely 
bury the dead«'' fViabmgham. 
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From Speed — introducing the Opinions of 
variom Authors he had read^ re^^ecUng 
manner of the Deatfi ^ Richard the 
and hU awn moral r^ection on that disgracrfid 
deed. A. D. 1400. 

'' The desi^s of King Itichard's firieDds id bis 
&voiu% and their misfortunes being made knowo 
to him^ could not but wotk strongly in a soul op* 
pressed with griefs but wh^her so sfiroog^y as to 
make him resolve, by voluntary abstineiice, lu 
starve himself^ (as the &me wait) may be doubted; 
though it be past doubly that King Hettry ww not 
Sony he vras dead howsoeven That he was 
starved^ seems very plain ; thoughj as it is liet 
fain^ neither yet unlikdy^ that King Jieoiy 
pdvy to so foul a parricide^ so neither is it knovn^ 
but that Richard might as wett be starred of pur^ 
poie^ as starve himself. Master Stow^ a man for 
honest industry, very praiseworthy! saitb^ that 
King Ridhard was fifteoi days and nigbts tege^ 
ther> k^ in hungarj thirsty and coU^ till ha died. 
How true that vras in the cirramstanoe^ who 
knows ? But in the point of starving^ lie is deady 
vrith Walsinghtm; and a Knight, living aboat 
those times^ calieth it a death, never before that 
time known in England. Harding also, living 
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under King jBdward the Fourtt^ agrees of Iht 
rumour of starving. Master Cunibdefi, saitfa of 
Pomfret Castle^ that it is a place^ ' Princtpum 
ccBde^ and sanguine infamis/ but seems .to insi* 
iiuate> that tome other torments were roost widced-- 
ly practiced upon thk Idng^ as made oat of the 
way with hunger^ cold^ and unheard of torments; 
Polydor» therefore^ may in this be believed^ who 
writes of this poor deposed monarchy that which 
may well be called unheard of torments ; his diet 
being served io^ and set before him, in the wonted 
princely manner^ but he was not suffered either Uf 
touch or lAsle thereof. Idle therefore seems his 
dream J who writes be was murdered in the Tower ^ 
and not more credible theirs, who tell us of Sir 
Piers of Exton's assault, and the murder by him 
so basely acted upon this most mis^*able Prinoeli 
penon ; but miucfa more are they to bkme, who 
negligently, for credit of the fable^ quote Walsing^ 
ham, in whom, no syllable of such a thing is found. 
Only Ifector Boetias, wills Us to bdieve, that Ri^ 
chafd fled disguised into Scotland, was discovtv^ 
to King Robert, and honourably entertained ; but 
Rsdmrd, who would no more oi this worid; gave 
himself whoUy up to contemplation, and both lived, 
died, and was buried at Stirling; which fond 
&Ue bath nevertheless somewhat in it, for that 
some personated Richard might so do, is fieitiier 
impossible nor improbable, and indeed it was so. 
'^ The late King Richard, thus crudly «nd 
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beinoudy iDnrdered, (for in regard to pining to 
deaths tbe seeming frUe of his fight with Sir 
Piers of Exton^ was a sporty it being both noble 
and full of comfort, for a man of honour and cou- 
rage^ to die with weapon in hand. ) King Henry 
caused bis dead body to be brought up to London. 
O I Henry, if thou was author, or but privy (ttiough 
for thine own pretended safety^ and for that errors 
cause^ which is lewdly miscalled reasons of state) 
of such a murder^ we do not see how the shewing 
of the people his uncovered iace^ in St. Paul's^ did 
either conceal, or extenuate the execrable crime. 
But to let the world know that there was no hope 
or place for a Richard, that course was used, 
which may the rather confirm the truth of his en- 
fiunishment : for a violent death by braining, could 
not but Reform him too much ; and it is most pro- 
baUe such a death would be sought, as might least 
appear. ... 

^ Surely there is not a man, who at the report 
of 90 exquisite a barbarism as Richard's eniamish- 
ment, fepls not a*diiilling horror and detestation, 
what if but for a justly condemned galley slave so 
dying; but how for an anointed King, whose cha- 
racter, like that of holy orders, is indelable? The 
tn^cal spectacle of his dead body (perhaps be- 
cause it moved too much both pity and envy) was, 
afier a while, transported without hoaour, to 
Langl^y, in Hertfordikhire, where the kst rites 
were performed by the Bishop of Chester and the 
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Abbots of St. Albans and Waltham ; but neithar 
King Henry present^ (as at the exequies in Lon- 
don) and the great Lords and such other as were, 
had not so much as a funeral feast bestowed on 
them for their labour. But Henry the Fifth, in 
the first year of his reign, with great honour, did 
afterwards cause those royal remains to be in- 
terred in the sepulture of his ancestors, in West- 
minster. Amongst the fhyming Latin verses of 
his Epitaph, ye may marvel to read these in 
Fabian's English of them, considering upon what 
points he was tried out of majesty and state. 
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The Chureh he &TOur'd, casiiog the proud to ground. 
And all that would his Royal State confound." 



'' The said author, therefore, Robert Fabian, 
observing the scope of those lines, to damp their 
force, doth underwrite and annex this stanza, with 
much greater discretion than elegancy. 

^* But yet, alas! though that this m^tre or rime. 
Doth that embellish this noble Prince's fame; 
And that some Clerk, which fovonr^d his sometime, 
List by his cunning, thus to enhance his name, 
Tet, by his story appeareth in him some blame ;. 
Wherefore to Princes is surest memory, 
Their liyes to exercise in virtuous constancy.' 



ff 



'' The beautiful picture of a king sighing, 
crowned in a chair of estate, at the upper end of 
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tte qoire in St. Peter's^ in Westminster^ is snud to 
be of him^ which witnesseth how goodly and noble 
a creature he was in outward '■ ''*" ** 



Frmn Mdvit^^ Memoir. 



'' In the mean time the storms were abo so 
great here^ that a passage boat perished betwiit 
Bumtishnd and Leith^ wherein was a gentle* 
woman^ named Jean Kennedy^ who had been 
long in England with the Queen Mary^ his Ma- 
jesty's mother; and was since married to Sir 
Andrew Melvin^ of Garvock^ my brother. Master 
of his Majesty's Household : which gentlewoman, 
being discreet and grave, was sent for by his 
Majesty to be about the person of tiie Queeo, -his 
royal bride. This lady, being desired to make di- 
ligence, would not, by the storm, be stopped the 
sailing of the ferry; when the vehemence of the 
storm drove a ship forcibly upon the said boat, and 
drowned the gentlewoman, and all the persons in 
it, except two. In this boat I also lost two ser- 
vants. This storm, the Scottish witches confessed 
themselves, to his Majesty in person, was procured 
by dtom> by their art' 
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PifikUgies, Sigm, Prophecies^ %c. ^c. from the* 
time of the C hvemment of the Raman Enq^erors 
in BrUaniy to the conclusion of the Extracts} . 
Ucinius CfaUenusi, Emp. A. D. 861. Speed. 

^< The eakuBities of tki« Emperor's time were 
80 niimy^ as almost to exceed credit ; and signs 
shewed both in die Heavens and the Earthy mani^ 
fested his wratb^ that sat upon the Tlirone et 
Jaspar ; from whose presence issued thunderings^ 
lightnings^ and voices. For^ by writers of best 
credit^ the sun was' clouded^ as under sackdoUi^ 
and dot seen for many days together; earthquakes 
great and fearfuHy resounding, overthrew cities 
and other edifices^ shaking the ground so terribly^ 
that vast caves and hideous bowels of the ear^ 
were thereby laid open^ and thereout (no less 
strangely) flowed great streams of sti^ water. 
The earth roared and seemed to murmur^ when 
there "was no voice heard in the air. The sea 
oversweBed her bmks, and brake into fsany con* 
tinents^ drowning countries^ cities^ and people. 
Besides all ttiese^ so violent a pestilence mged^ 
that in Rome no less than five thousand persons 
<Med in a day." 
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•Prvdigies, and Death of the Emperor Flmius. 

A.D. S64. SahelUeuM. 

*' At the Emperor's first departure from Persia, 
he visited the city of Tarsus^ where he caused the 
sepulchre of Julian (though otherwise he bad 
found him averse both in affection and religion ; 
yet for that, he was his preceding Emperor) to be 
richly adorned ; and taking Antioch in his way, 
for many days together was troubled with some 
accidents, which that age did .take for ominous 
signs. For the statue of Maximianus Cassar, 
standing at the entrance of the King's Palace, let 
fall the ball, or globe, out of his hand, no force 
moving it thereto. Horrible sounds and noises 
were heard within the Consistory, and bbzing 
stars appeared at noon day. 

'' Hence, therefore, he marched in great haste^ 
and at Ancyra declared his son (a very infant) his 
Csesar; whose wailings and unwillingness to ride 
in the Imperial Chariot, portended what after- 
wards happened. For hasting still towards Con- 
stantinople, he came to Dadastana, a place that 
divideth Bythania and Galetia asunder, and there 
died suddenly, of the obstructions and stopping cX 
the lungs, caused by the damp of a new mortared 
chamber wherein he lay ; or (as others write) by 
coals there set to dry the new ceiling, whose s%r 
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pours having; no vent, or issue^ stifled him to deaths 
the 17th of February, the year of the world's re- 
demption, 364 — aged 33 years." 



Of Prodigies, in the Reign of the Emperor 

Valentimamis. 

'' Strangle and dreadful were the signs that in 
the thurd year of this Emperor chanced, as earth- 
quakes, inundations, and the like, whereof M ar- 
cellinus thus reporteth : A little after the sun ris- 
ing (saith he), the mighty and steady mass of the 
whole earthly globe shook ; flashes of lightning, 
very thick and fierce, going before ; the sea also 
driven aside, and the waves and billows so prepos- 
teriously tumbling and retiring back, that the deep 
gulphs^ being discovered and laid empty, a man 
miglit have seen sundry sorts of swimming crea- 
tures sticking in the mud ; also the vast vallies 
and rocks, which nature had set far away uiider 
the huge waters, did now behold the beams of the 
sun, insomuch that many ships were bedded fast 
in the dry ground, and flocks of people were 
straggled at their pleasure, in the small remains of 
water, to take up fishes, as the sea spoil ; when, 
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on the sudden^ the waves disikaining to be thus 
diepossessed^ returned with such violent beating 
jpon the islands and promontaries^ which lay far 
into the sea, as that they overflowed and hid level 
an infinite number of buildings and cities ; and 
therefore^ in this furious discord of the elements, 
the surface of the world being covered^ represent- 
ed strange and wonderful sights. Among which, 
St. Jerome reporteUi, that it rained woo! fh>m 
Heaven, so perfect and good, that no better ever 
grew on a sheep, the natural producer of it, &c. 

^ Bdt the death of the Emperor presently fol- 
lowing these events, admits no mention cmt fiirther 
discourse, whose death happened in this msmnw.' 
The Quadi, after many molestations done to the 
Roman legions, and their confederates, sent their 
jftmbassadoTs unto the Emperor, desiring pardon 
for their fiMmw fiEiidts committed, and an aboKdi- 
went of aH remembrance thereof: with whom, 
being in earnest conference, suddenly the blood 
gushed out of his mouth, and, being laid upoD a 
bed, shortly after died of an apoplexy, or rather of 
the plague, as the blue marks which appeared op^- 
on fais body gave conjecture. He died Novem- 
h&c the seventh, of his age fifty*five yeut, and 
the birth of Christ 375/' 
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Cf Prodigies which happened m the Reign of 
Britkric, the second King of the West Saxons. 
From Roger Hoveden. A. D. 784. 

(An amusing and interesting detail.) 

'' Brithric^ lineally descended from Cherdik^ the 
first king of the West Saxons^ was a man of a soft 
and quiet disposition ; he married Ethelburga^ the 
daughter of great Ofla^ the Mercian King^ by 
whose power he expelled Egbert^ that ruled a 
lordship in his province under him, whose fame 
encreasing^ through his feats in war^ drove many 
jealousies into King Brithdc's head; and the 
more^ by the instigation of Ethelbiirga^ his queen^ 
who^ bearing herself great because of her parent- 
age^ practised the downfall and destruction of them 
whom she hated, and, by her suggestions^ this 
Egbert was banished on suspicion of conspiracy . 

''It afterwards chanced, that she, preparing 
poison to make an end of one of the king's mt- 
niotis, wrought thereby (though unwittingly) the 
king's death ; for he, by tasting the confectionj 
ended his life. Wherein she, fearing the just 
revenge of his subjects, fled into France; and by^ 
Charles, then king, was so courteously entertain- 
edj as that for her great and pasHing beauty there 
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was offered her the choice of him or his son. But 
she^ in her youthful humour and desire^ choosing' 
the son, she was debared from both; and thnisl 
into a monastry in the habit, though not the af- 
fection, of a nun. Where, not long after, she 
abused her body, by committing adultery, and was 
shortly expelled, and in beggarly misery ended 
her life ; as by many that so saw her it was re- 
ported, as we have heard, (saith Asserius mine 
author) — For this her most heinous crime, where- 
by was wrought the death of her husband. For 
which cause, the West Saxons ordained a law, 
to the great prejudice of all their Queen's suc- 
ceeding, that none should have either title, ma- 
jesty, or place of royalty, which was severely exe- 
cuted for many years afterwards. 

'^ In the days of this Brithric, many prodigies 
appeared, and more perhaps then will be bdieved. 
For it is reported, that, in his third year, a shower 
of blood rained from Heaven, and bloodj crosses 
fell upon men's garments as they walked abroad. 
And, in his tenth year, were- seen fiery dragons 
flying in the air. Which wonders some took to 
be presages of the miseries which followed, both 
by the invasion of the Pagan Danes that in these 
times were first seen to arrive in this island, and 
also of the extreem famine that afterwards hap- 
pened/' 
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A Prophecy — which zvas supposed by the Historian 
here quoted to have been the principal cause of 
the Death of that great Prince George, Duke 
of Clarence, second brother to Edtoard the 
Fourth. S^d. 

'^ I am not ignorant that some have alledged 
the cause of this nobleman's death to arise from a 
foolish prophecy^ whereof (saith Comine) the 
Engli9hmen are never unfurnished^ and this^ as 
the Cabalists who used to make an art of their 
letters^ gave forth, forsooth, that a G should reign 
after an E, which must needs be George of Cla- 
rence, though Glocester, more crafty, lay in wind 
for the game. This^ indeed, troubled the King 
not a little, but the Queen and her blood much 
more, and therefore, pf both King and Queen^ 
Duke George was mistrusted, and greatly malign- 
ed in all that he did. 

" The Duke being now a widower (for War- 
wick's daughter was dead), sent unto his sister 
Margaret, Dutchess of Burgundy, to work a mar- 
riage for him with her hu&band's daughter, the 
Lady Maria. Against which the Queen most 
earnestly interposed herself; and solicitedthe lady 
in behalf of Lord Anthony, Earl Rivers, her bro- 
ther, whereby great discontent was ministered to 
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the Duke, and new jealousies daily bred in the 
King's breast. But howsoever Clarence had of- 
fended, certain it is that be was *)ond gaUty by 
the foresaid Parliam^l, aod the eleventh of 
March following, alter be had offered bis nwss 
penny in tlie Tower of Ix>ndoa, he was drowned 
in a butt of Malmsey ; whose body vras buried at 
Tewkesbury, in Glocestershire, by the body of his 
Dutchess, Lady Isabel, Ckiuntess of Warwick, 
who, being near ber confineiTient, died by pmson 
a little before. 

" Yet although the King had consented to his 
brother's death.; yet no sooner was it done, but 
that be repented, and wished it again undone, and 
.was so grieved at the remembrance, as, when any 
made suit for the life of a condemned, he would 
c^nly say — ' Oh ! unfortunate brother, for whose 
life no man made suit' 

" This good Duke (for so be was called) left 
issue behind him, Edvrard, Earl of Warwick, and 
Mai^aret, afterwards Countess of Salisbaty ; both 
of them infants, and followers of their felheKsbod 
fortune : he a continual prisoner ; at four and 
twenty years of age, under Henry the Seventh, 
be was beheaded upon Tower Hill ; and she, at 
six^-two, lost her's within the Tower, in the limQ 
of Henry the Eight," 
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Of the Inhuman Sacrifices of the Danes. — 

Cambden 



'* The manner of their religion^ or rather sa- 
peititition and idolatry^ was much like unto the 
atfaerOennans and Saxons, whose principal God, 
and natumal reputed patron, was Thar, unto 
whom tbe fearth day of the week for his service 
was assigned, whereof as yet it beareth his name 
Thursday. Who, in his rpbes, was set upon a 
Mmptuous bed, the canopy whereof was be^ 
spangled with stars of gold ; unto him they per- 
formed <keir devotions, and ascribed all their 
fortunes in tikeir affairs unto his order and pro-* 
tection. 

^' They sacrificed unto Thar, whom they wor^ 
shi^pedin old time as their Lord ; for whom they 
Ulled not many sheep, oxen, or oth^ cattle, but 
offered unto him man's blood, thinking that to be 
tbe most precious obhtion of all others ; whoq 
when the priest, by casting of lots, had destinatcfd 
to death, they were all at once deadly smitten up^- 
on the head with ox-yokes, and every one thus 
chosen by lot, having at one stroke his brains 
dashed out, was laid along on the ground, and 
there, with a narrow prying, was sought out the 
fibre, or vein of the heart, on the left side, whence 
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drawing the blood, aa their custom was, and 
therewith besmearing the heads of their dearest 
friends ; forthwith they hoist sails, thinking thar 
gods well pleased with mich sacrifices, and fore 
deeming happy success to their intended enter- 
prizes. 

" Ditmams, the Bishop (a most ancient author), 
recordeth another detestable superstition used by 
the Danes, to purchase the favour of their gods. — 
* Because (saith he) I have heard' wonderful re- 
ports of the ancient sacrifices which the DaneA and 
Normans used, I will not now let them pasii un- 
touched. In those parts there is a place, and tfae 
chief it is of that kingdom called Lederum, in a 
province named Selon, where every ninth year, in 
the month of January, after the time in which we 
celebrate the nativity of our Lord, they all as- 
. semble together, and there they kill, and sacrifice 
unto th«r gods, ninety and nine men, and as many 
horses, with dogs, and also cocks, instead of 
bawks ; assuring themselves, that thereby their 
gods are fully pleased and pacified. And thus 
much may serve for a taste and view of their cus- 
toms, names, and originals." 
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The Tn&ubles and Death of Humfr^ the Good, 
Duke of Gloucester, A. D. 1447. From Stomas 
Annala. 

" Hurnfrey, the renowned Duke of Glocester^ 
Lord Protector of England^ felt the first stroke of 
the evil Angela which was sent to punish England^ 
and to root out her nobles. This Duke was much 
hated of the Queen (Margaret^ wife to Henry the 
Sixth) and her faction^ as the only man who^ by 
his prudence^ as also by the honour and autho- 
rity of his place^ seemed to impeach that soyereig;n 
command^ which they pretended to settle in the 
King's own person^ but meant indeed (as the man- 
ner is oft under soft Princes) to reign themselves 
in another name. Many great Lords were drawn 
on^ at the time of a Parliament then holden at 
St Edmond's Bury^ to concur for his ruin ; not 
perceiving that thereby they plucked up the flood- 
gate at which the Duke of York entered^ over- 
whelming all of them in a deluge of blood. 
Whether they had any true and just fear of the 
Duke of Glocester himself, lest perhaps he should 
take .revenge upon any particular person among 
them^ is doubtful^ - though it be probable enough 
that he had. Hear some things which fore-v^nt 
this Parliament About five or six years before^ 
Eleanor^ Duchess of Glocester^ was condemned 



for witchcfBft and sorcery; and afterwards in- 
dicted of treason, in the Guild Hall of London, 
before the £ark of Huntingdon, Stafibnl^ SnflEoH^ 
Md Northomberbnd, and certain Lords^ F«ihope 
and Hungerford, with others, and Judges of both 
Benches ; of which crimes she was appealed, by 
one Balingbroke, an astronomer, and Thomas 
Southwell, a dianon; which Southw^ waa 
charged to have said masses over certain instru* 
ments, by which the astronomer should practice 
necromancy against the Jife of the King. These 
being taken, accused her as being accessary, she 
baring desired the hel^ of their arts, to. knew whi^ 
would beM her. 

^' Some part hereof she confessed fof wUcb 
she was put to public and solemn penance, in Lon- 
don, upon ihree several day^, with fWond^cfid 
shame to 'her person ; and after,, she was cooh- 
mitted to perpetual prison, under the ward <if Sir 
Thomas Stanley, in the castle 4if Obester ; but 
fipom thence, removed to SLenilwerUi* .Herfride^ 
fidsdioed^ avaricBi and wickedness, werecausesef 
her confusion, (saith Stow>, though not'Seemiiig 
tO' attribute much^ccedit to the aoeusation.) 

' ''.The. DiAe oft£ik)ee0ter» her anhappy Iiofd 
and imsbmid, (<iitetn she,, by love 'Ciips«nd«a* 
ffcaotments, ms ^d 4o have inveigled, using 
Ihwei^y Wfi Margery 'Gardmain^ a witdi ^ Ey, 
ia^Suiblk, iwho^ims boiAt ia SmithicU) . stimg 
with tfais^ reproach J mffxi jreaseMMy be.lhoagbt 



ANCIENT HIiTOBY. 268 

not unwilling to do somewhat Howsoever thoii 
was^ his destruction borrowed coantenance frooL 
that opinion. The Duke^ therefore, being coom^ 
to attend in this Parliament at Barie, was arrested 
of High Treason^ by John^ Lord Beaumont, High 
Constable of England, the Dukes of Buckingham 
and Somerset, with others. Certain of the King^s 
Househbid were appointed to guard him. Not 
long after, he was found dead. His body was 
shewn to the I^rds and Commons, as though he 
had died of a palsey, or apoplexy. Of thirty and 
two of hi9 servants who were attached. Sir Hugh 
Chamberlaine, -Knight, Richard Middleton, Tho- 
mas Herbert, and Arthur Marsey, Esquires, and 
Richard Beedham, Gent, were condemned of 
High Treason, and had this unexampled punisb-^ 
nent. They were drawn* from the Tower lof 
liondon to Tyburn, hanged, let down quidk, 
stripped naked, marked with a knife to be quar- 
tered, and then a charter of pardon shewed for 
their lives, by the Marquis of Suffolk. But the 
Yeomen of the Crown had their liveliboody the 
Executioner, their clothes. 

" Their pardons were thus obtained, by the 
earnest diligence of Doctor Gilbert WorthingtoUj 
a fiimous preacher. Parson of St. Andrew's, Hd- 
bom, &c. &c, 

'' Such was the end of this great man and noble 
Prince; who, notwithstanding this open shewiBg 
of his body, and these pretended eiimes, vrasy by 
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the people of England, thought to be doubly mur' 
dered — ^by detraction, and deadly practice. - He 
was not only a trae lover of learned men, but a 
learned man himself, and an affectionate fether of 
his country." 



Anecdotes of the famous champion, John Courcy, 
Easi of Ulster, in the reign of King John. 
Extracted from. Annals Hiherrda. 

'* For this seemeth to be the time when PhiQip 
(Kin^ of Prance) sent a braving champion to jus- 
tify by duel, before the states here in England, 
what his master had done in France against their 
King in open war ; and though it was not deemed 
expedient to jeopard a tiUe of such weight on the 
arms and fortune of one man, yet it was resolved 
the challenger should not pass unanswered; — 
whereto none was held Biter than John Courcy, 
Earl of Ulster, (who, for rebellion and denying 
his homage to his king, was condemned to perpe- 
nmentin the Tower), a man of giant 
d strength, and of some dispositions 
>le, if they bad not been savaged with 
w rudeness ; which appeared, not only 
vild speeches, touching the King's mis- 
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usage of his nephew Anthur (which some by error 
alledge as cause of his indurant durance), but 
even now^ when the King demanding hiin^— - 
' Whether he would combat in his quarrel ?' ' No; 
(quoth he) not in thy quarrel^ nor for thy sake — 
but for the kingdom's right I will fight to the 
death/ 

'^ Against which day^ whilst he^ repaired with 
large diet^ his impaired limbs and sinews^ the 
Frenchman^ hearing of his excessive feeding and 
strength answerable thereto^ thereby fearing that 
he had been some monster of nature^ rather than 
aman^ he secretly sneaked away into Spain, asham- 
ed to shew his face in France again. 

'^ Courcy, finding the King gracious, was here- 
upon released, and is said (if this be not to digress) 
to have crossed the seas for Ireland fifteen times, 
and evermore beaten back again to the shore ; ac- 
knowledged himself therein justly punished of 
God, never again to see his own seat, for dis- 
placing God out of his, when he converted the 
Church of Prependaries in Doun, consecrated to 
the Blessed Trinity, into an Abbey of Monks, to 
the honour and name of St. Patrick, whose image 
was erected in a stately seat, wherein before the 
Trinity was deportracted> which was thence re- 
jected into a private chapel. 

. '' The Irish relate, that the two Kings being 
afterwards together (beUke when they made th.e 
next truce in France), King Phillip hearing Cour'- 
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. cy to be in the English camp^ intreated to see 
some experiment of his strength^ which was so 
much feared and so strangely reported ; whereon 
a helmit of excellent proofs full forced with mail, 
being set upon a great wooden blocks the fiail, 
lifting bis trusty skeyne^ first louring about him 
with a dreadful aspect^ cleft so deep through the 
steely resistance into the knotty wood^ that none 
could draw it out but himself^ who did it with 
ease. And being asked by the Kings^ ' Why he 
frowned so ireAilly before the stroke ?' Nb toM 
them^ that he then intended^ if he had ihiled of his 
Mow^ to have kiUed them all, both Kings^ and 
others^ the lookers on." 



Treaeheiy of the Regent (the Earl MoTthn) 



Interesting particQkrs of ttie state of Seothud 
during ^e time of the captivity of Mary, and the 
minority of her son James ; with die narrative of 
' the ftteof the nobte and amiable Laird of Grrange, 
with the description given of his virtues, his per- 
son, tm brave and gaBant conduct, and th* uhfbf- 
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. tunate and deplored termination of his tronfoles 
and his life. 

From Mdvm'8' Memoirs. 

^' About thb time my Lord Regent * sent a let- 
ter to me^ with all diligence to come to him. At 
my coming, he made a heavy moan for the civil 
troubles which were kindled in the country^ by 
the craft and malice of some in England^ and aome 
itt Scotland, taking the colour of this or that au* 
thority, and yet were only moved with tiieir - own 
particularities, to the hurt of both King, Qneen^ 
and country ; desiring me that I would' go unto 
the Castle of Edinburgh, and shew them, as of 
my own head, and not as from him^ that I under^ 
stood he perceived — albeit too late^ how that we 
were led upon the ice, and that it vras the interest 
of an true Scotchmen to agree that the state may 
be settled. And, says he^ you may desire them 
to seek to treat witti me thereabouts : which, you 
may assure them, they will obtain, if they seek the 
same. And offer yourself to be the instrument 
to bring on a good agreement between diem and 
me, wkidi shall, by God's grace, take good effect 
upon your return with their reasenable offim and 
ansiwer. 

'* Whereupon I went to Bdinbiu^h, and (bund 

• BsriofMmr, 
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tbemi all inclined to peace and quietness, with 
little need of persuasion thereto ; for they were 
near a point before with my Lord of Lennox^ and 
some former conferences had been betwixt my 
brother and Captain Coning^ham thereabouts. 

" At my return to the Regent, he was very 
glad, saying, he knew these honest gentlemen 
were ever willing to cease from discord and civil 
commotion, seeing the Queen was captive, to 
whom their owning her authority could do no 
good, but evil; but that they had been by crafiy 
practices, cast against their will, upon a contrary 
course. Then he enquired, upon what conditions 
the captain and his friends would agree ? 1 said, 
** that the Laird of Grange would not sdl his duty 
to his Prince and country for any advantage, but 
would serve his King and his country to settle the 
estate, so long as the Queen was detained in 
' England ; and if God pleased to grant her liberty^ 
they doubted not but she and her son would agree 
betwixt themsdves ; to which all honest and good 
subjects would consent. They, for their partsi, 
desired no man's lands, nor goods, but only liberty, 
peaceable to ei\joy their own livings. Only 
Grange desired, that the Regent would cause to 
pay c<9rtain ddits, contracted for repairing the 
castle and aitiUery ; which condition the Repent 
promised to fulfil, and to be an assured firiend to 
Grange^ and thoae in the castle.' And without 
any other ceremony^ he called the Lsird of TuN 
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libardine, and after he declared unto him how far 
we had proceeded^ be put his hand into mine^ and 
did swear the peace^ in. presence of the said Tul- 
libardine, wlio had also been a good instrument in 
the said agreement^ together with Mr. Clement 
Little, afterwards Provost- of Edinbui^h. No 
man was privy thereto^ but my Lady Mar and 
Captaip James Coningham. 

'^ After this the Regent went to Eklinburgh to 
convene the Ijords of Council, to shew them the 
calamities that the civil wars produced, and to let 
them see how necessary an agreement would be 
to the whole country. In the mean time, until 
the appointed council day, he went to Dalkeith, 
where he was nobly treated by the Earl of Morton ; 
shortly after which, he took a vehement sickness, 
which caused him to ride suddenly to Stirling, 
where he died, regretted by many. Some of his 
friends, and the vulgar, suspected he had gotten 
wrong at his banquet. 

'' The Earl of Morton, after the decease of the 
Earl of Mar, was made Regent, England helping 
it with all their might So soon as he was. chosen, 
he sent for me, declaring how that against his 
mind and inclinations, the Lords had burdened 
him with that troublesome office ; whereof, seeing 
he behoved to accept, he could wish that he might 
stand the country and Commonwealth in some 
stead. First, he would desire the help of jail good 
and honest men, to draw on peace and concord to 

Bb 
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the quietiiem of the State ; praying ne, u ooe for 
whom he bad ever entertained qiecial favour, to 
travel with my friends of the cattle for that effect, 
and to pentode then to go forwvrd with him, as 
(hey were jniAded to do with the Earl of Mar; 
asmring me that none of the fonner Regents, at 
any time, had been more wfflii^tban he was, pre- 
sently to put an end to the civil UouUes, ncv that 
I should remembM" less the partjalities post, and 
that the Regent should not revenge the Eari of 
Morton's quarrels. But, whoever woqM sore 
the King, and be his firiend, he would embrace 
thev, npon what foctioit soever they had fbnneity 
been. And that he was willing to give whatever 
conditions file Earl of Mar had offered ; that I 
^HNild have the Priory of Pittenweem for my 
pains ; the Laird «rf Grange, the Bishi^ric of 
St. Ancfarew's and Castle of Kackness ; and every 
one within the-owtle should be restored to tfaeir 
lands and possession as before. 

" It was very hard to bring on this agreement 

with Uie Bail of Morton, forthe evil opinion which 

was concaved of him^and the hurtful marks they 

supposed by proof and appeaninces, that he wonld 

shoot at, being by nature covetous, and too great 

widt England, and ever jealous that the King 

■—»"" he his mis ; concerning- which, a lady who 

mistress, had shewn him the answers of 

kdcs. Yet die Laird of Grange, who was 

Kng to see concord ni his country, was 
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easily p er twd cd ; the liofd Hume and LMiligtoYi 
Hisde some resistatic^ at fint^ but we^e dtoi tt 
leiigtb GOiiteoC. So that after I had passed twice 
or thrice between them^ they appeared t0 he 
B[gtBtA in their hearts ; and the Land of Orange 
said, he wonld cause all the ^est of the Qaeen's 
faction to agrefe with the Regent; but he refofeed 
to take the Bishopric of St Atidrew's^ and Castle 
of Blackness^ desiriag nothing bat his own laads. 
" When I returned to the Regent with this an-' 
swer^ conform to hit desire^ he wsb marveknifliy 
gleid; but when I declared^ thstt the Laiid of 
Grange would be a good instrameat to cause aB 
the rest of the Queen's faction to agree also widi 
him; he answered^ that was nM meet. And 
when I reasoned againrt bftn^ and shewed him 
how 1 had spoken in his name^ that he was re« 
sdred to~ have agreed all Sootfand, and that 
Grange had no quarrel of his own^ but to help a 
number of nofaleinen who required his protection 
during the King's minority, and had requested the 
Regent once to agree with them altogeCber, for 
Grange's honour ; and afterwards he^ and all these 
of the castle, should band .with hiifi, and lay aside 
all olbeir bands. The Regent aaswered and snd, 
' James, I wiii be plain with you ; it is not my in- 
tdrest to agree with them all;, for then their fiitthm 
will be as strong as ever it w»9, thereby they may, 
ssne day, circumvent md if they please ^ there- 
fore, it is my gaide to diytde tbcfea. And more** 

Bb 2 



372 BBAiniEB OF 

over, there have been g^reat troubles' in this coini-' 
try this while by gone^ and during them great 
wrongs and extortions committed, for the whidh, 
some fashion of punishment must be made ; and 
1 would rather the crimes should be hid upon the 
Hamiltons, the Earl of Huntly, and their adhe- 
rents^ than upon your friends ; and by their wreck 
.1 shall get more profit^ than by that of those in the 
castle^ that have neither so great lands to escheat 
to us^ as the reward of our labours. Therefore 
shew Grange and your friends/ that either they 
must agree without the Hamiltons and the Eaib 
of Huntly and Argyle^ or the said Lords will agree 
without him and these of the castle/ To this I 
answered^ ' that I understood him^ his speeches 
being very plain/ . With this I went again to 
the castle^ and rehearsed our whole reasonings. 
Grange said^ it was neither godly or just dealing, 
to lay the blame upon those who were richest^ for 
their lands and goods, and not upon them who 
were guiltiest ; seeing these noblemen had been 
ever willing to agree^ after that the Queen was 
kept in England^ but could not be admitted: And 
yet, if they would now abandon him, and agree 
without him, and those in his company, he had 
deserved better at their hands; yet, he had rather 
that they should leave and deceive him^ than tiiat 
he should do it unto them. 
• " When I had given this return to Morton, and 
he perceived that Grange stood finn upon his ho- 
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nesty and reputation^ he appeared to like him the 
better^ and seemed as if he had been resolved to 
go forward with those of the castle. At my de- 
sire^ he sent up Carmichel, to hear out of their 
own mouths, so far as I had spoken in their name. 
They of the Castle likewise sent Pittarrow to the 
Regent, to hear out of his own mouth, so far 
about the agreement, as I had said to them in his 
name. This I did for my discharge, whatever 
might come afterwards. 

'^ The Regent asked at what time the Castle of 
Eklinburgh should be delivered to him ? I said, 
* within half a year.' ' What security,* said he, 
^ shall I have for it ?' I said, ' I should be a 
pledge, if he would accept me for it/ Then he 
enquired, why I sought so long a delay ? 1 an- 
swered, in the first place, till all articles and pro* 
mises might be performed, and likewise, because 
though the Laird of Grange was ever esteemed 
an honest man, yet by wrong reports and practices, 
the ministers have been stirred up to cry out and 
preach against him; therefore, to enable him to 
serve for the future, it would be some satisfaction 
to his mind, to let the world see, that as well after 
the agreement, as before, he should be esteemed 
alike honest and worthy to keep the house ; and 
then, at the time appointed, the Regent should be 
entreated to receive the Castle out of his hands. 
He appeared to be very well content with this 
manner of dealing, and gave me great thanks for 

Bb 3 
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the tnvel I bad made, deiiriug; me to go hoine^ 
and he ia the meaa time wqidd ceaTene the rest 
of the aoblemea of his side, and aequaint them 
with his proceediQg;8^ and take their advice and 
Gooaeat to thia good woi^, which he doubted not 
to procure ; and therefiqre» be said, he would 9eqd 
ior me again, and put the form of the agreement 
iu writing. 

'^ But be inunediately took another course^ and 
sent a $t man to the Hamiltons, the Earis of 
Huntly, Argyle, and their dependants, and offered 
an accommodation to them, if they would be satn- 
fied to make an agreement by themselves, not in- 
cluding Gnnge, and those in the Castle; whick 
condition they accepted of, without maki|ig thereia 
any ceremoniesi, whereby they bjy their letters in- 
9(antly from Perth, adyertised the Ijaird of Grange ; 
lamenting, that the straits they were reduced to^ 
ba4 compelled tbem to acc^l thiU agreement^ 
which the Regept had offered them. ; praying him 
not to take it in evil part, seeing; they had no 
bp^^j, or strength to retire themselvea to. They 
gave him many thanks for the help, and assistance 
he had made tb?m, which they said they, shomJd 
never forget, so long aa God ^ou|d lend ^hep 
their. Uves. 

** This w^s the recompence this good gentle* 
man obtained, fpv the great help he had given 
these Lords, the hazard he h^d run npon their 
account, and the charges he had be«Q at in aiding 
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Hiem^ with hi$ generous and honourable ireftuial to 
accept those terms for himself^ excluding them, 
not imagining the Regent would be so malicious, 
as to cast him^ and not accept of his friendship^ 
which he incontinently offered, after the rest were 
agreed. But from that time forth, the Regent 
W4>uld hear none of his offers, persuading the rest 
of his fturtion, that these of the Castle were too 
proud and wilful, that they refused to serve the 
King, or to ad^nowledge him Regent. And this 
was published and preached, and yet the very re- 
verse and contrary was the traih, for they would 
gladly have taken any reasonable appointment. 
What rage was in the Regent's mind, for greedi- 
jaess of their lands and goods, or what should have 
induced him to bring an army finom £ng]and to 
besiege the Castle of Edinburgh, I know not, it 
being to the dishonour of his Prince and his 
country, seeing a little before, the Castle was 
offered to the Earl of RolAies^ to be instantly de- 
livered into his hands, to be kept to the Regeat's 
behoof, which wa^ Tefused. So that apparently 
he bad'Mme oCber fetch in his head, than a man, 
esteemed so wise, should have had, seeing he 
might have obtained his intent, without the help 
of England, having all Scotland at his devotion, 
saving that few number within the Castle, who 
would likevrise have agreed, upon any reasonaUe 
condition. 
*' Thus, the Castle of Edinburgh was straitly 

Bb 4 
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besieged with an En^ish army, under the conduct 
of the Marshal of Berwick, assisted by all Scot- 
knd. These within, seeing they could not be re- 
ceived upon any compoaitioDj debated so long as 
they bad victuals ami water ; but their draw well 
being dried up by a droughty summer^ they had 
no c^ber water but what they fetched, letting men 
with cords down over the walls and rocks of the 
Castle, to a well on the West side, which was 
afterwards poisoned, whereby so many as escaped 
the shot, died, and the rest fell deadly sick. Yet 
the Laird of Grange undertook, with eight per- 
sons, to keep the Castle unlaken by force; of the 
which number were^ the Lord Hume, my two 
brothers^ Sir Robert and Sir Andrew, the Laird 
of Pittarrow, and his brother Patrick. This re.- 
Bolntion being taken, the Laird of Cleish, and 
Matthew Colril, bis brother, were sent to the 
Castle, under pretence of making offers of agree- 
ment, but their design was to get intelligence of 
the state of the House, and to seduce the soldiers 
who wa« yet alive, which they did ; so diat some 
fled out over the walls^ and oth«« were shut forth. 
For the Captun thought the House in a better 
condition, both for victuals and otherwise, when 
they were forth. 

" The Marshall of Berwick, seeing do fqipeac- 

ance to succeed, entered into contention wiUi the 

alledging that the Queen, his mis- 

i>e dishonoured, and said he would 
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wait no longer ; whereupon they without entered 
upon a new communings and sent up again the 
Laird of Cleish^ to offer them good conditions to 
come forth, with their armour^ and bag and bag. 
gage^ which was agreed to^ and that they should 
be restored to their lands ; and beause for the time 
these were in other men's possession^ it was re- 
ferred to themselves whether they should go to 
England with the Marshall of Berwick, or remain 
in Scotland among their friends^ until the promise 
made them of restoring them to their lands might 
be fulfilled. The Englishmen desired that the 
Castle should be put in their hands ; but Grange 
sent secretly to Captain Hume, and Captain Craw- 
ford, desiring them to come and lye within the 
bulwark, betwixt the house and the Englishmen ; 
and to those he delivered up the Castle, and his 
person to the MarshaD, to go with him to Eng- 
land, until all promises might be kept to him, and 
the rest, by the Queen of England's means. 

^' In this manner they came forth, after thai 
George Douglas, natural brother to the R^^nt, 
had received the house ; they had all their swords 
and weapons about them, and were three di^s at 
liberty. My brother. Sir Robert, staid with me 
at hie own lodgings ; the Laird of Grange, and 
the Secretary Lidington, remained yet with the 
Marshall of Berwick at his lodgmgs, for their 
greater security, because the people of the town 
of Edinburgh were greatly their enemies, &c. &c. 



Bat, at the end of three days, tfaey mre all laid 
hands iipoD, aad takea a* priwmefs. FW aome 
frf their malicioua eoemiea pat it easily io the Re- 
geat's bead, and ihe Ambassador's, that it whs vreU 
done to move tbe Queen of En^and to cause to 
ddiver tbe wbole prisoneEi to tbe R^ent, to be 
disposed upon at bis [deatiirQj alledging they had 
BO surety, but a naked promise, wbich tbey need- 
ed not (o keep ; aad because those of the Castle 
eoafided wholly on tbe Marshall's ptoaiiie, the 
An^aeador was advised to prerest tbe Afanballs 
writing ; so &at, e'er he did write to tbe Qoeea 
IbeKabout, her tetter came to turn to ddirci- up 
Uw pnaoners, who bad been in the Gartle, to tbe 
Regent. And he durst not disobey her oan- 
loands, tbe same b«lng so peremptory, though be 
obeyed it with mnch rduetiuuy, by mson of bis 
promise, and returned maleoBteat to Benrick; 
tmi thtif in tiie Oude we» oonmltted to strict 
ward. And tbereafibernewle^teff were puptrfaesed 
by the Regent fnm the Queen, that be might 
ekeortc them, whidi she wifliogly iieraitfeed, for 
•be would gkiBy have been quit qf my Lent 
HuBw and Orange, as being two true Sc^Mhmen, 
HBWOBBble to En^aad, to do any thing ppe)tidi< 
dal to tJteir King or coootry ; and of the 9ecre< 
tary Lidington, but be died at Leilh, aAer the oU 
RMDan ftstmn, as was said, to praran t bis coHiag 

mblas wMi the rest 

rifaa Laid UuM^ the Regotdwrst not 
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middle witli faim^ he standing in awe of Akmi-* 
der Hume of Manderston^ Coldtnknow», and the 
good man of Northerwick^ and the vest of that 
name, who boasted with very prond courage. He 
died veiy shwdy after, being warded in the Castle 
of Edinburgh. Mr. Killingrew, the Engfisb Am- 
bassadofj desiring no other reward fwh)s kibonrs, 
but the presenration of my brother Sir Robert's 
Kfe, ibr he was formerly obliged to him aqd me. 
The composition was kept to all Ae rest of the 
mean gentlemen. The Prior of Coldingham, and 
Laird of Drykw, were afterwards set at liberty. 
Sundry of the Oaptains of Berwick went up to the 
Oastle, by the breech bent down in tike fora wuB 
by ihecaniionsi that they might say they had Worn 
(Aie maiden Gastla But this was after that the 
koase was ddiTered ovef to the Regent's bvother; 
yet ke wmdd net suffer them to enter there wiik 
any Amiiher. 

^ On thli mannef both England tmi the Re** 
gent were revenged upon that woxtby champion 
Grange^ whom tihey had sonietimeB in grml esti-* 
matioDj w)k> had done suck nolaUe service in 
Frame, Wing Gaptain of An hiui^d Uglit kvrse* 
men, that ke was e^tdUed by Oie Duke of Y^n*^ 
dome^ Prince of Conda, and Duke of Aoaai?^ 
Govevnofs and Goionels ^ea in Pieardy i tkat I 
b^aid Henry the Second poml uaA^ hmt and sa3r> 
' Yot4» 18 one of tke most valiant lAm of our 
age/ Ak» the King uaedi himi mitnikv^ iMi 
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he chose him oommonly upon his side in all past* 
times he went to ; and because he shot fiur with a 
great shaft at the butts, the King would have him 
to shoot two arrows^ one for his pleasure. The 
Great Constable of Fmnce would never speak to 
him uncovered, and that King gave him an ho- 
nouraUe pension^ whereof he never sought the 
payment. England had proof of his valour fre- 
quently against them upon the Borders^ where he 
gave them divers ruffles. In a single combat he 
vanquished the Earl of Rivers's brother^ between 
the two armies of England and Scotland. He 
afterwards debated manfully the liberty of his 
country against the Frenchmen^ when they in- 
tended to erect (he land into a province. He had 
lately refused the demands of Mr. Randolph and 
Mr. Killigrew^ as is before mentioned^ and had 
reproached both the said Ambassadors of fidse 
and deceitful dealings. Last of all^ .he had re- 
fused to put the Castle of Edinburgh into the 
hands of Englishmen ; and therefore, because he 
was true to his Prince and country^ it cost him his 
life. Fdr they boasted plainly to bring down the 
g^t's pride, who, as they alledged, presumed to 
be another Wallace. Albeit, contrariwise, he was 
humble, gentle, and meek, like a lamb in the 
house, but like a -lion in the fields. He was a 
lusty, strong, and well proportioned personage, 
hardy, and of a most magnanimous courage, se- 
cret and prudent in all his enterprizos, so Ihat 



ANCIBUT mVORY. 391 



never one that he made or devised misgave, where 
he was himself present. . When he was victorious, 
he was very merciful, and naturally Fiberal; an 
enemy to greadines» and ambition, and a friend 
to all men in adversity. He fell freqnendy in 
trouble in protecting innocent men from such as 
would oppress them, so that these his worthy qua- 
lifications were also partly causes and means of 
his wreck. For they promoted him in the opt* 
nionof many, that some loved him for hi^ reli* 
gion, uprightness, and manliness ; others again 
depended upon him for his good fortune, and ap- 
parent promotion, whereby divers of them hoped 
to be advanced and rewarded, supposing that of- 
fices and honours could not &il to faU to him. All 
of which he wanted from his own defietult; for he 
had fled from avarice, and abhored ambition,, and 
refused sundry great oflBces, even to be Re- 
gent, which were in his offer, as well as other 
great benefices and pensions. Thus, wanting 
I^e and subsistence to reward,. he. was soon 
abandoned by his greedy and ambitious depend- 
ants. For, when they saw him at a' strait, they 
drew to others, whom they perceived to aim at 
more profitable marks. On the other hand, he 
was much enVyed by those who were of a vile and 
unworthy nature, of whom many have made tra- 
gical ends, for their too great avarice and ambi- 
tion, as shortly after did the Earl of Morton. But 
this gallant gentleman perished for being too little 



3K Muumn of 

amfatttous and gteeAy, and tar the ndbie v UIum 
of his laind^ which could not be ooataminated or 
comi|ited. 

'' But 80 soon a8 the Kings's Mafesty cune to 
perfect age^ and had understood how matters had 
gone dunng his minority^ he caused to restore the 
heirs of the said Laird of Gnmge^ who he said 
was wrecked contrary to the appointmeiU made 
witii the Marshall of Berwick ; and also ordered 
his bones to be taken up, and buried honounUy^ 
in Ate ancient borial jdace of his predecessors in 
kingfaom. 

'^ After his death, the Marshalt of Berwii^ 
took so heavy a displeasure, finding himself so far 
sAonted because of the breach of his promise, 
that he wouM tarry no longer in his office in Ben- 
wkk, seeing he judged be had togt his r^ulation 
and credit, in that the appointment which he had 
made with the CSaatle of Edinbufgh was not k^. 
For Ive was a plain man of war, and loved Orange 
so dearly, that, at his request, he spared to cut 
down the honses of Seaton and Nidrie, when he 
came to cast down the houge of Hamilton. Like^ 
wise aO the officei« of Berwick deeply hmented 
the losH of so worAy a Captain/' 
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An atftoant 6f the Exeeutkm of Mr. George 
Wishean, far Heresy j m the time of Mary 
of Sooaand-^^IihewiMe kk Prophecke, his firm- 
neeswider kk eufferingo, and the immeiUae 
fkdfSBmoA of one of his prophetic speeehm^r--- 
Fr0ni Lmduy's Histofiy ofStotiand. 

(The compiler bas, in general, avoided intro- 
ducing in this work the horrible acGonnts of reli* 
gious persecutiona^ which but too frequently occur 
in history ; yet one specimen was judged neces- 
sary^ to give an esaraple of the cruelty^ ii\)iisttoei 
and wickedness^ with which such deeds were pat 
In practice.) 

'^ Where^notwithstaadi^his modest and with** 
all pithy answers to the accusations in genend, 
and bis dechration that he was innocent of all 
that was kid to his charge^ and that he should die 
guiltless thereof, the Cardinal and the Prelatdt 
incontinently condemned htm of heresy, and ad^ 
judged him to be bimit. Thereaflber, he being 
led back to the Castle tfll Ae iire Aoidd be pr^ 
pared. Meantime, the Captain, and the gAde- 
men who were with him, being to dine, asked li 
Mr. George Wisheort would eat with Ibem ? He 
answered, ' With a good wiK, and more giacHy 
Ann ever heretofore, because I fttvceim yi>n we 
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good men and godly^ and that this shall be my 
last meat on earth ; but I exhort you that you will 
give me audience with silence for a little time, 
while I bless this meat^ which we will eat as 
brethren in Christ ; and thereafter I will take my 
leave of you/ So the table being covered, and 
bread set thereon, Mr. George discoursed for half 
an hour on Christ's Last Supper, Death, and Pas- 
sion, exhorting them to leave malice and envy, 
and to fix love and charity in their hearts, one to- 
vrards another, as the members of Christ, &c. &c. 
'^ Meantime the artillery of the Castle was 
charged and laid to the wall heads, and cushions 
and green cloths were spread thereon, for the 
Cardinal and Bishops to sit upon; and all the 
gentlemen commanded to stand about the scaffold 
in armour. During this time, Mr. Greorge was 
discoursing to the Captain <^ sundry foretokens 
of things to come which he had seen. '^ For 
there appeared,' said he, ' in the North East, a 
great fire upon the sea, which, moving to and fro, 
at length came upon the city of St. Andrew's, 
which lighting upon the Castle brake asunder.^ — 
Which he thought did portend the wrath of God 
to seize shortly, not only on that wicked mian who 
was Lord of that Castle, but also upon the city/ 
He saw also a great misty and smoky doud arise 
in the South East, and move forward, till it came 
just above Dunpender-law, besides Haddington ; 
the other pext moved North-west, till it cameabove 



ANCIENT HISTORr. 385 

the Kirk of Inverask^ and there appeared like blood 
descending out of the firmament ; which he said 
in his judgement protended^ that there should he 
a Councel holden upon Dunpender-law, which 
should occasion much trouble to Scotland^ and 
procure much bloodshed, especially to the town 
of Haddington a very great wreck. 

^' As he was discoursing these things^ the of- 
ficers and tormentors brought him forth to the fire^ 
which was prepared without the castle gate, 
against the west block-house, where the Bishops 
might lie on the wall heads and see this sacrifice. 
He being then bound on the scaffold with iron 
chains, made his prayer to Almighty God, for his 
aflBicted church, in danger to be devoured by ra- 
vening wolves. With this, having recommended 
his spirit to God, the tormentors applied the fire 
to the powder, which kindled most hideously, and 
withall, there came so vehement a blast of wind 
from the sea, and so great a cloud of rain brake 
from the sky, that the noise put all men in great 
fear. It was so forcible, that it blew down the 
stone walls, and them that sat thereon, to the num- 
ber of two hundred persons, which fell about the 
draw-well in the Bishop's yard, and divers fell into 
it, whereof two were drowned immediately. The 
Captain exhorting Mr. George to remember of 
God, he answered stoutly, notwithstanding of the 
fire, and said moreover, ' Captain, God forgive 
that man, that thus persecutes God's servants ; 

c c 
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within a few days he shall lie as shamefully on 
that same phce as now he lies glorioas/' When 
he was now burnt all beneath the middle^ they 
desired him to remember of God^ and make a sig^ 
thereof — ^which he did, leaping up a foot high in 
the fire, to the great joy of all those who favoured 
God's word. But the deigy discharged all men, 
under the pain of cursing, to pray for him, as be- 
ing a heretic. This martyrdom was committed 
the first of March, one thousand five hundred and 
fifty-six, whereof the clergy were highly puffed 
up with pride and insolence, which shortly after 
turned to mischief^ &c. ftc. 

^^ The Cardinal, immediately after this, passed 
to Arbroath, where he married his daughter on 
the Master of Crawford, with great solemnity. — 
At his return to St. Andrew's, being informed that 
there was a navy prepared in Enghnd to destroy 
the coast of Scotland, especially of Fife ; for pro- 
viding remedy thereof, he sent for all the gentle- 
men and Barons of Fife, especially my Lords 
Rothes and Lindsay, the Lairds of Weymss^ 
Lochleven, Lundle, Largo, Allerdes, and Ninians; 
chai^^ng them, against an appointed day, to be 
ready to side with him, and visit the coast, for pro- 
viding fortifications for resistance of the English. 
But, in the mean time, Norman Lesly came to 
him for certain businesses ; upon which, they fell 
into altercation of words, both uncharitable and 
unchristian. Norman Lesly departing to Us 
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lod^ng, returned the sixth of May« m the morn- 
ing, betwixt four and five hours, be, with bis ^ac* 
complices, came to the Castle gate, and gripping 
the porter in hands^ seized upon the place* Peter 
Carroichel passed up to the East Block-house 
chamber, where the Cardinal lay, who, being let in, 
^bbedhim immediately. The cry running through 
the city, his friends came rushing forward to ladr 
der the walls, and rescue him . thinking that he was 
yet alive. They that were within , to assure them 
of the contrary^ shewed his dead body to the people 
upon the wall, where, when it was lying, it was 
treated with the utmost contempt and indignity. 
At this sight, many remembered the prophecy of 
Mr. George Wisheart, which had foretold this 
disgraceful end long before/' 



Some particulars of an interview between the 
Kings of England and Scotkind, in which is re- 
corded instances of the indination of King John 
to pardon offenders ; likewise an account of the 
Funeral of Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln ; of King 
John's great humility on that memorable occasion ; 
of the manner of Bishop's Funerals in those days ; 

cc 2 
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of the Grant made by the King at Ibzl time ; wilb 
many other inlererting anecdotes. ^ 

Pram PdUdor Virgil and Roger Hoveden, Sgc. 
Reign of King John. A. D. 1 1 99. 



t€ 



Notwithstanding, upon the King's retam to 
England, and Geoffrey to his more loyal carriage 
and submission, his peace was made at the very 
time, and for the more celebrity, of Queen Isabd's 
coronation, with whom the King himsdif was 
again crowned at Westminster, by Archbbbop 
Hubert. 

'' The pomp of this solemnity ended, the King 
resolved of ending a long depending controversy 
with King William of Scotland, who formeriy 
(before John was proclaimed King) had chal<- 
lenged as his patrimonial right the counties of 
Northumberland and Cumberland, and afterwards, 
seeing he got nothing but words and delays (King* 
John being then in France), with a hotter and 
more forcible argument to win, what he could 
not crave : but being in dark devotion all night 
at St Margaret's Hearse, that still true hearted 
English Queen * persuaded him, by a dream, not 
to infest Edgland, her native, soil, who thereupon 



* Sbe wts grsndchild to King Edmund Irontide, ind 
to King Mskolm of ScotUnd. 
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sent back his army. But now he conieth with a 
more friendly train^ upon King John's sending to 
him^ in honourable embassage^ the Elarls of Hun- 
tingdon and Hereford^ King William's brother^ 
and nephew^ his three sons in law^ Lacey^ Vesey^ 
and Ros^ with others, to desire him to give him 
a meeting at Lincoln. Where accordingly they 
both met with kingly caresses ; and the next day 
King John, to auspicate his temporal affairs with 
spiritual devotions (and yet to shew what he 
thought of some superstitious follies of those times), 
went undauntedly into the Cathedral Church of 
that city, being much . persuaded by many (for 
monkish impostures persuaded many it was very 
ominous for a King to enter that and certain other 
places *), and there offered a golden challice on 
Saint John's altar, which no King before him 
ever durst do. Where his devotion performed^ 
the two Kings (in presence of three Archbishops, 
thirteen Bishops, the King of South Wales, with 
a multitude of English, Scottish, French, and 
Irish Princes and Peers), ascending the top of 
that conspicuous and high hillf , on the north side 
of the city, did there, in a glorious solemnity, 
swear amity and faithful love upon the crosier of 
Archbishop Hubert. 

'^ That spectacle, so royal to the beholders, was 

• As St Priswide's Church, in Oxford. 
t Now called Bore-Hill. . 

cc 3 
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Mconded with another^ no less honourable to King^ 
John (for humility in sfach greet ones is more 
glorious then their glory), when the King having 
lately left Hugh Bishop of Lincoln (called (he 
Saint, for the opinion of unfeigned int^rity, 
though blemished with some obstinacies, and 
surcharged with l^ends of feigned miracles) st 
London, very sick, where himself, with gracioiis 
care, went to visit him, and both confirmed his 
testament, and promised the like for other Bidiops 
after. Now hearing he was dead, and his corpse 
then bringing into the gates of Lancofai, he, with 
all that Princely train, went forth to meet it ; the 
three Kings (though the Scottish was to depart 
that very day), with their royal allies, carrying the 
hearse on those shoulders accustomed to uphold 
the weight of whole kingdoms ; from whom the 
.great Peers received the same, and conveyed it to 
the Quire ; and the next day (it there lying the 
mean time, open faced, mitred, and in all ponti- 
fical ornaments, with gloves on his hands, and a 
ring on his finger) interred it with all solemnities 
answerable. Yet here the King rested not to 
give proof in so great a height of his lowly mind, 
and then benign (however afterwards averted) to 
' the clergy. When twelve Abbots of the CSsteanx 
habit (whose whole order had displeased him by 
refiising to give aid towards his great payment of 
thirty thousand pounds), came now to Lincoln, 
and all prostrate at his feet^ craved his gracious 
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fiivour^ for that his forresters had driven out (for 
80 the King had given command) of his pastures 
and forests all their cattle^ wherewith themselves 
and Christ's poor were sustained. . 

'* The King, touched with remorse on seeing 
so venerable a troop of supplicants (though so 
great offenders)^ commanded them to rise ; who 
were no sooner up, but the King, inspired by di- 
vine grace, fell flat on the ground before them, 
desiring pardon, adding, that he not only admit- 
ted them to his love, and their beasts to his pas- 
tures (a special favour which Kings had granted 
that order), hut he would also build . an abbey for 
men of their sort, if they would design some choice 
aeat, wherein himself meant to be enshrined. 

" Neither did he promise then more than he 
performed^ nor were those wylie humiliates re- 
gardless of chusing a delicate plot for the purpose; 
vrhere he built a goodly abbey of their oider, de- 
servedly for the pleasure of the place, named 
Beaulieu *, and of rich revenue and excessive pri- 
viledge, continuing long of great renown as a 
castle of refuge inviolable ; our ancestoi^ thinking 
it most heinoua sacriledge thence to draw any^ 
though wilful murderers or traitors : wherein the 
founders of such unsanctified sanctuaries and 
temples of mercy (so they called them) throtigh- 
out this kingdom, seemed rather to take Romulus 

* The beauteous place. 

c c 4 
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tor tbeir president than Moses^ who, granting fa- 
vour to casual manslaughters^ yet commanded all 
wilful murderers to be drawn from the altar to 
the slaughter. 

" But these Cisteaux dis-order was not alone, 
either in those shameful indiguities or gainful 
atonements. The Benedictines*, in antiquity 
above them, in priviledges equal, scorned to be 
in courage behind them, for affronting tbeir sove- 
reign : who claiming the patronage of a bene- 
fice f, which the King his fitther formerly bestoir- 
ed, they impugned his royal title, locked the 
church doors against his presentee (being the 
King's near friend), scorned his most princely 
loving letters of request, rejected his often and 
earnest messages, forced the church with armed 
men against the King's officers, assailed the King's 
Sheriff and his forces, and put them to flight by 
sword; moved the Pope to excommunicate afl 
their appungers (which touched the King nearjl, 
yea, caused him to be accused to the Pope as a 
tyrant. Yet, on their submission, he foigave 
them their offence, gave them that patronage, 
with sundry other great gifts and immunities^ and 
so became their chief patron and protector^ &c." 

* An abbey in Hftrnpshirei by the New Forest, vaked at 
the Dissolation at €428 68. 5d. 
t Feversham 
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in cantinuatian. — Futther instances of the imo- 
lence of the haughty Prelates and Priests to 
King John. 

'^Certes, about this time the Archbishop of 
York shewed slender respect unto his Sovereign, 
when being prohibited by Pitz Peter, the King's 
great Justiciar and Minister (in the King's ab- 
sence) of regal command, from holding a General 
Councel of his Province (never used to be held 
but by Sovereign permittance), his pleasure scorn- 
ed to take any countermand, but from Fitz Peter 
especially, who, in calling, his inferior; by joint 
deserts towards the King, but his equal, was now, 
in nearness and fastness to the King, become far 
his superior. But what speak I of confronting 
a subordinate power ; did he spare to beard his 
Sovereign himself? It seems no. For having 
notice, the Feast of the Nativity now approach- 
ing, that the King intended, with his Queen, at 
Guildford, to keep that festivity with great mag- 
iiificence.-*He whose palace ordinarily for splen- 
dour, multitude of attendants, and sumptuous en- 
tertainment, did strive with the King's (as one of 
his own successors avows), thought this a fitting 
time to shew both his g^reat state and little regard 
of his Prince's discountenance, by paralleling his 
to the King's, his own sumptuous preparations, 
with rich attires and costly gifU for his attendants 



at Oanterbury. The King (as kings brook not to 
be braved by subjerts^ nor !ft it wisdom for dis- 
fiivourites to do it)^ moved with great indignation, 
thought the man had too much riches, and too 
little discretion (which seldom lodgeth in the brain 
where pride dwells in the heart) ; and, therefore, 
to abate somewhat of the one, and learn him more 
of the other, haying first been in the north parts 
4o gather money for his better uses^ he meant not 
to lavish it, in keeping his £aster, which he chose 
rather to do at the cost of Hubert the Rich : and 
not to vpuce him, who spared not himself, he there 
^^ci'eitted that great expence with a greater, of 
his and his Queen's solemn crowning again^ on 
Easter day, in the Gathednd Church, wher^ in 
Beu of his expence, Hubert had the formal h^iour 
to set on their crowns upon their heads, but yet 
not the gru:e to sit near the King s heart,'' Ac. 

(hi continuation. J 

^ With which intercourses and ottier compli* 
ments, three days bemg spent, between King 
Phflip of Fraaee, and King John of England, 
.PhBqpi the deeper to screw hhnself into King 
Jdtm'srgood graces^ by entreaty obtained bis com- 
pany^ fikist to St. Dennis's Palace, where he en- 
tered with a pompous processbn of Clei^, and 
lodg^ with Royal entertainmtfit by the King, 
and Ihs neact day toFaris^ wkcie be was received 
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wHh very rich presets of the city, and giMl ajp- 
plause of aU sorts, to see flo noble argumentg of 
affection^ betwixt t\fo such great princes^ lately 
so mortal enemies : where the French King^ be- 
taking himself to a more private mansion^ left his 
own Palace^ to accommodate and honour Eng^ 
land's King. After some days^ there! bestowed in 
princely delights and entertainments^ King John 
conducted forth of the city^ by King Philip^ and 
parting with mutual attestaticms of love never to 
be parted^ took his journey towards NornlaAdy^ 
in fiiD hope to enjoy thenceforward the content- 
ment of quiet to himself^ and peace to his domi- 
nions ; but those windy hopes soon changed^ with 
his change of the air. 

^' For whilst at Chinon^ he was royally eDtn- 
taining Queen Benengaria, bis sbter^ (whom he 
there also bountebudy satisfied^in performing the 
jointure promised, her by King Richard^ giving 
her the City and Signiory of Bfiot, . two Ghsdes^ 
and their Dbmains in Anjou, with a thbusaad 
marks yeariy for the term of life J and at AtgiJD- 
ton, in Normandy; where he kept his Cfarislnas, 
was sohcing hhnself with his beauteous Queen 
Isabel. The Earl of March, Hugh, sumamed Le 
Bmn, a Peer of great power and affiance, to 
whom Isabel was first promised, (though for her 
unripe years the marriage was never solemnbed) 
inflamed with love of her, who was now thdaght 
worthy to be a Queen, drew on otbw Poidto^^iie 
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nobieg^ to think that he wag unworthy to be n 
King, who wrongfully had taken her from him 
and would, if not prevented, do the like in time 
with them. So once again Young Arthur, whose 
former hopes were all cold, is rekindled by those 
firebrands, and set up by their malice to supplant 
his unde ; but by Heaven's decree, to overthrow 
himself. Howsoever the Brittains, then liEucinated 
with his ominous name, dreamed that the ancient 
Great Arthur was risen again in him, and that the 
tnunhtion of the English kingdom was now by 
him to be effected. Neither vms the French 
King, for all his late painted love, deaf to their 
suggestions, who laboured to encrease his hatred 
against John, whereonto he had these iurdier in- 
-ducements ; that King John might quickly wax 
too potent a neighbour in that Continent, if his 
quiet and power were not quickly rebated ; ' that 
now the means to work it were more than 
the Englidi Peers being alienated in 
from him, for denying their claimed liberties ; but 
chiefly that the profits (such base ends can some 
.{NPopose of so noUe a band) which he hoped for 
by his Amitie being the enjoyment of those Sig- 
nioritiea in the Continent, (if he died without issue) 
was now in a manner cut off, the fair Queen 
Isabel helming to give apparent hopes of much 
desirad firuit firom so iair a stem. Thus; whilst 
Eari Hugh, out of love — Duke Arthur, out of am- 
hitioih—Kiug Philip, out of avarice (ah ! that the 
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noblest person should have the basest motive) the 
Peers from discontent^ but all out of hatred^ were 
contriving King John's ruin ; he was farthest from 
suspicion when nearest his danger ; and yet they, 
who thus were forwardest to underniine his great- 
ness^ were themselves standing the foremost to be 
crushed with his ruin/' &c. &c. 



The Detection of an Extraordinary Impostor^ 
with the' Pumskment inflicted on him for his 
premmption and wickedness. Also, of two 
Females, who were confederates with him. 
From Matthew Paris — the Reign of Henry the 
Third, k. D. 122». 

^'The state both of Church and Common- 
wealthy in those troubled days, seem to have much 
resemblance ; every man daring to attempt what 
his own audaciousness would suggest, or others 
conveniency would permit. But Stephen^ Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, (who himsielf was lately the 
ringleader of disorders, both in State and Church) 
is now become very diligent in his Provincial 
Synod, at Oxford, about the Reformation of the 
Clergy ; where also was convented before him^ im 
execrable impostor, who, seeing how current all 
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ffroMest delu&iona pa^ed in those days of Uind* 
Bess, was emboldened to suffer himself to be 
wounded in his hands^ feet^ and side^ (an horror 
to think on) that by the resemblance of these 
bloody impressions^ he might persuade the people 
(apt to believe any thing) that he was their very 
Saviour. 

*' Whose deserved punishment was judged to 
be^ immuring between two walls^ as a monster too 
impious and unworthy to die by any human hand. 
There was immured likewise with him a cursed 
old beast^ an old woman^ who pretended to be 
lifary^ the Mother of this Christy and well might 
he, if their manners be compared ; some add a 
third also^ who called herself Mary Magdalen. 

^' The punishment by crucifixiott, which some 
think was executed upon the nlan^ at Arborberry, 
is neither so credible^ nor so tolerable^ as in which 
Christianity itself seemed to sustain reproach ; it 
being also against the ancient law of Constantine^ 
tbe first famous Christian Emperor^ that any 
shoald from henceforth die by crucifixion ; bat it 
may be^ that he was so first judged^ (which might 
cause the relator's error) though afterwards^ upon 
sounder deliberation^ changed into a more fittbg 
censure. 

^'But strange it is^ and worthy of note» that 
this man^ deserving (as he did) so severe a judg- 
ment at Oxford 8t Frances^ whose fiction and 
Imposture was the very same^ (fi>r the wounds— 
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though not for the name of Christ) so soon after 
deserved to be canonized for it, at Rome^ for a 
Chief of Saints ; and perhaps^ if this monster had 
been at Rome^ he had been likewise sainted. Or, 
if Saint Frances had been at Oxford^ he bad been 
likewise immured/' 



Death of Lord DamUy — presumption and wicked' 

ness of Lord Botkwdl, and the disastrous and 
fatalconsequences of it to Mary Queen of Scot- 

land; with the preceding admonitory advice 
from Sir James Mdvin to the Queen. And 

some account of the ceremomf of the Baptimi of 

the Prince James. 



As the circumstances connected with the fate 
of the unfortunate Mary^ are at the present day 
(in consequence of the popular Romances of se- 
veral eminent writers) become almost as interest- 
ing as they were at the time they took place ; and 
the arguments for and against her, stiD pursued 
with unabated ardour, must render every authen- 
-tic recital worthy particular attention and investi- 
gation. 

Sir James Melvin ever proved himself a truly 
loyal servant to his unfortunate Princess, and like- 
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wise a sincerely attached friend and adviser, 
account of the death of Lord Darnley^ and the 
subsequent consequences of it, may be fully relied 
on as correct^ and a^ what he was firmly con- 
vinced of, from being upon the spot, at the time 
the tragical and disgraceful transaction t^ok place. 
And regarding and commiserating the Queen with 
the zeal which he did, it may naturally be inferred, 
that his description is to be esteemed and de- 
pended on as the genuine truth. His own regular 
detail of that dreadful catastrophe, cannot fail 
therefore of being acceptable to those,' who have 
not perused it in his own (now nearly obsolete) 
work. And the plain (though concise) record of 
&cts, of which he was an eye-witness, will (it is 
imagined) prove more desirable, than those of 
more modern authors, who may probably be pre- 
judiced for, or against, Mary, under the influence 
of the sentiments of those former writers^ whose 
. works have laid the foundation of the histories ; 
their own more refined taste and industry have 
brought forward, for the present general reading. 
It appears that the Queen (Mary) used always, 
when she was in any particular distress of mind, 
or depression of spirits, to consult with Sir James 
Melvin, and that he ever gave her the best and 
soundest advice, for her future conduct : it is in 
one of these conversations^ that this account com- 
mences. 

, f About this time her Majesty (Mary) was ad- 
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vertized by my brother's letters^ that the E!arl of 
Bedford was upon his journey towards Scotland^ 
with an honourable company, as also the Ambas* 
sadors of France and Savoy^ for the baptism of 
the Prince ; which moved her Majesty to pass to 
Stirling^ with the Prince^ for the solemnization 
thereof. But she was still sad and pensive^ for 
the late foul act (the murder of Riccio) committed 
in her presence so irreverently^ she being their 
bom Queen^ and thereby ip hazard of losing the 
fruit of her womb. So many great sighs she 
would give^ that it was pity to hear her ; and few 
there were to endeavour to comfort her. 

^' Sometimes she would declare part of her grief 
to me, which I essayed the best I could to assuage^ 
by telling her, that 1 thought the greater multi- 
tude of friends which she had got in England, 
should cause her to forget in Scotland the lesser 
number of enemies, and unruly offenders, un- 
worthy of her wrath ; and that her excellent qua- 
lities in clemency, temperance, and fortitude, 
should not suffer her mind to be possessed, or sup- 
pressed by the remembrance of past offences ; but 
that rather she should bear up her spirit, by a 
princely and womanly behaviour, whereby she 
might best gain the hearts of the whole people, 
both here and in England; humbly requesting 
her Majesty^ first, to consult with her God — next 
with her honour — and thirdly, with her interest, 
in the establishment of her state, and in Joining 

D d 
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the two kingiloms in a happy monarchy^ which 
she knew to be so near effectuate in her person ; 
seeing also the banished estate of the offendera m> 
miserable, they not having a hole to hide their 
heads in, nor a penny wherewith to buy their 
dinner ; that the most noble natures would think 
them sufficiently punished. That it was a comely 
thing for a woman to be pitiful, and to want ven- 
geance. ' I leave. Madam/ says !, 'to your own 
judgment, whether presenting it more for yoar 
own honour, and advancement of your interest, to 
cease from any desire, or pursuit of any further 
revenge, whereupon may ensue more dangerous 
enterprizes; or to give place to necessity and 
reason, to rule over the beastly passions of the 
mind ; for, as Princes are called divine persons, 
BO no Prince can pretend to this title, but he who 
draws near the nature of God, by godliness and 
good government, being slow to vengeance, and 
ready to forgive. It is manifestly known, that 
wise Princes entertain no longer feud at their 
enemies, than they see it may be needful for the 
weal of their aOairs and state ; and they change 
their &vour or hatred, according to time and oc- 
casions. Your Majesty may remember, that 
many things might have been better managed : I 
speak this with love and reverence. Your Ma- 
might have been as well obeyed, as^ ever was 
king in Scotland, if you had taken. such 
:ely care ^ was requisite. You know how 
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tbat by your own Majesty's express (^ommands^ 1 

* 

did shew you long b#ft>re^ what inf o^venieqces 
l^erc like to &11 out^ upon the grudges I perceived 
before the slaughter of Riccio; and,GQd is my 
witness^ I did then all tbat lay in my power to 
have them eschewed and prevented; and since 
that time your Majesty hath repented that my ad- 
vice was not followed. I pray God that the like 
repentance &I1 not out again too late. At my 
being in England^ your adversaries . v^iere begin* 
ning to vaunt upon yain reports^ that our westerly 
winds bad blown East among them ; so that my 
brother and I bad enough to do^ to. beat it out of 
the heads of divers^ who were devoutedly addicted 
to the advancement pf yQur title/ 

'' This communing began at the entry of her 
supper in her ear, in French^ when she was cast- 
ing up great sighs^ refusing to eat upon any per- 
suasion^ that my Lords of Murray, or Mar, could 
make to her. The supper being ended^ her Ma- 
jesty took me by the hand^ and went down throKgh 
the Park of Stirling, and came up through the 
town, ever reasoning with me upon their purposes. 
And dbeit she took hardly with them at firsts she 
began to alter her mind^ thinking it fit that my 
i4>r4 of Bedford should intercede for. bei;JQlebeb^ 
they to be banished out of England and Scptland 
during her pleasure^ so to be fay time reconpiled 
to them, aocording to their futmre depprtm^qts ; 
and for her part^ she purposed to. proceed with 
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8i)ch a gracious governtneiit^ as should win the 
victory over herself^ and all her competitors and 
enemies in time coming ; which she could have 
done as well as any Prince in Europe. 

'' But alas ! she had bad company about her. 
For the Carl of Bothwell^ who had a mark of his 
own that he shot at^ as soon as he understood of 
her wise and merciful disposition and delibera- 
tions, he took occasion io bring in the Earl of 
Morton and his associates, thereby to make them 
his friends, and by them to fortify his&ction. For 
apparently he had already in his head, the resolu- 
tion of performing the foul murder of the king, 
which he afterwards put in execution, that he 
might marry the Queen. Both which he brought 
to pass, to his own utter wreck and confusion, and 
thereby great trouble and mischief upon the coun- 
try. And was also, at last, the Queen's wreck, 
and the hindrance of all our hopes, in the hasty 
obtaining all her lustres concerning the Crown of 
England. 

'' When all the rest of the Ambassadon were 
come, they repined to see the Englishmen more 
friendly and familiarly used, than themselves, (for, 
as I have said, it was a perverse time) for then we 
had more to do with England than France ; and 
the French Earl, who was sent, was no courtier, 
but a simple man; and Monsieur Morat, the Duke 
of Savoy's Ambassador, being afar off, cameafter 
the baptism. During their abode in Stirling, 
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there was daily banqueting^ dancing, and triumph ; ; 
and at the principal banquet^ there fell out a great 
grudge amongst the Englishmen* The cause 
was as follows. 

*' A Frenchman^ called Bastion^ devised a num- 
ber of men^ formed like satyrs^ with feng tails^ 
and whips in their hands, running before the 
meat, which was brought through the Great Hall 
upon A machine^ or enjgine, marching as appeared; 
alonej with musicians, clothed like maidens. Iky- 
ing upon all sorts of instruments. But the satyrs. 
were not content only to make way, or room, but 
put their hands behind them. to their tails, which- 
they wagged with their hands, in such sort, as the 
KngUshmen supposed it had been devised and 
done in derision of them ; weakly apprehending 
that which they should not have appeared to un-, 
derstand. For Mr. Hatton, Mr. Lequish, and 
the most part of the gentlemen, desired to sup 
before the Queen and great banquet, that they 
plight see the better the order and ceremony of 
the triumph. But so soon as they perceived the^ 
satyrs wagging their tails, they all sat down upon 
the bare iloor^ behind the back of the table, that 
they might not see themselves deVided, as. they 
thought* . 

• '' Mr. Hatton then said to me, if it were not in 
the Queen's presence, he would put a dagger to 
the heart of that French knave Bastian, who, he 

ndS 
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diedged had done it out 6f d^pite, that the Queen 
made mor6 of them than the Frenchmeifc 

^' I excused the matter the best I could ; but the 
noise was so great behind the Queen's hetA, 
y^rh^b her Majesty and my Lord of Bedford did 
sft^ that they heard^ and turned about their fiices 
to enquire what the matter meant. I informed 
them that it was occasioned by the satfrrs, so that 
the Queen^ and my Lord of Bedford^ had enongh 
to do to get them appeased, it fell out unhappily 
at such a time^. and the English gentlemen com- 
mitted a great oversight to notice it^ as done 
against them. But my Lord of Bedford was dis- 
creet, and interpreted all things to the best 

^* My Lord of Bedford was rewarded with a 
rich chain of diamonds, worth two thousand 
crowns ; Mr. Gary with a chain of pearls, and a 
ring with a fair diamond ; Mr. H attbn had a chain^ 
witb her Majesty's picture, and a ring ; Mr. Le- 
quish, and five others of quality, had each of them 
diains. I was commanded, with many ddiers^ to 
attend them to the road. They parted lA very 
wen content, and satisfied with thte Queen's Ma- 
jesty, but lamented that they perceived the King 
00 digfated. Afy Lord of Bedford desired me to 
request her Majesty to entertain him as she bad 
^ne at the beginning, for her own hoaohr, and 
the advancement of her aflkirs ; whicb I foigot 
not to do, on all occasions. 

** After the Baptism, and parting of the Am- 
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bassadorsy her Majesty^ desirous to put good order 
upon the borders^ sent the Earl of Bothwell be- 
fore^ who, in the pursuit of thieves^ was hurt. Her 
Majesty passed afterwards to Judburge herself, 
where the Earls of Bothwell and Huntley enter- 
prized the daughter of the Earl of Murray ; but 
the Lord Hume came there with forces, and pre- 
vented that enterprize. Her Majesty returned 
b^ the Merse, and desired to see Berwick afer off, 
where she was honoured with many shots of ar- 
tillery; and Sir John Foster, Warder upon the 
English Border, came and conferred with her 
Majesty for keeping of good order. And the 
mean time, while he was speaking with her Ma- 
jesty, on horseback, his coarser did rise up with 
his foremost legs, to take the Queen's horse by the 
neck with his teeth, but his feet hurt her Majesty's 
thigh very ill. Incontinent, the Warder lighted 
off his horse, and sat down upon his knees, to 
crave her Majesty's pardon ; for then all England 
did much reverence her. Her Majesty made him 
to rise, and said, she was not hurt; yet, it com- 
pelled her Majesty to tarry two days at tlie Castle 
of Hupie, until she recovered again. The King 
followed her about whithersoever she rode, but 
got no good countenance ; so, that finding himself 
80 slighted, he went to Glasgow, where he fell 
sick ; it being alledged, that he had got poisoa 
fum some of his servants. 
" In the mean time the Earl of Bothwell ruled 
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all that Courts having brought home the banished 
Lords^ and packed up a quiet friendship with the 
Earl of Morton. After her Majesty's return to 
Edinburgh^ she reconciled the Earls of Huntley, 
Bothwelh Argyle, and others. From that her 
Majesty went to SlirFing, to see the Prince, and 
returned agiun to Edinburgh^ whither the King 
was afterwards brought^ and lodged in the Kirk- 
field, as a place of good air, where he might best 
recover his health. But, many suspected that the 
Earl of Both well had some enterprize against bim, 
few durst advertize him^ because he told all again 
to some of his own servants^ who were not all ho- 
nest. Yet LfOrd Robert, Earl of Orkney, told 
him, that if he retired not hastily out of that place, 
it would cost him his life ; which he told again to 
the Queen, and my Lord Robert denied that ever 
he spoke it ; this advertisement moved the Earl of 
Bothw'ell to haste forward his enterprize. He 
had before laid a train of gunpowder under the 
house where the King did lodge, and in the night, 
did blow up the said house with the powder; but 
it was spoken, that the King was taken forth, and 
brought down to a stable, where a napkin was 
stopped in his mouth, and he therewith sufibcated. 
^' Every one suspected the Earl of Bothwefl, 
and those who durst speak freely to others said 
plainly that it was he. Whereupon he drew to- 
gether a number of Lords of his dependants to be 
an assize, which cleansed and acquitted him ; some 
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for fear^ some for &vour^ and the g^reatest part m 
expectation of advantage* This way pssoilzied, 
he remained the greatest favourite at Court. 

'^ My Lord of Murray was retired from the 
Court several days before. Her Majesty kept 
her chamber for a while. I came to the door the 
next morning after the murder; and the Earl 
Bothwell said her Majesty was sorrowful and' 
quiet^ which occasioned him to come forth.-*^* 
He said^. ' The strangefst accident had fallen out 
which ever was heard of; for thunder had come 
out of the sky, and had burnt the King's house, 
and himself was found dead^ lying a little distance- 
from the house^ under a tree.' He desired roe to- 
go up and see him^ how that there was not a hurt, 
nor mark, on all his body. But when I went up - 
to see him; he had been taken into a chamber, ^ 
and kept by one Alexander Durham, but I could ' 
not get a sight of him^ 

*^ The bruit began to rise that the Queen would 
marry the Earl of Bothwell ; who had six months 
before married the Eari of Huntly's sister, and 
that for this design he was resolved to part with 
his own lady. Whereat every good subject, who 
loved the Queen's honour, and the Prince's safe- 
ty, had sore hearts : thinking thereby her Majesty 
would be dishonoured^ and the Prince in danger 
to be cut off, by him who had dain his father; but 
few, or none, durst speak in the contrary. Yet 
my Lord Herries, a worthy nobleman, came to 
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Ediftbui^ well accompanied, and told her Ma- 
jesty what repwt8 were going through the coun- 
try.; of the Earl ofBothweirs murdering the King, 
and now that she was to marry him. Requesting 
her Miyesty most humbly on his knees to remem- 
ber her honour and dignity^ and the safety of the 
Prin<:ej which would be in danger if she marric^ 
the siud Elarl ; with many other great persuasions; 
to shew the utter wreck and incpnvenitoce which 
would be thereby occasioned. 

*' Her Majesty appeared to wonder how these 
reports could go abroad^ seeing (she said) there 
waa.no such thing in her mind. He begged her 
Majesty's pardoq^ and prayed her to take his 
honest meaning in good part And immediately 
took his farewell, fearing the Eari of Bothwell 
should get notice thereof. He had fifty horse 
with him at the time^ and caused each of them to 
buy a new spear at Edinbiirgh, and so armed rode 
hcHne/' &c, ftc. 



This account will conclude with the strict and 
eqiMllable moral which is conveyed in the fate of 
the Eail of Bothwell ; a vofm of the roost brutal 
and ieiocious disposition^ and capable of perform- 
ii^ e^ery enormity, as the foregoing fuUy proves. 
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Death if the Bad ofBotkweU. 

*' Now the Laird of Grange's two ships being 
in readiness^ be made sail towards Orkney ; and 
DO man was so frank to accompany bim tu tbe 
Laird of Tullibardine and Adam Botbwell^ Bishop 
of Orkney.- . But the Earl was fled from Orkney 
to Shetland ; whither also they foflowed him^ and 
came in sight of Bothwell'd ship ; which moved 
the Laird Grange to cause tbe skipper to hoist up 
all the sails, which they were loath to do^ because 
they knew tbe shaUow water thereabout But 
Grange^ fearing to miss him, compelled tbe ma- 
riners. So that, for too great haste, the ship 
wherein Grange was did break upon a bed of 
sand, without loss of a man. But Both well had 
leisulre in the mean time to save himself in a little 
boat, leaving his ship behind him, wfrich Grange 
took, with divera of the Earl's friends and ser- 
vants. Himself fled to Denmaik, where he was 
taken, and kept in strait prison, wherein he be- 
came mad, land died miserably. And his own ser- 
vants were the first who gave information of the 
manner of the murder of the late unfortunate 
Prince, the Earl of Damley.** 
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The following letter was addressed to King- 
James the Sixth of Scotland, by this most true and 
faithful friend^ servant and councellor^ Sir James 
Melvin. It is written in a f^tyle and in language 
veiy different to that made use of in general to 
Kings. For though the communications which 
hb duty compelled him to make are conv^ed in 
terms Off the profoundest deference and personal 
respect — ^yet« in the warm sincerity of his feelings, 
be cannot refinin from severe reprehension^ and 
poiniing out» with emphatic force^ whatever mea- 
sures appeared to him contrary to the wdfare and 
honour of his country and his Prince ; with a free- 
dom of speech^ and genuine affectionate care and 
friendship, that is scarcely to be paralleled. And 
fjcom the strict morality of the principles incul- 
cated^ the excellent advice contained in itj and the 
extensive knowledge of the subject treated oii, . 
whicU the author possessed^ together with his long 
eiq^riaice of Courts and Kings, renders this let- . 
t^r a very valuable acquisition in this collection of 
scarce and curious extracts; and an admirable, 
lesson to all ranks of society^ though written for 
a Prince. 

(This letter was written immediately after the 
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from Denmark, and hb martiage 



'with the Princesa of that kingdom.) 



'' Sir, 

" Your Majesty's happy return (from 
Denmark) halh greatly rejoiced yonr whole sub- 
jects. The expectations they had of you, ever 
since your birth, hath been, great, both fieu- and 
near. Your public promise to> take upon you:a 
more, kingly care, since your home coming, 
through greater experience, hath augmented a 
good. hope of a gracious government. Your re- 
ligion, pure and clean, your zeal and godliness to 
justice, your chaste and sincere life^ your.prompti- 
tude to suppress rebellions when they arise, ra- 
visheth the hearts of most part of your subjects to 
love you^ and to esteem you the best king which 
hath been these many years in this realm. And 
yet they all marvel, with stupified minda, to* see 
your affairs so unluckily handled; complaining 
that your country was never in greater disorder. 
The Kirk never worse contented, (their dissatis- 
faction influencing the whole kingdom); your 
house, so evil at a point ; the nobility so divided ; 
the Barons, were, never in greater poverty ; the 
Commons never more oppressed; never moare 
taxation raised, mostly applyed to the utility of 
private persons ; never more Parliaments holden ; 
never more laws broken ; your popclamationsand 
missives no. ways obeyed. Never was murder 
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and bloodshed more encreaeed, (han nooe yomr 
home coining and public promiw of bettn* go- 
Tonment. 

" Thnefcwe, Sir^ as in a perilous sUmn upon 
tbe sea, er to qacnch sudden kindled fire on the 
hud, every nan'ihc^ is reqninte and acc^itable: 
ao I b^ie your Majcaty's clenency will consider, 
aad ycur prudence wdl take in good part, thii my 
dotifol dedarattaa and admonition, the boUlier 
eaterprized under (he wairant of your &TOUiable 
aliance, fi^wing your commaDdment, before 
yovr Afejesty's going to Denmaric, that my buether 
aad I should set dovm the causes of the evil and 
disorders, that yet are in the kingdom, and the 
aeetest remedies £»r reCarming and amending tbe 
rame. 

" There be three chief causes of aU these evib 
and disasters : 

•' The fiist is— coaceming God's service. 

" The second it— <»nceming your own estate, 
mad the provisioD of your bouse. 

" Tbe third — coaceming the right policy and 
aianagement of the country. 

" As concerning tbe swvice of God, neglected 

by oar sins, and caretessness in setting forth his 

^ory, it should be redressed and amaaded by 

humble repentance, and amendment of life, and 

ie; vrbich first in your ovn ^perto^, 

curriage ewy man's eye is fixcdi as 

• nde -the vest «f tbe- memban with 
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religion, justice, pradence^ tampMftnce, and for- 
titude. 

'^ Chiefly by religion and justice have all cotti- 
monwealths been ruled ; so that such countries as 
wanted the knowledge of the true religion, seeing 
the great worics that God brought to pass by his 
own peculiar people, observing his rdigion they 
invented religions. Thus thinking to imitate the 
Jews, they fell intb iddatry and superstition ; yet 
they straitly observed their said fnvented rdi- 
gions, and caused to punish wiUi death such as 
despised or spoke against the same. Far more 
should your Majesty be carefiil to advance the 
true religion, and to see the same reverenced and 
observed. And, for that effect, should devout and 
discreet Ministers be chosen, whose Christian 
lives may preach as well as their doctrine; and 
such ought to be provided vrith suflBcient local 
stipend, neither too much to entice them to ava- 
rice, nor too little to make them indigent, and to 
give them ground in their preachings to cry of po- 
verty ; in such sort as they may have no occasion 
yearly to leave their flocks, to come and make sait 
for their livings, with great pain and expence, as 
they do presently. 

'' Divers are the causes of the disorders in your 
Court, and out ofiices, and servants : for they are 
not chosen for their qualities, but at the instance 
of this or that friend, or courtier : then thcnmn- 
ber of all sorts of servants are not lioDiited, by 
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placing about youc Majesty so many as are need* 
ful^ but an extraordinary number ; whereas two 
in every office are enough. And then your pru- 
dence will be best known, when you shall be seen 
to make good elections of fit persons for every oc- 
cupation. For the Prince is ever esteemed to be 
like unto those sort of servants he likes best to be 
. di)out him. Much consists in this, to have in Court 
discreet, modest courtiers ; such as are not covet- 
ous, nor unmeasurably ambitious. Nothing wins 
more the hearts of the people to the Prince : for 
as )ong as they see about him such persons, they 
are out of fear of being unmeasurably burdened. 
When they see men who are not greedy, not pro- 
digal spenders of their Prince's estate, nor their 
own, not stirrers up of the Prince to take men's 
lives for their lands; they are in hope that every 
man may live upon his own, and the Prince also 
upon his proper patrimony. Therefore should 
the officers of the Exchequer be true and honest 
men. And the Prince should be frequently pre- 
8e:nt himself, and hear his own compts ; for few 
dare controul or find fault with the wrong compts 
of his officers, or great courtiers ; which I have 
ofttimes found fault with, when upon the Exche- 
quer, though afterwards to my great prejudice. 

'' The causes why the patrimony of the Crown 
is so diminished,, is because your Majesty's pre- 
decessors disposed much to the church for devo- 
tion;. and to the noblemen and barons for good 
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service. And when Princes were careless topre«- 
vent rebellion s» occasioned by their mis^govem- 
ment^ they were compelled to bny the assistance 
of some, by disposition of lands, to help to sup^ 
press their unnatural subjects. Which inconve- 
nience their careful and prudent government 
might have prevented and eschewed. 

'' Your Majesty also, out of your noble and 
princely dispodtion^ disposed liberally unto divers 
greedy and importunate persons^ during your mi- 
nority^ divers lands and rents^ which would have 
stood in great stead to the entertainment of your 
house. And you heaped gift upon gift to a sort 
of greedy cravens^ and that by persuasion of such 
as had your ear^ and not to those who deserved 
best at your hands. Now the officers of the 
Chequer being well chosen^ as said is^ the rent- 
masters and their officers^ wlio are accountable, 
must be responsible men ; neither too mean, nor 
too g^eat men, or courtiers, but such as dare be 
controuled, and whom people will not fear to of'- 
fend; All vacant benefices and casualties should 
be retained in your own hands, till you see what 
you can spare. 

'' Then the best part^of your property lies in 
the Highlands ; where neither God nor the King 
is served or obeyed.. Your rents may be re- 
doubled if the Highlands and the Islands are re- 
duced, as was done by your grandfather. King 
James the Fifth.. For the. kings of/ Scotland 

c e 
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wen never lich since th^ left the Higtihnds and 
the Uea to dweO in the Lowhmds : for, since 
timt^ their rents have been diminished^ and their 
snperflnous ezpences encreased, at the unmly tix* 
ample of other neighbour nations. 

*' Then jonr Majesty's parks shoidd be put to 
profit and replenished; which wiU be foiui4 n 
necessary help to the keeping of your house. — 
The rest of your store grounds, ^y^^ >" ^^ ^^ 
south parts, are in such bands as it is not fit to 
meddle vrith Ahem yet ; but some yearly wedders 
iviO be easily granted by them, who possess pre- 
sently the said «U>re grounds. 

^^ Also the forbidden goods, that go yearly out 
of Scotland^ if they were stayed and taken accord- 
ing to act of Parliament, would be very profitable. 

'^ The best means to bring these good purposes 
to pass, is a princely, prudent, and gracious go- 
vernment ; which is easily brought to pass, when 
the Prince corrects himself befi>re he corrects his 
sttlgects; for they will soon be subdued to his 
will, when they see the same made subject unto 
reason : for being subject unto reason, the Prince 
hath conquered himself; the readiest means to 
conquer the hearts of his subjects. Their hearts, 
b^g conquered, the country is easily conquered : 
the country being conquiered, the Prince may 
^lant and establish good order there at his plea- 
sure 

'' Theopompus being demanded, ' What way 
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a King; might best rule his realfti ?' answerec)^ ' In 
g^iving liberty to those who love to teU him the " 
truth/ 

'' The Senate of Rome^ writing unto Tmjan> 
excuseth Princes to be negligent in many things^ 
not so much for that they have not desire to fore^ 
see, as because few^ or none, dare warn them of 
the truth ; and says, moreover, that it beloQgs to 
good Princes^ rather to have regard tothe bene- 
fit of their country, than to the dc^lights of their 
person; and rattier to fcdlow such exercises as 
will increase their reputation^ than only to be 
taken up vvith their pastiiQoie ; thc^t they should be 
sparing in speeches, and prodigai.in deeds. 

'' Plutarch saith to the same Trajaq : If thy 
government answer not the expectation of thy 
people, thou must necessarily be subject to many 
dangers^ He said further, tha£ Princes should 
rule well, if they be thankful to the great God, and 
if they should be pati^ in changes of fortune, 
and diligent, in executionf, careful of their affairs 
in dangers, mild to^their pe^)e, tractable to stran- 
gers, not covetous of riches, nor iQvers of their 
own opinions or desires ; for tt|en the burden of 
their oflBce will be easy upon them. As God is 
the ruler and spirit of the worid> so ought Princes 
to rule, and be the spirit of their country. The 
heavens, the earth, the sea, and all the elements, 
obey God's ordinances, by the strength of his con- 
tinual motion afid iprovideoce: so shouki the 

Ee2 
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Prince^ who is God's placeholder^ by continiiil 
care^ providence^ and motion, citiise every lieu- 
tenant^ minister^ magistrates judge, officer^ and 
'Sheriflb^ to keep their due course in their voca- 
.tions. For the which effect^ it may please yoor 
Majesty to consider the nature and wrong kind of 
Scottish government, by a continual long corrupt- 
ed custom, 

'^ Scotland is indeed hereditary^ and a mo- 
narchy ; yet among all other monarchial king- 
• doms, it is oftenest out of tune« by the sloth and 
carelessness of Princes^ the unruliness and sturdi- 
ness of the subjects^ and the great number of the 
nobility ; as also by reason of the great cumber- 
some clans^ so ready to concur together, and to 
rebels for the defence of any of their name, or to 
revenge the just execution of some of them, for 
murder, slaughter^ theft, or such other crimes. 
For our King wanting hired soldiers, remaining 
in garrisons, as other monarchs have, may not on 
all occasions punish and redress such wrongs and 
disorders ; except they have by wisdom and vir- 
tue conquered their own passions, opinions, and 
desires, and by the same means ravished the 
hearts of the most and best part of their subjects 
to assist them, with heart and hand, to suppress 
the rebels, and to punish the offenders. . Such 
Kings again as endeavour to command absolutely, 
not caring for the hearts of their subjects ; their 
proclamation may well be outwurdly obeyed by 
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their bodies^ but they will never help the Prince 
in time of need^ save only to help to ruin him. — ? 
There is nothing more dangerous for a Scot» 
King, that hath not the love of his subjects^ then 
when a great number are convened together, for 
at such times they use to take sudden, cpnsulta- 
tions^ to put order to the. Princes, and his familiar 
minions. Of these two. sort of Kings, the first i^ 
more than a monarch;, and the last, less 'than 
elective. Of the first, in Scotland, too few have 
reigned ; and of the last, too many ; which, id the 
cause that the country is not con/juered to th^ 
lawful kings. Which is also the cau^e that the 
corrupt customs and disorders have lasted so long, 
and are not to be remedied, untill i^ please God 
to send thrte such kings as I h^ve named^: of the 
best sort, granting them lotig life, each one to sue? 
peed after the other ; I pray God that your Ma^ 
Jesty be the. first of the three. But it appear$ 
your Majesty is not well advised, while you are 
creating jnore. noblemen, making them thereby 
the .stronger, whereas divers other Princes endear 
vour to make them lower and fewer ; by reason 
pf the old emulation which hath lasted between 
the Kings of Scotland and their nobility; the 
Kings, to command absolutely as sovereign mo- 
uarchs ; the nobles to withstand their absolute 
power, sometimes by secret and indirect means, 
mA oft times by plain resistance and force.-* 
Hence but few wise, virtuous, and potent kings, 
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or sovereign monarchs^ who have obtained the/ 
mastery ; ivhereas there havebeen many careless, 
slothful^ and simple Princes, that have ruled bj 
wicked councellors, and have commonly been 
brought to ignominious ends. The good and 
vfortby Prince -took upon him more or. less abso- 
lute power and authority, as he found himsdf able 
by assistance, substance, or alliance, or as he 
found his nobility feeble, foolish, and divided. 

'' England believes itself to be in the better 
estate, by shedding the blood of their nobility and 
barons, and by making them partakers of honours 
and offices. For the way of taking the life of a 
nobleman or baron, breeds an hundred enemies, 
more or less, according to the greatness of the 
dan^ or surname ; of which some will lie at wait 
to be revenged^ albeit long after, as they can ind 
opportunity. For the nobility being so numerous, 
by long evil custom, they esteem themselves to be 
bom councellors, and yet will not remain at Court, 
nor upon the conned, except it be at conventions, 
or for some particidar profit. And if the IVioce 
intend to rule without them; they use to make 
sudden enterprizes against him and his finn3iais, 
with the which tragedies the Cbronides are fiQed. 
Then after such a violent alteration^ they find 
themselves odious to the Prince ; so that they com- 
monly seek to be the masters over him from that 
time forth ; lest he should, when he sees a'fit time, 
take his revenge' for (heir contempt. 
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*' It is not best then to debar your nobility from 
being upon your councel^ but grant place to a 
number of the wisest of them ; whereof they will 
soon be weary^ and retire when their purses begin 
to grow empty. Thus they will want occasbn 
to grudge or rebel. 

^' It is meet also to gun by good deeds part of 
the worthiest of your nobility ; which may be a 
means to keep the rest from rebellion^ when they 
see so many of their number daily about you^ and 
in your fitvoiir. 

^* Princes are^ by Horner^ called pastors ; by the 
Romans^ fiithers of the country. Mone can be 
answemble to such honounUiie names^ without 
extreme diligence^ and fatherly care^ to see every 
officer about his duty^ and strait account taken 
how they dischaige the same^ rewarding well* 
doers^ and punishing offenders ; reward and pur 
nishment being the piDars whereupon the com- 
monwealth stands. Especially take care the firrt 
year of your marriage ; for the reputation obtain.- 
ed the first year will last long afterwards^ whether 
it be good or evil. 

'' Be earnest and liberal to get good inteUi* 
gence, as well of your neighbours' estate as your 
owp-; of the grievances of your subjects^ and 
their partialities and feuds ; which will open your 
ey^tosee sundry outrages in matters of fstatei* 
Give -fiimiKar access, to your Hobility and baroois 
when tiiey come, chiefly to all such Who are writ- 
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ten for to your conventiotis. Give open audience 
once every week at leasts to rich and poor^ receiv-* 
ing their supplications and complaints^ with strict 
commandment to the Councel^ and Masters of 
Requests^ to give them answer with sudden dia* 

patch. 

'^ Cause to reform the superfluity of clotl)ing 
and banqueting, as well by your example as your 
commandment. 

" Now supposing your Majesty to be ripe fruit, 
and no more green^ I hope your dear bought ex- 
perience hath made you apt enough to receive all 
profitable impressions presented to your Majesty 
by your faithful proved servants^ and not to com* 
mit so easily the weighty charges of your a&irs 
to any one, or two, or three ; seeing the same 
may have been clearly observed to tend highly to 
the prejudice of such who have been, through flat- 
tery or otherwise, induced to follow such courses. 
Such minions have been always observed to shoot 
at their own mark, not valuing the endangering 
of the estate of the Prince, so that they gaiu their 
own ends, by enriching themselves and their de- 
pendants. 

'' No man will think sUrange, that, during your 
younger years, you- have been pressed and per- 
suaded to lay the burden of your aflairs off your^ 
self upon others ;], who greedily courted tliat 
weighty charge, above their capacity, vmuting 
care, knowledge, and ability, to bear it. But 
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now^ every Vnan will marvel if you should cdmiDii 
such a gross eiror in your perfect age ; thinking 
that your pregnant ingeny^ excellent memory^ and 
hurtful experience^ may compel you to exercise 
the office of a King in your own person. For 
whence have proceeded so many attempts^ soma- 
ny enterprizeSj so many times, the taking of your 
Majesty's person, so many alterations and changes 
of court servants, counselfors, and laws: but^bj 
committing the chaise and keeping .of your sheep 
and subjects, to certain ambitious and ravenous 
wolves, who chose to bring into Court for their 
assistance such as they knew to be of their own 
qualities, that they might conquer together, first 
how to put out of your favour, and debar from 
your ear, all such honest true peifsons as trouM 
oppose their pernicious proceedings'; that so your 
Majesty might neither see, nor understand; but by 
their eyes and ears. Your Majesty can well 
enough remember how oft, for my part, I have 
forewarned you of the storms which were to &U 
out, through the misbehaviour of such insdent; 
such inconstant, 9uch scornful, and such parti^ 
persons, as have oftest possessed your ear, and 
carried the vogue at your Court And what I 
thereby gained Uh myself, yoAr Majesty knowb. 
Yety. however disadvantageous to my own paiti- 
isular interest was that manner of procedure^ I 
bad this comfort, that your Majesty confessed that 
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1 had shewn yoo the verity : Bat the «ad con- 
fetsioB waa ay behind the timet with ofer late re* 
pentance. 

^' Here your Majesty may reproach roe of in- 
constant conncilsy because one year after your 
return from Denmark^ I told you, that your sub- 
jects were not satisfied of their, expectations^ nor 
of your public promises ; praying your Majesty, 
yet to begin, and either to be at that pains, which 
18 requisite to a right governing King, or ebe to 
aabaiit the whole burden of your affiiirs, to sacb a 
number as I should name, only for one year. In 
doing of any of these two, I engaged that yon 
would #Bd your estate sufficiently settled at tbe 
year'siend. Then it pleased your Majesty to de^ 
auittd of me, the manner that I would wish you to 
rate affter? Whereonto I made aqswer, that it 
did -not become me, or any in Scotland, to shew 
yed the du^ of a kingr which* you could declare 
belter 4haa any of your Council ; «eeing you could 
aKeneise the said office as well as any King in Eu* 
wpe,^ if you wwe pleased, only for one year, to 
tikti^(fae{Mdins4o do it yourself. In so doing, I 
aufipcMed, that befo#a tl^e end of it, there aboaU 
ertiM/siioh^ proitable effieipts, as you ahoald find 
the Govt^miQent pleasant, and Ho more pmnfid; 
by (vvhidi^nieatis yeur Majerty should eschew the 
repmach of the FVrench poet, in one of bis 
astyingD' • 
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Je hay, dit il, eolve k^^hoaieft oeux 
Qui soDt espriu. d'un vouioir paiuheaux, 
£t tourioun ; semblet son fy, (ye, 
Practiquer Tart de la Philosophie. 

In Italian^ 

Chi Don fd quel che deuc, quel haspetta non receue. 

Spanish. 

Si faeras regido par razon amuehas regiras. 

^' In foar things a Prince soonest wrecks hBD-^ 
iself : to be careless and slothful in his afiGBdrs ; to 
fonake the Oonncil of his true servants ; to give 
ear to unthankful flatterers ; and to spend above 
his marits. 

'^ To return again to the purpose; it pleased 
your Majesty to reijoipe for the second part» 
-what might best settle your EMite , vrithin the 
year ? I said^ to devolve the maaagement, for « 
year, upon such as I should name, joined to the 
best inclined of your own council. To that your 
Majesty once agreed ; but when I came more to 
particulars^ your Majesty judged it not yotir inte- 
rest, . as having been otherwise adviied« Then I 
requested your Majesty to exercise the office 
youmelf* 

>^Yet, not hmg aftar> your Majesty sttboAMAd 
yonrscJf wholly and entirely to eigl)t penqng, 
called Octavians ; and told me, Aat you had fol- 
fewed my opinion therein, and had submitted swn- 



4fii HADTin Of : 

pliciter, for your time to those eight persons. I 
replied, that I spoke bat for one year; and that I 
would have named some of the said number, but 
not all. They were wise men, learned, and po- 
litic ; but the unmeeter, that they were chosers of 
themselves. Yet, they began to do better tban 
any bad done before them; but they conlinaed 
not, but divided among themselves, after they had 
divided the offices of the Crown, to every man, one. 
Whereas, at the first, they had given forth, that 
they should i^nt mean responsible men in the 
nid offices, and they all too but Comptrollers of 
the said lofficers. So that many began to grufl^e 
against them, seeing thera in a sudden, become 
rich. And perceiving their great backs, the whole 
bubJectSi and his Majesty's own domestics to fol~ 
low and depend upon them, and his Majesty to 
pass through the. streets, with three or four, as 
forsaken ; because none hoped any moK for re- 
ward at his handsj hut so much as might be had 
for sernng and depending upon the said eight 
Lords. . 

" They became also hated and envied, partly 

for the causes specified ; as also there was great ' 

gHHuid of jealousy, that they were intending the 

estabbshment of Popery. So that there was a 

rebeUiOn raised in Edinburgh against them, in his 

sence; upon which, they fled oat of 

I since darst never take upon them 

venimeDt, but Were content to be 
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joined with a number of noblemen^ and others of 
the Council^ to the number of twenty -four. But 
the greatest part of the noblemen did not attend^ 
but came when they were written for, to the Con- 
tentions^ as formerly they used. So all this new 
device, turned to the old sieut antea.*' ' 



The Preservation of King James the Firsts from 
a Conspiracy, formed against him by the Earl 
ofBotkweU and other discontented and restless 
Chiefs ; proxnng the contentions and dangerous 
state the kingdom of Scotland was continually 
in, whilst a separate kingdom. Mdvin. 

' - • r 

" About this time there did arise great strife 
and disorders in the country, between the Eark 
of Huntly and Munay; between the Earls of 
Caithness and Sutherland; between the Lords 
Hamilton and Angus. For divers of them made 
* suits, and obtained commissions, with ample pri- 
viledge over other lands, as well as over their own, 
which eiigendered many discords ; whereof I ad- 
vertized .his Majesty, that order might be taken 
therewith. 

'* Whereupon^ the Council, being convened, 
they ordered letters to bedirected, in his Majesty's 
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name, charging Uiem all to detml from boetilitiesj 
and to appear before the Privy Councif at prefixed 
da^. First, the Earis of Murray and Huntly 
compeared, there being; a genlieman, of the name 
of Gordon, killed with a 4iot, out of theboiue of 
Tamua, by the fiarl of Munay. Both the par* 
ties being come strong to court, were commanded 
to keep their lodgings, for preventing trouble be- 
fore their compearing. When' his Majesty was 
advised by the Chancellor what to do, in reference 
to the matter, then his Majesty proposed the same 
to the Council ; to wit. three points ; either pre- 
sent agreement to be made, or warding both the 
.Earla, or caution to be taken of both; then to 
tend facHnei the one, and hdd the other s^ at 
Court ibra while. Hia M^erty following forth 
this proposition,, declared first, that the parties 
could not be agreed, because of the hot blood of 
the LAied of Gluny. Gordon's brother, latdy shun. 
Concerning wai^ng, be alledged, that the castle 
■frfEdJBhBTgb had enotigh of priaoners already ; 
'thBttbe.Abbey was not a fit prison for a noble- 
•bhd: aft tliBt it would be fittest ia take caulion of 
-tbem both, and to hoU them sundry ; to send home 
,tho one) and retain Ae other at Court (or aseason. 
'^ Tbe ChanccAor was of that opinion, and 
.amdr^ .(^en. who uacd-tp depend on sttch who 
'— ' 'Ne chief handUng. Then his M^esty con- 
dme.lo tefliny opmior^; wbkb was dif- 
fitoDLtfaiBt I adnied pfcseot ag^Kement; 
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suppomng that the Earl of Huntly, for his Ma- 
jesty's pleasure^ and in obedience to bis command, 
would not refuse to compound the matter^ by a 
present uptaking^ seeing he was come so gjreat a 
journey^ with his lady and whole househpld^ to 
remain in Edinburgh all the winter. At this the 
Chancellor took me up tauntingly^ raying, that the 
Earl of Huntly would tarry at Court all that day, 
till to-morrow, and would part no sooner ; for he 
had promised to the smd Earl, that advantage orer 
his enemy. Albeit, I knew the Earls intention 
was, to tarry all winter at Court. The Justice 
Clerk was of my judgment ; but said, that it ap- 
peared his Majesty, with the Chancellor, had al- 
ready concluded to send Huntly home, and keep 
the other at Court. 

** So soon as Huntly, when home, wanting his 
competitor, he triumphed, and took sundry advan- 
tages upon the Earl of Murray's land, giving the 
Earl just occasion of complaint. And getting no 
redress, he retired himself from the Court, and 
became so malcontent, that he tack plain part with 
the Earl of Bothwell, who was still upon his en- 
terprizes. 

'' l^e fori of Huntly ^being advertized that his 
adversary was an outkw, with the Eari of Both- 
well, he returned again to C6urt, to get some ad- 
vantage over him. But in the mean time, the 
Earl of Ochiltree endeavoured to agree them by 
consent of his Majesty. He drew, the Earl of 
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Murray to Donnibrisle^ to be near hand^ that con« 
ditions and articles might be added^ and pared at 
the pleasure of their friends. The Earl of Huntly 
being also made privy to his coming to Donni- 
brisle^ obtained incontinently a commission (ap- 
pearing therein to do bis Majesty acceptable 
service) to pursue by fire and sword^ the Earl of 
Bothwell and all his partakers. Little knevr his 
Majesty, that under this general order, he was 
minded to assail the Earl of Murray at his own 
house, and kill him, as he did, to the regret of 
many.. But the Earl of Ochiltree took such a 
despite, that his friend was so slain, under com* 
muniitg, as he alledged, that he-took plain part 
with the Earl of Bothwell, and so did divers others, 
in revenge of his quarrel; encouraging the said 
Jlarl to assail his Majesty within his Palace of 
Falkland, having divers in Court familiar enough 
vnth his Majesty, upon the said Conspiracy with 
him^ whose council his Majesty followed most. So 
that they drew him into a net, to abide at Falk- 
land, notwithstanding the. many sure advertise- 
ments that had been made unto him. Such hath 
been his Majesty's hard fortune in many straits. 
^ The few pumber who were faithful lo, and 
careful of his Majesty, council him, after the fir^t 
. advertizement, to pass to Coupar, and convene 
with aU possible dispatch and diligence^ the Ba- 
rons of Fife for his defence. But such as sought 
his wreck, persuaded him to tarry and delay^ • al- 
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ledging^ that Uiey had sure advertiaement^ that 
the Earl of Lothian would not come out of Lo- 
thian till slich a day; would have been two days 
longer, and hehind the day which be kept; for he 
came to Falkland two days sooner. This advice 
was given, that bis Majesty might be surprized^ 
before he could either enter the Tower of Falk- 
land, or be provided with any forces to defend 
him. And because they knew my brother and 
me to be careful for him, they advised his Majesty 
to send us home to our houses, that same night 
that we understood the Earl of Bothwell would be 
there, and had so told his Majesty. But he be- 
lieved his abusers better. We gave his Majesty 
council t9 ride quietly to Bambrioh, and there he 
might, when he pleased, take a boat and go over 
to Angus, where he would have leisure to convene 
the towns of Perth and Dundee, and the country 
thereabouts. But this advice was also overthrown 
by those who were upon the contrary part. 

'' Thus we, being commanded by his Majesty 
to ride home, and to warn the country, in case he 
were besieged v^ithin the Tower; we obeyed. 
My brother that same nighty by the way, was ad- 
vertized by one of the Earl of Both well's company, 
that he was already in Fife, and would be in Falk- 
land against supper-time. Upon which adver- 
tizement, he sent his gentleman, called Robert 
Auchinleck, to acquaint his Majesty therewith, 

r I 
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and to request to enter within the Tower in due 
time. When the said Rohert declared the matter 
unto his Majesty^ they all laughed him to scorn, 
calling him fool. The said Rohert returning 
malcontent, to be so scorned and mocked^ met the 
Earl of Bothwell and his company^ upon the 
Heights of the Lomonds, when it was already 
dark night ; and turning incontinently, as if he 
had been one of the company, proceeded with 
them ; but used great diligence to be first at his 
Majesty. Entering within the Palace of Falk- 
land, he closed the gates himself, and cried con- 
tinually to cause his Majesty to enter the Tower; 
who, at length believed him, and mocked him no 
more. 

'' The Earl of Bothwell^ on his coming, had 
Petards to break up gates and doors. It was not 
without ground alledged, that some of those who 
shot out of the Tower, for his Majesty's defence, 
charged their culverins with paper. But some of 
his Majesty's household shot out buUdts, which 
gave the Earl and his company a great scar; as 
also the King's being in the Tower before he was 
surprized ; and supposing that the country would 
gather togetheir, the said Earl and his company 
etired and fled ; none pursuing them, whereas a 
few might easily have overtaken and overthrown 
them. That same night J lay in my boots, upon 
my bed, expecting word ftom FUkland, where 
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there was one left^ to be ready for that effect. At 
whose backcomin^, I^ with other friends and 
neighbours^ did ride toconvene the country about 
Coupar for his relief, and to have resetted his 
Majesty. 

'' But his Majesty immediately sent me adver^' 
tizement, that the Earl was fled. Yet he'desired 
me to bring these forward, whom he knew I would 
convene for his relief; as they did, to the number 
of three thousand, that afternoon. Thus God 
miraculously delivered bis Majesty at this time, as 
he had done divers times before. 



History furnishes a better opportunity than any 
other possible means can do, to present to our con*- 
temptation, the instability of all human proqierity; 
As in the accounts of the different persons therein 
commemorated, you have before you, both the 
beginning and the end of their lives, and the sub- 
sequent effect of all their power, their riches, their 
grandeur, and their conduct on themselves and 
others. The moral of which, cannot fail to make 
a deep impression on the mind of sensibility and 
reflection. Amongst these instances, few are 
more remarkable^ than the fiate which has usually 

F f 2 
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attended the unworthy fiivourites of a Prince ; in 
the course of this work^ several examples will be 
founds but none where the punishment of a bsd 
man was more deservingly inflicted^ than in tbe 
following extract. 



Particulars of the Death ofMansiemr OUx^er, the 
' Great Favourite a/Lewis the Elexyentkttf France. 

A. D. 1482. P. de Commines. 

'' Before the Coronation of the King^^ the 
Princes of the Bloody and the nobility of tbe king- 
dom^ (who had so often been injured and affronted 
in the late King's reign^ by Oliver le Dain^ bis 
Barber ; one Daniel^ a Fleming, Monsieur Oli- 
ver's servant, and one Monsieur John Doyace, 
who had managed the affairs of tbe whole king- 
dom during part of the reign of Lewis) caused in- 
formations secretly to be exhibited against them^ 
for several murders, rapines, and other enormous 
offences, which they had formerly committed; 
though some of them were by the express com- 
mand of the King. These informations being 
brought before the Court of Parliament^ they were 
immediately apprehended, their Process made out 
against them, and at last they were all three con- 
demned to death. And the year following (which 
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was 1484) Monsieur Oliver, and his servant Da- 
niel, Mr ere executed at Paris ; and M. Doyace had 
bis ears cut off^ and his tongue bored through. 

*^ One of the crimes committed by Monsieur 
Oliver^ and his servant Daniel^ and for which they 
were executed^ was this. A certain gentleman 
was committed to prison^ by order of Lewis, and 
having a very young and beautiful lady for his 
wife. Monsieur OKver fells desperately in love 
with her, and promises to release her husband; by 
his intercession with the king, provided she would 
consent, to prostitute herself to his loose desires. 
Accordingly she did ; but instead of performing 
his promise, the very next day he ordered his ser- 
vant Daniel, to put him in a sack, and throw him 
into the Seine, where he was drowned. 

'* This OKver was, by birth, a Flieming, and 
had been Barber, to King Lewis, but of greater 
power and authority with the King, than any no- 
bleman in France. This power and influence 
which he had gained over the King, was gained 
by vile and slavish offices about his Royal Person, 
too low and contemptible to mention here. The 
base and loathsome offices which he performed, 
were not by any means out of respect or affection 
to the king, but through avarice, and an ambition 
to maintain his power and credit at Court ; which 
ended immediately upon the death of his master, 
as you have already heard, notwithstanding the 
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strict cbai^ the KiDg gave to his son, upon bit 
death bed, to continue his iavour to Moosienr 
OKver, and not to suffer what he had ganeroud; 
given bin), to be taken from him ; sinee, by his 
service, bis life had been long preserred. 

" But, notfrithstandtng. Princes' in their lUe- 
trnie, support and countenance such base and 
scandalous ministers, and how ready soever such 
may be to execute their masters unlawful and ar- 
bitrary commands; yet, at last they find that credit 
at Court is no inheritance, and that God, who 
leaves no villanies unpunished, finds, a time to re- 
vrard them, according to their deserts. Beeides, 
immediately after the death of Le\Vis, a strict en- 
quiry was made, into all the exorbitantand super- 
stitious grants that were made by him in his 
life time; aJl which were resumed, and whatever 
lands had been alienated from the Crown, were 
united to it again." 
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CEREMONIES. 

An account of the hUerrmg the Body of Maty, 
Queen of Scots, at Peterborough, in Northamp- 
tanshire, hy her Son, James the First. 

'* The fourteenth of August Sir William De* 
tricky Garter Principal King at Arms^ was sent to 
Peterbor6ugh^ 4n Northamptonshire^ with a rich 
pall of velvety embroidered with the arms .of the 
mighty Princess M ary^ Queen of Scotland^ having 
letters directed to the Reverend the Lord Bishop 
of Peterborough in that behalf: which pall of 
velvety so embroidered^ was by him solemnly car- 
ried^ and laid upon and over the corpse of the said 
late Queen^ assisted by many knights and gentle- 
men^ and mu6h people^ at the time of divine sw- 
vice. And then the said Bishop preached a ser- 
mon in that behalf in the mornings and made a 
great feast at dinner^ and the Dean of the same 
preached in the afternoon. The said mighty and 
most noble Princess Mary^ Queen of Scotland^ 
was thus royally and sumptuously interred by the 
said Garter King at Arms, in August^ 1587. 

From Ldndsmfs History of Scotland. 
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Ceremom^ of the Grand Chriaenmg of the Son ^ 
King James the First. From the same atUhor, 
Uttdsay. 

" The Right Honourable Roger, Earl of Rut- 
land, appointed by the King's Majesty to be Ado- 
bassadortohisloviagbrotherChristian the Fourth, 
King of Denmark, as weU to solemnize in his be- 
half tbe christening of the King's, son, as also to 
present his Highness vvilb the most noble ortler 
ofthe Garter, took his leave ofthe Court at Oreen- 
wich, on Sunday the 26th day of June, 1603 ; — 
and on Monday embarked himself at Gravesend, 
in his Majesty's ship called the-Goldeo Lion; be- 
ing worthily accompanied, with nine knights, 
twenty esquires, his friends and allies, besides 
about one hundred gentlemen and yeomen, bis 
servants and followers. 

"On Tuesday his Lordship sailed; on Wed- 

- netday, al night, we lost sight of land ; and the 
wind and weather being favourable, on Tuesday 

. se'ennight following we arrived, and safely anchor- 
ed within the sound of Denmark. Upon Thurs- 
day bis Lordship landed at Eisinore, and was vi- 
sited and sahited from the King. On Friday he 
— '~-l himself, and on Saturday took journey to 
nhagen, where the King then was, with 
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seven score waggons prepared for his transporta- 
tion : his Majesty having also sent two very fine 
coaches^ and somie gentlemen^ his servants, to at- 
tend him on the way. 

'' His Lordship was met by Ramelions^ and 
some other of the King's conncel^ whd^. by an 
oration made in Letin^ saluted his Lordship with 
the most kindly welcome^ signifying that it was 
the King's pleasure that himself, and all his train^ 
should be free of all charge during their abode in 
his country : and to that end had so ordained^ that 
in all the towns and villages where we passed^ 
wine and beer^ and all other victuals^ were plenti- 
fully and freely offered unto all men. 

'' This oration was answered by Mr. Nantoun, 
a learned gentleman^ that attended my Lord Rut- 
land for that purpose. That evening we came to 
Copenhagen ; the Ambassador and his brethren 
were lodged in the Courts and the knights and 
gentlemen in the town . That night the Earl was 
visited by some of the King's counsel^ whb came 
to him in his lodgings and some complinients pass- 
ed betwixt the King and the Ambassador^ by mes- 
sages only. 

'' Sunday^ in the mornings being the tenth of 
July^ his Lordship was appointed to have audience 
of the Kingj and therefore^ about the hour of 
nine^ his Lordship set forth of his lodgings with all 
his attendants^ in very good order^ and richly be- 
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seen. His gentlemen of the better sort had a 
livery of scarlet^ and with five or six silver hces 
about ; and the meaner sort^ as many gaaida of 
white sattin. The King's Majesty stood in aa 
half pace, in a great chamber at the side of a 
square table^ placed under a doUi of estate of 
crimson velvet : He was appareled in black, fiv 
he 'then mourned for his brother who died in 
JRussia. 

'^At my Lord's approach he uncovered bis 
faead^ and descending the half pace, embraced my 
Lord with great kindness ; than began my Lord's 
orator, Mr. Nantoun, his oration in Latin, which 
he performed with great eloquence, and in hand- 
ling the parts of the oration ; he first presented 
Ae King of Britain's letters of credence, and de^ 
INitatioD for the baptizing of the child, and then 
the commission for the order of the Garter. AU 
^whiGh'the King of Denmark received and read, 
and: by some few instructions given by his Ma- 
jesty to SameUtons, he answered the oration point- 
edly, with great leamingand readiness^ he bmig; 
as was said, the King's coun8elk>r. Ait&c the 
which the King discoursed awhile in the Italian 
toBg«^ with the Ambassador^ taking knovriedge 
«£ the knights and gentldmen, who kissed his 
ilighness's hand, and also proceeded (o the ohurph 
to tbe t^stenbg of the yonng Prilnce, in mannw 
blowing.. . 
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'^ The streets of Copenhagen^ through which 
his Royd Highness should pass^ were set with 
certain ensigns and burghers^ both of shot and 
»piek. The Kiqg's trumpeters rode foremost 
aounding ; then foBowed the ketde-dmms^ then 
the King's houj^ehold servants on foot^afterwhom 
.foHowed; fifty gentlemen^ all mounted on-great 
horses^ apparekd in' blacky who mourned as the 
King did. Then came the Lord Ambassaddr's 
^ttetidants^ CoUowers^ and senrant8> accompanied 
with divers Danes onfoot : the Bishop of Bream, 
with the three deputies of Saxon Brunswick and 
.Brandenburge, accompanied each other. The 
King^ the Ix^ Ambassador^ and Duke Ulrick^ 
the King's brother^ rode all three together ; Uie 
Queen mother foUowed^ invested in white sattin 
above^ in a chariot of crimson velvety emboroidered 
and richly gilt^ bearing the young Prince in ber 
arms. The chariot Was drawn by six m3k white 
horses^ sumptuously harnessed and plumed^ and 
«^ard of Switzers^ suited in red and yellqpv ^k^ 

« 

bearing light torches thereaboute. 

^' After foltowed a spare chariot of purple/ lidr- 
ly embroidered^ and after it dtvim coaches «f fhe 
Qaeen's women^ appareled in white^ Jfte onto 
nuns. 

'^ Then^ with great triumph, and TqcdciagajOf 
the people, who were there in great numheiMkey 
enters our Lady Chorah of thattoiro^ wbae the 
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baptizing was to be performed. The chancel mm 
hung with crimson velvety and sattin figtered^ and 
round 4bAut beautified with the most fair ladies> 
in great abundance^ aU rich in jewels, and .head 
attires in pearls, closs dressed, but their garments 
were black and plain ; and truly, in my judge- 
ment, both for habit' and behaviour, they seemed 
to be the most modest women in the world. 

" Jn the chancel were erected two trevises, the 
one for the Queen moUier and the Prince, the 
other for the King and the Ambassador. After 
divers anthems and hymns sung, and consorted 
vrith eloquent music in great variety, a Bishop, 
assisted with a Deacon, in rich vestments, stand- 
ing before the altar, began to read certain prayers, 
both in. Latin and the Danish tongues: which 
performed, the Bishop came to the front, and the 
Queen mother, being led by the Ambassador and 
the Duke Ubrick, brought the child in her arms 
to the same, and there she delivered the child, to 
be held by the Lord Ambassador, whilst she her- 
self sliped back the head attire for the baptism ; 
which the Bishop, after certain prayers, perform- 
ed, by putting vrater on the infant's head, with 
the sign of the cross, saying, ' Neume de Bame/ 
which was. Christian, done by the Lord Ambassa- 
dor, and other deputies, at the request of theKing 
his &ther. 

'' All which accomplished, the Queen, with the 
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Prince^; retired into her trevis. The Bishop be- 
gan a sermon in Latin upon the Gospel for that 
day ; which ended^ the trumpets sounded^ and 
they royally retired as they came.'" 



(A continuation of the account^ in the additional 
attentions paid to the English Ambassador by the 
King of Denmark, curious and interesting^ as the 
manners and customs of former times must be^ 
comparing and contrasting with the present ; — 
though a far greater analogy exist between them^ 
when accurately examined^ than is at first sights 
or superficial reading, imagined.) 



Ft(ym the same Author — landsay. 



/^ The next day the King made a solemn feast 
to the Ambassador^ and the other deputies^ placing 
the King of England's Ambassador^ at the table 
end, on the right hand of t)ie Queen mother ; 
himself sat on the right side of the table end, and 
his Queen on the left. The Duke Ulrick^ his 
brother, the Bishop of Bream, and other estates, 
were .placed ac(;ording to their degrees, and so 
were the English knights and gentlemen/as mttsy 
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as the boards might contain. To be Ixief; it 
were superftuous to tell you of all the superfluities 
that were used. It would make a nfan sick to 
hear of their drinking healths ; use hath brought 
it into fashion^ and fashion hath made it a habit^ 
which it ill beseems our nation to imitate. 

^' Monday being the eleventh day of July, the 
JLcurd Ambassador was entertained « with the sight 
of the King's stable of horse ; and with the araeoal 
Of store-house of * the King's munition ; which 
truly, when it shall be performed, wiOibe one of 
the most excellent provi^ons in Christendon.*— 
There was but one side of it built, the other lay 
in the foundation. The &brication is of three 
lofts, the nethermost is artiUery upon carriage, so 
neat, and dean kept, that the brass is as bright as 
gold, and the iron as black as jet. The bullets 
are built in piles, according to their bore ; and all 
provisions so ready fetnd so necessary^ as it were 
not expressed in words, what it is in form. So 
is the middle store-house of armour, pikes, shots^ 
ensigns, drums, and all martial instruments ; also 
the uppermost loft, with powder^ cordage, and all 
other necessaries, plentifully supply ed and proper- 
ly storod^ 

'^ The next day was spent in seeing the King 
of Denmat k's ships and other compliments. 

^' On Wednesday, my Lord Ambassador^ and 
his attendants, kissed the Queen's hand and the 
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young t^rince's ; then took their leave> and re« 
turned from Copenhagen to. Elsinore^ and. by the 
way the King and An^bassador hunted. 

'^On the fourteenth^ th^ King received the 
Order of the Garter^ within the Castle of Eki* 
nore^ which service was performed by William 
Segar Norrey^ King at Arms; unto whom the 
King gave a rich suit of apparel^ and a rich chain 
of gdid^ with his madiagle hanging thereat. At 
the investing of the King^ the Castle discharged 
fifty cannons^ and the King of England's ships^ 
lying before the Castle^ reported as many. That 
afternoon^ the King went aboard in the English 
ships, and had a banquet prepared for him upon 
the upper decks^ which were hung with covering 
of cloth of tissue; every health reported six^ eighty 
or ten shot^ of great ordnance. So^ that during 
the King's abode^ the ship discharged an hundred 
and fifty shot. 

The Castle of Elsinore is a quadrant^ with one 
of the goodliest fortifications in that part of the 
worlds both for strength^ and most curious archi- 
tecture^ and was built by Frederic^ the King's 
father. There are in the same many princely ^ 

lodgings^ and especially one great chamber ; it is 
hanged with Irish tapestry of fresh coloured silk^ 
without gold^ wherein all the Danish Kings- are 
expressed^ in antique habits^ according to fteir 
severed times^ with their arms and inscriptions^ 
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containing jail their conquests and victories ; the 
roof is of inlet woods^ and hung full of branches 
of brass^ for lights. 

'^ The next day the King hunted^ and by the 
way shewed my Lord Ambassador certain water 
miUs^ (of his own device) for the forging, hammer- 
ings and boring of the ordnance^ both great and 
small. In the which work^ a dozen men^ did with 
great ease, the offices of three or four score. The 
chaise continued about three or four hours, the 
deer being brought within toils, were killed with 
musket shot, to the number of eight or nine score, 
the most part stags* After which, the King feasted 
my Lord Ambassador, in a- lodge, very roya)ly. 

'^ After which, on the next morning, six oc 
eight of the King's Council repaired unto my 
J^rd Ambassadors lodging in the Castle, and 
there, in presence of his Lords and his attendants, 
made a solemn protestation of the King's high ac- 
ceptation of those favours' and honours, which his 
loving brother, the King of England, bad done 
unto him; promising all princely requital of it, if 
it lay in his power, yielding always great thanks 
to the Ambassador, for his long and painful jour- 
ney to do him honour. And therewith presented 
him with a fair chain, and a rich Jewel, set with 
diamonds^ and his picture also hanging thereat. 
Also sixteen other chains were given to the 
Knights, and some of the gentlemen, my Lord's 
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foUowers^ and about ten of the mediagles of gold 
unto others. 

'' The presents which the King of Englfind 
sent to |,he King of Denmark were^ a coUar of the 
order^ two very rich Georges^ set with diamonds^ 
and two Garters ; and to the Queen mother rich 
caronets and other jewels^ estimate worth three or 
four thousand pounds sterling. 

*' That day Ramellions invited both the King 
and Ambassador to dinie with him^ at his own 
house^ near the Castle ; and^ in his dining cham- 
ber^ had erected a cloth of estate^ of crimson sattin 
figured^ with two chairs and cushions of the same ; 
and upon the cloth of estate were set the arms and 
stiles of both the Kings, which before was not 
used ; because the King received the order in his 
chamber, and not in his chapel. 

'' The cheer was greett, and my Lord Ambassa- 
dor being weary with these bacanalian entertain- 
ments, took his leave of the King's grace^ intend: 
ing that night to lie on boards for the more speedy 
dispatch homeward. The King by no persuasion 
could alter his determination ; and^ therefore^ after 
many embracements on either part, with kissing 
the King's hands^ his Lordship departed^ and was 
accompanied unto the shore by his Majesty, where 
the pinnace and the long boat lay ready to convey 
him on board* 

'' On Tuesday^ the nineteenth of July^ we set 

^ e 
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sail for Ekig^biBd ; our sbip^ saluting the Caitte, 
was resaluted by the same ; and the King^ stand- 
ing upon a counterscarp that lay near thk sea^ 
gave fire unto a cannon ^th his own handj for 
our last ftirewell. And truly I must say thus much 
of him, that, for his royal pbrson and pdncdy ter^ 
riage, I hold him to be the goodliest King ia 
Christendom. 

'' On Saturday^ the thirtieth of July, after we 
had been thirteen days at sail, carried by coatiMy 
windsj we arrived at Scarborougfi roadj in York* 
shire. 



A paiiieuiar deiaU of the teiy magnijwent pa- 
geani8^nmde4^ tMe City of Ltmdtm, in Jiantmr 
0fKing ifames Ike FirU, mud hm Quern Atme 
of Denmark, om tkt^ panged iktougt to W^st^ 
naneUt^ 

" l^e day thereaAer King James, Qmch Amie 
his Wife, and Hetaiy Frederic^ the Arincej pillsied 
triumphantly Vtom the ^iVywetr of iimdon^ *l|M(q|4i 
the royal city «iiid bhamber of hbtiicm, to WeiA* 
minster. The companies of the city, iMrtihalled 
according lb dieir d)r^;T«es, Were plati^ '; the first 
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beginnings at the upper end of Mark Lane, and 
the last reaching to the Conduii in Fleet Street, 
or thereabouts, their* seats being double railed ; 
upon the upper part thereof; they leaned the 
streamers, ensigns, and banners, of each particular 
company, decently fixed; and directly against 
them, quite through the body of the city, so high 
as Temple-bar, a single rail, a far distance from 
the other, was likewise erected to put off the mul- 
titude 

" The King, richly mounted on a white gennet, 
under a rich canopy, sustained by eight gentle- 
men of the Privy Chamber, for the Barons of the 
Cinque Pbrts, entered his royal city of London, 
fitnd passed the same towards Westminster, thtough 
seven gates of pageants ; df the which, the first 
was erected at the east end of Fenchurch Street, 
over the which gate was represented thetrae like- 
ness of the notable houses, towers, and steeples, 
within the city of London. The second gate, a 
most sumptuoti^ piece of workmanship, was loAily 
raised in Gracechurch Street, by the Italians. — 
The third gate, upon Gomhill, by the Exchange, 
representing the seventeen provinces of Belgia, 
or the Dutch nation, and by them raised, close by 
St. Mildred's Church. In the Poultry, a scaffold 
was erected, where, ait the city's cost, to delight 
the Queen with her own country music, nine 
trumpets, and' a kettle-drum, did actually sound 
the Danish march. 
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''. The fourth gale where through his Gmce 
passed^ at charges of the citizens^ was raised at 
West Cheap^ at Super-lane end^ adjoining to the 
east front of the great Cross ; in the Cheap was 
erected a square low gallery, some four foot from 
the ground^ set round about with pilley stairs^ 
where stood the Aldermen^ the Chamberlain^ Town 
Oerk^ and Counsell of the city, and Sir Henry 
Montaine, Recorder of the city, who made to the 
King a gratulatory oration as followeth — 

'' ' High Iniperial Majesty, — It is not a year 
in days since, with acclamations of the people, 
citizens and noble, auspiciously here, at this Cross, 
was proclaimed your true accession to the crown. 
If then it was joyous, with hands and hearts lift 
up to Heaven, to cry King Japies — what is it now 
to see King James ? Come, therefore, O worthiest 
of Kings, as a glorious bridegroom, through your 
royal chamber. But to come nearer*—^ .eldest 
guem, guerimua.' Twenty and more are the So- 
vereigns we have served since our conquestr^but 
conqueror of hearts, it is you, and your posterity, 
that we have vowed to live, and wish to wrve, 
whilst London is a city. In pledge thereof, my 
Lord Mayor, the Aldermen, and Commons of the 
city, wishing a golden reign to you, presents^our 
Grace with a little cup of gold/ 

'' At the end of the oration, three ct^m of gold 
were given (in the name of the Lord Maycv and 
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the baill body ^of the ctty) to hi^ Qncef the young 
Prince, and the Queen. From thence his Ma« 
jesty past to the little Conduit at St. Paul's gate> 
i¥here was placed the fifth gate or pageant, ar- 
hour like^ and so called the arbour of music. — 
From thence he passed through Paul's Church 
Yard, upon the lower battlements of which church 
an anthem was sung by the choristers of that 
church, to the music of loud instruments, which 
being finished, a little oration was delivered by 
one of Mr. Madcaster'R scholars, at the door of the 
free school, fi>unded by Doctor Collet, sometime 
Dean of St. Paul's. 

''^ The sixth arch, or gate of triumph, vms erect* 
ed above the Conduit in Fleet Street, whereon 
the globe of the world was seen to move. At 
Temple-Bar, when his Grace was upon the point 
of giving a gracious princely fiirewell to the Lord 
Mayor and the city, a seventh gate, or arch, was 
erected, the fore front whereof was proportioned 
in every respect like a Temple, being dedicated 
to ' James.' Lastly, the city of Westminster, and 
Dutchy of Lancaster, at the Strand, had invented 
the invention of a rainbow, the sun, moon^ and 
stars, advancing betwixt two pyramids, which 
piece of work wbs begun and ended in twebre 
days. 

'' Of all which pageants and devices, speeches 
and songs, declared in them, ye may read at large. 
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in fl hook eiftkied/ ^ The magnificent enteftaiiH 
mont given to King James npon the day of his 
Uiw aphant paaeage from the Tower through his 
honoonihlo city of London^ the fifteenth day of 
Mareby 160S-4, bv Thomas Decker." 
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•^M Account of the d^eraU Annent Authort from 
wham the Extracts contained in this Work are se^ 
tectedr-^tohen they Bved^^'ond the nahtre of their 
wUiH0S, 



Gildas Britannicus, aa ancient writer of our Englisb 
nation. He was boni in the year MS, died 680. 

Venerable fieda, a Saxon and a priestf wrote . die 
£cclesiastical History of the English jiation^ from the 
coming in of Julius Caesar, to the year 733, about which 
time he died. 

logulphus. Abbot of Croyland, wrote irom the year 
664 to the year 1066, and liv^d in the tkne of Henry 
the First, whose Secretary he had been. 

William of Ifalmsbury, a Benedktiae Monk, wrote 
a history of the English tiation, from die fimt ooming of 
the Saxons to his own time^ dediouted to Roherti Dake 
of Gloucester, natural son of King Heory %ht Kiist. 
He lived to the first year of Henry the Second. 

Geofirey of.Monarantb* a.A^ieidf^tiQe^Jlank^.aiid 
afterwards fijaboprof Si, iAaapba,.an!ote.a4iistory iifrthe 
Bdtaina. He lired. rinrnt ithe (ywar: AiSQ^ in diei Mjgia 

of King Stephen. 

• 

(SyheMei) fiyndflks, bomw Wal^ftiidj'thef^lbre 
tailed Ganibvensis, afiUAr Imig tiaitel atoortd^ ^ai ledleil 
home andmadib Seirittwy to Kn^Beaqr thelSoifonA 
He was the auiOHir wt 'iiiaMHias idkgsiit tfafta;. arid 
lived about 1190. 
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Soger HoTeden, a Priest of Oxford^ wrote the Annals 
of the Kings of England, &c. &c. He lived in the 
time of Richard the First, and died in the reign of Kid^ 
John. 

Matthew Paris, a Benedictine Monk, of St. Alhlns, 
wrote a history, chiefly Ecclesiastical, brought down to 
the year 1259. 

John Harding, a gentleman of good famfly in the 
North, was the author of numerous historical accounts 
of the Kings of England and Scotland ; lived in the 
year 1448, in die reign of Henry the Sixth. 



Thomas Walsingham, a Benedictine Monk, of Si. 
Albans, wrote two Histories of England, continued 
from the earliest periods down to Henry the Sixth, to 
whom his works were dedicated. 

Sir Thomas More, bom in London, Lord Chancellor 
of England, besides many other learned wcvks, wrote 
die life of King Richard the Third ; and died for deny- 
ing die King's supremacy, m the i^^ of Henry the 
E%hdi, 15S5. 



Polidor Viigil, an Italian, but made here in England, 
Ardi Deacon of WeDs, 'amongst other his learned 
woifay wrote die Hisloiy of England, from its begin- 
ning to the thirtieth year of Heniy the Eighth, to whom 
he dedicated hn woik. 



Edward Hall, a Lawyer, wrote a Chronicle, wUdi 
he ciils the Union of die Two Hones; oontaining from 
die bcffinniiig of Hemy the Fomrth, to the lastof Henry 
dMBgkdi. Hediedwdieyew 1547. 
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John Lelandy a Londoner, wrote a book of the Anti- 
quities of Britain, and of famous men, &c. &c. He 
lived in the reign of Henry the Eighth, 1548. 

Phillip* de Conmiines,' a Knight of Flanders, wrote 
the lives of Lewis and Charles the Eighth, Kings of 
France; wherein are many passages connected with 
the Kings of England, their contemporaries; and 
judged interesting for this work. 

Raphael Hollingshed, a Minister, wrote a large 
Chronicle, from the Conquest to the year 1577; and 
was continued by others to the year 1586. 

Richard Graf^oui Citizen of London, wrote an ac- 
count of historical events, from the beginning of the 
world to the reign of Queen Elizabeth, in whose time 
he lived. 

William Cambden^ King at ArmR, wrote the Life of 
Queen Elizabeth, and a description of Britain, and lived 
in the time of King James the First. 

John Speed, a Londoner, wrote the story of Britain, 
from the first beginning to the year 1605; being the 
second year of James the First. 

William Habingdon, Esq. hath written the reign of 
King Edward the Fourth, in a very 6ne style. 

John Stow, Citizen of London, wrote a Chronicle, 
from Brute to the end of Queen Elizabeth, &c. &c. 

Sir Richard Baker's Chronicle of the Kings of Eng- 
land. 

Simon Dunelmensis, a Benedictine Monk, wrote a 
hiatory of the English Nation, from the death of Vene- 
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nble Bsdt, to the yeai 1164, and lived in the time of 
Henry the Second. 

William Caxton, an Englisbman, wrote a Cbronicle. 
alio a description ofBritaip, the life ofScE^dvard, 
and the bistoiy of King Artbar^ and lirad in tbe yca> 
L484. 

Robert Fabian, a Sheriff ofLoodon, wrote a Con- 
cordance of Bistorieit fVom Bmte, the first King: of 
Britain, to the lant year ^ Henry the Se«ond, and an- 
other from King Richard the First to Henry the 
Serenth, in whose time he lired. 

Robert Lindsay, wiot« a History ofScatland, from 
14S6 to 1663. 

Sir James Melrin — from his Memoir, r«tatire to the 
affairs of State of England and Scotland, under the 
retg^ of Qneen Elizabeth, Haiy Queen oC ScoIbt and 
Kiag James, 

Cornelius Tacitus, a Roman bisttman. 



Modern Sttonaiu in (ftts fTofi. 



